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The invention relates generally to fountain : 
pens and more particularly to a fountain pen of 
the type shown in my Patents No. 2,187,528, issued 
January 16, 1940, No. 2,282,840, issued May 12, 
1942, and No. 2,360,297, issued October 10, 1944. 5 
The general object of the invention is to pro 

vide a fountain pen of the foregoing type in which 
the parts are so shaped as to simplify and facili 
tate the manufacture thereof. 
Another object is to provide a fountain pen of 

the foregoing type, in which the collector or gov 
ernor is so constructed that the capillary SpaceS 
or cells therein to take up excess flow ink may be 
readily formed. V. V. 

A further object is to provide a fountain pen 
of the foregoing type, in which the capillary 
spaces of the collector or governor, for taking up 
excess flow of ink through the feed structure of 
the pen, have a relatively large capacity and are 
arranged to extend longitudinally of the pen. 

Still another object is to provide a fountain 
pen of the foregoing type, in which the capillary 
spaces of the collector or governor extend longi 
tudinally of the pen and are connected to the 
reservoir of the pen and the outside atmosphere 
at their ends to empty and fill in a progressive 
manner from end to end. 
A still further object is to provide a fountain 

pen of the foregoing type, in which the capillary 
spaces or cells for taking up excess ink extend 
longitudinally of the pen and are connected to. 
the outside atmosphere through an air passage in 
communication with the rear ends of the cells 
and to the reservoir of the pen through a duct in 
communication with the front ends of the cells 
whereby the cells fill gradually from front to rear, 
upon excess flow, and empty from the rear 
toward the front. 
Another object is to provide a novel fountain 

pen of the foregoing type, which may have an 
outward appearance similar to that shown in the 
Baker Patent No. 2,223,541, issued December 3, 
1941, or similar to that shown in my patent No. 
2,282,840, issued May 12, 1942. 

Other, objects and advantages Will become 
apparent from the following description, taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawings, 
in Which: 

Fig. 1 is an enlarged fragmentary longitudinal 
sectional view of a fountain pen embodying the 
features of the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view taken on 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. ... 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken on 
the line 3-3 of Fig.1. . . . . . . . . . - 
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Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken on 
the line 4-4 of Fig. 1. . . . . 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 1, but showing 
a modified form of construction. . . . . . 

Fig. 6 is a transverse sectional view taken on 
the line 6-6 of Fig. 5. . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 7 is a transverse sectional view taken on 
the line 7-7 of Fig. 5. . . . . . 

Fig. 8 is a transverse sectional 
the line 8-8 of Fig. 5, 
A pen embodying the features of the invention 

is of the type shown in my prior patents and in 
cludes a shell enclosing the feed structure of the 
pen. The feed structure includes a governor 
having a feed duct for conveying ink from the 
reservoir of the pen to the nib. The governor, 
also has means for receiving and storing ink 
under conditions of excess flow, which means 
serves to control the flow of air to the reservoir as 
the ink is consumed at the writing tip of the pen. 
In the present instance, the means for receiv 

ing and storing excess ink comprises a plurality 
of cells or spaces in the governor, and said means. 
is so constructed as to facilitate the forming of 
said cells, thus simplifying the manufacturing 
problems involved in the pen. ... To this end, the 
governor is provided with a plurality of longi 
tudinally extending radial slits which constitute 
such spaces and which may be readily formed in 
the governor. The feed duct for conveying the. 
ink from the reservoir to the nib is also in the 
form of a longitudinally extending slit in the 
gOVernor. , ... v. 

The sits in the governor constituting the 
means for storing excess, ink have a relatively; 
large capacity, thus definitely preventing leakage; 
of ink at the writing tip of the pen, even when: 
conditions causea, relatively large excess flow of 
ink from the reservoir. In the forms of cont. 
struction shown in the present application, the 
storage cells or Spaces have their front end con; 
nected to the reservoir through the ink feed duct, 
while their rear ends open into a manifold formed: 
within the governor and connected to the Out, 
side atmosphere through a central passageway 
extending to the front end of the shell. . . . . . . . 
The preferred embodiment shown in Figs. 1. 

