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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
DEVICE FOR INSTALLING AND REMOVING 

ELECTRIC LIGHT BULBs 
Joseph C. Lampe, Palmer, Iowa, assignor of one- - 

half to William F. Pierick, Palmer, Iowa, 
Application May 2, 1938, serial No. 205,613. 

2 Claims. (CI. 294-20) 
My invention relates to a device of installing 

and removing electric light bulbs and more par 
ticularly to that class for installing and remov 
ing bulbs in remote locations. 
One of the principal objects of my invention 

is to provide a bulb installing and removing de 
Vice SO constructed and arranged that a bulb. 
may be easily installed and quickly removed from 
Sockets located in remote locations. . . . . . . . . 
Another object of my invention is to provide 

a device of the above described character capable 
of accommodating bulbs of various sizes for in 
stalling and removing the same from electric 
light SocketS, A further object of my invention is to provide 
a device of the above described character having 
auxiliary means for preventing movement of 
the Socket during the installation or removal of 
the bulb. 
A Still, further object of my invention is to 

provide a device of the above described char 
acter which is extremely simple in construction, 
durable in use, efficient in operation and economi 
cal in manufacture. - 
Other objects and advantages will be apparent 

from the following description, appended claims 
and annexed drawing. . . 
Referring to the drawing wherein like refer 

ence characters designate like parts throughout 
the several views: Figure 1 is a side elevation of my invention 
illustrating the same in connection with an elec 
tric lightbulb Secured in a Socket Supported from 
a flexible electrical conduit. 

Figure 2 is a front elevation thereof. . 
Figure 3 is a detail sectional view illustrating 

a seat for supporting the lower portion of the 
bulb. 

Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of the 
member for maintaining the socket against move 
ment during the installation or removal of a bulb 
therefrom. In teaching my invention there is illustrated 
an electric light bulb 5 secured Within a Socket 
6 equipped with the usual switch provided with 
an operating key 7 extending through the side 
of said. Socket. The Socket and bulb are Sup 
ported in suspended relation by a flexible con 
duit 8 of ordinary construction. 

For the purpose of removing the bulb 5 from 
, the socket 6 or installing a similar bulb, I provide 
a handle 0 having upper and lower sections if 
and 2 respectively connected together by a 
sleeve 3. The upper end of the section has 
secured thereto a collar 4 by means of a rivet 

5 extending therethrough. Secured within the 
collar and said upper end by means of the rivet 
5 are, the lower ends of a stationary jaw 6, 
the Same being of a loop configuration for en 
gaging and surrounding a portion of the bulb 5 5 
as clearly illustrated in the drawing. Said jaw 
6 is preferably constructed of a length of wire 
or other similar material and is provided on the 
upper section thereof with a covering of 
cushioning material for engaging with the bulb 10 
whereby to protect the bulb from breakage by, 
contact therewith. . . . ... Between the upper and lower sections of the 
jaw, 6 there is provided a concave shaped seat 
8 connected to the sides of the jaw as at 9. 15 
Said seat is provided with cushioning material 
20 for engaging and supporting the lower por 
tion of the bulb. Extending within the upper end of the section 
f f and sleeve 4 and secured therein by the rivet 20 
5 is a pair of spaced bracket arms 2 having 

pivoted to the outer ends thereof a movable jaw 
Ta of a construction and configuration similar 

to the stationary jaw 6 and Said movable jaw 
engages the opposite portion of the bulb 5. The 25 
lower ends of the jaw ifa are connected together 
by a brace 8a spaced below the seat 8 in a 
manner to prevent engagement thereWith upon 
operation of the movable jaw. Secured to the 
central portion of the brace 8a and extending so 
at right angles thereto is a croSS arm 9, one end 
of which has connected thereto the upper end of 
a coil spring 20, the lower end of said coil spring 
being connected through One of a plurality of 
apertures 2 formed in an angle bar 22 secured as 
to the handle subjacent the collar 14 by means 
of rivets 23. The opposite end of the CrOSS arm has secured 
thereto a ring 24 which has secured thereto the 
upper end of a flexible pull member 25 for in 
stance a cable or chain. The lower end of the 
pull member 25 is trained through an eye mem 

40 

ber 26 carried on the lower end of the lower 
section 2 of the handle O. Said lower end of 
said pull member is provided with a finger ring 45 
27 whereby the same may be readily operated. 
An auxiliary handle 30 comprising upper and 

lower sections 3 f and 32 respectively is equipped 
on the upper end with a laterally extending 
socket engaging member 33... Said socket engag 
ing member is fashioned with a horizontally ex 
tending arm 34 having an outer right angularly 
loop shaped disposed section 35 terminating in 
a horizontally extending arm 36 spaced from the 
arm 34 and fashioned with an arcuate end 37. 5 
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The arms 34 are adapted to embrace the elec 
trical conduit 8 and upper section of the socket 
6 and the section 35 extends about the key 7. 
When so arranged, the arms 34 and 36 and sec 
tion 35 through the medium of the handle 3 
serve to hold the Socket 6 against rotation while 
the bulb 5 is being inserted or unscrewed from 
the Socket. 
From the foregoing it Will be apparent that 

upon actuation of the cross airn 9 through the 
medium of the pull member 25, the movable jaw 
is operated to permit insertion of a bulb between 
both of the jaws or to disengage the jaws from 
a bulb and that the Seat 3 Serves to Support the 
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bulb while the same is clamped between the jaws 
by the action of the Spring 29. 
What I claim is: 
1. A device of the character described, com 

prising, a handle, a Stationary jaw fixed on Said 
handle and adapted to circularly engage the 
upper portion of the lower globose Section of a 
pyriform electric light bulb, a cup-shaped seat 
secured to said stationary jaw for receiving there 
in the lower portion of said section, a movable 
jaw pivoted to said handle and adapted to cir 
cularly engage said upper portion and coact with 
Said stationary jaw to circumsept said section 
therebetween, a spring connected to said movable 
jaW and said handle for moving said movable 
jaw towards Said stationary jaw to effect coaction 
between the jaws and the arcuate face of said 
section in a manner to urge Said section within 
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Said Seat and clamp Said bulb. Within the seat 
and between Said jaws, and means connected to 
Said movable jaw for operating the latter away 
from Said stationary jaW. 

2. A device of the character described, com 
prising, a handle, a stationary jaw fixed on said 
handle and of a looped configuration for circu 
larly engaging the upper portion of the lower 
globose section of a pyriform electric light bulb, 
a covering of cushioning material carried by said 
stationary jaw, a cup-shaped seat secured to Said 
Stationary jaw and equipped with cushioning 
material adapted to receive therein the lower 
portion of Said section, a movable jaw pivoted 
on said handle and of a looped configuration, a 
covering of cushioning material carried by said 
movable jaw, Said movable jaw adapted to cir 
cularly engage said upper portion and coact with 
Said Stationary ja:W to circumSept Said Section 
therebetween, a croSS arm secured to said mov 
able jaw, a spring connected to said cross arm. 
and said handle for moving said movable jaw 
towards said stationary jaw to effect coaction 
between the jaws and the arcuate face of Said 
section in a manner to urge said section of Said 
bulb. Within said seat and clamp said bulb within 
the Seat and between Said coverings, and a pull 
member connected to Said CrOSS arm for operat 
ing said movable jaw in a manner to permit 
removal, and insertion of said bulb between said coveringS. 

JOSEPH. C. AMPE. 
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