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3,185,309
DISPLAY RACK FOR CARPETING
John R. Radek, Hinsdale, I, assignor fo Ready _Metal
Nifg. Co., Chicago, Hl., a corporation of Iilinocis
Filed July 24, 1962, Ser. No. 212,118
7 Claims, (Tl 211—46)

My invention relates to merchandising display racks
and has to do more particularly with racks especially de-
signed for the commercial display of carpeting and like
material.

It has been customary in the offering of carpeting in re-
tail stores, display rooms, etc., to show carpeting samples
in a pile disposed on the floor or low table, said material
being in rather large size, say about 9 x 12 feet or the
like. In showing such material it is necessary that the
salesman, with the exercise of considerable physical ef-
fort, throw back each individual rug or carpet to reveal
each one in turn. This process might have to be repeated
a number of times until the transaction is consummated.

Such procedure is exhausting to the sales person and re-
quires a great deal of valuable floor space,

According to my invention, I provide a new and im-
proved rack for the display of carpeting or like material
whereby a maximum number of samples may be displayed
in a minimum of space and with a minimum of effort.
More particularly, my invention contemplates a rack
wherein a plurality of samples of sheet material, such as
carpeting or the like, are suspended in generally parailel
vertical planes, thus utilizing a minimum of horizontal
area.

A further object of my invention is to provide display
means of the character referred to wherein the supporting
means is normally disposed against a wall and is partly or
wholly enclosed, thus protecting the samples from dust
and other contaminating material, which supporting
means may be drawn out from the enclosure by simple
sliding movement to a position convenient for viewing.
In accordance with my inveniion, said samples may be
moved in and out of the enclosure to and from convenient
viewing position, with a minimum of effort; furthermore,
a plurality of samples may be disposed in convenient view-
ing position at the same time for ready comparison, which
is not possible by the old arrangement referred to above.

Another object of my. invention provides for an im-
proved supporting rack which will permit quick and easy
engagement and disengagement with a sample of carpet-
ing or other sheet material, whereby such samples may be
readily changed as desired, such rack being designed to
support such a sample in free depending relation to the
rack, whereby it may be freely handled.

Still another cbject is to provide a combination of such
a rack in sliding and detachable relation to a fixed support
whereby the rack and the sample sheet carried thereby is
capable of limited sliding movement as well as detach-
ment from the support.

Various other objects and advantages will become ap-
parent as the description proceeds.

Referring now to the drawings forming a part of this
specification, and illustrating a preferred embodiment of
my invention.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a cabinet housing dis-
play devices embodying my invention;

FIG. 2 is a top plan view showing a plurality of dis-
play racks as seen in FIG. 1, said view being taken sub-
stantially along the line 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a front elevational view of an assembled sam-
ple display holder and support for same, as seen in use
in FIGS. 1 and 2 in assembled relation with others of the
same kind;

FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the combination seen in
FIG. 3;
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FIG. 5 is an elevational view showing the opposite side
of the combination seen in FIGS. 3 and 4, with the parts in
extended relation;

FIG. 6 is an elevational view of a sample holder in
open or non-sample-engaging condition and separated
from its support seen in FIGS. 3-5;

FIG. 7 is a transverse sectional view on an enlarged
scale taken substantially along line 7—7 of FIG. 3;

FIG. 8 is a transverse sectional view taken substantially
along line 8—8 of FIG. 3;

FIG. 9 is a transverse sectional view taken substantially
along line 9—9 of FIG, 3;

FIG. 10 is a transverse sectional view taken substantial-
ly along line 186—10 of FIG. 3;

FIG. 11 is a fragmentary sectional detail taken substan-
tially along line 21—%1 of FIG. 3;

FiG. 12 is a fragmentary sectional detail taken substan-
tially along line 12—12 of FIG. 3, and

FIG. 13 is an end elevational view taken substantially
along the line 13—13 of FIG. 6 with the hinged cover of
the sample holder shown in a plurality of positions.

Referring first to FIGS. 1 and 2, there is shown here a
display rack for carpeting or like sheet material, designed
especially for positioning against a wall and comprising an
upper section 19 for the display of a plurality of rolls 12
of carpeting or other sheet material, said rolls being ar-
ranged on parallel vertical axes, say on spindles or the
like, removably mounted in racks or other suitable sup-
porting means. Said rolls 12 may be, for example, “run-
ners” of carpeting or might be any other sheet material
which it is desired to display, such as wallpaper, textile
fabrics, etc.