to 4, inclusive, comprises a shell member 10, 
adapted to be secured to a barrel (not shown). 
The interior of the barrel together with the rear, 
portion of the shell member to constitutes a res. 
ervoir i? adapted to receive and hold a supply...of 
ink. While the reservoir, in the present instance, 
is shown as being provided by the barrel and shell. 
member, the invention is not limited to such con 
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struction but a well-known rubber sac construc 
tion may be used, if desired. 
The shell member 0 tapers toward its front 

end and is there provided with a centrally located 
Opening 2 in which a nib 3 is mounted. The 
nib f3, in the present instance, is of the tubular 
type and has a writing tip 4 extending a short 
distance beyond the shell member O. The nib 
3 is also provided with the usual slit 5 and 

pierce 6. The under side of the shell member 
0 at the front end is curved upwardly, as at 7, 

toward the writing tip f 4 of the nib to provide 
for adequate clearance from the writing surface 
When the penis in use. 
Mounted within the shell member O is a gov 

ernor or collector member 20 provided with a 
flange 2 at its rear end fitting snugly within the 
shell member 0 to support the governor in cen 
tered relation thereto. The governor 20 is pro 
vided with a central bore 22 enlarged, as at 23, 
to receive the rear portion of the tubular nib. 3, 
and further enlarged, as at 24, to receive an in 
Wardly extending tubular portion 25 formed in 
tegrally with the front end of the shell member 
0. The portion 25 thus supports the governor 

at its front end in centered relation to the shell 
member. In the bore 22 and within the tubu 
lar nib 3 and bore 2 of the shell member is an 
air tube 26, the front end of which is open to 
the outside atmosphere at the front end of the 
shell member. 
To conduct ink from the reservoir to the slit 
5 in the nib and thus to the writing tip f4, the 
governor 20 is provided with a feed duct com 
prising an outer enlarged portion 30 and an in 
ner narrower portion 3. The inner narrower 
portion 3 is cut through to the central bore 22 
of the governor, as at 32, from a point Spaced 
forwardly from the rear end of the governor and 
extending to the front end thereof. The air tube 
26 is flattened as at 33 to provide a segmentai pas 
Sage extending from the part 32 of the narrow 
slot 3i forwardly to the nib slit 5. Thus, ink 
may flow through the feed duct into the seg 
mental portion 33 and forwardly to the nib slit 
5 to be fed to the writing tip 4 of the nib. 
Under. Conditions of excess flow of ink Which 

may occur, for example, when the heat of the 
hand causes the air in the reservoir to expand 
and thus permit ink to run therefrom, the gov 
ernor 20 of my present construction is adapted 
to receive and store such excess ink, as in the 
case of the construction shown in my prior pat 
ents. However, in the present instance, the stor 
age means extends longitudinally of the governor 
and may comprise a plurality of radial slots 34 
extending through the major portion of the length 
of the governor 20. The slots 34 may be read 
ily formed in the governor and thus facilitate 
the manufacture of this part of the pen. They 
also have a large capacity, which provides for 
Sufficient storage Space, even under extreme con 
ditions of excess flow. In order to provide for 
the maximum storage space by these slots, the 
slots are alternately made deep and shallow, as 
shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 4. In the construction 
herein shown, the slots 34 are open at the front 
end of the governor but terminate short of the 
rear end and do not communicate directly with 
the reservoir it. The flange 2 at the rear end 
of the governor thus provides a partition be 
tween the reservoir and the cells 34. 
When the pressure relationship of the air with 

in the reservoir changes to such an extent as to 
cause an excess flow therefrom, the excess ink, in 
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4. 
stead of passing through the segmental passage 
33 to the nib, will flow through the front end of 
the feed duct into the annular space, indicated 
at 35, in the front end of the cell and surrounding 
the tubular extension 25. The annular space 35 
is open to all of the cells 34 and thus serves as a 
manifold for the flow of excess ink into the ceilis 
34. The rear ends of the cells 33 open into a 
manifold 36 provided by an arcuate circumfer 
entially extending cut in the governor member 
immediately in front of its flange 2d. Extend 
ing radially inward from the manifold 35 is a 
paSSage 3 opening into the interior 3 of the 
tube 26. The rear ends of the celis 33 therefore 
are in free communication with the outside at 
noSphere. Thus, when excess ink flow occurs, 
the front manifold 35 will be filled and the cei 
lular Spaces 34 will gradually fill, depending upon 
the extent of excess flow, the air in such ce) is be: 
ing driven out through the manifold 3, the ra 
dial passage 3 and the interior 4 of the tube 26. 
Further storage space is provided by So dinnen 
Sioning the governor as to be Spaced from the 
adjacent Wall of the shell member it, as shown 
at 4. 

