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7 Claims. (or. 160—348) 

The present invention relates to ?xtures for window 
hangings and more particularly to ?xtures for supporting 
and forming and retaining pleats in curtains and draperies. 
The conventional method and means for supporting 

and retaining pleats in curtains and draperies consists 
of ?rst pleating these hangings, either by sewing the pleats 
in the material or by using a band or strip of material 
in which the curtain or drapery material is sewn as the 
pleats are formed. After the pleats are formed and ?rmly 
sewn, the curtain or drapery is hung by using hooks or 
similar ?xtures suspended from a traverse rod or track 
and having tines or prongs which are inserted in the 
pleats and/or into the material at the pleats. The oper 
ation of inserting the tines or prongs into the pleats or 
material is not only tedious and di?icult, but often re 
sults in poorly hung curtains and draperies which tend 
to droop or sag at the top, and the tines or prongs may 
tear the fabric or otherwise cause damage to the cur 
tains and draperies. ' 

Further, since the pleats are permanently sewn into 
the curtain and drapery material, they interefere with 
proper cleaning or laundering, and each time the cur 
tains or draperies are cleaned, the prongs must be dis 
engaged and re-inserted in the pleats, frequently resulting 
in further damage to the material. Attempts have been 
made in the past to eliminate these di?iculties, such as 
using metal brackets and ?xtures which may be removed 
when the curtains and draperies are cleaned. But these 
likewise have been tedious and di?icult to attach, and 
have often resulted in poorly formed pleats and improp 
erly hung curtains and draperies. It is therefore one of 
the principal objects of the present invention to provide 
a ?xture which effectively supports the curtain or drap 
ery so that it hangs uniformly and evenly throughout, 
and which can easily and readily be removed from and 
replaced on the curtain or drapery whenever the cur 
tains or' draperies are cleaned or laundered. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a curtain 

and drapery ?xture which effectively forms and maintains 
uniform pleats, and which, while having a part perma 
nently attached to the curtain or drapery material, per 
mits the draperies to lie ?at when off the rod and which 
does not interfere with cleaning or laundering. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
?xture of the type which positively holds the material in 
pleated condition and the pleated hem in the upright 
position, and Which has a part permanently attached to 
the curtain or drapery material which will effectively 
form uniform and attractive pleats and intervening un 
pleated sections in the upper hem or margin. 
A further object is to provide a ?xture having the fore 

going advantages which is relatively simple in construc 
tion and operation, and which can readily be attached 
to and removed from the traverse rod or track. 

Additional objects and advantages of the present in 
vention will become apparent from the following descrip 
tion and accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is an elevational view of the present curtain 

and drapery ?xture, showing drapery with the ?xture 
mounted thereon; I 

FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of the ?xture 
shown in FIGURE 1 with a portion thereof in open 
position for receiving the part attached to the draperies; 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary elevational view of un 

pleated drapery showing parts of the present ?xture at 
tached in place for forming pleats; 
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FIGURE 4 is a vertical cross sectional view of the 

?xture shown in FIGURES 1 and 2, the section being 
taken on line 4—4 of the latter ?gure; 
FIGURES is an enlarged elevational view of the 

?xture shown in FIGURE 1, showing the ?xture re~ 
moved from the draperies; 
FIGURE 6 is an enlarged side elevational view of the 

fixture shown in the preceding ?gures, showing it removed 
from the draperies; 
FIGURE 7 is an elevational view of the ?xture show 

ing the side thereof opposite that shown in FIGURE 6; 
FIGURE 8 is a top plan view of the ?xture shown in 

FIGURE 5; 
FIGURE 9 is a side elevational view of the bracket and 

a portion of the ?xture shown in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 10 is an elevational view of a modi?ed form 

showing it supporting draperies on a rod; 
FIGURE 11 is a partial side elevational and vertical 

cross sectional view of the ?xture shown in FIGURE 10; 
FIGURE 12 is an elevational view of the ?xture shown 

in FIGURES l0 and 11, showing the ?xture removed 
from the draperies; 
FIGURE 13 is a fragmentary elevational view of drap 

ery, showing part of the ?xture attached to the drapery 
before the latter has been pleated and hung; 
FIGURE 14 is an elevational view of a modi?ed form 

of the embodiment shown in FIGURE 10; and 
FIGURE 15 is a side elevational view of the ?xture 

shown in FIGURE 14. . 
Referring more speci?cally to the drawings and to the 

embodiment of the invention illustrated in FIGURES 1 
through 9 in particular, numeral 10 designates the pres 
ent ?xture, 12 a bracket for supporting the ?xture, and 
14 a fragmentary view of draperies supported by ?x 
ture 10 and bracket 12. 

