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Miy invention relates to bathing capS and has 
for its primary object to provide a bathing cap 
which may be opened to slip easily over the 
wearer's head and hair Without, disturbing the 
hair, and then closed Snugly around the forehead, 
cheeks and neck to form a Simoothly fitting, Sub 
stantially Watertight, protection. 
A further object is to provide a bathing cap 

which eliminates the need of stretching or dis 
torting the bathing cap in order to fit it over the 
head so that the cap may be inade of material 
having less stretching capability than ixitlist be 
provided in conventional caps, thus increasing the 
range of materials from Which the cap may be 
made. 
A further object is to provide a bathing cap 

Which employs slide fasteners to draw Sega eits 
of the cap together over a sealing Web so that 
the cap remains Watertight, and which, by reason 
of the fact that the Segments may be So drawia 
together, provides a particularly smooth and 
form-fitting contour over the back of the head 
and neck. 
With the above and other objects in View, as 

may appear hereinafter, reference is directed to 
the following drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a side perspective view of niny bather's 
cap shown as it appears When Worn, and indicat 
ing by dotted lines the enlarged form which it 
assumes when being fitted over one's head, or 
being renoved. 

Figure 2 is a rear perspective view of ry 
bather's cap, shown as it appears when Wora, and 
indicating by dotted line the folded pleat. 

Figure 3 is a rear perspective view of my 
bather's cap as it appears when opened. 

Figure 4 is a similar rear view of a, Iaodified 
form of my bather's cap. 

Figure 5 is an enlarged, transverse, sectional 
view through 5-5 of Fig. 2, showing the nanner 
in which the pleat folds on opposite sides of the 
slide fastener, the pleat folds, however, being 
separated to facilitate the illustration. 
My bathing cap, represented generally at , 

is shaped to conform to the Wearer's head and is 
provided with a face opening 2 and a neck open 
ing 3 which interSect at the juncture of the face 
and neck openings to form tabs 4 which are joined 
by a chin Strap 5. Suitable fastening elements 
are provided on the tabs and chin strap. 
The cap member is split from a point at the 

crown of the head, over the back of the head, 
and to the midpoint of the neck opening 3. The 
coacting parts of a slide fastener 6 are Secured 
along opposite margins of the slit and a slide 
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is provided for joining the two parts of the slide 
fastener, So that when joined the cap forms a 
complete covering for the hair. The slit provided 
With the slide fasterner 6 divides the back portion 
of the cap into two segments. In addition to the 
slide fastener these are connected by means of a 
gore 8 which is sewed to the two segments along 
the nargin of the slit. The gore is adapted to 
fold upon itself, as shown in Fig. 5, when the two 
Segments are brought together, and spreads out, 
as shown in Fig. 3, when the slide fastener is 
disengaged or opened. 
The cap member may be formed of molded 

rubber, or of various plastics, and is shaped so 
that it conforms quite accurately to the curva 
ture of the head, particularly around the back of 
the head as it joins the neck. The presence of 
the gore, however, enables the sides of the cap 
member to be spread apart, as shown in Fig. 3, 
and by dotted lines in Fig. 1, so that the cap may 
be slipped over the hair without disturbing the 
coiffure, and then caused to it Snugly by closing 
the slide fastener 3. It will be observed that the 
cap need not be stretched over the head, or bind 
the sides of the head, in order to fit Snugly 
around the margins of the face and neck open 
ings. Further lore, inaSnuch as the materia 
comprising the cap need not be stretched over 
the head either in the course of fitting the cap 
on the head or renoving it, it follows that various 
plastic materials may be used which do not have 
the Stretching characteristics of rubber. Some 
of these materials are Superior to rubber with 
regard to appearance, transparency, or texture, 
but they have heretofore been usuitaole due to 
the need for stretching the conventionaliy con 
Structed cap ovel the head. 
The gore, when folded as shown in Fig. 5, pro 

vides an adequate shield against the entrance of 
Water through the Slide fasterner 6. While the 
gore may be made of the Same material as the cap 
member , it is desirable, insofar as the strength 
of the material permits, to construct the gore 
from material which is relatively thin as com 
pared to the material comprising the cap mem 
ber so that the gore may fold Snugly with a mini 
numbulk. 

