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This invention relates to improvements in sunken
handles.

One of the objects of this invention is to provide an
improved sunken handle that may be used for drawers,
doors and the like, which may be readily attached without
the use of screws, nails or other permanent fastening
means and which may be attached without the use of
tools.

Another object of this invention is to provide a simple
and inexpensive improved sunken handle which is attached
in position merely by the insertion of same thereby re-
ducing the time for installation to a minimum, yet when
attached is positively locked in position for permanent use.

Other objects will become apparent as this description
progresses.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a front perspective view showing this invention
secured to a drawer panel or the like.

Fig. 2 is a view taken from the rear or back of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a cross sectional view taken on lines 3—3 of
Fig. 2, and

Fig. 4 is a rear perspective view of the handle.

The front panel of the drawer or door or similar article
to which it is desired to attach the sunken handle is des-
ignated by the numeral 10. The front panel 10 is provided
with a rectangular shaped opening 12 into which is in-
serted the rear portion of the sunken handle. The sunken
handle being generally designated by the numeral 14 may
be made preferably of a plastic material, but any other
material may likewise be used.

The sunken handle 14 may be integrally molded or
stamped and the front portion which is substantially rec-
tangular in shape and designated by the numeral 16 is
adapted to be positioned in front of the opening and rest
against the panel 10. The front portion 16 has a flat
surface 18 and a rearwardly extending inclined border 20
extending on all sides therefrom. The handle has a rec-
tangular shaped finger or hand engageable recess or de-
pression generally designated at 22 which is formed of
a top flat horizontal wall 23 which extends upwardly verti-
cally as at 24 to define a longitudinal top channel 26. The
vertical section 24 extends rearwardly horizontally as at
27 then downwardly vertically to form the rear wall 28
of the handle then forwardly at an inclined plane to
form the botiom wall 30 of the sunken portion which
joins with the flat surface 18. The opposite sides 32 of
the sunken portion are inclined inwardly from the front
surface 18 to the rear wall 28.

To secure the handle to the drawer or other panel 10,
there is provided a metal clip generally designated by the
numeral 34 and commercially known as a Timmerman
fastener. This fastener has a body portion 36 provided
with a forwardly extending spaced hook 38 which is
clipped on the lower edge 11 of the drawer panel adjacent
the opening 12. The clip extends upwardly as at 40 into
the rectangular opening 12 to engage the bottom inclined

wall 30 of the sunken handle. 14. The clip: also extends

" below the opening and a portion of same- engages the rear
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of the drawer panel as at 42. If one clip is used as shown
it is positioned centrally of the width of the opening 12.
If more than one clip is used they may be equally spaced.
The clip 34 merely serves to maintain the handle 14 in a
raised position as best shown in Fig. 3 so that the portion
13 of the panel which is adjacent the upper edge of the
opening 14 nests within the channel 26 with the rear side
of the panel resting against the vertical wall 24 of the
handle and the front side of the panel against the rear edge
of the top of the border 20. By maintaining the handle
in this raised position all the pressure that is exerted against
the handle in pulling out the drawer is confined to the
area of the panel adjacent the channel 26 and no such
pressure is exerted against the clip 34. It will be seen that
the inclined bottom wall 30 is spaced from the lower edge
11 of the panel.

To install the handle, the clip 34 is first secured to the .
front drawer panel as best shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The
handle 14 is then inserted from the front of the drawer
so that the front 16 is positioned against the front of the
drawer panel, with the top channel 26 locating itself to
lock therewith in the top section 13 of the drawer panel.
The clip 34 bearing against the tapered bottom wall 30
of the sunken handle urges the handle upward, thus the
handle will be locked to the front drawer panel through
the channel 26.

The distance between the rear edge 21 of the border 20
of the handle and the front of the vertical wall 24 of the
channel is equal to the thickness of the panel of the
drawer.

The handle is engaged by positioning the fingers in the
upper portion of handle rearwardly of the channel or the
wall 24, thus a forward pull on the handle will exert pres-
sure on the upper edge adjacent the channel.

It will be understood that various changes may be made
from the foregoing without departing from the spirit and
scope of the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A handle for use with a drawer or the like which
drawer has a front panel and an opening, said handle being
integrally formed and having a front wall section and a
rearwardly extending sunken body portion which includes
a rear wall, said body portion having a channel rearwardly
of the front wall section adapted to receive the edge of the
drawer panel adjacent said opening, said channel having a
wall section abutting against the rear of the front panel
with the rear of the front wall section of the handle abut-
ting against the front of the front panel so that any pres-
sure on said handle is confined to said panel edge, means
secured on the opposite edge of said panel and extending
into said opening and engaging the sunken body portion
to urge said handle in the direction in which the first men-
tioned edge of the panel is confined in said channel to keep
said wall sections of the handle abutting against said front
panel.

2. A handle for use with a drawer or the like which
drawer has a front panel and an opening, said handle
being integrally formed and having a front wall section
and a rearwardly extending sunken body portion which
includes a rear wall, said body portion having a channel
rearwardly of the front wall section adapted to receive the
upper edge of the drawer panel adjacent said opening, said
channel having a wall section abutting against the rear of
the front panel so that any pressure on said handle is con-
fined to said upper edge, a clip member secured on the
lower edge of said panel and extending into said opening
and engaging said rearwardly extending sunken body of
the handle to urge said handle upwardly to confine the
upper edge of the panel in said channel and maintaiy said
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wall section of said channel ?gainst the réar of the front 1,976,118
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