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This invention relates to golf clubs and par 
ticularly to the handle or gripping member of 
the golf club shaft, having for its object to pro 
Wide a left hand form-fitting structure having a 
configuration which serves as a definite guide to 
the proper placement of the left hand, and which 
causes the thenar muscles to contact and rein 
force the position of the fingers of the left hand 
grip, insuring compactness of the left hand while 
avoiding the objectionable tension of the muscles 
of the left hand and forearm frequently oc 
casioned by the ordinary golfer in gripping the 
club too tightly. - 
The experts and masters in the science and 

art of this most interesting and popular game, 
have developed a definite realization that correct 
gripping is the fundamental principle of im 
portance to control proper timing and accuracy 
throughout the entire swing or stroke. The most 
difficult and uncertain procedure of the inex 
perienced player attempting to execute the first 
and fundamental step in the preparation of a golf 
Stroke, is due to his uncertainty of how to prop 
erly contact the handle of the club with his left 
hand, and unless this position is acquired and is 
reasonably accurate, the right hand grip cannot 
be set to properly function in harmony with the 
left. ? 

The back stroke of a swing is in reality the 
process of Winding up or storing energy to at 
tain the power which is released and amplified in 
the downward motion of the stroke. Complete 
control in gripping, especially with the left hand 
at the top or extreme of the back swing and 
throughout the forward stroke, is imperative to 
power, accuracy and correct timing. Any weak 
ening or shifting of the grip of the left hand 
throughout the SWing until after impact with 
the ball, can only result in failure. 
The principal object of my invention is to pro 

wide a left hand form-fitting structure built into 
the golf club handle. proper, or applied thereto, 
that Will not only enable any player to correctly 
grip the club with the left hand but will at the 
same time afford every comfort and ease to firm 
and proper gripping throughout the entire Swing 
or stroke, thereby accentuating power and con 
trol. 
The above and other objects of my invention 

will be more clearly understood from the follow 
ing detailed description in connection with the 
accompanying drawing, in which- . 

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating the 
position of a golfer's left hand in grasping my 
improved handle, before closing his grip, 

(C. 273-81) 
Figure 2 is a perspective view showing the po 

Sition of both hands grasping my improved 
handle. 

Figures 3, 4 and 5 are sectional views taken on 
the lines 3-3, 4-4 and 5-5, respectively, of 
Fig. 1. 

Figure 6 is a longitudinal front view, partly 
broken away, of a golf club provided with my im 
proved left hand grip handle; and 

Figure 7 is a longitudinal front view of my im 
proved left hand grip formed as an attachment 
to be applied to the handle of the usual golf 
club. 

In my left hand grip structure, I provide raised 
Surfaces of greater length than breadth to act 
as a definite guide to the proper placement of 
the left hand. The right hand will naturally 
follow in customary co-relation on the remain 
ing circular portion of the grip. - 
A projecting convex bulge O, on the under side 

of the grip handle allows the fingers to naturally 
flex themselves to the grip by so fitting on to the 
longitudinally convex structure, while in the act 
of gripping with the fingers thus, and are re 
inforced by the compensating longitudinal bulge 
2, on the upper part of the grip handle which 

'fills out' or 'fills in' the natural hollow of 
the palm created by flexed finger gripping, and 
is so formed to allow the thenar eminence 3, 
of the thumb of the left hand to overlap this 
bulge. The concave conformity curve f4, in 
tegral to the main curve, introduced to support 
the base of the forefinger of the left hand during 
the act of gripping in conjunction with the Sub 
stantially convex bulge or structures, provided 
for the overlapping thenar eminence or muscles, 
give a positive two point hand re-inforcement to 
the third or all important point of left hand 
gripping resulting in a positive three point brace 
0, 2, 4, of triangular shape which insures a 

positive left hand grip action of great strength, 
The remainder of the handle accommodating the 
right hand being of the conventional circular 
type. 
The conformity curve 4, integral to the main 

