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‘12 ‘Claims.

This invention relates to mailing .folders, cir-
culars and the. like ‘and - more particularly to
folders adapted for carrying therein a reply en-
velope and to be sufficiently open for pestal in-
spections, ‘when -used as :non-first-class. mail,
though it is noted that in some.of the broader
claims the invention is not limited to envelope-
carrying folders nor to.folders open for postal
inspection.

Objects of- the invention are to provide-an
improved folder of this kind having a removable
reply portion and/or a removable.reply envelope,
each securely held in place while the folder is
sealed but sufficiently cpen for postal inspection,
and to provide an efficient arrangement for seal-
ing the folder by means: of the postage stamp
placed thereon.

Other objects of the invention are.to provide
an improved folder of this kind in :which the

address “of the addressee to. whom the folder

is sent is placed on the reply portion .and ex-
posed when the folder is folded and sealed. there-
by to serve the double function of directing the
folder to the addressee and .identifying:the .ad-
dressee-when he-refurns the reply portion.
Additional objects of the invention ares to ef-
fect simplicity: and efficiency in such. folders and
to provide an extremely simple folder of this
kind -which is easy and-effective.in use and -ecc-
nomical in -circularization: and .to manufacture.
Still ‘cther objects: of “the invention will ap-
pear asthe description proceeds; and while here-
in details of ‘the:invention are. described in the
specification and some of the claims, the inven-

tion as descrited in the broader claims is nct

limited to these, and many and varicus changes
may be made without departing from the scope
of the invention as claimed in the broader claims.

The inventive features for the accomplishment
of these and other objects are shown herein in
connection with an improved mailing folder
-which, very briefly stated, comprises a folder
sheet provided with transverse fold lines divid-
ing the sheet into upper, middle. and lower sec-
tions, the lower section being. provided with a
transverse slit extending thereacrosgs, -dividing
the lower section into a reply: portion and a re-
taining portion, the upper section being dispos-
.able upon the lower section when the latter is
folded on the middle section, and provided with
a cut-out disposable over and exposing an area
of .one of said portions suitable for.the address.
A stamp may be adhered on said area and sec-
tion the upper at an edge of the cut-out to hold

the folder sealed, leaving the. ends. thereof open-

for postal inspection. ~The portion carrying said
address . grea may be the reply portion and is
connected to the sheet by a weakened line, where-

- by .such portion may be detached.and retuirned
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.in. a post-paid reply envelope, which envelope is

provided in the folder folded upon itself trans-
versely ‘between the ends and placed with the
fold in said transverse slit of the lower secticn
with ‘the end members of the folded envelope
disposed against faces of said lower section, thus
securely holding the envelepe in the cpen-ended
sealed folder.

In the accompanying drawing showing, by
way: of example, ohe: of many. possible embodi-
ments of the invention,

Fig. 1 is a front face view.of the folder in
uniolded fiat condition;

Fig. 2 is a similar view with the reply porticn
folded upon the middle secticn of the folder
and the fold of the reply envelope disposed where
the slit. of the lower section will be when the
retaining portion is also felded against the middls
section;

Fig. 3 is a front face view of the folder closed

“ready for mailing; and

Fig. 4 shows a section taken on the line 4—4
of Fig. 3.

My improved mailing folder comprises a single
vertically _elongated substantially rectangular
folder sheet of paper (Fig. 1), cardbecard or the
like provided with transverse fold lines ‘18§ divid-
ing the sheet into. upper -and middle sections i1,
12 of substantially equal vertical width and a
lower section I4; 15 of slightly less width. The
lower section :{4, 15§ is adapted to fcld inwardly
over the middle section 12 and is provided with a
transverse slit 16 extending entirely across the
lower:.section near and parallel to one end edge
11 thereof .and the side edge of said folder sheet,

Jdividing: ‘the -lower. section .into a rectangular

main: reply: portion: {4, and a smaller retaining
portion 5.
“Theuppersection 1. .is disposabkle flat upon the

- lower: section 4 4; 45 when the latter is flat fclded
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on the middle section 12, .and is provided with an
elongated cut-out 18 disposakle .¢ver and expos-
ing a lower ocuter.corner address area 18 (Figs.
2 .and '3) of the main portion of the flat folded
lower section, suitable for the address of a per-
son to swhom . the folder is to be mailed. Parts
20, 21 (Fig: 3) of seid main porticn and the upper

-section at the inner end edge of the cut-oub 8

--are-adapted to be sealed together by a stamp 22

113]

-adhered. over said:parts 20, 21, thus to.secure

‘the folded folder closed, as in Figs. 3 and 4, while
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leaving the ends 24, 25 of the folder closer unse-
cured for postal inspections. Other suitable seal-
ing means may be used and the stamp placed
elsewhere, if desired.

