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United States Patent Office 2.931,044 
Patented Apr. 5, 1960 

1. 

2,931,644 
MATERNITY SLP 

David L. Rosenberg, Newton, Mass, assignor to Boston 
Royal Petticoat Co., Boston, Mass., a firm 

Application January 27, 1956, Serial No. 561,727 
8 Claims. (C. 2-73) 

This invention relates to women's slips, and more par 
ticularly to slips for maternity wear. The present appli 
cation is a continuation-in-part of my copending applica 
tion Serial No. 300,850, filed July 25, 1952, and now 
abandoned. 
The chief requirement of a maternity garment is that 

it be readily adjustable to allow for progressive enlarge 
ment at the waistline as needed, preferably without time 
consuming alterations involving ripping and resewing the 
seams. Slips of this type should also be designed to sell 
at a moderate price, as they are bought to wear for a lim 
ited time. A number of slips of various patterns have 
been devised for this purpose. One of the more common 
types is a garment which wraps around, overlapping in 
front or back and is tied together at the waistline with 
tapes. This type is comparatively expensive to manufac 
ture, as extra material is required for the overlapping 
panels. Another type is made large enough for the maxi 
mum waistline requirements and held in at the waistline 
by a drawstring. This type is unnecessarily bulky under 
the clothing, and does not lie flat in front or back. 
The general object of this invention is to produce a slip 

which adjusts automatically as the wearer's waistline be 
comes enlarged, which fits smoothly over the bust and 
hangs smoothly throughout its entire length in front and 
back, and which can be inexpensively manufactured. 
Another object is to provide a slip which hangs evenly 

at the hemline when the wearer's abdomen is enlarged. 
The slip here described is made of a single panel of 

material, with its side edges joined in a central seam at 
the rear. The front part of the garment hangs straight 
and the panel is cut somewhat longer in the front than in 
the back. At the top of the garment, under the arms the 
material is lapped over to form generally vertical pleats 
or darts which are sewn flat to a point near the waistline, 
and the sides of the garment are shirred at the waistline, 
by means of horizontally disposed elastic threads. 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the flat panel from which the 
garment is formed; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary plan view, somewhat enlarged, 
of a modification of the panel; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view, somewhat enlarged, of 
the inside of the upper side of a partly assembled slip 
made from the panel of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a front view of a completed slip; 
Fig. 5 is a rear view of a completed slip; 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary view, somewhat enlarged, of 

the inside of the upper side portion of a partly assembled 
slip made from the panel of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the inside of 
the side portion of a finished slip in the region of the waist 
line; and 

Fig. 8 is a cross-section taken along line 8-8 of Fig. 7. 
The panel 10, made preferably of woven material, is 

cut on an arc along the bottom edge 11, and the side edges 
12 and 13 are cut radially with respect to edge i and slope 
to converge toward the top. A short distance above the 
waistline the side edges change their slope to become 
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more nearly, although not quite, parallel along the re 
gions marked A. Top edge portions 14 and 15 are cut 
substantially straight and at right angles to the upper ends 
of edges 2 and 13, respectively. The central part of the 
top of the panel is cut obliquely along edges 16, 17, 18 
and 19 to form peaks 20 and 21. The central portion 10a 
of the panel is disposed straight with respect to the weave 
of the material. The dotted line 25 indicates the position 
of the waist line in the finished garment and the curva 
ture of edge i is such that dimension B, the length of 
the panel at the center from the waistline down, is some 
what longer than dimension C, the length of the side edges 
from the waistline down, preferably by about an inch. 

