
(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2008/0288283 A1 

Baldwin, JR. et al. 

US 20080288283A1 

(43) Pub. Date: Nov. 20, 2008 

(54) 

(76) 

(21) 
(22) 

(63) 

HEALTHCARE FINANCING SYSTEMAND 
METHOD 

Inventors: Byron S. Baldwin, JR., Lincolnton, 
GA (US); Phillip Dolamore, 
Plantation, FL (US); Thomas 
Mahaney, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
(US) 

Correspondence Address: 
GREENBERG TRAURIG, LLP 
MET LIFE BUILDING, 200 PARKAVENUE 
NEW YORK, NY 10166 (US) 
Appl. No.: 11/957,059 
Filed: Dec. 14, 2007 

Related U.S. Application Data 

Continuation of application No. 09/951,962, filed on 
Sep. 13, 2001, now Pat. No. 7,333,937. 

78 - 

1. 

Co 
C 

Receive Patient 

O 

N 

90 N. 

lect Health 
are Grant 

information 

Data 

ldentify 
ualification 
Criteria 

atient Data 
Satisfies 
Criteria? 

YES 

Create 
Otification 

82 

Publication Classification 

(51) Int. Cl. 
G06O 50/00 (2006.01) 

(52) U.S. Cl. ............................................................ 705/2 

(57) ABSTRACT 

A method for financing health care includes the steps of 
receiving patient data in a data processing system; collecting 
from disparate health care grant systems health care grant 
information into a single database; identifying qualification 
criteria in the health care grant information; and, comparing 
the patient data to the qualification criteria and, if the patient 
data satisfies the criteria, creating a notification that the cri 
teria have been met. A system for financing health care is also 
disclosed. 
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HEALTHCARE FINANCING SYSTEMAND 
METHOD 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a continuation of U.S. applica 
tion Ser. No. 09/951,962, filed Sep. 13, 2001. The aforemen 
tioned application is incorporated herein by reference in its 
entirely. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Field of the Invention 
0003. The present invention relates to the field of health 
care billing systems, and more particularly to financing health 
Care treatment. 

0004 2. Background of the Invention 
0005. Current methods employed by health care organiza 
tions in the qualification of applicants for healthcare financial 
assistance generally include the manual interpretation of 
demographic, health care and financial data. The interpreta 
tion of Such data can include the comparison of the data with 
written guidelines provided by public and private agencies 
offering health care financial assistance through grants, tax 
fund programs, and government programs such as Medicaid 
and Medicare. Additionally, many health care financial assis 
tance programs require the interpretation of financial data, 
Such as those obtainable through conventional credit report 
ing, as part of the grant process. Still, the interpretive result 
can be characterized as having less than desirable accuracy. 
0006 Public and private financial assistance programs, of 
which there can be dozens at any time, have proven helpful in 
defraying some expenses experienced by health care provid 
ers in providing healthcare services to individuals of less than 
adequate means. The Suitability of individual assistance pro 
grams, however, can vary depending upon the demographic, 
health care and financial data of each patient. Yet, identifying 
Suitable financial assistance programs can be difficult in view 
both of the changing number and type of financial assistance 
programs, and the inaccuracies associated with interpreting 
the demographic, health care and financial data. In many 
cases, the Successful identification of Suitable assistance pro 
grams can depend on the experience, training and knowledge 
of individual admitting and billing clerks employed by the 
health care provider. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0007. A method for financing health care includes the 
steps of receiving patient data in a data processing system; 
collecting from disparate health care grant systems health 
care grant information into a single database; identifying 
qualification criteria in the health care grant information; and, 
comparing the patient data to the qualification criteria and, if 
the patient data satisfies the criteria, creating a notification 
that the criteria have been met. The patient data can include at 
least one of credit data, insurance data, and income data. The 
health care grant information can include qualification crite 
ria. The health care grant system can be any Suitable system, 
for example, Medicaid. 
0008. The single database can be accessed by the data 
processing system through an internet connection. The health 
care grant information can be collected from the health care 
grant systems by accessing the systems and querying for Such 
information, and Such queries and responsive data can also be 
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transmitted through an internet connection. The health care 
grant information can also be collected from the health care 
grant systems by receiving information transmitted by the 
health care grant systems, as in periodic or intermittent 
updates. 
0009. The health care grant information can include health 
care grant amounts, and the method can further comprise the 
step of obtaining Such health care grant amounts for health 
care grant systems which have criteria which have been sat 
isfied by the patient data. The grant amount can be compared 
to the health care costs of the patient. Financing can be 
obtained for any portion of the health care costs of the patient 
in excess of the grant amount. A health care grant application 
can be provided for the health care grant system for which the 
criteria have been satisfied. 