In using the pen, ink will be fed forwardly 
from the reservoir through the narrow por 
tion 3 of the feed slot, then into the Segimental 
passage 33 and finally into the slit is of the nib 
to be carried to the writing tip of the pen. All 
of these paSSages are, of course, of capillary size. 
Should excess flow occur, the enlarged portion 3) 
of the feed duct Will become filled with ink and, 
eventually, the manifold Space 35 in the front 
end of the shell, If the excess flow still contin 
ues, the ink Will then start to fill the capillary 
spaces 34 as well as the space 4 between the 
governor and the shell, the filling taking place 
from the forward end of the governor progres 
sively toward the rear end. During Such filling, 
air will be driven out of the cellular spaces 
through the manifold 38, the radial paSSage 37 
and the interior 40 of the central tube 26. The 
flange 2 of the governor, since it fits Snugly with 
in the shell member 0, prevents any direct con 
munication between the cellular spaces and the 
reservoir. The air Supply to the reservoir thus 
becomes closed when the cellular spaces fill with 
ink. 
As ink is consumed at the writing tip, further 

ink cannot be withdrawn frcm the reservoir since 
no air can gain access thereto replace it. The 
ink supply at such time, therefore, is drawn from 
the manifold 35 into the feed duct and, in turn, 
is withdrawn from the cellular spaces. Since the 
rear ends of the cellular spaces are open to the 
atmosphere through the interior of the Central 
tube 26, the cellular spaces will progressively 
empty from the rear toward the front. When 
the cellular spaces and the front manifold 35 
are thereby emptied, the feed duct may then 
draw ink from the reservoir and air may pass. 
through the cellular spaces into the front mani 
fold 35 to bubble up into the reservoir through 
the enlarged portion 30 of the feed duct, the 
rear end of the portion 30 constituting a Weir 
vent controlling the flow of air to the reservoir. 

All the passages and spaces herein described, 
of course, must be properly related in size to pro 
wide a proper feed of ink. While the proportion 
ing of these sizes is the essential point and the 
various spaces and paSSages are not limited to 
definite sizes, an example of Such Sizes may be 
given merely to illustrate the structure. Thus, 

75 the slit 5 in the nib may be from .0005 to .002. 
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of an inch. The segmental passage 33 may have 
a maximum depth of .005 to .007 of an inch. The 
566narrow portion 3 of the feed duct preferably 
has a dimension of .005 of an inch, while the 
wider portion 30 should have no dimension less 
than .010 of an inch. The cells. 34 are preferre 
ably of uniform Width throughout their length 
and may have a width of .010 to .015 of an inch. 
The front manifold 35 preferably has a minimum 
dimension of .010 of an inch to conform to the: 
dimensions of the enlarged portion 30 of the feed 
duct and the cells 34. The rear, manifold 36, 
radial passage 3 and the interior 40 of the Cen 
tral tube 26 are substantially larger than the 
scells 34. While the invention is not limited 
to the foregoing dimensions, such dimensions are 
found to be Suitable. - 

In the modified construction shown in Figs. 5, 
6, 7 and 8, I show a pen comprising a barrel 50 
having a pen Section 5 at the front end there 
of. The pen section 5 is herein shown as in 
tegral With the barrel 50 but may, of course, be 
a separate part rigidly secured to the barrel. 
The pen section 5 is provided with a Central 
bore of uniform diameter adapted to receive a 
shell member 52 of generally cylindrical form. 
Adjacent the front end of the pen section 5, the 
internal bore thereof is arcuately enlarged, as 
at 53, to receive the rear end of a nib. 54 held 
in place by the shell 52. The nib and Shell 
project beyond the end of the pen Section. With 
the nib overlying the shell and having its Writ 
ing tip 55 projecting a short distance beyond 
the shell. The nib 54 is provided With the usual 
slit 56 and a pierce 5. The front end of the 
shell 52 is curved upwardly, as at 58, toward the 
nib. W 

