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Wirginia S. Brown, Hollywood, Calif. 

Application January 27, 1948, Serial No. 4,682 
(C. 36-2.5) 17 Clains. 

1. 
This invention relates to footwear, and es 

cially to a type of footwear that is particularly 
useful when worn by a person participating in 
outdoor SportS. 
One of the objects of the invention is to pro 

vide footwear of this character, which will pre 
sent an upper that does not necessarily include 
a lacing such as ordinarily used at the front of 
an upper for securing it tightly about the Wearer's 
ankle; in other words, to provide a construction 
which Will give considerable freedom of move 
ment of the ankle though at the same time pro 
tecting the ankle at the sides and front. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

footwear of this type, including a Sole and an 
upper, having improved means for Securing the 
upper and the sole together, which can, When 
desired, be readily released to permit the upper 
to be worn indoors without the regular Sole. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

means associated with the Sole and the upper, 
which will co-operate with the wearer's foot to 
prevent lateral shifting of the forward portion 
of the sole with respect to the wearer's foot. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

footwear of this general type, which is so con 
structed as to facilitate the quick and easy at 
tachment of the footwear to one's foot, and to 
this end, in the preferred embodiment of the in 
vention, the upper of the footwear is formed SO 
that it is open at the side toward the heel to 
facilitate the introduction of the Wearer's foot 
into the upper; and at the same time to provide 
means associated with the counter of the footwear 
to secure the upper to the counter. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

footwear such as described, having features of 
construction associated with the upper and the 
sole, which will enable a simple thong to be 
readily secured to the upper in Such a way as to 
hold the sole Securely to it, while at the same 
time avoiding any interference with the free 
movements of the Wearer's foot and ankle. 
In the preferred embodiment, the invention in 

cludes an upper which has a flexible Sole-piece 
incorporated therewith; and one of the objects 
of the invention is to provide a relatively rigid 
sole having features of construction which fa 
cilitate its being quickly and removably attached 
to the upper through the agency of a thong, or 
thongS. 
In a preferred embodiment of the invention 

a fastener is employed, that projects up from the 
relatively rigid sole, and located in a position to 
enable it to lie between the large toe and its ad 
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2 
jacent toe of the wearer; and one of the objects 
of the invention is to provide an improved con 
Struction for this fastener, which will insure the 
Security of its mounting on the relatively rigid 
or Stiff Sole of the footwear, and at the same 
time provide means for protecting the wearer's 
foot from direct contact with the side of the 
fastener. 

Further objects of the invention will appear 
hereinafter. 
The invention consists in the novel parts and 

combinations of parts to be described hereinafter, 
all of Which contribute to produce efficient foot 
Wear. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention is de 

Scribed in the following specification, while the 
broad Scope of the invention is pointed out in 
the appended claims. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective of an example of foot 

Wear embodying my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the footwear illus 

trated in Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective further illustrating the 

footwear, and showing the upper in a position 
just above the Sole to which it can be attached. 
The lower division of this perspective illustrates 
the preferred construction for the sole, and in 
dicates a thong applied to the sole. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view, and is a perspec 
tive illustrating closely associated parts of the 
counter of the footwear, and the rear flaps or 
extensions that form the rear ends of the upper. 
This view particularly illustrates the means that 
I may employ to facilitate securing these two 
flaps together, and also to the counter. 

Fig. 5 is a top plan of the sole of the footwear, 
and particularly illustrating the position in which 
the toe fastener for the thong is located with re 
lation to the toes of the foot of the Wearer. This 
View also indicates in dotted lines, the manner 
in which the thong is passed through the fastener, 
and how its Strands croSS each other at the shank 
of the Sole. 

Fig. 6 is a vertical section through the sole and 
the lower portion of the upper, taken about on 
the line 6-6 of Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is also a perspective showing the lower 
portion of the footwear, and illustrating a modi 
fied embodiment of the fastener means that is 
employed at the toe portion of the footwear. 