0010. A system for obtaining health care financing 
includes a data processing system adapted to receive patient 
data and a single database having stored therein the health 
care grant information of a plurality of disparate health care 
grant systems. The data processing system is adapted to iden 
tify qualification criteria in the health care grant information, 
to compare the patient data to the qualification criteria and, if 
the patient data satisfies the criteria, to create a notification 
that the criteria have been met. 

0011. The data processing system can comprise structure 
for collecting the health care grant information from the 
health care grant systems by accessing the systems and que 
rying for the information. The data processing system can 
comprise structure for collecting the health care grant infor 
mation from the health care grant systems by receiving infor 
mation transmitted by the health care grant systems, as in 
regular or intermittent updates. 
0012. The health care grant information can include health 
care grant amounts, and the system of the invention can obtain 
the grant amounts for the health care grant systems which 
have criteria which have been satisfied by the patient data. 
The system further can comprise structure for comparing the 
grant amounts to health care costs for the patient, and for 
obtaining financing for any portion of the health care costs of 
the patient in excess of the amount of the grant. The system 
can provide a health care grant application for the health care 
grant system for which the criteria have been satisfied. 
0013. A machine readable storage according to the inven 
tion has stored thereon a computer program for financing 
health care. The computer program has a plurality of code 
sections executable by a machine for causing the machine to 
perform the steps of receiving patient data in a data process 
ing system; collecting from disparate health care grant sys 
tems health care grant information into a single database; 
identifying qualification criteria in the healthcare grant infor 
mation; comparing the patient data to the qualification criteria 
and, if the patient data satisfies the criteria, creating a notifi 
cation that the criteria have been met. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0014. There are shown in the drawings embodiments 
which are presently preferred, it being understood, however, 
that the invention is not limited to the precise arrangements 
and instrumentalities shown, wherein: 
0015 FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a health care 
financing system according to the invention; and, 
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0016 FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of a health care financing 
method according to the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