Fixture 10 consists of two vertically positioned arms 
20 and 22, arm 22 being connected to a base 24 rigidly 
secured to the bottom of arm 20. A hinge-like structure 
forms the pivot for arm 22 on base 24 and consists of 
two outwardly extending pins 28 and 30 on the lower 
end of arm 22 projecting through holes in upturned cars 
32 and 34, respectively. In order to retain arm 22 in 
either the closed or open position, a retaining means of 
any suitable structure may be used, the one shown in the 
drawings consisting of a tongue 36 formed integrally with 
the lower end of arm 22 and extending downwardly over 
a projection 38 on the edge of base 24. It is seen that the 
arm will move from a closed vertical position substan 
tially parallel with arm 20 to a fully opened substan 
tially horizontal position. 
Each arm consists of an elongated, ?at metal or plastic 

portion, having securing means 40 and 42, respectively, 
attached to the inner surfaces thereof. The securing means 
40 and 42 consist of numerous hook-like portions, pref 
erably formed of plastic, secured to backing members 40' 
and 42', respectively, which are attached to the respective 
arms 20 and 22 by adhesive, cement or any other suitable 
securing means, the securing means extending substan 
tially the full length and width of each arm. These hook 
securing means are adapted to engage a felt or other type 
securing means of loop construction, such as that shown 
on pads 44, 46, 48 and 50, the pads being sewn or other 
wise ?rmly secured to the upper hem or marginal portion 
of draperies 14. When the ?xture is attached to these 
pads, pads 44 and 46 with the looped portion 52 thereon 
are pressed into engagement with the hook portion of 
securing means 40 with pad 46 directly above pad 44, as 
illustrated in FIGURE 1, and pads 48 and 50 with looped 
portion 52 are pressed into ?rm contact with securing 
‘means 42, with pad 48 positioned above pad 50. The type 
of material used for pads 44, 46, 48 and 50, for exam 
ple, and securing means 40 and 42, is sold under the name 
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Vel-Snap. When the pads are pressed ?rmly into engage 
ment with the respective securing means 40 and 42, and 
arm 22 is moved to closed position as illustrated in FIG 
URES l and 6‘, pleats are automatically and properly 
formed in the upper hem or margin of the draperies, as 
illustrated in FIGURE 1. 
The ?xture is mounted on a traverse rod by the bracket 

12 and by two projections 70 and 72 on the upper end 
of arms 20 and ‘22, the two projections having shoulders 
70' and 72’ at their respective inner edges. These pro 
jections are inserted in holes 74 and 76 of bracket 12 
and shoulders 70' and 72' slip into slots 78 and 80* at the 
lower edge of holes 74 ‘and 76. The two projections can 
readily be mounted in the two slots by merely placing 
them through the respective holes 74 and 76, thus mak 
ing the hanging operation relatively easy as compared 
with the conventional cumbersome hooks previously used. 

In order to hold the material physically between the 
pleats in shape beyond the inner edge of the ?xture, two 
arms 82 and 84 extending inwardly from the ?xture are 
preferably used. When the ?xture is closed, as illustrated 
in FIGURE 1, the two arms press ?rmly against the sides 
‘of the respective pleats, holding them ?rmly in place. 
Bracket 12 contains a button-type slide member 90 se 
cured rigidly to the upper end of a body 92, and is adapt 
ed to be mounted on a traverse rod or track and slide 
thereon as the draperies are opened and closed, prefer 
ably by suitable draw cords or the like. The projections 
70 and 72 can readily be disengaged from bracket 12 
when the draperies are to be taken dOWn by merely lift 
ing the projections in the slots to the enlarged portion 
of the holes at the top and then slipping them therefrom. 
After the ?xture has been removed from bracket 12, it 
can readily be disconnected from the draperies by open 
ing the ?xture, as illustrated in FIGURE 2, and thereafter 
pulling pads 44, 46, 48 and 50' from securing means 40 
and 42. After the ?xture has been removed, the drapery 
will no longer stay pleated, but assumes its ?at position 
so that it can be effectively cleaned or laundered and 
pressed or ironed. 

In the modi?cation illustrated in FIGURES 10, 11, 12 
and 13, a hook-like member 100 is secured to a panel 
‘102 having the resilient hook-like members on one side 
104 for engaging loop-like members 106 on pads 108 
and 110, the pads being sewn ‘or otherwise secured to the 
upper hem or mar-gin of drapery 112 and having the loop 
material on the outer side. In assembling the ?xture on 
the drapery, the two ends of panel 102 are secured to pads 
108 and 110 by pressing the looped portion ‘106 of each 
pad ?rmly against the hook portion 104 of panel 102. 
This ?xture can then easily be hung by placing the in 
verted U-shaped portion 114 of :member 100 over a rod 
116 or other suitable support means. 
The modi?cation shown in FIGURES 14 and 15 is 

similar to that shown in FIGURES 10 through 13; hence, 
like numerals will be used for like parts. However, the 
member 100 is provided with a projection 120 on the 
upper end thereof ‘which slips through a hole 122 in 
bracket 124, and a shoulder on the inner edge of pro 
jection 120 seats in slot 126. A button-shaped member 
128 is secured to the upper end of body portion 130‘ of 
bracket ‘124, and is adapted to slide in a traverse rod or 
track in the manner previously described with reference 
to the bracket of the embodiment shown in FIGURE 1. 

vOne of the primary advantages of the ?xture illus 
trated by the three embodiments of the present invention 
is that the ?xtures can be easily and readily attached to 
the draperies, and once attached, will ?rmly hold the 
upper‘ hem or margin of the drapery material in Well 
formed pleats. A further advantage is that the ?xtures 
can be readily removed and the pleats released so that 
the draperies can be effectively cleaned or laundered and 
pressed or ironed without any interference from the ?x 
tures. Further, the ?xtures ‘do not penetrate the drapery 
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4 
material, and hence do not tear, perforate or otherwise 
damage the fabric. 

