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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,300,071 

MAILNG FOLDER 

Verona, J. Smith, Kew Gardens, N.Y. 
Application February 8, 1941, Serial No. 38,012 

(C. 229-92.1) 12 Cairns. 

This invention relates to mailing folders, cir 
culars and the like and more particularly to 
folders adapted for carrying therein a reply en 
velope and to be sufficiently open for postal in 
spections, when used as non-first-class. nail, 
though it is noted that in some of the broader 
claims the invention is not limited to envelope 
carrying folders nor to folder's open for postal 
inspection. 

Objects of the invention are to provide, an 
improved folder of this kind having a removable 
reply portion and/or a removable, reply envelope, 
each securely held in place while the folder is 
sealed but Sufficiently open for postal inspection, 
and to provide an efficient arrangement for Seal 
ing the folder by means of the postage stamp 
placed thereon. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide 

an improved folder of this kind in Which the 
address of the addressee to whom the folder. 
is sent is placed on the reply portion and ex 
posed when the folder is folded and sealed, there 
by to serve the double function of directing the 
folder to the addressee and identifying the ad 
dressee when he returns the reply portion. 

Additional objects of the in Vention are to ef 
fect simplicity and efficiency in such folders and 
to provide an extremely simple folder of this 
kind which is easy and effective in use and eco 
nomical in circularization and to manufacture. 

Still other objects of the invention will ap 
pear as the description proceeds; and while here 
in details of the invention are, described in the 
Specification and some of the claims, the inven 
tion as described in the broader claims is not 
limited to these, and many and Various changeS 
may be made without departing from the Scope 
of the invention as claimed in the broader cairns. 
The inventive features for the accomplishinent 

of these and other objects are shown herein in 
connection with an improved nailing folder 
which, very briefly stated, comprises a, folder 
sheet provided with transverse fold lines divid 
ing the sheet into upper, middle. and lower, sec 
tions, the lower section being provided with a 
transverse slit extending therea cross, dividing 
the lower Section into a reply: portion and a re 
taining portion, the upper section being dispos 
able upon the lower section when the latter is 
folded on the middle Section, and provided with 
a cut-out disposable over and exposing an area 
of one of said portions Suitable for the address. 
A stamp may be adhered on Said area, and Sec 
tion the upper at an edge of the cut-out to hold 

for postal inspection. The portion carrying said 
address, area may be the reply, portion and is 
connected to the sheet by a weakened line, where 
by such portion may be detached, and returned 
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in a post-paid reply envelope, which envelope is 
provided in the folder folded upon itself trans 
Versely between the ends and placed with the 
fold in Said, transverse. Slit of the lower. Section 
With the end members of the folded envelope 
disposed against faces of Said lower Section, thus 
Securely holding the envelope in the Cpei-ended 
Sealed folder. 

In the accompanying drawing showing, by 
Way of example, one of many possible enbodi 
ments of the invention, 

Fig. 1 is a front face View of the folder in 
unfolded fiat condition; 

Fig. 2 is a similar view with the reply portion 
folded upon the middle Section of the folder 
and the fold of the reply envelope disposed where 
the slit of the lower Section Will be when the 
retaining portion is also folded against the middle 
Section; 

Fig. 3 is a front face View of the folder closed 
... ready for nailing; and 

Fig. 4 shows a Seation taken on the line 4-4 
of Fig. 3. 
My inproved mailing folder comprises a single 

Vertically elongated substantially rectangular 
folder sheet of paper (Fig. 1), cardboard or the 
like provided with transverse fold lines divid 
ing the sheet into upper and middle Sections, 
2 of substantially equal vertical width and a 

lower Section 4, 5 of slightly less width. The 
lower section: 4, 5 is adapted to fold inwardly 
over the middle section 2 and is provided with a 
transverse slit 6 extending entirely across the 
lower. Section near and parallel to One end, edge 

thereof and the side edge of said folder sheet, 
dividing the lower... section into a rectangular 
main reply, portion 3, and a Smaller retaining 
portion 5. 
The upper section f is disposable flat upon the 

slower. Section. 4, 5 when, the latter is flat folded 
45 
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On the middle section 2, and is provided with an 
elongated cut-out 8, disposable over and expos 
ing a lower outer corner address area, 9 (Figs. 
2 and 3) of the main portion of the fiat folded 
losser Section, Suitable for the address of a per 
Son to whom the folder is to be mailed. Parts 
29, 25 (Fig. 3) of said main portion and the pier 