The inner or front faces of said upper and
middle sections 1!, 12 provide a suitakle space
for a letter or advertising material 28.

The main reply portion 14 is connected to the
sheet by a perforated or weakened line 21, where-
by the reply portion may be detached. All parts
of the reply portion away from said address area
19 are suitable to receive thereon a reply to said
letter or to have thereon a printed order blank,
questionnaire or other matter 23 with blank
spaces to be filled out.

A post-paid business reply envelope 32 of a
size adapted to receive said reply portion 14 may
be folded upon itself transversely between its
ends and placed with the fold 2f in said trans-
verse slit {6 and its end members 32, 33 fclded
against the respective faces of the reply portion,
when the folder is secured closed, thus holding
the envelope against removal, while leaving the
envelope and inner faces of the folder in posi-
tion for postal inspection. It is not necessary
that the envelope be folded as it has been found
that if the unfolded envelope is laid in the slit
18 with the end portions of the envelope against
opposite faces of the porticns 14,. {5, the enve-
Iope will be held in place. ’

The outer face of the upper section is exposed
when the folder is closed, as in Fig. 3, and is suit-
able for receiving a return address 35 and adver-
tising matter. Both faces of the retaining por-
tion are suitable for receiving display or other
advertising matter 38, 37 as is also the back face
38 (Fig. 4) of the middle portion. :

When the prospect or other recipient receives
the sealed folder, it is easy to break the stamp
seal, fold out the sections, release the envelope,
and expose all matter for reading. Then the re-
ply portion can be filled cut if of a nature to re-
quire it, detached along the weakened line, placed
in the prepaid envelope and mailed; all with a
minimum of exertion, as it is not necessary even
to sign the reply card, as the address already
thereon is sufficient.

While the drawing shows a single sheet as in
 Fig. 1, rather than a doubled or multi-folded
sheet folded along an edge, for instance a side
edge, or edges, it is understood that the invention
is not thus limited, as it is obvicus that it is not
necessary that sheet as in Fig. 1 should be only a
single thickness. A multi-folded sheet would

provide much more advertising or letter space, :

and is within the scope of the claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A folder comprising a sheet provided with
fold lines dividing the sheet into end and middle
sections; one end section being adapted to fold
inwardly over the middle section and provided
with a slit substantially parallel to one end edge
of the section and dividing such section into two
poriions; the other end section being disposable
upecn the slit section when the latter is folded on
the middle section, and adapted to hide the slit
and provided with a cut-out exposing an address-
receiving area of one of said portions; parts of
the middle and cut-out sections being adapted to
be secured together by a stamp adhered over an
edge of the cut-ouf; the area-bearing portion be-
ing connected to the sheet by a weakened line;
whereby the main portion may be detached; said
folder being adapted to receive an envelope hav-
ing a'part between its ends placed in said trans-
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verse slit with the ends of the envelope against
the respective faces of the slit portion.

2. A mailing folder comprising a folder sheet
provided with transverse fold lines dividing the
sheet into upper, middle and lower sections; the
lower section being provided with a transverse
slit extending thereacross, dividing the lower sec-
tion into two portions; the upper section being
disposable upon the lower section when the lat-
ter is folded on the middle section, and provided
with a cut-out disposable over and exposing an
area of one of said portiong for an address; an
envelope folded upon itself transversely between
the ends and placed with the fold in said trans-
verse slit and the end members of the folded en-
velope against cppoesite faces of said lower sec-
tion.

3. In combination, a sheet provided with fold
lines dividing the sheet into end and middle sec-
tions; one end section being adapted to fold in-
wardly over the middle section and provided
with a slit substantially parallel to one end edge
of the section and dividing such section into two
portions; the other end section being disposable
upon the slit section when the latter is folded on
the middle section, and adapted to hide the slit
and provided with a cut-out exposing an ad-
dress-receiving area of one of the portions; the
area-bearing portion being connected to the sheet
by a weakened line; whereby the main portion
may he detached; said folder being adapted to re-
ceive an envelope having a part between its ends
and placed in said transverse slit and the ends
of the envelope against the respective opposite
faces of the slit section, . :

4. A mailing folder comprising a folder sheet
provided with transverse fold lines dividing the
sheet into upper, middle and lower sections; the
lower section being adapted to fold inwardly over
the middle section and provided with a transverse
slit extending entirely across the lower section
substantially parallel to one end edge thereof,
dividing the lower section into a main portion,
and a retaining portion; the upper section being
disposable flat upon the lower section when the
latter is flat folded on the middle section, and
provided with an elongated cut-out disposable
over and exposing a lower outer corner area of
the main portion of the flat folded lower section
suitable for an address; portions of said main
portion and the upper section at the inner end
edge of the cut-out being adapted to be secured
together by a stamp adhered over said end edge
and to said upper section and main portion while
leaving the ends of the sections unsecured for
postal inspection; said main portion reply being
connected to the sheet by a perforated or weak-
ened line, whereby the main portion may be de-
tached; said folder then folded being adapted to
receive an envelope folded upon itself trans-
versely between the ends and placed with the fold
in said transverse slit and the end members of
the folded envelope against the respective faces
of the main portion. )