Mounted within the shell and fitting Snugly 
therein is a governor 60. The governor 60 is 
provided with a central bore 6 which is en 
larged at its front end, as at 62, to receive an 
inwardly extending tubular portion 63 providing 
an opening to the outside atmosphere at the 
front end of the shell. The tubular. portion 63 
may be formed integrally With the shell or may 
be a tube cemented into an opening in the shell. 
To feedink to the nib from the reservoir, which 

in this instance is constituted by, the interior of 
the barrel 50, a feed duct is provided in the gov 
ernor 60. The feed duct extends throughout the 
length of the governor and comprises a drilled 
hole 64 and a radial slit 65 extending in Wardly 
from the periphery of the governor to the drilled 
hole 64. The front end of the governor is flat 
tened, as at 66, to provide a segmental pas 
Sage connected. With the feed duct and under 
lying the slitted portion of the nib. To provide 
communication between the segmental passage 
formed by the fiattened portion 66 and the slit 
56 in the nib, a plurality of parallel slots 67 are 
cut through the shell. Thus, ink may flow from 
the reservoir through the feed duct into the Seg 
mental passage 66, through the parallel slots 6 
and into the nib slit. 56 to be fed to the Writing 
tip 55 of the nib, 
To provide means for receiving and storing 

ink under conditions of excess flow, the governor. 
has a plurality of radial slits 70 extending from 
the front end of the governor rearwardly and 
terminating short of the rear end of the gover 
nor so that they do not communicate directly with 
the reservoir of the pen. The front end of the 
governor is spaced from the adjacent Wall of the 
shell 52 to provide a manifold space 7 connect 
ing the front ends of all the storage cells T0. 
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6 
with the feed duct, and particularly with the 
enlarged. Or drilled portion 64 thereof. Adjacent 
the rear end of the governor is a rear manifold 
72 formed by an arcuate circumferentially ex 
tending cut in the governor, and an in Wardly di 
rected radial passage 73 provides communication. 
between the rear manifold 72 and the internal 
bore 6 of the governor. The cells () thus C0m 
municate at one end. With the reservoir through 
the front manifold i in the feed duct and Com 
municate with the outside atmosphere at their 
rear end through the rear manifold 12, the radial 
passage 3 and the central bore 6 of the gover 
O. 
Operation of this modified form of construction. 

is similar to the operation of the structure shown 
in Fig. 1. Thus, when excess ink flows from the 
reservoir, it is carried through the feed duct to 
the frontmanifold and then progressively fills 
the cells 70 from the front toward the rear, air 
being forced out of the cells through the rear 
manifold 72, the radial paSSage 73 and the inter 
nal bore 6 of the governor. By filling the cells 
and the front manifold Withink, no air can 
reach the reservoir. Thus, further consumption. 
of ink at the writing tip 55 must draw such ink 
from that contained in the cells and front mani 
fold, thereby emptying them from their rear ends 
toward their front ends. When the cells 70 and 
front manifold 7 are entirely emptied, further 
Writing will draw ink from the reservoir, and air 
may pass through the cells from the rear mani 
fold, then through the front manifold Ti to bub 
ble back through the large portion 64 of the feed. 
duct into the reservoir. The rear end of the feed 
duct, and particularly the rear end of the en 
larged portion 64, thus constitutes a weir vent 
Controlling the admission of air to the reservoir. 
As an example of Suitable dimensions for the 

various passages and cells in this construction, 
the nib slit, as in the previous form, is preferably 
.0005 to .002 of an inch in width. The parallel 
slits 6 in the shell member may, respectively, 
be .004, .005 and .006 of an inch in width, to 
inSure the passage of ink in case the Smaller 
One becomes clogged, or each may be approxi 
mately .005 of an inch in width. The flattened 
portion 66 on the front end of the governor pro 
vides a segmental paSSage having a maximum 
depth of .005 to .007 of an inch. The narrow 
slitted portion 65 of the feed duct is preferably 
.005 of an inch, while the drilled portion 64 
thereof is preferably .010 of an inch in diameter. 
The storage Spaces, which are preferably of uni 
form width throughout their length, may have 
a width of .010 of an inch. The front manifold 

