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This invention relates to a new and improved
collapsible steam bath cabinet or the like and
more particularly to a device of this kind comi-
prising a metal frame and a removable covermg
of flexible sheet material for the frame. i

Steam baths which provide treatments pre-
scribed for various purposes, as normally con-
structed, comprise a cabinet sufficiently large to
enclose 2 person sitting on a chair therein, with
the person’s head projecting through an opening
in the upper wall of the cabinet. It is necessary
to hinge several wall and upper sections of ‘the
cabinet to provide for entrance and exit of -the
user and also to provide a reasonably close fit
ebout the neck of the user. Such cabinets ‘are

cumbersome, awkward to manipulate by the user.
alone and take up .considerable storage space.
They are, therefore, not well ‘adapted for home‘

use..

Itis an obJ ect of the present mventmn to pro-
vide a new and improved: collaps1b1e bath cab-
inet.

It is a further object to prov1de g cabmet of
this type which may be readily disassembled and
stored in a small space.

It is also an object to prov1de a cabmet com

prising a light metal frame having a removable.

covering of flexible, water and steam re51stant

.material.
- It is another object to prov1de a cabmet WhlchA

may be easily opened and closed:by the. user.. .-

- It is an additional object to provide a,cabinet

which is easily adjustable as to height:so that'it
may be readily adapted for use. by persons .of

different heights with a proper. fit of the upper;

surface about the neck of the user. .

Tt is a further object to provide a cabinet whlch
is simple in design and construction and adapted
for commercial production and' use. .

Other and further obJects will appear as the
descnpt:on proceeds.

I have shown certain preferred embodiments
of my invention in the accompa,nymg drawings,
in which—

Figure 1 is a perspectwe view of the cabmet
frame assembled to a chair;

. -Figure 2 is a fragmentary plan view, on an
enlarged scale, of the pivot block and connec-
tions;

. Figure 3 is a fragmentary elevatlon on an en-‘

larged scale, of the pivot and support blocks and
connections and

Pigure 4 is a perspectlve view- of the assembly'

in use,
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prises a folding stool section comprising the two
U-shaped members {1 and {2 which are pivoted
at 13 and 14 to each other. The usual type of
fabric seat (6, which may be formed of canvas,
is secured to the middle portions of the two U
members | { and 12 by having its ends lapped over
these portions, then folded back and sewed to the
body in a well-known manner. The upper por-
tions of the two legs of the U-shaped member | i
are each provided with a flat tubular member 18
applied thereto in such manner that they pro-
vide sockets to receive the legs 19 of the U-shaped
member 20 which forms a back for the chair
assembly. These legs 19 have a sliding fit into
members (8 so that the back may be removed
for packing and storage. The back is provided
with a fabric back-rest 22 which is secured to the
back legs 19 by being folded around them and
being sewed back upon itself in the same manner
as the seat."

Referring- next to Figure 3, the middle top
portion of the chair-back U frame 20 is provided'
with a pair of openings 24 through which are
fitted .the two legs 26 of the U-shaped support
member 21. ‘The support block 29 is provided
with a pair of openings 80 through which the
legs 26 pass and this block is secured in adjusted.
position by means of a thumb screw 32, the inner
end of which bears against one of the legs 26.
The upper ends of the legs 26 fit into recesses 34
in the underside of the pivot: block 35, which
block serves to support the upper framework of
the assembly.

This upper framework comprises, as shown in
Figure 1, a left horizontal frame 37 and a right
horizontal frame 38. The frames 37 and 38 have

"the inwardly bowed portions 39 and 40 formed

on their adjacent sides to provide clearance for
the neck of the user. The rear portion 42 of the.
frame section. 37T has a downturned end 43 fit-
ting in a bore 44 in the support block 35. Simi-
larly, the end of the curved section 39 of member.
37 has a downturned portion 45 fitting through.
the perforation 46 in the block 385. The horizon-:
tal frame section 38 is similarly provided with
downturned portions 48 and 49 extending
through bores 52 and 53..