The bottom section of the cabinet, indicated generally
by the numeral 15, provides for housing a plurality of
sheets or swatches 18 of sheet material which may be
similar to or different in character from that of the rolls
12, said sheets or swatches 18 being supported in gener-
ally parallel vertical planes by supporting devices indi-
cated generally by the numeral 29, said supporting means
being preferably of the character embodying my invention
and described herebelow. Cabinet section 15 may be ar-
ranged either with the front open, as seen in FIG, 1, or if
desired may be provided with doors or sliding drapes, etc.,
to prevent access of dust to the samples 18. In any
event, it will be noted that the samples 18 are so disposed
within the cabinet that any ome or more may at will be
slid outwardly from the cabinet for inspection, as indicated
by the sample 18*.

Turning now to FIGS. 3-13, inclusive, the sample sup-
porting devices 26 each comprise two main parts, viz., a
sample holder 21 and a supporting rack member 22.

The rack 22, in the preferred embodiment shown in
the drawings, is a generally L-shaped member in cross-
section (FIGS. 7-9) preferably formed of sheet metal
or the like to provide a track for longitudinal sliding
support of holder 2i. Thus, rack member 22 has a
main leg portion 23, a top channel comprising a web
portion 24 and a relatively short flange 25 generally
parallel to leg 23, and a bottom channel section formed
by flange 27 parallel to leg 23 and web portion 26. Thus,
it will be seen that rack 22 provides a relatively wide
channel portion at the top and a relatively narrow chan-
nel at the bottom.

In the top web portion 24 I provide a plurality of
spaced holes 30 (FIG. 4) of any suitable size through
which suitable fastening elements, such as bolts or screws,
may extend to secure rack 22 to any suitable fixed sup-
ports such as crossbars 33 seen dotted in FIG. 2 and
forming a part of the cabinet seen in FIG. 1.

Attached to the outside of leg 23 of rack 22, as by
means of rivets, brazing, etc., is a suitable resilient de-
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tent member 35, the operation of which will become
apparent herebelow., Adjacent the opposite end of the
rack a tongue 37 is struck inwardly to lie in a plane
generally normal to that of leg 23 and a button 38 of
rubber or other resilient material is affixed to said tongue
to serve as a stop or bumper for holder 21.

Sample holder 21 is shown in detail in FIGS. 7-13,
inclusive, and comprises a main part 48a and a cover
part 48b pivotally connected together, as by a piano
type hinge 42.. Said parts are elongated and normally
horizontally disposed, part 40a being slightly longer
than cover 46b. Part 48q has a main plate 44 normally
lying in a vertical plane and parallel to plate portion
23 of rack 22. Integral with plate 44 and extending
normally from the upper extremity thereof is a ledge
portion 45 and a terminal upstanding flange 48, the
upper edge of which is embraced by an inverted U-shaped
finishing and bearing plate 47. Also integral with plate
44 at the lower extremity thereof is a reverse Z-shaped
flange 49.

On the outside of horizontal plate 45 and intermediate
the ends thereof is an upstanding finger 52 (FIG. 5)
which, as shown, is in the form of an angular plate
welded or otherwise secured to the outside of plate 45
but which might otherwise be struck out therefrom, said
finger carrying a resilient bumper 53 of rubber or other
suitable material, said bumper being engageable with
detent 35 of rack 22 when the sample holder 21 is drawn
cut to its maximum extended position as seen in FIG. 5.
A flexing of the free end of the detent 35 laterally, in a
forward direction as shown in FIG. 5, permits the com-
plete withdrawal of the sample holder 21 from the sup-
porting channel 26, as indicated in FIG. 2.

It will be seen that the U-shaped sirip 47 on flange
46 closely abuts terminal flange 25 of rack 22 so as to
provide easy sliding engagement between said parts lon-
gitudinally thereof, while the relatively tight loop 54 -at
the lower extremity of plate 44 is adapted to slide
snugly within channel 26 formed at the base of plate 23
(FIG. 8). ‘

One or more anti-friction buttons 55 of hard plastic
material or the like may be attached at longitudinally
spaced intervals on the bottom of loop 54 to facilitate
easy sliding of said loop 54 within channel 26. Other
anti-friction elements 55’ may be disposed within chan-
nel 26 of rack 22 (FIGS. 7 and 9).

