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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES W. YOUNG, of
Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, in the
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Collapsible Center
Pieces, of which the following, taken in con-
nection withthe accompanying drawings, is a
full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to collapsible center
pieces or partitions and means for securing
the same in place in barrels or other pack-
ages, where it is desired to use the goods from
either end, or, in case of a barrel, by first

reversing it and using from the other half.
My object is to produace a. collapsible cen-

ceptacle, adapted to be placed in the barrel
as it is being filled,and means for supporting-
the same; and the particular object of my in-
vention is to enable me to use the contents of
the barrel down to this eenter piece and then
reverse the barrel and use from the other end.

My invention consists in the several novel
features of construction and operation here-
inafter described, and which are specifically
set forth in the claim hereunto annexed.

It is constructed as follows, reference being
had totheaccompanying drawings,in which—

Figure 1 is a vertical section of the barrel
provided with my collapsible center,showing
the center in cross-section. Fig. 2is a top
plan view of the collapsible center detached
and provided with means for securing it in
the barrel. Fig. 3 is an edge view thereof

other. Fig. 4 is a plan view of the blank-
brackets. Figs.5 and 6 are the brackets de-
tached. .

For the purpose of illustraling my inven-
tion I have applied it to a barrel; but it will
be evident that it may be applied to any re-
ceptacle having a stiff shell or casing and in
which it is desired to use goods from either
or both ends. :

A is the barrel.

B is my collapsible eenter, constructed sub-
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stantially as shown in Fig. 2, having its parts
hinged or otherwise loosely secured together
centrally. N

Care brackets constructed fromsheet metal,
having the spurs ¢ stamped out of it,and then
to the form of an L, with the spurs standing

outward and downward or outward and up-.

ward, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6. These
brackets are then secured upon the center
by the vertical spurs, the side spurs being for
the purpose of supporting said center from
the walls of the receptacle or barrel.

My invention is operated as follows: ‘When
the barrel has been partly filled, I take the
collapsible center piece and fold it together,
and then place it within the barrel. I then
unfold it, letting it take the position shown in
Fig. 1,and then drive the spurs in the sides of
the brackets into the sides of the barrel, where
it is firmly held, after which I complete the
filling of the barrel. :

It will be seen by this device that in case
of a cracker-barrel, for which it was origi-
nally designed,the case can be used down to
the center piece and then the barrel reversed
and the goods used and taken from the other
end, thereby avoiding the inconvenience of
reaching to the bottom of the barrel in taking
out the last layer of goods.

I am aware that partitions have been here-
tofore secured in barrels by wedges inserted
between the sides of the partitions and the
barrel; but that is not my invention, for I
employ no wedges or wedging action.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

The combination, with the package, of a
partition consisting of sections hinged to-
gether and.supporting-brackets secured to
the partition and to the vertical walls of the
package.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand this 7th day of July, 1891.

CHARLES W. YOUNG.,

In presence of— .
HowARD P. DENISON,

C. W. SMITH.
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