5. A mailing folder comprising a single verti-
cally elongated substantially rectangular folder
sheet of paper, cardboard or the like previded
with transverse fold lines dividing the sheet into
upper and middle sections of substantially equal
vertical width and a lower szction of slightly less
width; the lower section being adapted to fold
Inwardly over the middle section and provided
with a transverse cut extending entirely across
the lower section near and parallel to one end
edge thereof and the side edge of said folder
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sheet and dividing the lower section into a rec-
tangular main reply portion, and a smaller re-
taining portion; the upper section being dispos-
able flat upon the lower section when the latter
is flat folded on the middle section, and provided
with an elongated cut-out disposable over and
exposing a lower outer corner address area of
the main portion of the flat folded lower section
suitable for the address of a prospect; portions of
main portion and the upper section at the inner
end edge of the cut-out being adapted to be
sealed together by a stamp adhered over said end
edge and to said upper section and main portion
thus to secure the folded folder closed while leav-
ing the ends of the folded closer unsecured for
postal inspections; the inner or front face of
said upper and middle sections providing suit-
able space for a letter to a prospect.

6. A folder as in claim 5, said main portion
reply being connected to the sheet by a perfo-
rated or weakened line, whereby the reply por-
tion may be detached; the main portion outside
of said address being suitable to receive a reply
from the prospect or to receive thereon a printed
questionnaire with klank spaces for a prospect to
fill out; a business reply envelope of a size adapt-
ed to receive said reply portion folded upon itself
transversely between the ends and placed with
the fold in said transverse cut and the end mem-
bers of the folded envelope against the respective
faces of the reply portion when the folder is se-
cured closed, thus holding the envelope against
removal, while leaving the envelope and inner
face of the folder in position for postal inspec-
tion; the outer face of the upper section being
exposed when the folder is closed and being suit-
able for receiving a return address and advertis-
ing matter; both faces of the retaining portion
being suitable for receiving advertising matter.

7. A folder comprising a sheet provided with
fold lines dividing the sheet into end and middle
sections; one end section being adapted to fold
inwardly over the middle section and provided
with a slit substantially paraliel to one end edge
of the section and dividing such section into two
portions; the other end section being dis-
posable upon the slit section when the latter
is folded on the middle section, and adapted to

“hide the slit; parts of the middle and second

mentioned end sections being adapted to be se- 7

cured together by a stamp adhered thereto; said
folder being adapted to receive an envelope hayv-
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ing a part between its ends placed in said trans-
verse slit with the ends of the envelope against
the respective faces of the slit portion.

8. In combination, a sheet provided with fold
line dividing the sheet into upper, middle and
lower sections, the lower section having an end
edge inwardly offset from the adjacent middle
portion end edge and upwardly folded over said
middle portion; and an envelope transversely
folded over said lower section edge; said upper
section being folded downwardly over said lower
section and part of said envelope.

9. A combination as in claim 8, the fold line
between the middle and lower section being a
weakening line so that the latter section may
be detached. .

10. A folder comprising a sheet provided with
fold lines dividing the sheet into end and middile
sections; one end section being adapted to fold
inwardly over the middle section and provided
with a slit substantially parallel to one end edge
of the section and dividing such section into two
portions; the other end section being dispecsable
flat upon the slit section when the latter is in a
single plane and disposed flat on the middle sec-
tion, and adapted when the sections are thus dis-
posed to completely hide the slit and the major
part of both of said portions; said folder being
adapted to receive an envelope having a part be-
tween its ends placed in said transverse slit with
the ends of the envelope disposed against the re-
spective opposite faces of the slit section.

11. A folder as in claim 10, one of said two
portions being the larger portion and connected
to the sheet by a weakened line, whereby the
larger portion may be detached.

12, A folder comprising a sheet provideq with
fold lines dividing the sheet into two end sec-
tions and a middle section of substantially the
same width and same length; one end section
being folded inwardly over the middle section and
provided with a slit substantially parallel to one
end edge of the section and dividing such sec-
tion into two portions; the slit section being
folded on the middle section; the other end sec-
tion being disposed upon the slit section ang hid-
ing the slit, said folder having therein an en-
velope having a part between its ends placed in
said transverse slit with the ends of the envelope
disposed against the respective faces of the slit
section,

VERONA J. SMITH,