The horizontal sections 37 and 38 of the frame
serve to support the sloping frame secfions 55
and 56. These frames 55 and 56 are shaped
in the form of a modified U with adjacent corners
51 and 58 formed on a short radius and the
outer lower corners 61 and 62 formed on 3 longer
radius. The upper end of the outer leg of sec-:
tion .55 is-given ga. single turn 66. around. the
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member 371 and the end of the turn is bent out-
wardly and upwardly, as shown at 67, under-
neath the lateral portion of frame 31 so that the
frame 55 is held in the position in which it is
shown. The upper end of the other leg of frame
55 is similarly twisted around frame section 37,
as shown at 68, and has an upstanding portion
10 bent outwardly and under the adjacent rear-
wardly extending portion of frame 37:--
in Figure 1, the frame member 56 has the upper

ends of its legs finished in the same manner so-
that it is similarly supported from the frame . .

section 38.

As shown

10

As shown in Figure 4, the assembly is adapted.::

‘to support a flexible housing 716-having portions

corresponding to the supporting frame shape
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fitted thereon and having downwardly depending - .-

‘walls or skirts long enough to reach the floor

‘with the frame assembly extended to its full-+-

‘height. As shown in the drawing, these skirts
‘have an overlapping portion. 72 so_that. the cabi-
net may. be closed sufficiently to' prevent . any
substantial leakage of steam. As indicated in
‘broken lines at 74 and 18, the member 70. may.
be provided with interior pockets fitting over
‘the lower ends of members 55 and 56 so as to
Tetain the casing or housing.in place. As shown
in Figure 1, an electric water heater: 18 :-having
the usual current supply cord 19 may be pro-
vided and located in use beneath the.seat.  This
should be of a type. which will supply adequate
steam for the use of the housing as a steam bath.
The particular construction :of.this heater. forms
no part of the present invention. :

:In.the use of the collapsible steam bath cabmet

after the parts have been assembled: and: covered

with the flexible housing 1§, the two sides may
be swung well apart, g pivoting and slight twist-
ing action- taking place..about the downwardly

extending portions 43, 45, 48 and 49, which are :©

shown. in detail in Figure 3. After: the user has
been seated, these sections may: be readily. drawn
together and the flexible. covering overlapped,
as shown in Figure 4. It will be understood that,
as usual with steam cabinets, a towel would
ordinarily be placed about the neck of the user
so.as to prevent escape of steam atb this point.
The assembly is very easily cpened so as to
permit- the user to leave the chair when- it is
desired to.terminate the use of the cabinet. The
entire cabinet may be very quickly assembled
for use and also quickly separated for packing
.and storage where it occupies a very small space.
“The two upper frame assemblies are lifted out of
“the support block 25 and, with the lower- portion
55 folded back against the upper portion 37-and
similarly section 5& folded against sectlon 38;
these portions take up very little space. “The
supporting U 27 may be removed:from the chair-
back, if desired, by loosening the nut-§2; It may,

if desired, be merely slipped down until the ends‘

of legs 26 are within the block 28 and the screw
32 tightened up again. It then: adds very little
to the height of the back for storage. 'The back
may be removed from the seat and:leg portions
of the chair by lifting the sides 19 of the.chair:
out of the members 8. The leg and seat:por-
tions of the chair may be folded in the usual
manner.
may be folded and packed in a small flat:Space:
Tt will be apparent, therefore, that the cabinet:
may be collapsed quickly and packed in a-very
small area. The method of assembly will:be
readily understood; being merely the reversal of:

the steps just described in connection with taking’

The outer covering: 70, being flexivle;
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it apart for storage. It will be appafent, also,
that the chair, with or without the back, may be
used separately for other purposes. Also, the
water heating and steam creating unit 78 may
be used for other purposes when not desired
in connection with the cabinet.

The parts may be made of various materials,
but aluminum tubing for the chdir-and aluminum

rods-“for -the ~upper frame: assembly,~together
with aluminum support and pivot blocks, have

“heen found very efficient. This material is light
to_handle and requires no painting to prevent

rust or corrosion from contact with the steam.

While. X -have shown and described certain
pre-f»er'red embodiments of my invention by way
of example, it is capable of variation to meet
differing conditions and requirements and I con-
template such modifications as come within the
spirit and scope of the appended claims.