may also have a minimum dimension of .010 
of an inch to conform to the width of the cells 
70 and the drilled portion 64 of the feed duct. 
The invention, of course, as Stated above, is not 
limited to these particular dimensions, but such 
dimensions are merely given as an example of 
Suitable sizes. 
I claim: 
1. A fountain pen comprising a reservoir, a nib, 

and feed structure for controlling the flow of 
ink from the reservoir to the nib including a 
shell, and a governor within said shell, having. 
a first radial slit extending throughout the length 
thereof and constituting an ink feed duct and 
an air inlet passage connected to said reservoir, 
and a plurality of other longitudinally extend 
ing radial slits, said plurality of other slits being 
of capillary size but of less capillarity than said. 
ink feed duct for receiving, ink under conditions 
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of exeessflowsand-connected at one end to said 
first-radial slit and at the other end tot atmos. 
phere to control the flow of air to said reservoir. 

2. Alföuntain pens comprising:a::, reservoir, a 
nib, and feed structure for, controlling: the flow: 
of ink from the reservoir to: the inib comprising: 
an ink-feed duet, and a governor, for...receiving: 
ink-under conditions of excess flowiand; having 
air admission-means, a passage extendings rears 
wardly from 'said air admission means, a.mania 
fold-spaee-at the rear end-of-said passage; a plus 
rality-of-longitudinally extendings capillary ink. 
spaces of less capillarity: than...said is feedsduct, 
adapted to receive excess ink, and opening...at. 
their rear 'ends into Said manifold space, said 
spaces being interconnected cat.: their front tends,: 
and another 'capillary space-of"lessers, capillarity, 
than'said feed iduct connected:directly...tov said: 
reservoir and said feed-duct, and...connected to: 
the front ends of said other: spaces said: capil-. 20: 
lary spacees: being adapted. to control the flowiOf. 
air-tos said reservoir." - 

3. A fountain pen-comprising- a reservoir, a. 
nibard feed-structure for-controlling the flow: 
of ink from the reservoir to the nibs comprising: 25. 
a-shell having a 'central air opening-in its front. 
end; and a governori Within the shell havingia. 
radial skit extendiliga throughoutithe-length of 
the governors and comprising an inki feedi duct: 
from i-the-reservoir-to- the nib, as plurality. of 
peripherally arranged, longitudinally l'extending 
radial-shits terminating short of theirear:end of: 
the governor, amalaifold space4 within the gov-. 
ernor open to the rear end of said plurality of 
slits and closed at its , rear end, and a...: central 
passage in-the-governor; connecting; said mani. 
fold space with said air opening, said-shell; havin 
ing a manifold space -in' front of said:governor 
conneeting-the front-end of said plurality of slits 
With said ink feed duct. 

4.- A fountain pen comprising: a reservoir, a 
nib, and feed structure for controlling the flow. 
of sink from the reservoir to the nib; comprising: 
a shell having, an internal tubular portion' open: 
at the t-front end of the shell, and a governor: 
having-ia, combined ink and airflow, passagesat. 
one-side thereof and constituting the sole, cone 
nection to said reservoir, a plurality of longitu 
dinally extending capillary, ink storage spaces 
arranged around the periphery, thereof, and a: 
central passage connecting-said tubular" portion. 
with the-rear 'ends of said storage spaces, said. 
shell having a capillary-space in the front end: 
thereof surrounding: Said... tubular portion, and 
connecting the front-ends of Said storage. Spaces. 
with said combined ink-and-air flow passage.. 
5. A fountain pen comprising a barrel, a shell, 

secured to the front end of the barrel and having; 
an opening in its front end; a nib mounted in 
said opening, a tube mounted in, said. opening. 
and extending rearwardly, therefrom, said tube. 
underlying said 'nib, and a governor: having" a: 
central bore telescoped over Said tube, and an 
ink feed duct communicating with the interior 
of said barrel and extending throughout the. 
length of said governor and opening into, said: 
central bore, said tube: having a flattened side 
underlying said nib and extending rearwardly to 
connect said duct with the nib, Said governor also 
having a plurality of longitudinally extending 
capillary. ink storage spaces for receiving. and 
storing ink under conditions of excess flow, said 
spaces being connected at their rear ends with 
said tube and at their front ends with said duct 
and by said duct to said reservoir. 
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8. 
6: Ai fountain per comprising:as reservoir; a 

