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To all whom it may concern: , 
Be it known that I, DAVID F. AGNEW, of 

Allegheny, in the county of Allegheny and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Bale-Ties; and I 
do hereby declare that the following is a full 
and exact description thereof, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, and to the 
letters of reference marked thereon. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

bale-ties, commonly called “cotton-ties;” and 
consists in uniting the ends of the band by 
means of two peculiarly-formed links, which 
are susceptible of being turned so as to receive 
the band, and then changed to the plane of 
the band at the point of union between the 
two ends, said links having an opening in 
their straight portion, which opening allows 
the looped end of the band to enter it edge 
wise, and the peculiar construction of the link 
admits of it being so turned as to bring the 
opening midway between the two edges of the 
looped end of the band. The peculiarity of 
the construction of the links also admits of 
the band entering the opening of the link, and 
then bent so as to form a loop over the straight 
portion of it, and subsequently turning with 
relation to its mate, so that the portion of the 
band bent over may be turned under in the 
operation of baling. 
To enable others skilled in the art to make 

and use my invention, I will proceed to de 
scribe its construction and operation. 

In the accompanying drawings, which form 
part of my specification, Figure 1 represents 
the two links and the two ends of the band 
locked together as seen on the bale. 
2 represents the position of the links with 
relation to each other in the operation of 
baling, when one end of the band is inserted 
in the opening of the link, and then bent 
over so as to form a loop, which overlap. 
is turned under, as indicated in dotted lines. 
Fig. 3 represents the position of the links 
with relation to each other in the opera 
tion of baling, when one end of the band is 
edgewise through the opening in the straight 
portion of the link. Figs. 4 and 5 are perspec 
tive views of one of the links in different po 
sitions, whereby the twists or curvatures in 
the same are more plainly shown. 

wise through the openingf 

Fig. . 

In the accompanying drawings, A B repre 
sent Sections of the band connected to the 
links CD, which have a straight portion, e, in 
which is an opening, f, for the insertion of the 
band edgewise. The links C D are twisted so 
that the straight portion e will rest on a plane 
with the ends of the band, or so that the en 
tire link in the operation of baling will be 
nearly on a plane with the ends of the band. 
The relative position of the links and the 

ends of the band with relation to each other 
when on the bale is clearly shown in Fig. 1. 
The links may be constructed without the open 
ingf, but in every other respect as hereinbe 
fore described. When the links are constructed 
without the opening if the end of the band is 
inserted in the opening of the link, as shown 
in Fig. 2, and bent back over the straight por 
tione, and the link turned su as to bring the 
overlapped portion of the band undermost, as 
indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 1. 
The bands may be looped and inserted edge 

of the straight 
portion e of the link, as indicated in Fig. 3, in 
which case the link is turned in the loop so as 
to bring the straight portion e within the loop 
and the opening f midway between the two 
edges of the band, as indicated in Fig. 2. An 
efficient and cheap union or tie for bales is ob 
tained by the use of links having the pecu 
liarity of construction hereinbefore described. 
Having thus described my improvement, 

what I claim as of my invention is 
1. The links CD, having a straight portion, 

e, and openings.f, the other parts of said links 
being twisted, substantially as shown, whereby 
they may be operated as hereinbefore de 
scribed, and brought on a plane with the ends 
of the band, as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. The links CD, having a straight portion, 
e, and a twisted portion, substantially as 
shown, whereby the said links are susceptible 
of being operated and brought on a plane with 
the ends of the band, substantially as herein 
described, and for the purpose set forth. 

D. F. AGNEW. 
Witnesses: 

A. C. John STON, 
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