Fig. 8 is a vertical Section taken about on the 
line 8-8 of Fig. 7, and with the rear portion of 
the footwear broken away. This view further 
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illustrates details of the fastener illustrated in 
Fig. 7. 
Referring particularly to Figs, 1 to 6, inclusive, 

in practicing the invention I provide a sole 
Which preferably includes an insole a and an 
outsole b, and I provide an upper 2 which is of 
flexible material such as thin leather. The sole 
l, however, is relatively thick and has some rigid 
ity as compared with the upper 2. 
The heel portion 3 of the upper as illustrated 

in Fig. 3, fits against the inner faces of the sides 
4 of a counter 5. This counter 5 is also prefer 
ably of more or less flexible material such as used 
in the upper 2. The overlapping edges of the 
portions 3 and & may be secured together in any 
desired manner, for example, by stitching or by 
means of cement. 
The upper is provided with a sole-piece 6, which 

is also preferably of flexible material, and secured 
around its edge to the lower edge of the upper 
and to the lower edge of the counter by means of 
a Stitched seam (see Fig. 6). 
The upper 2 extends a considerable distance 

above the sole So as to operate as a protection for 
the forward side and lateral sides of the ankle 
and limb of the person Wearing this article. At 
the rear side as indicated at 8, the upper 2 is 
open, to enable the Wearer's foot to be introduced 
into the upper from the rear side. The necessity 
for this is occasioned by the fact that the curved 
forward wall 9 of the upper where a lacing is 
usually provided in shoes, is formed into a con 
tinuous closed wall. By reason of the opening at 
the point 8, the upper rear portion of the upper 
forms two flapS 0. When this footwear is being 
put on One's foot, the flapS 9 are swung away 
from each other as indicated in Fig. 3, so as to 
permit the toe of the foot to be inserted into the 
toe portion of the upper. The foot is pushed 
forwardly far enough to enable the heel of the 
foot to be pushed down into the counter 5. 
In accordance with my invention, I provide de 

tachable means associated with the lower por 
tions of the flaps (), and With the counter, which 
Will enable these three parts to be detachably Se 
cured together, and this detachable connection 
preferably is completed through the agency of 
means including thongs, or a thong 2. The 
manner of Securing this thong to the upper and 
the Sole, to enable it to complete the connection 
at the rear of the counter 5, and also to Secure 
the sole to the upper, will be described more 
fully in detail at another point in this specifica 
tion. However, this connection formed at the 
counter, preferably includes an eye 3 formed on, 
or attached to, one of the flaps 9, indicated Spe 
cifically by the numeral Ga. The opposite flap 
O has an opening or eyelet 4, and in making a 

connection the flap f Ca is folded inside of the 
flap 10, and the eye 3 is threaded through the 
eyelet 4, after which it is pushed outwardly 
through an eyelet 5 that is formed near the up 
per edge of the counter and in its medial plane. 
These details are illustrated clearly in Fig. 4 as 
well as in Fig. 3. 
While such a fastener can be merely attached 

if desired, to the upper Side of the upper wall 5 
of the toe portion , I prefer to provide a fas 
tener the lower end of which is secured to the 
sole, and this fastener is located in such a posi 
tion on the Sole that it is adapted to fit into the 
space 8 between the large toe and the toe adja 
cent to it when the wearer puts on the footwear. 
This is illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6, in which the 

40 

tij 

4 
wire, the lower end of which is rigid with a disc 
form base 9 anchored to the Sole . The upper 
end of the stern of the fastener is bent around 
to form an eye 26 which projects up through an 
opening or slot 2 that is cut or punched in the 
wall 6 of the upper f. The plane of the eye 20 
is preferably vertical in a front and rear plane to 
fit into the slot 2 which extends parallel with 
the axis of the sole. 