0017. The present invention is a health care financing sys 
tem in which healthcare grant information can be analyzed to 
determine whether a patient qualifies for a health care grant. 
A health care financing system 10 according to the invention 
is shown in FIG.1. In the health care financing system 10 of 
the present invention, a data processing system 14 is adapted 
to receive patient data. The data processing system 14 will 
typically be operated by a health care provider 20, although it 
is possible that the data processing system 14 could be oper 
ated by the patient 24 or by another person or entity. In one 
aspect of the invention, the data processing system 14 
includes a database 28. 
0018. Health care grant systems maintain health care grant 
information in respective health care grant system databases 
32.36 and 40. Although the illustrated embodiment includes 
three health care grant systems, it will be apparent that any 
number of health care grant systems and health care grant 
system databases are possible. The health care grant systems 
can be selected from any suitable system which tracks pro 
grams which offer financial assistance to patients meeting 
qualification criteria. Such programs can include public pro 
grams such as Medicare and Medicaid, WAGES. TANF, and 
WIC programs, as well as private programs such as founda 
tions and for-profit and not-for-profit entities offering health 
care financial assistance for qualifying applicants. 
0019 Health care grant information retrieved from the 
health care systems 32, 36 and 40 can be stored in a single 
database. The database can be associated with the health care 
provider 20, as shown by the database 28. It is also possible, 
however, that the database is located remotely from the health 
care provider 20 as indicated by the database 44. The remote 
database 44 can have an associated data processing system 
54. Access to the remote database 44 can be accomplished by 
any suitable methodology. In one aspect, access to the remote 
database 44 is accomplished through the Internet 50. 
0020. The data processing system 54 can query health care 
grant systems 32.36 and 40 for health care grant information. 
The responses including the healthcare grant information can 
bestored in the remote database 44 or in the database 28 of the 
health care provider 20. In another aspect, the health care 
grant systems update the databases with current health care 
grant information. These updates can be periodic, and can be 
performed so as to regularly update the database 28 or 44 with 
health care grant information. The updates can also be inter 
mittent, such as whenever there is information to be updated 
or when a given amount of new information is available for 
update. The transmission of the health care grant information 
and the queries can be transmitted over a suitable network 
medium such as the Internet 50. 
0021. The patient data can include any suitable data useful 
or necessary for applying for or qualifying for health care 
grants. For instance, the patient data can include credit data. 
Also, the patient data can include insurance data. Finally, the 
patient data can further include income data. Typically, when 
applying for Medicare and Medicaid, an asset test is per 
formed to determine financial aid eligibility. In the present 
invention, a credit report can be used in lieu of Such assettest. 
Still, these examples are not intended to be limiting and are 
only exemplary of possible patient data. In particular, as is 
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known in the art, Such patient data information typically is 
used by health care grant systems to make decisions as to 
health care grant qualifications which can be utilized. 
0022 Qualification criteria can be identified in the health 
care grant information. This identification can be performed 
by a local data processing system 14 or by a remote data 
processing system 54. In either case, the qualification criteria 
are compared to the patient data to determine if the patient 
data satisfies the criteria. This comparison can be performed 
by a local data processing system 14 or by a remote data 
processing system 54. For example, in one aspect of the 
invention, the qualification criteria can include a debt to 
income ratio. In particular, the debt to income ratio can be 
computed as an adjustable, programmable, benchmark for 
automatic approval or denials for financial aid. 
0023 The health care grant information that is obtained 
can include healthcare grant amounts for the healthcare grant 
systems. These amounts can then be compared with the 
amount of health care costs for the patient, to determine the 
balance to be paid by the patient. Arrangements can then be 
made to obtain financing for all or some portion of the health 
care costs of the patient that are in excess of the grant amount. 
0024. Upon determining that the patient data satisfies the 
qualification criteria, a notification is created to identify that 
a grant can be obtained. This notification can be in the form of 
letter or e-mail correspondence identifying the particular 
grant, the grant amount, and any necessary application data. 
In one aspect, the notification includes a printout or electronic 
form for applying for the grant. The patient 24 or health care 
provider 20, or another third party, can then make application 
for the grant. Prompt application for the grant is beneficial as 
grants can expire, grant amounts can change, and patient data 
can change with time. 
0025. A flow diagram illustrating the method of the inven 
tion is shown in FIG. 2. The method begins with step 70, 
wherein health care grant information is collected into a 
single database. Patient data is received in step 74. The patient 
data can be used as part of the financial aid application pro 
cess. Notably, in step 74 a phone number of the patient can be 
acquired. Subsequently, an automatic reverse telephone num 
ber lookup can be performed in order to verify residence 
information included as part of the financial aid process. 
0026 Qualification criteria is identified in step 78. In step 
82 the qualification criteria is compared to the patient data and 
it is determined if the patient data satisfies the qualification 
criteria. If not, the method cycles through a path 86 to com 
pare the patient data qualification criteria from another health 
care grant system, whereupon the qualification criteria is 
again identified in step 78. If the patient data satisfies the 
criteria, a notification is created in step 90. 
0027. The invention also comprises a machine readable 
storage having stored thereon a computer program for financ 
ing health care. The computer program has a plurality of code 
sections executable by a machine for causing the machine to 
perform the steps of receiving patient data in a data process 
ing system; collecting from disparate health care grant sys 
tems health care grant information into a single database; 
identifying qualification criteria in the healthcare grant infor 
mation; comparing the patient data to the qualification criteria 
and, if the patient data satisfies the criteria, creating a notifi 
cation that the criteria have been met. 

