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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it, known that I, WILLIAM J. PARVIN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Mary ville, in the county of Nodaway and 
State of Missouri, have invented a new and 
useful Holdback, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to hold-backs, and 

has for its object to provide a device of this 
kind in which the breeching or hold-back 
strap will be automatically released when 
the other parts of the harness are released 
from the shafts of the vehicle, and the horse 
passes out of the same, the invention being 
designed for use in connection with a trace 
releaser, by which the traces are released 
from the Swingletree. 
The invention also has for its object to 

provide a device of this kind which is sim 
ple in structure, and efficient in action, and, 
with these objects in view, the invention con 
sists in a novel construction and arrange 
ment of parts, to be hereinafter described 
and claimed, reference being had to the 
drawing hereto annexed, in which :- 

Figure 1 is an elevation, showing the ap 
plication of the invention. Fig. 2 is a lon 
gitudinal sectional view of the device. 

Referring more particularly to the draw 
ing, 5 denotes one of the shafts of the ve 
hicle, and 6 denotes the tug strap, support 
ing a shaft tug 4, to which tug the belly 
band 8 is connected by means of a loop 7. 
On one side of the shaft, which may be either 
the under or top side, is mounted the hold 
back which is the subject of the present in 
vention. The device is shown in the draw 
ing secured to the under side of the shaft. 
The hold-back comprises a supporting 

member 9, which is a block, provided with 
ears 10, through which pass screws or other 
suitable fastening means 11, whereby the 
block is secured to the shaft. From the 
front end of the block projects horizontally 
a pin 12, on which a slide 13 is mounted, 
said slide having at its rear end a loop 14, 
to which the breeching strap 15 is connected. 
At its opposite or front end the slide has a 
loop 16, which is connected by a strap 17 to 
an eye 18 on the loop 7. The slide is in the 
shape of a tube or sleeve, the bore of which 
receives the pin 12, and from the front end 
of the slide, as well as from opposite sides 

thereof, extend walls 19 which form a hous 
ing for a Spring 20, this spring being for 
the purpose of opposing the withdrawal of 
the slide from the pin. The spring is se 
cured at one end to a flange 21 projecting 
from the front end of the block 9 at the base 
thereof and in engagement with the under 
side of the shaft. The free end of the spring 
bears against a lug 22, on the inner end of 
the tubular portion 13 of the slide. The 
Spring is Secured by a screw 23, or other 
suitable fastening means, passing through 
the flange 21 and into the shaft, said fas 
tening therefore also serving to secure the 
block 9 to the shaft. 
As already stated, the hold-back herein 

described is designed for use in connection 
with a trace-releaser, by which the traces are 
released from the swingle-trees, after which 
the horse is free to pass out of the shafts. 
It will therefore be seen that when this 
is done, the breeching-strap is also released, 
the horse, as it walks out of the shafts, with 
drawing the slide from the pin by reason of 
the connection of said slide with the loop 7. 
The horse is therefore free to pass out of the 
shafts as soon as the traces are released. The 
invention is designed primarily for provid 
ing means for the release of the horse in the 
case of a runaway. 
The parts constituting the device are sim 

ple and can be readily attached to the shafts, 
and the device is efficient and reliable in 
operation. 
The casing formed by the walls 19 effectu 

ally protect the spring 20, and it is not 
exposed to moisture, and is therefore less 
liable to get out of order. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. In a hold-back, a support, a pin pro 

jecting therefrom, a slide mounted on the 
pin, a lug on the slide, a spring mounted on 
the support and bearing on the lug and op 
posing the withdrawal of the slide, a casing 
on the slide inclosing the Spring, a connec 
tion between the slide and the breeching 
strap, and a connection between the slide 
and a portion of the harness in front of the 
breeching strap for withdrawing the former. 

2. In a hold-back, a support, a pin pro 
jecting therefrom, a sleeve slidably mounted 
on the pin, a lug on the sleeve, a spring 
mounted on the support and bearing on the 
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In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

lug, walls extending from the sides and the 
front end of the sleeve to form a housing 
which incloses the spring, a connection be 
tween the sleeve and the breeching strap, WILLIAM J. PARWIN. 
and a connection between the sleeve and a Witnesses: 
portion of the harness in front of the breech- J. J. PouTEN, 
ing strap. WIRGIE ROSE. 