- Section at the inner end edge of the cut-out S 
: are: 2,0apted to be sealed together by a stantip 22 
adhered. Over said parts 20, 2, thus to secure 

the folder sealed, leaving the ends thereof open 55 the folded folder closed, as in Figs. 3 and 4, while 
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leaving the ends 24, 25 of the folder closer unse 
cured for postal inspections. Other suitable seal 
ing means may be used and the stamp placed 
elsewhere, if desired. 
The inner or front faces of Said upper aind 

middle sections f, 2 provide a suitable Space 
for a letter or advertising material 26. 
The main reply portion 4 is connected to the 

sheet by a perforated or weakened line 27, where 
by the reply portion may be detached. All partS 
of the reply portion away from said address area 
f9 are suitable to receive thereon a reply to Said 
letter or to have thereon a printed order blank, 
questionnaire or other matter 29 with blank 
spaces to be filled out. 
A post-paid business reply envelope 3 of a 

size adapted to receive said reply portion 4 may 
be folded upon itself transversely between its 
ends and placed with the fold 3i in Said trans 
verse slit f6 and its end members 32, 33 folded 
against the respective faces of the reply portion, 
When the folder is secured closed, thus holding 
the envelope against removal, while leaving the 
envelope and inner faces of the folder in posi 
tion for postal inspection. It is not necessary 
that the envelope be folded as it has been found 
that if the unfolded envelope is laid in the slit 
f5 with the end portions of the envelope against 
opposite faces of the portions 18, 5, the enve 
lope will be held in place. 
The outer face of the upper Section is exposed 

when the folder is closed, as in Fig. 3, and is suit 
able for receiving a return address 35 and adver 
tising matter. Both faces of the retaining por 
tion are suitable for receiving display or other 
advertising matter 36, 37 as is also the back face 
38 (Fig. 4) of the middle portion. 
When the prospect or other recipient receives 

the sealed folder, it is easy to break the stamp 
seal, fold out the sections, release the envelope, 
and expose all matter for reading. Then the re 
ply portion can be filled out if of a nature to re 
quire it, detached along the weakened line, placed 
in the prepaid envelope and mailed, all With a 
minimum of exertion, as it is not necessary even 
to sign the reply card, as the address already 
thereon is sufficient. 
While the drawing shows a single sheet as in 

Fig. 1, rather than a doubled or multi-folded 
sheet folded along an edge, for instance a Side 
edge, or edges, it is understood that the invention 
is not thus limited, as it is obvious that it is not 
necessary that sheet as in Fig. 1 should be only a 
single thickness. A multi-folded sheet Would 
provide much more advertising or letter Space, ; 
and is within the scope of the claims. 

she invention claimed is: 
1. A folder comprising a sheet provided with 

fold lines dividing the sheet into end and middle 
sections; one end section being adapted to fold 
inWardly over the middle section and provided 
with a slit substantially parallel to one end edge 
of the section and dividing Such section into two 
portions; the other end section being disposable 
upon the slit section when the latter is folded On 
the middle section, and adapted to hide the slit 
and provided with a cut-out exposing an address 
receiving area of one of said portions; parts of 
the middle and cut-out Sections being adapted to 
be secured together by a stamp adhered over an 
edge of the cut-out; the area-bearing portion be 
ing connected to the sheet by a weakened line; 
whereby the main portion may be detached; said 
folder being adapted to receive an envelope haW 
ing a part between its ends placed in said trans 
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2,300,071 
verse slit with the ends of the envelope against 
the respective faces of the slit portion. 

2. A mailing folder comprising a folder sheet 
provided with transverse fold lines dividing the 
sheet into upper, middle and lower sections; the 
lower section being provided with a transverse 
slit extending therea cross, dividing the lower sec 
tion into two portions; the upper Section being 
disposable upon the lower section when the lat 
ter is folded on the middle section, and provided 
With a cut-out disposable over and exposing an 
area of one of said portions for an address; an 
envelope folded upon itself transversely between 
the ends and placed with the fold in Said trans 
Verse Slit and the end members of the folded en 
Epe against Opposite faces of said lower sec 
Ol. 

3. In combination, a sheet provided with fold 
lines dividing the sheet into end and middle sec 
tions; one end section being adapted to fold in 
Wardly over the middle section and provided 
With a slit Substantially parallel to one end edge 
Of the Section and dividing such section into two 
portions; the other end section being disposable 
upon the slit Section when the latter is folded on 
the middle Section, and adapted to hide the slit 
and provided With a cut-out exposing an ad 
dress-receiving area of one of the portions; the 
area-bearing portion being connected to the sheet 
by a weakened line; whereby the main portion 
may be detached; Said folder being adapted to re 
ceive an envelope having a part between its ends 
and placed in Said transverse slit and the ends 
of the envelope against the respective opposite 
faces of the slit Section. y 

4. A mailing folder comprising a folder sheet 
provided with transverse fold lines dividing the 
sheet into upper, middle and lower sections; the 
lower section being adapted to fold inwardly over 
the middle Section and provided with a transverse 
slit extending entirely across the lower section 
Substantially parallel to one end edge thereof, 
dividing the lower section into a main portion, 
and a retaining portion; the upper section being 
disposable flat upon the lower section when the 
latter is fiat folded on the middle section, and 
provided with an elongated cut-out disposable 
Over and exposing a lower outer corner area of 
the main portion of the flat folded lower section 
Suitable for an address; portions of said main 
portion and the upper section at the inner end 
edge of the cut-out being adapted to be secured 
together by a stamp adhered over said end edge 
and to said upper section and main portion while 
leaving the ends of the sections unsecured for 
postal inspection; said main portion reply being 
Connected to the sheet by a perforated or weak 
ened line, whereby the main portion may be de 
tached; Said folder then folded being adapted to 
receive an envelope folded upon itself trans 
Versely between the ends and placed with the fold 
in Said transverse Slit and the end members of 
the folded envelope against the respective faces 
Of the main portion. 