0028. This invention can be embodied in otherforms with 
out departing from the spirit or essential attributes thereof, 
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and accordingly, reference should be had to the following 
claims, rather than the foregoing specification, as indicating 
the scope of the invention. 

1. A method for financing health care, comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving patient data in a data processing system; 
collecting from disparate health care grant systems health 

care grant information into a single database; and, 
identifying qualification criteria in said health care grant 

information; and, 
comparing the patient data to the qualification criteria and, 

if said patient data satisfies said criteria, creating a noti 
fication that said criteria have been met. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said patient data com 
prises credit data. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said patient data com 
prises insurance data. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said patient data com 
prises income data. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said database is 
accessed by said data processing system over the Internet. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein said health care grant 
information is collected from said health care grant systems 
by accessing said systems. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein said health care grant 
information is collected from said health care grant systems 
by receiving information transmitted by said healthcare grant 
systems. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein said health care grant 
system is Medicaid. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein said health care grant 
information includes health care grant amounts, and further 
comprising the step of obtaining health care grant amounts 
for health care grant systems which have criteria which have 
been satisfied by said patient data. 

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of 
comparing said grant amount to health care costs for said 
patient. 

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising the step of 
obtaining financing for any portion of the health care costs of 
said patient in excess of said grant amount. 

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
providing a health care grant application for health care grant 
systems for which said criteria have been satisfied. 

13-24. (canceled) 
25. A machine readable storage, having Stored thereon a 

computer program for financing health care, said computer 
program having a plurality of code sections executable by a 
machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of 

receiving patient data in a data processing system; 
collecting from disparate health care grant systems health 

care grant information into a single database; and, 
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identifying qualification criteria in said health care grant 
information; and, 

comparing the patient data to the qualification criteria and, 
if said patient data satisfies said criteria, creating a noti 
fication that said criteria have been met. 

26. A system for obtaining health care financing, compris 
ing: 

a data processing system adapted to receive patient data; 
a database comprising health care grant information col 

lected from disparate health care grant systems; 
said data processing system being adapted to identify 

qualification criteria in said health care grant informa 
tion, to compare the patient data to the qualification 
criteria and, if said patient data satisfies said criteria, to 
create a notification that said criteria have been met. 

27. The system of claim 26, wherein said patient data 
comprises credit data. 

28. The system of claim 26, wherein said patient data 
comprises insurance data. 

29. The system of claim 26, wherein said patient data 
comprises income data. 

30. The system of claim 26, wherein said database and said 
data processing system are connected through an internet 
connection. 

31. The system of claim 26, wherein said data processing 
system comprises structure for collecting said health care 
grant information from said health care grant systems by 
accessing said Systems. 

32. The system of claim 26, wherein said data processing 
system comprises structure for collecting said health care 
grant information from said health care grant systems by 
receiving information transmitted by said health care grant 
systems. 

33. The system of claim 26, wherein said health care grant 
system is Medicaid. 

34. The system of claim 26, wherein said health care grant 
information includes health care grant amounts, said system 
obtaining said grant amounts for health care grant systems 
which have criteria which have been satisfied by said patient 
data. 

35. The system of claim 34, wherein said system further 
comprises structure for comparing said grant amounts to 
health care costs for said patient. 

36. The system of claim 35, further comprising structure 
for obtaining financing for any portion of the healthcare costs 
of said patient in excess of said amount of said grant. 

37. The system of claim 26, further comprising structure 
for providing a health care grant application for the health 
care grant system for which said criteria have been satisfied. 
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