Reference is directed to Fig. 4, wherein there 
is illustrated a modified form of my bathing cap. 
The essential difference from the previously de 
scribed cap is the provision of two slits extend 
ing from a point adjacent the crown, down the 
back of the cap and behind the ears, so that the 
back portion of the cap is divided into three seg 
ments. The two slits are provided with slide 
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fasteners if and are bridged by two gores f2. In 
either construction a snugly fitting cap is pro 
vided without undue stretching of any part. 
Many other embodiments of the invention may 

be resorted to without departing from the Spirit 
of the invention. 
I claim: 
1. A bather's cap involving: a head conform 

ing cap having openings for the face and neck of 
the wearer, and defining at least one slit extend 
ing from the neck to the crown of the cap; a gore 
set in said slit and sealed to the margins thereof, 
and a continuous fastener means extending the 
length of said slit for drawing the margins of said 
slit into juxtaposition. 

2. A bather's cap involving: a cap structure 
shaped to conform to the wearer's head and de 
fining communicating face and neck openings, 
said cap structure also defining a slit extending 
from the neck to the crown of the cap, a gore 
set in said cap and sealed to the margins of said 
slit whereby the face and neck openings of the 
cap may be enlarged and the margins of Said cap 
extend divergingly for ready placement over the 
wearer's head, and continuous fastener means 
extending the length of said slit for dra Wing the 
margins of said slit into juxtaposition and draw 
said cap structure into conformity with the 
Wearer's head. 

3. A bather's cap involving: at least a pair of 
head covering elements together defining a head 
conforming cap structure having connected face 
and neck openings, the frontal portions of said 
elements being integrally connected, their top 
and rearward portion defining a slit, coacting 
continuous connecting means along the margins 
of said slit to join said elements together, and a 
flexible expander element sealed to each of said 
head covering elements and bridging said Slit to 
permit expansion of Said head and neck openings 
by separation of said head covering eiements in 
the region of said slit, and forming a Seal to ex 
clude water from entrance through said slit. 

4. A bather's cap involving: a pair of head 
conforming side portions and a central portion 
adapted when juxtaposed to form a cap struc 
ture conforming to the wearer's head and having 
connecting face and neck openings, said portions 
joined integrally from the crown to the face open 
ing of the cap structure and defining slits con 
tinuing from the crown to the neck opening 
thereof, continuous coacting means along the 
margins of said sits to join Said portions to 
gether, and a flexible expander element sealed 
to adjacent portions and bridging said slits to 
permit expansion of said head and neck Openings 
by separation of said portions in the region of 
said slits, and forming a seal to exclude water 
from entrance through said slits. 

5. A bather's cap involving: a head conform 

4 
ing cap having openings for the face and neck 
of the wearer, and defining at least one slit ex 
tending from the neck to the crown of the cap; 
a chin strap separating said face and neck open 
ings; a gore set in said slit and sealed to the 
margins thereof, and a continuous fastener 
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means extending the length of said slit for draw 
ing the margins of said slit into juxtaposition, 
and coacting with said chin strap to cause the 
margins of said neck opening to conform closely 
to the neck of the wearer. 

6. A bather's cap involving: a cap structure 
shaped to conform to the Wearer's head and de 
fining Communicating face and neck openings, 
said cap structure also defining a slit extending 
from the neck to the crown of the cap; a chin 
strap separating said face and neck openings; a 
gore set in said cap and sealed to the margins of 
said Slit whereby the face and neck openings of 
the cap may be enlarged and the margins of said 
cap extend divergingly for ready placement over 
the Wearer's head, and continuous fastener 
means extending the length of said slit for draw 
ing the margins of Said slit into juxtaposition 
and draw said cap structure into conformity with 
the Wearer's head, and coacting With said chin 
strap to cause the margins of said neck opening 
to conform closely to the neck of the wearer. 

7. A bather's cap involving: a pair of head con 
forming Side portions and a central portion 
adapted when juxtaposed to form a cap structure 
conforming to the Wearer's head and having 
connecting face and neck openings, said portions 
joined integrally from the crown to the face open 
ing of the cap structure and defining slits con 
tinuing from the crown to the neck opening 
thereof; a chin strap separating said face and 
neck Openings; continuous coacting means along 
the margins of said slits to join said portions to 
gether, and a flexible expander element sealed 
to adjacent portions and bridging said slits to 
permit expansion of said head and neck openings 
by separation of said portions in the region of 
said slits, and forming a Seal to exclude water 
from entrance through said slits, and coacting 
With said chin strap to cause the margins of 
said neck opening to conform closely to the neck 
Of the Wearer. ; 
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