niband feed structure: comprising: a shell.hawing: 
an-inwardly extending tubular portion:support 
ing Said-nib, and a governor. mounted within said: 
shelliandi having.iani ink...feedigduct...and:;a plus, 
rality of slopagitudinally extendingspaces: for res. 
ceivirig and storing sinki under conditions of ex. 
cess iflów, said governor, at...its...rear end...fitting, 
snugly within: said shell and being supported at 
its frontiend' by telescoping cover, said tubular. 
portion. 

7. A fountains pen: comprising: a barrel, a nib 
mounted in said barrelia: shell mounted in said: 
barrel and underlying said nib, Said shell having 
an openings initSifront' endi landia.Rcapillary slit. 
under the nib, andra agovernor mounted within the: 
Shell and having a feed duct extending throught. 
out the lengths of the governor and connected with 
Said'capillary shiti. Said feed duct.cornprising an 
inner air flow sportion and an outer: ink; feed pore' 
tion of capillary size:Saidu governor; also having, a 
cential bore connected at its front ends.svith: Said 
opening and a plurality of longitudinally extends. 
inguink Storage spaces connectediat..: their rear. 
ead withi: said:central bore; and partition meaas. 
becking direct: communication between the rear: 
ends of Said 'Spaces and: Said reserVoir Saidashell 
providing: Space.connecting the front:end of Said 
Storage spaces with saids air:fidwportion of Said; 
feed cust: 

8. A fountainpen comprising a reservoir anib, 
and feed structure for controlling the flow. Of ink. 
from: the reservoir: to the nibs comprising an ink. 
feed, an air-t flows duct, and means:sfor receiving 
ink under conditions of exceSS;foW from theires: 
ervoir, said means having a plurality of elongate 
capiliary cells of less capillarity than a portion. 
offsaid feed iduct,i. extending lengthwise £of the 
pent and connected in parallel, one end of SSaid 
means being connected to said: duct and the other 
end connected to the atmosphere, whereby:Said 
means is operative, whea cleared of ink to admiti 
air to-said reservoir through: Said' duct, and is: 
operative otherwise to block: the fidW of air to: 
said reservoir. . . 
9. As fountairi pea, comprising...a...barrel having: 

an ink reservoir therein, a.shell member cat:the 
front lead-of-said barrel; an:ink:flow.controligows: 
ernor mounted in: said, shell member: and form 
ing there with at thesi?grward-end: thereof, a capili, 
lary manifoldschamber a .pen nib.mounted in 
the front end...of Said shell member and having. 
an ink feed-slitiraits: Writing, end-portion, Said. 
governor havirigga?idingitudinally extending caps. 
iliary ink feed:duct connecting; the reservoir with 
the ink feed dict in Saidinib, a plurality of longis. 
tudinally: extending; circumferentially, spaced. 
capillary overflöwspaces in said governor allicon 
nected with said maaifold chamber with one-only 
of said spaces: connected directly to the reservoir, 
all said overflow spaces, being of:lessel capillarity. 
than said feed dictia ind Saidone:Space being also 
directly connected to: Saidrinki: feed.: duct, and 
means providingfan air channel, directly connects. 
ing the rear ends of all of said overflow-spaces to 
the. atmosphere 4 excepting thes: Overflow. Space 
which is directly-connected to the reservoir which 
latter overflöw.space; and in turn the reservoir, 
is indirectly connected to theatinospheresby way. 
of said airchannel, manifold: chamber and resere 
voira connected overflöw. Space. 