On the inside of plate member 44 and extending nor-
mally therefrom is a series of longitudinally spaced prongs
57, which prongs may be in the form of angular sheet
metal members disposed in pairs and attached as by
welding or the like to said plate, or may if desired be
struck inwardly from said plate (FIGS. 11-13). Also
at spaced intervals on the inside of holder 21 is a plu-
rality of resilient latch members 68 so positioned as to
be adapted to extend through corresponding apertures
60a in the hinged cover plate 40h. Latch members 69
may be generally U-shaped sheet metal elements and
attached as by welding to the inside of plate 45.  (See
FIGS. 7, 8 and 13.) .

Said «cover plate 48D extends normally in generally
parallel relation to plate 44 of part 482 when the cover
is closed, the lower extremity of plate 465 having a
reversely bent portion 62. Extending inwardly at lon-
gitudinally spaced points on the inside of cover plate
48b is a plurality of prongs 57a. (FIG. 13.) The
prongs. 57a are preferably positioned between the pairs
of prongs 57 so as to cooperate therewith. Said prongs
57a, like the prongs 57, may be U-shaped pieces of
sheet metal welded to the inside of cover plate 485 or
may be struck inwardly therefrom so as to extend nor-
mally to the plane of said plate. In the preferred ar-
rangement said prongs 574 are positioned adjacent slots
604 and are each provided with a flange 65 (FIGS. 7,
8 and 13) extending normally to the plate and adjacent
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the bottom edge of the slot so as to provide a bearing
surface for resilient latch member 60 when the cover
member 48b is swung into closed relation to its mating
member 48 to clamp the top marginal edge of a sheet
or strip I8 of carpeting or other sheet material.

Adjacent one end of holder 21 a prong shaped stop
member 67 extends inwardly of and normal to plate
portion 44 in position to cooperate with bumper 38 of
rack 22, (See FiG. 11.)

At the forward extremity of sample holder 20 is a
suitable manipulating handle 76 (FIGS. 3, 5 and 6).
This handle may take various forms and may be formed
of a variety of materials, but I preferably employ 2 handle
molded of synthetic plastic material. In the preferred
form shown said handle 78 comprises a channel-shaped
portion 72 (FIG. 10) embracing the upper edge of plate
46 of holder part 484, a screw 73 passing through plate
46 serving to retain the handle at this point. Integrally
with channel-shaped portion 72 and extending down-
wardly therefrom adjacent the end of cover 40b is a
plate portion 75, while transversely offset therefrom is
a plate portion 76, another screw 73a downwardly spaced
from screw 73 extending through plate: 76 and flange
49 and serving additionally to retain the handle on the
holder 22. Plates 75 and 76 are joined by an integral.
web 77 which may extend below said plates. As seen
best-in FIGS. 3, 4, 5, 6 and 12 a generally rectangular
cardholder 78 is provided at the forward end of the handle
79, an elongated grip 79 being undercut if desired to
retain a card or the like for descriptive matter pertain-
ing to the sample which is to be carried by a particolar
holder.

It is believed that, from the above description, it will
be apparent that I have provided a highly convenient
and advantageous arrangement for the display of sam-
ples of carpeting or other sheet material. Said sam-
ples may be readily secured within a holder 21 by swing-
ing open the hinged cover, inserting the upper marginal
portion of the sample and then bringing the cover into
closed and gripping relation to the sample, which will
be pierced by the mating prongs of the holder.

The holder with the sample secured therein is then
brought into sliding relation with supporting rack mem-
ber 22, is pushed rearwardly into said rack 22 until
detent 35 snaps into retaining positions relative to the
holder. Thereafter the holder will normally be stored
in fully recessed position within support 22 until in-
spection of its sample is desired, whereupon it is grasped
by the handle portion and slid forwardly until stopped
by the detent.  Obviously, any number of samples may
be moved forwardly for inspection at the same time if
desired. When inspection is not desired, the holders with
their samples will be stored in fully recessed position
where they are less accessible to dust and, as stated
above, suitable covering means (not shown) such as slid-
ing or hinged doors, drapes, etc., may be provided for
more effective protection.