While only three embodiments of the present inven 
tion have been described in detail herein, various changes 
and modi?cations may be made without departing from 
the scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. In combination “with a drapery or curtain having on 

its upper margin spaced pads with numerous loops on 
one side: a ?xture comprising two ?at vertical members, 
a laterally extending means at the bottom of one of said 
members, a means pivoting the other of said members 
to said laterally extending means for positioning said 
members in spaced parallel relation, a detent means in 
cluding parts contacting the respective vertical members 
for yieldably holding said pivoted member in various 
angular positions with respect to the other member, a 
laterally extending projection at the top of each of said 
members having a shoulder near its inner edge, a secur 
ing element disposed on the inner sides of said members 
and having numerous hook-like means extending from 
the surface thereof facing the opposite element engag 
ing said loops and holding said pads, laterally extending 
?ngers on the respective edge of said members engaging 
the pleats of said drapery or curtain, a bracket having a 
pair of closely spaced holes with depending slots receiv 
ing said projections at said shoulders, and means on said 
bracket for mounting said bracket on a support. 

2. In combination with a drapery or curtain having 
on its upper margin spaced pads with numerous loops 
on one side: a ?xture comprising two ?at members 
pivoted to one another at one end, a laterally extending 
projection at the top of each of said members having 
a shoulder near its inner edge, a securing element dis 
posed on the inner sides of said members and having 
numerous hook-like means extending from the surface 
thereof facing the opposite element engaging said loops 
and holding said pads, ‘laterally extending ?ngers on the 
respective edge of said members for engaging the pleats 
of said drapery or curtain, a bracket having a pair of 
closely spaced holes with depending slots receiving said 
projections at said shoulders, and means on said bracket 
for mounting said bracket on a support. 

3. In combination with a drapery or curtain having on 
its upper margin spaced pads with numerous loops on 
one side: a ?xture comprising two ?at members hinged 
to one another at one end, a laterally extending projec 
tion at the upper end of each member, a securing ele 
ment disposed on the inner sides of said members and 
having numerous hook-like means extending from the 
surface thereof facing the opposite element engaging said 
loops and holding said pads, a bracket having a pair of 
closely spaced holes with ‘depending slots receiving said 
projections, and means on said bracket for mounting said 
bracket on a support. 

4. In combination with a drapery or curtain having on 
its upper margin spaced pads with numerous loops on one 
side: a ?xture comprising two ?at members hinged to 
one another at one end, and a securing element disposed 
on the inner sides of said members and having numerous 
hook-like means extending from the surface thereof fac 
ing the opposite element engaging said loops and holding 
said pads. 

5. A ?xture for draperies, curtains and the like having 
a plurality of spaced pads with numerous loops on an ex 
posed side thereof, comprising two ?at vertical members, 
a laterally extending means at the bottom of one of said 
members, a means pivoting the other of said members to 
said laterally extending means for positioning said mem 
bers in spaced parallel relation, a detent means including 
parts contacting the respective vertical members for yield 
ably holding said pivoted member in various angular po 
sitions with respect to the other member, a securing ele 
ment disposed on the inner sides of said members and 
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having numerous hook-like means extending from the 
surface thereof facing the opposite element for engag 
ing the loops on said pads, a laterally extending projec 
tion at the top of each of said members having a shoulder 
near its inner edge, laterally extending ?ngers on the 
respective edge of said members for engaging the pleats 
of a drapery or curtain, a bracket having a pair of close 
ly spaced holes with depending slots receiving said pro 
jections ‘at said shoulders, and means on said bracket for 
mounting said bracket on a support. 

6. In combination with a drapery or curtain having 
on its upper margin spaced pads with numerous loops on 
one side: a ?xture comprising two ?at members mov 
able angularly with respect to one another, a laterally ex 
tending means at one end of one of said members, a 
means pivoting the other of said members to said laterally 
extending means positioning said members in spaced 
parallel relation, and a securing element disposed on the 
inner sides of said members and having numerous book 
like means extending from the surface thereof facing 
the opposite element engaging said loops. 

7. A ?xture for draperies, curtains and similar hang 
ings having pleats in the upper margins thereof, compris 
ing two ?at members movable angularly with respect to 
one another for receiving pleats therebetween, a laterally 
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extending means at one end of one of said members, a 
means pivoting the other of said members to said laterally 
extending member vfor positioning the members in spaced 
parallel relation, a securing element disposed on the inner 
sides of said members, a bracket having means for mount 
ing said bracket on a support, an attachment including a 
part on each of said members and on said bracket posi 
tively holding said members in spaced, substantially paral 
lel position with respect to one another when pleats are 
disposed between said members. 
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