In order to protect the foot from direct con 
tact with the metallic stem of the fastener , I 
prefer to encase the stem and the eye 2 in a 
flexible sheath 22 of thin leather or similar ma 
terial. This sheath, however, is fitted so that it 
does not close the eye 23 when it projects through 
the slot 2. Hence it does not interfere with 
threading a thong 2 through the eye 26 in the 
manner illustrated in Fig. 1. As illustrated there 
the thong 2 is applied so that a loop or bight 23 
of the thong pulls against the rear side of the 
eye 28, the thong being disposed in two strands 
i2a and 2b that extend rearwardly and down 
Wardly at the forward portion of the footwear. 
These strands extend to a point under the instep 
of the foot and at the shank 24 of the sole, at 
which point each strand passes over to the oppo 
site side of the shoe as illustrated in Fig. 5. In 
View of this crossing of the strands, the strand 
f2b as shown in Fig. 1, will emerge from the sole 
at the left side of the footwear, and the strand 

f2d Will pass away from the shank 26 of the sole 
on the right side of the shoe. These strands are 
then passed up along the outer side of the counter 
5, and one or both of them are passed through 
the eye 3, and formed into a tie 25 at that point. 
Of course before making this tie, the strands 2a. 
and 2b should be pulled taut. 
While the sole can be made if desired, of a 

Single piece of relatively thick, rigid leather or 
Similar suitable sole material, I prefer to con 
Struct the sole with the insole a and outsole b as 
illustrated in Fig. 6, in which case the base 9 of 
the fastener is preferably mounted between the 
two sole pieces as illustrated in Fig. 6, after which 
the insole and outsole can be cemented together. 
In order to enable this to be accomplished, it is 
of course necessary to provide the insole a with a 
slot 26, which is sufficiently large to permit the 
eye 28 to be passed up through it from below. 
While the rear portion of the sole can be pro 

vided with a regular heel projecting downwardly 
So as to present a shoulder at its forward face, 
&Sainst Which the crossing extensions 2c of the 
Strands may rest when securing the upper in 
place on the Sole, prefer in practice to provide 
a coing it 2 between the insole a, and the out 
Soie b, through which the crossed portions of 
he strands extend. In order to form such a 

Conduit, and also to give more of a heel effect 
thali. Would otherwise occur, I prefer to provide 
One of flore liftS Such as the lift 28 between the 
heel portion 29 of the outsole and the heel por 
tion 3 of the insole. Just forward of the for 
Ward edge of the lift 23, the material of the in 
Sele a Wiil dispose itself in an inclined extension 
3i, vizich Wiki Inerge at its forward portion into 
the "flat' 3 (1 of the insole a, and the cementing 
oi the 'fat' 3 C of the insole to the outsole b 

extena back to a point such as the point 3 b 
chi. Will lie just forward of the conduit, 22. 

When this footwear is not being worn, the 
forward portion of the thong 2 is left in place, 
together with the crossed portions 2c, and the 
rear ends of the strands 2a and 2b are left 

fastener IT consists of a stem preferably of stout 75 lying loose so that whenever desired, the wearer's 
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foot can be thrust into the upper to apply the 
footwear in the manner already described, and 
secured in place bypassing the ends of the strands 
a2b through the eye 3, and forming the tie 25. 
However, if it is desired to use this footwear as 
a moccasin, or house slipper, this can be accom 
plished by detaching and removing the thong 
and the sole from the upper. This of course 
leaves the upper and the counter 5 in place, but 
without any tie connecting the flaps of the upper 
to the counter. But of course, if desired, the eye 
3 can be used with the eyelets 4 and f, to 
gether with a small cord or tie to coniaect these 
parts together to establish a more effective con 
nection between the flaps of the upper and 
the counter S. 

