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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LEO B. TRASK,a citizen
of the United States, residing at Pontiac, in
the county of Oakland and State of Michigan,

5 have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Book-Indexes; and I do herg-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and

exact description of the invention, such as will.

enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
1o pertains to make and use the same.

: My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in indexing books; and
it consists in the novel combination and ar-
rangement, hereinafter fully described, and

15 afterwards definitely pointed outin the claim,
due reference being had.to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi-
cation, Wherem—
l‘wme 11is a perspective view of a book

20 provided with my improved index; and Fig.,

2, a detail view of aportion of one of theleaves,
showing one of the tags applied thereto.
Prior to my invention books have been in-
 dexed by cutting segmental recesses obliquely
25 in-the edges of the leaves of the book, and
appropriate letters, figures, or other charac-
ters affixed within said recesses on the edges
of the leaves; and it was also old prior to my
invention to secure to the edges of the appro-
30 priate leaves tags bearing Tetters or other
characters to deswnate the nature of the sub-

ject treated on said leaf; but in the one case’

the edges of the leaves have to be cut or oth-
erwise recessed, and in the other theindex is

35 not visible when the book is presented edge-
wise to the eye.

It is the object of the present invention to
provide an index that will be visible when
the book is held edgewise, and having means

g0 whereby the book can be readily and accu-
rately opened at the different pages denoted
by the index, said index being capable of be-
ing applied to books of all klnds without cut-
mng or otherwise marring the leaves of said
45 books.

. (No model,)

Referring to the drawings, the letter A in-
dicates a book of usual construction. Toethe
edges of the pages, which it is designed to in-
dex, such as those pagesbeginning the chap-
ters or other divisions of the book, the initial 30
word or letter contained thereon, and. the
like, I affix tagsB. Saidtagsare constructed
of any suitable material possessing sufficient
rigidity for the purpose, and are preferably
affixed to the leaves by means of cement or 55
other adhesive, and project slightly beyond
the edges of the leaves, in order that they
may be engaged by the finger or thumb in
the act of separating the leaves and opening
the book. Upon the edges of the leaves and 6o
at points adjacent to or opposite the tags B
are printed, marked, or otherwise affixed let-
ters, numbers, or characters C, each letter,
figure, or character conforming in its natme
to the matter contained on the page to which 635
its adjacent tag is secured. DBy this arrange-
ment it is only necessary to inspect the edges
of the leaves composing the book, and when
the particular letter or character has been se-
lected the thumb or finger is placed upon the jo
tag adjacent to or oppos1te the character and
the book opened disclosing the page desired.

‘What I claim is—

A book having index-characters marked on
or otherwisesecured to theedgesof theleaves, 75
and provided with tags secured to theleaves
opposite or adjacent to said characters and
projecting beyond the edges of said leaves,
each tag being secured to theleaf containing
the mat‘rer indicated by the 1ndex—ehd1actel 8o
to which said tag is opposite or adjacent, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

Intestimony whereof I affix my swnatlue in
presence of two w1tnesses

LEO B. TRASK.
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JOHN COOGAN,
JAamESs H. LYNCH.




