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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES W. WLSTON,
of the city and (,ouuty of San Franeisco, and
State of Califor nia, have invented an Improve-
ment in Fruit and’ Berry Boxes, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings.

The particular class of fruit and berry bas-
kets or boxes to which my invention relates
are made of thin wood-shavings or veneers.
The most common method of coustructing
these boxes is to take two strips of veneer, of
the proper width, and cross their wmiddles, so
as to form the bot;Ljom of the box. The four
ends are then turned up to form the four sides
of the box, and a metallic binding stiffens and
preserves thc proper shape of the boxes.

Hercetofore boxes of this class have only
been made in small sizes, suitable only for cou-
taining one or two pounds of small frait, such
as berries and the like. The reason of this
was that the wmanufacturers, even in constroct-
ing the small boxes above refelred to, insisted
that the metallic binding must be made in
oue coutiuunous piece, in order to give the
boxes the requisite strength and durability,
and they therefore purchased tin in the sheet,
in order to be able to cut out single strips of
sufficient length. to encompass the entire top
of the box.

I have discovered; however, that I can em-
ploy any number of short strips of sheet mes-
al for binding not only the small -berry-boxes,
but that I can manufacture large boxes or
baskets capable of ¢ontaining large fruit, and
at the same time render thewm sufficiently rig-
id and durable. This enables me to make the
small boxes cheaper than heretofore, because
I can use certain kinds of scrap-tin (the ref-

use from tin-shops) for the binding-strips; and

it also enables e to produce, as a new artlcle
of manutacture, large boxes or baskets made
in this way.

Referring to the accompanylng drawing,
Figure 1is a perspective view of a basket.

A represents a box or basket, which is made
of two strips of veneer of thin wood-shavings,
crossed upon each other to form the bottom

‘of the box, while the ends are tarned up to

form the sides of the box. These upturne:l
ends are beld in place and stiffened by a me-
tallic binding, as represented. Instead of
using one continuous piece of metal to form
the binding-strip, I use two or more short
pieces, b b, and overlap their eunds, as at ¢, so
that the end of one strip will fasten upon the
end of the adjoining strip on each side. - Iam
also careful that each corner shall be formed
at or near the middle of a short strip, so as
to give rigid corners.

In binding a box, I prefer to first apply the
strips which bind and form the corners, and
then fill up the space between them with oth-
er overlapping binding-strips. This arrange-
ment, as above stated, enables me also to make
large boxes in this manuer.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
is—

1. The 1mprovemenb in binding for berry-
boxes, A, consisting of two or more strips of
sheet Lneml bb, the ends of which overlap
each other, substantlally as and for the pur-
pose described.

2, As a new article of manufacture, baskets
or boxes for large fruit, consisting of two ve-
neers crossed at right angles to each other,
and having the ends of said strips turned up
to form the sides of the box, when the edges
of said strips are held in place and stiffened ..
by two or more strips of metallic binding, the
ends of which overlap each other, substan-
tially as and for the purpose described.

In witness whereof 1 have herqunto set my
hand and seal..

CHARLES W, WESTON. [L.s.] .
Witnesses:
OLwyN T. STACY,
FRANK A, BROOKS.