It will also be readily apparent that a sample may be
readily removed from its holder for replacement with a
minimum of effort without removing the holder from
its support, by merely moving the holder forwardly and
opening the hinged cover of the holder, thus freeing the
sample for removal.

Various changes coming within the spirit of my inven-
tion may suggest themselves to those skilled in the art;
hence, I do not wish to be limited to the specific embodi-
ments shown and described or uses mentioned, but in-
tend the same to be merely exemplary, the scope of my
invention being limited only by the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A device for supporting and displaying sheet mate-
rial, comprising

(a) a holder for clampingly engaging a marginal por-

tion of a swatch of sheet material,
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(b) means provided with a track portion at the top
thereof and a channel-like track portion at the bottom
thereof for supporting said holder for horizontal slid-
ing movement relative to said track portions,

(c) said bolder comprising a pair of hinged plate
members,

(d) one of said plate members having bearing portions
at the top and bottom thereof for cooperative slid-
ing movement with said track portions of said sup-
porting means,

(e) the other one of said hinged plate members pivot-
ally mounted on said one plate member to constitute
a cover,

(#) said hinged plate members having cooperative sheet
piercing means and cooperative latching means,
whereby a sheet may be secured in depending rela-
tion to said holder when said cover is clamped to
said one plate member,

(g) and cooperating means being provided on said
holder and supporting means normally limiting move-
ment of the holder to a certain distance out of said
supporting means and releasable to permit full with-
drawal of said holder from the supporting means.

2. A combination as in claim 1, wherein a manipulat-

ing handle is fixed to one end of said one plate member.

3. A combination as in claim 1, wherein said one plate

member has means fixed to one end thereof adapted to
overlie a corner portion of a sheet retained in the holder
and serving as means for manipulating the holder into
and out of said supporting means.

4. A device for supporting and displaying sheet mate-~

rial, comprising

(@) a holder for clampingly engaging a marginal por-
tion of a swatch of sheet material,

(b) means provided with a track porticn at the top
thereof and a channel-like track portion at the bot-
tom thereof for supporting said holder for horizontal
sliding movement relative to said track portions,

(c¢) said holder comprising a pair of hinged plate mem-
bers,

(d) one of said plate members having bearing portions
at the top and bottom thereof for cooperative slid-
ing movement with said track portions of said sup-
porting means,

(e) the other one of said hinged plate members pivot-
ally mounted on said one plate member to constitute
a cover,

(f) said hinged plate members having cooperative sheet
engaging means and cooperative latching means,
whereby a sheet may be secured in depending rela-
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tion to said holder when said cover is clamped to
said one plate member,

(g) and cooperating means being provided on said
holder and supporting means normally limiting move-
ment of the holder to a certain distance out of said
supporting means and releasable to permit full with-
drawal of said holder from the supporting means.

5. A rack for supporting and displaying sheet material
comprising a supporting channel of generally rectangu-
lar outline and having the configuration of an inverted L
with bearing surfaces adjacent to the top and bottom
thereof, a holder for clampingly engaging a top marginal
portion of a swatch of sheet material, said holder com-
prising a casing of generally rectangular outline slidably
mounted within said supporting channel and provided
with surfaces on said casing adjacent to said bearing sur-
faces adapted for relative sliding movement between said
surfaces and withdrawal movement of said holder from
one end of said supporting channel, said holder having
a pivotally mounted cover for said casing disposed in a
vertical plane at the open portion of the inverted L to
permit the opening and closing movements of said cover,
and cooperating means on said cover and casing for de-
tachably latching them together and for clamping the top
marginal portion of the sheet material within said casing.

6. An apparatus as set forth in claim 5 including fiex-
ible detent means adjacent to said one end of said sup-
porting channel cooperating with stop means on said
holder for limiting the withdrawal of said holder to a
predetermined distance, and said detent means adapted
to be moved from the said stop means to permit the com-~
plete withdrawal of said holder from said supporting
means.

7. A rack as defined in claim 5 wherein said last-
mentioned means comprises pronged projections on said
cover and casing for engaging the top portion of the sheet
material.
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