instead of employing the stem i with the 
eye 2 as illustrated in Fig. 6, I may construct 
this toe fastener in substantially the way illus 
rated in Fig. 8. In this view this fastener is 
illustrated as including a stem 32, which carries 
at its upper end a detachable head 33. This head 
33 is of considerably larger diameter than the 
stem or post 32, and his a threaded shank 34 
that is screwed down into a threaded socket in 
the upper end of the post 32. The head 33 has 
an integral neck 35 of Substantially the same 
diameter as the post 32, so that the lower end 
of the neck 35 operates as a shoulder to seat on 
the upper end of the post when the head 33 
is screwed home on the post. The wall 6a of 
the toe portion of the upper, of course has an 
opening 36 of sufficient diameter to permit the 
neck 35 to fit into it, if desired, the upper side 
of the head 33 Inay be provided with a screw 
driver Slot 3 to assist in putting the head in 
place. By reason of the relatively large diameter 
or width of the head 33, its under side forms a 
shoulder 3S, which enables a thong to be dis 
posed in a loop 33 around the neck 35 under 
this shoulder. This is illustrated in Fig. 8. 

In order to insure that the strands 2a and 
2b of the thong will fit or hug closely to the 

side of the upper in the vicinity of the shank 
28, I prefer to form the insole a with a shank 
24a, which is of coinsiderably less width than the 
Shank of the outsole. 
Many other embodiments of the invention may 

be resorted to without departing from the spirit 
of the invention, 

I claim as rly invention: 
1. In footwear, the combination of a shoe hav 

ing an upper for enveloping the wearer's ankle, 
and a counter for receiving the wearer's heel, a 
flexible Sole-piece connected to the upper and 
the counter, a sole of relatively stiff material 
under the Sole-piece and having an outline sub 
Stantially coextensive with the outline of said 
Sole-piece; and means including a forward thong 
extending across the fore part of said upper ad 
jacent the forward end thereof and passing under 
the said sole to secure the same to the shoe; 
Said thong also including a rear part extending 
from a point, adjacent the instep of the shoe to 
the rear side of the said counter for further 
Securing the rear part of said sole to the shoe. 

2. Footwear according to claim 1 in which the 
said upper is open above the counter to facilitate 
introducing the Wearer's foot into the same. 

3. Footwear according to claim 1 in which the 
Said upper is open above the counter to facilitate 
introducing the wearer's foot, and including 
manually controlled means for securing the rear 
portion of the upper to the said counter. 

5 

O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

6 
said upper is open adjacent the counter so as to 
form two flaps between which the wearer's foot 
may be introduced into the upper, and means 
associated with Said flaps and the counter co 
operating with the rear thong for closing the 
upper at the heel. 

5. Footwear according to claim 1, in which the 
said upper is open adjacent the counter, so that 
it presents two flaps between which the wearer's 
foot may be introduced into the upper, and means 
associated with said fiaps and the counter, in 
cluding an eye carried by one of Said parts and 
eyelets formed in the other parts through which 
the eye passes, so that the said eye projects rear 
Wardly at the rear of the counter for attach 
ment to the rear portion of the thong. 

6. Footwear according to claim 1, including a 
part projecting up from the forepart of the upper 
adapted to have the forward portion of the thong 
attached thereto. 

7. Footwear according to claim i, including a 
stem mounted at its lower end on the sole and 
located in a position to enable the same to project 
up between two of the Wearer's toes. 

8. Footwear according to claim 1, including a 
Stem mounted at its lower end in the sole and lo 
cated in a position to enable the same to project 
up between two of the Wearer's toes, and a protec 
tive sheath of flexible material enveloping the 
said stem, said stem having an eye projecting 
up through the wall of Said upper adjacent the 
toe for attachment to a thong. 