I claim:

1. In a steam bath cablnet a_chair, supporting
means- secured to the-chair, a . cabinet frame
carried by the supporting means, said cabinet:
frame. comprising a pair of members pivoted on
the supporting frame, each . of said .members
having a re-entrant portion adapted fto fit about
a user’s neck, and a housing carried: by the frame;

2, In a steam bath:cabinet, a chair; supporting
means; secured to the chair; a cabinet frame car-
ried by the supporting. means, said cabinet frame
comprising a pair. of members pivoted:.on-the
supporting: frame, each-frame member- compris-
ing ‘a main element and -a secondary - element.
pivoted to the first element about. a: substantially:
horizontal axis, and a housing carrled by:.the
frame.

3. In a steam ba,th cabmet a. chalr supportmg
means secured to:the chair, a.cabinet frame car=
ried by the supporting means, said cabinet frame
comprising ‘a pair of substantially- horizontally
extending main members each generally: rec~
tangular in shape and formed of a unitary.bar
both ends of ‘which are. fitted into. the supporting
means, and a second forwardly extending ele-
ment carried by each horizontally :extending
main member, and a housmg carried. by the
frame.

. 4. In a steam: bath cablnet a -chair, supportmg
means secured to the chair, a cabinet frame car-

. ried by the supporting means, said cabinet frame

comprising. a pair- of: substantlally horizontally:
extending main. members::each generally: rec-
tangular in shape and formed of a unitary bar
both ends of which are. fitbed:into the-supporting
means, and a-second:{forwardly extending ele-
ment carried by each- horlzontally extending:
main rmember, said’ forwardly extendmg ele-
ments - each - beéing formed of & generally U=
shaped bar with its ends: plvotally ‘secured- 1o the
forward portion of the main:- member and a
housing carried by the frame:: :

5..Ina steam bath:cabinet, a chau' supportmg
means secured to-the chair, a cabinet frame car-
ried by the supporting means, said cabmet frame
comprising a pair of” substantlally horlzontally
extending main membersieach generally rectan-
gular in shape and formed 'of a-unitary bar both
ends - of which are ‘fitted" into. the supporting’
means, and a second forwardly extending -ele~
ment ‘carried by each’ horlzontally extendmg
main’ member, Said’ forwardly: extending- ele-
ments each being formed of a generally U-shaped'
bar-with' its 'ends pivotally ‘secured: to- the for-
ward portmn of the main member by passmg-
around "the front’bar portion and "having ‘an
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extension passing under a lateral bar portion to
limit the pivotal action, and a housing carried
by the frame.

6. In a steam bath cabinet, a chair having a
back, a support adjustably secured to the chair-
back whereby its elevation may be varied, said
support having sockets therein, a cabinet frame

formed of bars, said frame comprising a pair’

of generally rectangular main members, each
formed of a single bar having downturned ends,

said downturned ends fitting 'in the support

sockets for pivotal movement, secondary for-
wardly extending elements carried by the main
members, and a flexible housing fitted on said
frame. :

7. In a steam bath cabinet, a chair having a
back, a support adjustably secured to the chair-
back whereby its elevation may be varied, said
support -having sockets therein, a cabinet frame
formed of bars, said frame comprising a pair of
generally rectangular main members, each
formed of s single bar having downfurned ends,
said downturned ends fitting in the support
sockets for pivotal movement, secondary for-
wardly extending elements carried by the main
members, and a flexible housing fitted on said
frame, said housing having pockets formed
therein to fit over portions of the frame to main-
tain the housing located thereon.

P23

8. In a steam bath cabinet, a chair having a
back formed of an inverted U-shaped member
detachably secured to the chair, the upper por-
tion of the back having a pair of vertical open-
ings therein, a U-shaped support having its legs
extending upwardly through the openings, a sup-
port block fitting over said legs above the back

_and adjustably secured thereto, a pivot block
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supported by the upper ends of said legs, a pair
of frame members detachably fitted into said
pivot block to pivot thereon, and a flexible hous-
ing supported by said frame members.

: © DALE L. COSPER.
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