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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A football shoe having a square, flat toe at its front
end and which is rearwardly inclined at its upper edge
to about 20 degrees so as to permit a football to be kicked
higher from placement and thus over a longer distance.
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This invention relates generally to football shoes.

A principal object of the present invention is to provide
a football shoe having a square, flat toe at its front end,
and which is slanted backward approximately 20 degrees
so as to follow the normal curve of the tapered ends of
a football when kicked from placement, thus permitting a
higher and longer kick. This would reduce the chance of
the kick from being blocked.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a slant toe football shoe having a square, flat toe at its
front end that serves much in the manner of the slanted
surface of a golf club striking a football, and wherein
the angle of slant is specifically designed for best effect.

Yet another object of the present invention is to provide
a slant toe football shoe having the above objects, and
which further includes an inner liner or shell within the
toe portion of the shoe, the shell being of high impact
plastic or hide leather material.

Other objects of the present invention are to provide a
slant toe football shoe which is simple in design, inexpen-
sive to manufacture, rugged in construction, easy to use
and efficient in operation.

These and other objects will be readily evident upon a
study of the following specification and accompanying
drawing wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a front perspective view of the present
invention shown applied to a football shoe;

FIGURE 2 is a side elevation view thereof shown
partly in cross-section and shown in relation to a football
being kicked therefrom;

FIGURE 3 is a bottom plan view of the shoe, and

FIGURE 4 is a view similar to FIGURE 3 and showing
a modified arrangement of front cleats.

Referring now to the drawing in detail, the reference
numeral 10 represents a slant toe football shoe, according
to the present invention wherein there is a conventional
football shoe 11 having the usual sole 12, a heel 13,
downward extending cleats 14 from the sole and heel, and
a shoe upper 15.

In the present invention, the football shoe 11 further
includes a toe portion 16 having a front end that forms
a flat, square wall 17 that is upwardly and rearwardly
inclined approximately 20 degrees, as is shown in FIG-
URE 2 of the drawing. It is to be noted that this flat,
square front wall 17 includes only the area thereof formed
upon the upper 15 and does not include the front edge
18 of the sole 12, which is formed conventionally per-
pendicular to its opposite flat bases.

As is shown in FIGURE 2 of the drawing, an inner
liner or shell 19 is fitted within the shoe and against the
front end thereof, the shell 19 being formed preferably
from high-impact plastic or hard leather.

As is shown in FIGURE 3 of the drawing, the present
invention may be applied to a football shoe baving the
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new dual front cleats, or it may be applied, as shown in
FIGURE 4 to a football shoe having the regular five
cleats.

It is to be noted that while the front edge 18 of the
sole 12 is not arcuately inclined at 20 degrees as is the
front end of the shoe upper, it will be readily seen from
FIGURE 1 that the front edge 18 of the sole is cut
straight transversely across in keeping with the flat, front
side 17.

In operative use, the square, flat toe with the 20 degree
incline will follow the normal curve of the tapered ends
of a football when kicked from placement, permitting
higher and longer kicks. This would reduce the chances
of the kick being blocked. The flat surface of the toe
would allow more contact with the ball getting more _
power in the kick, more accuracy and preventing the ball
from sliding off the side of the shoe, as is common with
the standard, rounded football shoes. The shape of the
present slant toe football shoe also will be more beneficial
in punting the football, in that it will give a flatter surface
at the top of the shoe so that more shoe contacts the ball.
This can prevent the chance of slicing the ball as can
easily happen with conventional rounded shoes. Further-
more the present shoe having the slanted toe may be
worn by all members of a team whether they are backs,
or linemen. The hard toe will protect the front portion of
the foot, preventing injury to the toes from the opponent’s
cleats when stepped upon or when kicked. The squared
off front of the sole will also offer more natural support
for the foot when bent when the player is in a crouched
position, such as as linemen attain. Elimination of the
rounded toe permits adding a second cleat relatively close
to the front edge of the sole to permit better traction
when turning or cutting-in sharply.

While various changes may be made in the detailed con-
struction, it is understood that such changes will be within
the spirit and scope of the present invention as is defined
by the appended claims.

I claim:

1. In a football shoe, the combination of a shoe sole,
a heel at the rear of said sole, a plurality of downwardly
extending cleats from said sole and heel, and a shoe upper,
said upper having a front toe portion, and said toe
portion having self contained means to permit a football
to be kicked higher and over a longer distance, said means
comprising said toe portion having a square, flat, front
wall, said front wall being backwardly slanted approxi-
mately 20 degrees.

2. The combination as set forth in claim 1 wherein
said sole has a front edge, said front edge of said sole
being of straight configuration along a lower edge of
said backwardly inclined, square, flat wall.

3. The combination as set forth in claim 2 wherein
said front edge of said sole is generally perpendicular to
its upper and lower edges.

4. The combination as set forth in claim 3 wherein an
inner shell is fitted within said shoe and adjacent said toe
portion, said shell being formed from high-impact plastic
or hide leather.
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