9. In footwear, the combination of a shoe hav 
ing an upper for enveloping the wearer's ankle, 
(and a counter for receiving the wearer's heel, a 
flexible solepiece connected to the upper and the 
counter, a sole of relatively stiff material under 
the Sole-piece, and having an outline substantial 
ly coextensive with the outline of said sole-piece; 
and means including a forward thong extending 
across the fore part of said upper adjacent the 
forward end thereof and passing under the said 
Sole to Secure the same to the shoe; said thong 
!also including a rear part extending from a point 
adjacent the instep of the shoe to the rear side 
Of the said counter for further securing the rear 
part of Said Sole to the shoe; said thong means 
comprising a single piece with its middle portion 
Secured to the upper adjacent one end thereof, 

59 so that the thong is disposed in two strands cross 
ing each other under the shank of the heel, and 
with the ends of Said strands secured to the upper 
toward the other end thereof. 

10. Footwear according to claim 9, in which the 
Sole includes an insole and an outsole between 
which the strands of the thong are disposed at 
the shank of the sole. 

11. Footwear according to claim 9, in which the 
Sole includes an insole and an outsole with a heel 
lift disposed between the same; and in which the 
clossed Strands lie between the insole and the out 
Sole for Ward of Said heel lift. 

12. Footwear of the kind described, having a 
Sole and an upper disposed above the sole, said 
Upper having an opening in the upper wall there 
of adjacent the toe of the footwear; and fastener 
means Secured at its lower end to the sole and 
projecting upwardly at its upper end through said 
Opening, and having means above the opening to 
enable the same to co-operate with a thong for 
securing the upper to the sole. 

13. Footwear of the kind described, having an 
insole and an outsole, and an upper disclosed 
above the insole, said upper having an opening in 

4. Footwear according to claim 1 in which the 75 the upper wall thereof adjacent the toe portion 



of the upper; and fastener means including, a. 
disc-form base located between the insole and the 
outsole with a stem extending up through the in 
sole and having an eye at its upper end project 
ing upwardly through said opening, said eye ca 
pable of co-operating with a thong for securing 
the upper to the sole. 

14. Footwear of the kind described, having a 
sole and an upper disposed above the Sole, said 
upper having an opening in the upper Wall there 
of adjacent the toe of the footwear; and fastener 
means secured at its lower end to the Sole and 
projecting upwardly at its upper end through 
said opening, said fastener means including a 
shank and a removable head secured thereto 
above the said upper Wall, said head being of 
larger width than the shank to facilitate attach 
ing a thong to the shank for securing the upper 
to the Sole. 

15. In footwear of the kind described, a sole 
member, a fastener extending upwardly from 
said sole on the toe portion thereof, and having 
an eye at the upper end thereof, said fastener be 
ing located in a position to enable it to extend 
up between the wearer's large toe and its adja 
cent toe with the eye above the toes; and a thong 
extending through the eye. 

16. In footwear of the kind described, a Sole 
member, a fastener extending upwardly from said 
sole-on the toe portion thereof, and having an eye 
at the upper end thereof, said fastener being lo 
cated in a position to, enable, it to extend up-be 
tween the wearer's large toe and its adjacent toe, 
said sole including an insole and an outsole ca 
pable of co-operating With the upper resting 
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8. 
thereon; in combination with a thong Secured to 
the fastening means and disposed in two strands 
crossing the Shank of the Sole between the insole 
and the outsole, for securing the upper to the sole; 
the shank of the insoie, being of considerably leSS 
width than the shank of the OutSole, so as to en 
able the strands of the thong to hug closely to the 
upper when the thong is being Secured to the 
uppel. 

17. In footwear, the combination of a shoe hav 
ing an upper for enveloping the wearer's ankle, 
including a flexible sole-piece and a counterse 
cured to the upper, and receiving the wearer's 
heel, a sole of relatively stiff material under the 

, sole-piece, fastening means projecting up from 
the upper at the toe portion thereof, fastening 
means associated with the said counter, and a 
thong disposed in a loop at one of said fastening 
means and dispOSed in two strands extending 
away from the forward fastening means and 
crossed under the shank of the flexible sole-piece, 
and with the end portions of the strands secured 
to the other fastening means. 

VIRGINIA S. BROWN. 
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