In assembling the slip, the edges 12 and 13 are joined 
to form a rear seam 24, and darts 26 and 27 are sewn in 
portions 20 and 2 along the dotted lines marked 22 and 
23 in Figs. 1 and 2. In one form of the slip, as shown in 
Fig. 3, the material is sewn together along the dotted lines 
marked 28 and 29, to form V-shaped darts 30 and 31 com 
mencing at edges 14 and 5 and gradually decreasing in 
width to a point in the region of the waistline. The gar 
ment is shirred at each side by means of elastic threads 
attached along horizontal parallel lines in the positions 
indicated by the dotted lines 32 and 33 in Fig. 1. The 
manner of attaching these threads is illustrated in detail 
in Figs. 7 and 8. Each of the elastic threads 34 and 35 
is intertwined with an inelastic thread 36 or 37 which 
passes through the material of the garment. This type 
of stitching is done on the usual sewing machine, with 
the elastic thread fed under tension and the material 
stretched outflat. When the tension on the attached elas 
tic thread is released the material becomes shirred, but 
can be readily stretched flat again. The ends of the elas 
tic threads are anchored by means of small vertical darts 
38 and 39 stitched across the ends of both rows of threads, 
As shown in Fig. 7, in the form of slip made from the 
panel of Fig. 1, the dart 30 terminates just above the upper 
of the pair of elastic threads. It will be understood that 
arrangement of the darts and elastic threads is the same 
on both sides of the slip. 
The finished slip, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, may be 

trimmed around the top and bottom with bands 40 and 41 
of lace or binding. The darts 30 and 31 are folded flat 
against the adjacent material of the garment and may be 
secured in place in any suitable manner, for example, by 
the stitching by which the band 40 is attached. 

in a modified form of the slip, the material in the un 
derarm region is stitched together along the dotted lines 
44, shown in Fig. 2, forming a flat stitched pleat 45 as 
shown in Fig. 6, which opens a short distance above the 
upper of the pair of elastic cords. The pleat may be se 
cured and held flat at the top by stitching attaching band 
40 to the garment. 

In the finished slip, as indicated by the cross-hatching 
in Figs. 4 and 5, the weave of the material is disposed 
straight over the bust and down the central part of the 
front, and is disposed slightly on the bias at the sides and 
in the rear. The slip will thus hang straight over the 
wearer's abdomen and will tend to fit closely around the 
hips at the sides and back. As shown in Fig. 5, the hem 
line of the slip dips gradually from the center back to 

The extra length of the front portion 
compensates for the raising of the skirt due to the enlarge 
ment of the wearer's abdomen, and the hem will thus hang 
evenly when the slip is worn by a pregnant woman. 
The elastic threads at the sides of the waistline of the 

The slip 
remains flat across the central front and back portions of 
the waistline, and also fits smoothly around the upper edge 
and over the bust. The only gathers are at the sides of the 
waist where they are least conspicuous. The slip thus 
fits smoothly under the outer clothing and serves to mini 
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mize, rather than accentuate the distortion of the wearer's 
figure. x 

The slip has only a single seam, the rear seam 24, which 
is preferably made as a flat stitched French seam, to pre 
vent fraying of the material. This construction permits 
the slip to be manufactured at low cost and yet results 
in a neat and desirable garment. The single panel from 
which the slip is made forms a garment with a bust-cover 
ing or bodice portion, which is the portion lying above the 
waist line region indicated by the dotted line 25, and a 
skirt portion which may be made any desired length ac 
cording to sizes, and current fashions. 

Wihat is claimed is: 
1. A woman's slip comprising: a generally tubular gar 

ment having a top margin, a bodice region, a waistline re 
gion, and a skirt region, each of said regions having cen 
tral front and rear portions and side portions, all said front 
and rear portions being smooth; elastic members disposed 
generally horizontally across the side portions only of the 
waistline region, said members being secured to the gar 
ment under tension and forming shirrings in the side por 
tions of said waistline region; and a pair of generally ver 
tical, flat, stitched folds, one disposed in each side portion 
of the bodice region, said folds commencing at the top 
margin and being of substantial depth at the top, and run 
ning down along the bodice region with no increase in 
depth, and terminating adjacent said elastic members 
thereby creating fullness in the garment in the regions in 
which said elastic members are disposed, said foids being 
of such depth at the top margin as to make said margin 
substantially smaller in circumference than is said waist 
line region when said members are stretched. 