10. A fountain pen comprising a-barrelshaving 
an ink reservoir therein; a -shell3member 'carried: 
by-the-forward end-of-said barreland providing: 
an extension of the latter, as governor. mounted 
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within Said She for ink feed and Overflow con 
trol, a pen nib having an ink feed slit therein 
and mounted in the forward end of Said Shell, 
Said governor having a longitudinally extend 
ing capillary ink feed duct therein in communica 
tion at its rear end with the reservoir and at its 
forward end with the feed slit of said pen nib, 
the forward end of Saidi governor providing With 
the internal wall of Said Shell a capillary Inani 
fold chamber, said governor being provided with 
a plurality of longitudinally extending and cir 
cumferentially spaced capillary overflow spaces 
each of lesser capiliarity than Said ink feed paS 
Sages and all connunicating at their forward 
ends with said manifold chamber, one of Said 
capillary overficw spaces being directly connected 
With said ink feed duct and With the ink reservoir 
and, in turn, connecting all Said other overflow 
spaces with the ink reservoir for reception of ink 
therefrom during conditions of overfiow in ex 
cess of that required for Writing purposes, and 
means providing an air channel leading from the 
for Ward end of said shell member and connected 
to the rear ends of all Said other capillary Spaces 
excepting the overflow Space which is directly 
connected with the reservoir, thereby permitting 
the fow of air to the ink reservoir by Way of Said 
other capillary spaces, manifold chamber and 
reservoir-connected overflow Space under condi 
tions of no excess flow and blocking Such flow of 
air during conditions of excess flow when Said 
overflow spaces are filled with ink. 

11. A fountain pen comprising a reservoir, a. 
nib, and feed structure for controlling the fiOW of 
ink from the reservoir to the nib including a Shell 
having an air opening and a Space communicat 
ing with said opening and a governor mounted 
within the shell and having an ink feed duct and 
a plurality of longitudinally extending radial Slits 
opening into said space within Said Shell at the 
forward end of said governor, One only of which 
slits opens at its rear end into Said reservoir and 
is connected with said feed duct, Said slits being 
of capillary width but of less capillary width 
than said feed duct and connected thereto for re 
ceiving ink under conditions of excess flow, Said 
air opening, said slits and Said Space comprising 
air admission means for controlling the flow of 
air to Said reservoir. 

12. A fountain pen comprising a reservoir, a 
nib, and feed structure for controlling the flow 
of ink from the reservoir to the nib comprising 
an ink feed duct, and a governor for receiving 
ink under conditions of excess flow and having 
air admission means, a plurality of longitudinally 
extending capillary spaces of less capillarity than 
said feed duct, one of which Spaces is connected 
at one end directly to said reservoir and through 
out a substantial portion of its length directly to 
said feed duct, means connecting said other 
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Spaces at One end to said one space, and means 
Connecting the other ends of said other spaces 
With said air admission means, said spaces being 
adapted to control the flow of air to said reservoir. 

13. A fountain pen comprising a reservoir, a 
nib, and feed structure for controlling the flow 
of ink from the reservoir to the nib comprising 
a shell having an air opening in its front end, 
and a governor Within said shell having an ink 
feed duct conjected to Said reservoir and to said 
nib, a plurality of longitudinally extending capil 
lary ink Spaces of less capillarity than said feed 
duct adapted to receive ink under conditions of 
eXcess foW, a manifold in its rear end connected 
to all Said Spaces, and a longitudinally extending 
paSSage connecting Said manifold With said air 
Opening, said shell having a capillary manifold 
Space adjacent the front end of said governor 
connecting Said capillary spaces with said ink 
feed duct, and Said governor having a further 
capillary ink Space of less capillarity than Said 
feed duct connecting Said capiliary manifold and 
Said reservoir, said capillary spaces being adapted 
to control the flow of air to said reservoir. 

14. A fountain pen comprising a barrel, a taper 
ing shell Secured to the front end thereof, and 
having an opening in its front end, a nib mounted 
in said opening With only its Writing tip project 
ing beyond the shell, a governor of tapering form 
Within Said shell and having a capillary feed duct 
for feeding ink from said barrel to said nib, a 
plurality of capillary ink storage spaces in said 
gOVernor Of less capillarity than Said feed duct 
for receiving and storing ink under conditions of 
eXcess flow, Said storage spaces extending longi 
tudinally of said governor for substantially the 
full length thereof and being in communication 
at One end with said opening and interconnected 
at the other end, and an additional ink storage 
Space connected at one end to the interconnected 
ends of said other storage Spaces and at the other 
end to Said reservoir and connected to said feed 
duct throughout a Substantial portion of the 
length thereof and providing with said feed duct 
the Sole connection between Said other spaces and 
Said reservoir to control the flow of air to the 
barrel. 

RUSSELL T. WING, 
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