curve, is introduced to support the base of the 
forefinger of the left hand during the act of 
gripping in conjunction with the substantial con 
vex structurer provided for the over-lapping 
thenar eminence. 
This lower border of the thenar eminence point 

of contact to the handle of the club, with the 
muscles of the thenar eminence over-lapping the 
crest of my left hand grip structure, gives a 
positive support to the left hand grip, thus main 
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2 
taining proper functioning of the grip during the 
complete Swing. The rear portion of the finger 
control grip is curved inwardly at 5 to fit the 
heel of the left hand. The forward portion is 
Curved inwardly at f6 to fit the under curve of the 
first joint of the left thumb. 
The over-lapping contact of the thenar muscles 

of the left hand not only supports the finger grip 
to a positive degree, but it is also the means of 
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producing greater power with the left hand, arm 
and complete left side on the down stroke, defi 

, nitely aiding in keeping the proper direction 
throughout the natural arc of the swing or stroke. 
When the left hand control grip is constructed 

as a separate attachment, as indicated in Fig. 7, 
it constitutes a unit to be attached to the handle 
of the ordinary golf club and may be fixed or 
made adjustable with relation to the club shaft. 
It may form an end grip plug that can be in 
Serted into the opening of the steel shaft handle 
and be securely anchored, acting as a foundation 
for any suitable Wrapping or as a completed pre 
formed grip plug. 
The advantages of my left hand control golf 

grip Will be appreciated by expert players as be 
ing 3,inatomically correct, conforming physically 
to the hand and insuring maximum strength and 
accuracy during the swing. The grip construc 
tion disclosed herein insures the correct position 
ing of the left hand over the upper and lower 
longitudinally convex structures with the thenar 
nuscles contacting and re-inforcing the position 
of the fingers of the left hand grip, insuring the 
Compactness of the fingers of the grip while 
avoiding the creation of objectionable tension of 
the muscles of the left hand and forearm. The upper and lower longitudinally convex 
structures are arranged at a desired angle to the 
face of the golf club head, so that when the hands 
are in position, the face of the head will contact 
With the ball at a substantial angle which is nor 
mal to a straight line drawn between the ball 
and the point of destination. : 

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
1. A gripping handle for a golf club, Compris 

ing oppositely disposed longitudinally arranged 

2,088,008 
Convexly curved projecting portions of greater 
length than breadth which are shaped and po 
sitioned to engage respectively the thenar emi 
nence under the thumb and the concave curve 
of the fingers of the left hand when flexed into 
gripping position and a concavely curved portion 
shaped and positioned to receive the basal emi 
nence of the forefinger of the left hand, where 
by said preformed gripping portions coact in tri 
angular relation to insure the desired position 
of the left hand upon the club, the remainder of 
the handle accommodating the right hand being 
of the conventional circular construction. 

2. A gripping handle for a golf club, compris 
ing a tapering convexly curved projecting por 
tion shaped and positioned to fit the Space in 
the palm of the left hand created by flexing the 
fingers of the hand over the club handle, a re 
cessed portion shaped and positioned to receive 
the basal eminence of the fore-finger of the 
hand and a longitudinally arranged convexly 
curved projecting portion shaped and positioned 
to be engaged by the thenar muscles of the thumb 
of the left hand, and having an inwardly curved 
portion adjacent the rearward part of Said last 
named portion to receive the heel of the left 
hand and thereby prevent longitudinal slipping 
of the club in the hand, the remainder of the 
handle accommodating the right hand being of 
the conventional circular construction. 

3. A gripping member for attachment to the 
conventional circular handle of a golf club to 
accommodate only the left hand of an operator, 
comprising a hollow base portion provided ex 
teriorly with a longitudinally arranged convexly 
curved projecting portion shaped and positioned 
to fit into the space in the palm of the left hand 
created by flexing the fingers of the hand over 
the club handle, a recessed portion shaped and 
positioned to receive the basal eminence of the 
forefinger of the hand and a longitudinally ar 
ranged convexly curved projecting portion 
shaped and positioned to be engaged by the 
thenar eminence under the thumb of the hand. 
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