2. A woman's sip as described in claim 1, said folds 
comprising V-shaped darts decreasing evenly in depth 
from top to bottom and tapering to a point adjacent said 
elastic members. 

3. A woman's slip as described in claim 1, said folds 
comprising pleats of the same depth from top to bottom. 
and being stitched part way down the bodice and released 
adjacent said elastic members. 

4. A woman's slip, comprising a single panel of sheet 
material having an arcuate bottom edge, a top edge, a 
central portion and end edges disposed substantially radi 
ally with respect to said bottom edge, a Sean joining said 
end edges together to form a generally tubular garment 
with said seam centrally disposed in the rear, the central 
portion of the panel forming the front of the garment, the 
garment having a bodice region, a waist line region and 
a skirt region, all with front, side, and rear portions, elas 
tic members secured generally horizontally to the side 
portions of said waistline region, said members being Se 
cured under tension to form shirrings in the panel and 
being horizontally spaced apart to leave the garment 
smooth in the front and rear portions of the waistline re 
gion, and a pair of flat stitched, generally vertical folds, 
one disposed in each side portion of the bodice region, said 
folds commencing, and being of substantial depth at, said 
top edge and extending downward without increase in 
depth and terminating adjacent said members thereby cre 
ating fullness in the garment in the regions in which said 
elastic members are disposed, said fold being of such depth 
at the top margin as to make said margin substantially 
smaller in circumference than is said waistline region 
when said members are stretched. 

5. A woman's slip as described in claim 4, composed of 
woven material, the weave lying straight up and down in 
said central portion and bias with respect to said end 
edges. 

6. A woman's slip as described in claim 4, the central 
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4. 
portion of said panel being longer than said end edges 
from said waistline region to said bottom edge. 

7. A woman's slip, comprising a single panel of sheet 
material having an arcuate bottom edge, a top edge, a 
central portion and end edges disposed substantially ra 
dially with respect to said bottom edge, a seam joining 
said end edges together to form a generally tubular gar 
ment with said seam centrally disposed in the rear, the 
central portion of the panel forming the front of the 
garment, the garment having a bodice region, a waist line 
region and a skirt region, all with front, side, and rear 
portions, a first and a second pair of vertically spaced elas 
tic threads having front and rear ends, each of said pairs 
of threads being secured horizontally to one of the side 
portions of said waist line region and under tension to 
form shirrings in the garment, said pairs of threads being 
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horizontally spaced apart to leave the garment smooth in 
the front and rear portions of the waistline region, ver 
tical stitched darts traversing and securing the front and 
rear ends of said threads, and a pair of flat, Stitched, gen 
erally vertical folds, one disposed in each side portion of 
the bodice region, said folds commencing, and being of 
substantial depth at, said top edge and extending down 
ward without increase in depth and terminating adjacent 
said members thereby creating fullness in the garment in 
the regions in which said threads are disposed, the gar 
ment being substantially larger in circumference in Said 
waistline region, when said threads are stretched, than at 
said top edge. 

8. A woman's slip comprising: a generally tubular gar 
ment having a top margin, a bodice region, a waistline re 
gion, and a skirt region, each of said regions having cen 
tral front and rear portions, and side portions, all said 
front and rear portions being smooth, said garment being 
formed from a panel of substantially the same circum 
ferential size at said top margin as at said waistline region; 
a first and a second pair of vertically spaced elastic threads 
having front and rear ends, each of said pairs of threads 
being secured horizontally to one of the side portions of 
said waistline region and under tension to form shirrings 
in the garment, said pairs of threads being horizontally 
spaced apart to leave the garment Smooth in the front 
and rear portions of the waistline region, vertical stitched 
darts traversing and securing the front and rear ends of 
said threads; and a pair of generally vertical, flat, stitched 
folds, one disposed on each side portion of the bodice re 
gion, said folds commencing at the top margin and being 
of substantial depth at the top and running down along the 
bodice region with no increase in depth, and terminating 
adjacent said threads, said folds being of Such depth at 
the top margin as to make said margin substantially smaller 
in circumference than is said waistline region when said 
threads are stretched. 
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