5. A mailing folder comprising a single verti 
cally elongated substantially rectangular folder 
sheet of paper, cardboard or the like provided 
With transverse fold lines dividing the sheet into 
upper and middle sections of substantially equal 
vertical width and a lower section of slightly less 
Width; the lower section being adapted to fold 
inWardly over the middle section and provided 
With a transverse cut extending entirely across 
the lower Section near and parallel to one end 
edge thereof and the side edge of said folder 
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sheet and dividing the lower section into a rec 
tangular main reply portion, and a Smaller re 
taining portion; the upper section being dispos 
able flat upon the lower section when the latter 
is flat folded on the middle section, and provided 
with an elongated cut-out disposable over and 
exposing a lower outer corner address area of 
the main portion of the flat folded lower Section 
suitable for the address of a prospect; portions of 
main portion and the upper section at the inner 
end edge of the cut-out being adapted to be 
sealed together by a stamp adhered over said end 
edge and to said upper section and main portion 
thus to secure the folded folder closed While leaW 
ing the ends of the folded closer unsecured for 
postal inspections; the inner or front face of 
said upper and middle sections providing suit 
able Space for a letter to a proSpect. 

6. A folder as in claim 5, said main portion 
reply being connected to the sheet by a perfo 
rated or weakened line, whereby the reply por 
tion may be detached; the main portion outside 
of Said address being Suitable to receive a reply 
from the prospect or to receive thereon a printed 
questionnaire with blank spaces for a prospect to 
fill out; a business reply envelope of a size adapt 
ed to receive said reply portion folded upon itself 
transversely between the ends and placed with 
the fold in Said transverse cut and the end men 
bers of the folded envelope against the respective 
faces of the reply portion. When the folder is se 
cured closed, thus holding the envelope against 
removal, while leaving the envelope and inner 
face of the folder in position for postal inspec 
tion; the outer face of the upper Section being 
exposed. When the folder is closed and being Suit 
able for receiving a return address and advertis 
ing matter; both faces of the retaining portion 
being suitable for receiving advertising matter. 

7. A folder comprising a sheet provided with 
fold lines dividing the sheet into end and middle 
Sections; One end Section being adapted to fold 
inwardly over the middle Section and provided 
with a slit substantially parallel to one end edge 
of the Section and dividing Such Section into two 
portions; the other end Section being dis 
posable upon the slit Section when the latter 
is folded on the middle section, and adapted to 
hide the slit; parts of the middle and second 
mentioned end sections being adapted to be se- ; 
cured together by a stamp adhered thereto; said 
folder being adapted to receive an envelope hav 
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ing a part between its ends placed in said trans 
verse slit with the ends of the envelope against 
the respective faces of the slit portion. 

8. In combination, a sheet provided with fold 
line dividing the sheet into upper, middle and 
lower sections, the lower section having an end 
edge in Wardly offset from the adjacent middle 
portion end edge and upwardly folded over said 
middle portion; and an envelope transversely 
folded over said lower Section edge; said upper 
Section being folded downwardly over said lower 
Section and part of Said envelope. 

9. A combination as in claim 8, the fold line 
between the middle and lower section being a 
Weakening line so that the latter section may 
be detached. 

10. A folder comprising a sheet provided with 
fold lines dividing the sheet into end and middle 
Sections; One end Section being adapted to fold 
inwardly over the middle section and provided 
With a slit substantially parallel to one end edge 
of the Section and dividing such section into two 
portions; the other end section being disposable 
flat upon the slit section when the latter is in a 
Single plane and disposed flat on the middle sec 
tion, and adapted when the sections are thus dis 
posed to completely hide the slit and the major 
part of both of Said portions; said folder being 
adapted to receive an envelope having a part be 
tween its ends placed in said transverse slit with 
the ends of the envelope disposed against the re 
Spective Opposite faces of the slit section. 

il. A folder as in claim 10, one of said two 
portions being the larger portion and connected 
to the sheet by a weakened line, whereby the 
larger portion may be detached. 

12. A folder comprising a sheet provided with 
fold lines dividing the sheet into two end sec 
tions and a middle section of substantially the 
Sane Width and same length; one end section 
being folded in Wardly over the middle section and 
provided With a slit substantially parallel to one 
end edge of the Section and dividing such sec 
tion into two portions; the slit section being 
folded. On the middle section; the other end sec 
tion being disposed upon the slit section and hid 
ing the slit, Said folder having therein an en 
Velope having a part between its ends placed in 
Said transverse slit with the ends of the envelope 
disposed against the respective faces of the sit 
Section, 

WERONA. J. SMITH, 


