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Application filed December 15, 1825,

TIo all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, ALPHONSO LAYFAYETTE
ELLISON, a eitizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Greensborough, in the county of Guil-

5 ford and State of North Carolina,have invented
anew and useful Improvement in Commodes,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings.

My invention has relation to improvements
in commodes; and the novelty consists of the
peculiar construction, combination, and ar-
rangement of the various parts for service,
substantially as hereinafter fully set forth, and
15 specifically pointed out in the claims.

The primary object of my invention is to
providemeans, inan article of the class named,
whereby all offensive odors are prevented from
escaping into the room or apartment; to pro-

20 vide means whereby the receptacle can be
readily and quickly removed, and to provide
means whichshall be simple, strong, and dura-
ble in construction, thoroughly effective in op-
eration, and cheap of manufacture.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a commode constructed
in accordance with my invention. Tig.2isa
vertical longitudinal section on the line x x of
Fig. 3, and Fig. 3 is a transverse vertical sec-
30 tion on the line y y of Iig. 2. Tig. 4isa de-

tached detail view. »

Referring to the drawings, in which like let-
ters of reference indicate corresponding parts
in all the figures, A designates the chair to

35 whichmyimprovementis applied, which pref-
erably consists of the legs «, the back b, the
arms ¢, and the bottom .

My invention lies in the peculiar construc-

tion and arrangement of the parts of the bot-
40 tom D, which I will now proceed to deseribe,.

The bottom comprises the side rails, d, to
which the legs « are secured, the end rails, e,
mortised in or otherwise suitably secured to
the siderails, a false removable bottom board,

45 f, and a sliding flexible cover, g. The side
and end rails, d e, of the bottom D are pro-
vided with inwardly - projecting horizontal
ledges or flanges &’ ¢/, and the false removable
bottom f hasitslower outer edges rabbeted, as

o0 ab f’, and is adapted to fit snugly within the
side and end rails on the ledges d' ¢ thereof,
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-the upper edge of the false. bottom.
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which thus provide seats for said removable
bottom. This bottomn is provided at or near

‘its middle with an opening, I, having cham-

fered edges or a circumferential ledge, ¢, sur- 55
rounding the same, and this ledge provides a
seat for the flange ¢ of the receptacie I, which

is fitted in the opening I, and lies flush with

) Theside
rails are grooved longitudinally, as at d*, on 6o
their inner faces, and the rear end rail e hasa
longitudinalslot,¢’, which extends transversely
acrossthe groovesoftheside walls,said grooves
and slof receiving and guiding the flexible
sliding cover g, the walls of the slot of the rear 65
end rail being curved or rounded, as shown,

to permit of the free movement of the said
cover.

The cover comprises a series of transversely-
arranged slats, ¢/, which are independentlyse- 79
cured to longitudinal flexible conneeting-
straps ¢%, arranged at or near cach end of the
slats, the slats being secured to the flexible
connecting-straps by means of pins ¢°, or other
suitable fastening devices, and have their ends 75
cut away orreduced to provide projecting lugs
or studs ¢*, which fit and slide in the grooves
* of the side rails. The ends of the slats bear
against theinner vertical faces of the siderails,
and the guide-lugs fit snugly in the grooves 8c
without binding therein, to permit free move-
ment of the cover, and the upper edges of the
slats lie in the same plane or flush with the
upper edges of the side rails, to provide a bot-
tom for the support of the person when it is 85
closed. The front slat of the series, which
comprises the flexible cover, is provided with
a transverse strip, J, suitably secured thereto
by nails or otherwise, and projecting forwardly
therefrom for a suitable distance, whereby go
when the cover is opened or closed the strip
will abut against the rear or front end rails e
of the bottom proper, D. This strip may be
provided with a knob or handle for its con-
venient manipulation, and when the cover is g5
closed the strip fits snugly over the front end
rail and first strip of the cover, to provide a
closejoint betweenthe parts. When the cover '
is closed, the slats thereof fit closely together
and prevent the escape of any obnoxious or 1co
offensive odors that may arise from the recep-
tacle, and when it is desired to use the com-
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mode or remove the receptacle the cover is
moved backward, the guide-lugssliding in the
grooves of the side rails.

Thedeviceisverysimplein construetion,and
possessesstrength and durability. Thecoveris
thoroughly effective for the purposes designed,
and. the commode can be manufactured and
sold very cheaply. Whenthe device is closed,
it resembles an ordinary chair and presents a
neat and attractive appearance. It can be
finished or upholstered in any desired manner
to sait the trade.

To conceal the receptacle from view, the’

side and end rails of the bottom preper, D, are
provided with an inclosing-case, I;; which eon-
sists of side and end walls, I I, arranged below
the rails, and preferably secured between the
legs of the chair.

I do not desire to limit myself to the particu-
lar form of chair shown herein, as I am aware
that changes therein and in the form and pro-
portion of parts of the bottom D can be made
without departing from the principle of my
invention.

I do not claim, broadly, a commode having
a receptacle suspended beneath:a movable
cover therefor that is arranged to conceal and
expose the receptacle and provide a support
for the person, but claim only the particular
construction and combination of parts fully
set forth in the claims.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what T claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— .

1. In a commode, a chair-bottom provided
with inwardly-projecting seats d' ¢’ and grooves
d’, formed on the inner faces of the rails of said

bottom and located above the seats, in combi-
nation with a false bottom for supporting a
vessel, and having its lower side edges recessed
to bear on the seats and against the inner faces
of the chair-bottom, beneath the groovesthere-
in, and a slatted flexible cover fitted and ar-
ranged to slide in the grooves, to expose and
conceal the false bottom and provide a sup-
port for the person when closed, substantially
as described.

2. In a commode, a chair-bottom having its
side rails provided with grooves @ and the

inwardly-projecting ledges d’ ¢/, located below

the grooves, and its rear end rail longitudi-
nally recessed, as at ¢’, in combination with a
false bottom provided with: recessed edges to
snugly rest on the ledges d' ¢, and a central
pot-hole having a: lateral reeess and flared
edges, to adapt the upper edges of a pot and
its handle to fit snugly therein and flush there-
with, and a sliding eover passing through the
recess ¢*, and comprising aseries of slats hav-
ing reduced ends to fit in the grooves ¢, and
permanently secured to flexible connecting-
strips, whereby when the bottom is closed it

“will wholly conceal the false bottom and the

pot and lie flush with the rails of the chair-
bottom, to provide a support for the person,
substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

ALPHONSO LAYFAYETTE ELLISON.

Witnesses:
J. W. Scorr,
M. J. SHERWOOD.

40

45

50

55

60

or



