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(57) ABSTRACT 

The attenuation and other optical properties of a medium are 
exploited to measure a thickness of the medium between a 
sensor and a target Surface. Disclosed herein are various 
mediums, arrangements of hardware, and processing tech 
niques that can be used to capture these thickness measure 
ments and obtain three-dimensional images of the target Sur 
face in a variety of imaging contexts. This includes general 
techniques for imaging interior/concave surfaces as well as 
exterior/convex surfaces, as well as specific adaptations of 
these techniques to imaging ear canals, human dentition, and 
so forth. 
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SELF-NFLATING BLADDER 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application claims the benefit U.S. Provisional 
Patent Applications No. 61/083.394 filed on Jul. 24, 2008 and 
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/165,708 filed on 
Apr. 1, 2009, each of which is hereby incorporated by refer 
ence in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND 

0002 Various techniques have been disclosed for captur 
ing thickness measurements using Emission Reabsorption 
Laser Induced Fluorescence (“ERLIF) as described for 
example in the following literature, all incorporated by refer 
ence herein in its entirety: Hidrovo, C, Hart, D.P., “Excitation 
Non-Linearities in Emission Reabsorption Laser Induced 
Fluorescence (ERLIF) Techniques.” Journal of Applied 
Optics, Vol.43, No. 4, February 2004, pp. 894-913; Hidrovo, 
C., Hart, D. P. “2-D Thickness and Temperature Mapping of 
Fluids by Means of a Two Dye Laser Induced Fluorescence 
Rationetric Scheme.” Journal of Flow Visualization and 
Image Processing, Volume 9, Issue 2, June 2002; Hidrovo, C., 
Hart, D. P. "Emission Reabsorption Laser Induced Fluores 
cence for Film Thickness Measurement,” Measurement Sci 
ence and Technology, Vol. 12, No. 4, 2001, pp. 467-477; and 
Hidrovo, C., Hart, D.P., “Dual Emission Laser Induced Fluo 
rescence Technique (DELIF) for Oil Film Thickness and 
Temperature Measurement. ASME/JSME Fluids Engineer 
ing Division Summer Meeting, Jul. 23-28, 2000, Boston, 
Mass. 
0003) While these existing techniques provide a useful 
approach for obtaining thickness measurements, they rely on 
various mixtures of two or more fluorescent dyes. There 
remains a need for other thickness measurement techniques 
that do not require the use of multiple dyes, as well as tech 
niques for adapting thickness measurements to various physi 
cal contexts for three-dimensional imaging. 

SUMMARY 

0004. The attenuation and other optical properties of a 
medium are exploited to measure a thickness of the medium 
between a sensor and a target Surface. Disclosed herein are 
various mediums, arrangements of hardware, and processing 
techniques that can be used to capture these thickness mea 
Surements and obtain three-dimensional images of the target 
Surface in a variety of imaging contexts. This includes general 
techniques for imaging interior/concave Surfaces as well as 
exterior/convex surfaces, as well as specific adaptations of 
these techniques to imaging ear canals, human dentition, and 
so forth. 
0005. In one aspect, a device that is disclosed herein 
includes a collapsible membrane formed around an interior 
space, the collapsible membrane returning to an original 
shape in an absence of external forces; a Supply of a medium 
in a fluid form that absorbs a first wavelength of light more 
than a second wavelength of light; a fluid port coupling the 
supply to the interior space of the collapsible membrane, the 
fluid port controlling a rate at which the medium passes 
between the Supply and the interior space; and an access space 
formed within and physically separated from the interior 
space of the collapsible membrane, the access space defined 
by a rigid shell including at least one transparent region and 
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the access space including an access port for access to the 
access space from outside the collapsible membrane. The 
fluid port may include a porous membrane. The fluid port may 
include an adjustable valve for adjustably controlling the rate 
at which the medium passes between the Supply and the 
interior space. The device may include a soft, pliable cap on 
an end of the collapsible membrane. The device may include 
a light source shaped and sized for insertion into the access 
space through the access port. The device may include an 
imaging device shaped and sized for insertion into the access 
space through the access port, the imaging device configured 
to capture images at the first wavelength and the second 
wavelength. The device may include a retainer that mechani 
cally retains the collapsible membrane in a compressed 
shape. The compressed shape may be sized for insertion into 
a human ear. The medium may include a single fluorescent 
dye. The medium may include two or more fluorescent dyes. 
0006. In one aspect, a device that is disclosed herein 
includes an expandable membrane formed about an interior 
space; a Supply of a medium in a fluid form that absorbs a first 
wavelength of light more than a second wavelength of light, 
the supply capable of pressurized delivery of the medium; a 
fluid port coupling the Supply to the interior space of the 
expandable membrane; and an access space within the inte 
rior space of the expandable membrane defined by a trans 
parent, rigid shell that separates the access space from the 
interior space of the expandable membrane, the access space 
including an access port for external access to the access 
space. The Supply may deliver the medium from a pressurized 
elastic container. The Supply may include a user control for a 
manual application of pressure to deliver the medium into the 
expandable membrane. The fluid port may include a valve for 
controlling delivery of the medium to the interior space. The 
device may include a soft, pliable cap on an end of the expand 
able membrane. The device may include a light Source shaped 
and sized for insertion into the access space through the 
access port. The device may include an imaging device 
shaped and sized for insertion into the access space through 
the access port, the imaging device configured to capture 
images at the first wavelength and the second wavelength. 
The expandable membrane may have a compressed shape 
that is shaped and sized for insertion into a human ear. 
0007. In one aspect, a method that is disclosed herein 
includes providing a collapsible membrane that returns to an 
original shape absent external forces, the collapsible mem 
brane having an interior space; compressing the collapsible 
membrane into a shape and size for fitting into a human ear 
canal; retaining the collapsible membrane in the shape and 
size with a retainer; and coupling the interior space to a Supply 
of a medium in a fluid form that absorbs a first wavelength of 
light more than a second wavelength of light, wherein the 
interior space is coupled to the medium through a port that 
restricts a flow of the medium into the interior space. The 
method may include removing the retainer from the collaps 
ible membrane and inserting the collapsible membrane into 
the human ear canal. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

0008. The invention and the following detailed description 
of certain embodiments thereof may be understood by refer 
ence to the following figures: 
0009 FIG. 1 shows a three-dimensional imaging system. 
0010 FIG. 2 shows the emission and absorption spectra 
for fluorescein sodium. 
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0011 FIG. 3 shows a three-dimensional imaging system 
using a luminescent Surface applied to an object. 
0012 FIG. 4 shows a three-dimensional imaging system 
using a passive Surface applied to an object. 
0013 FIG. 5 is a flow chart of a method for three-dimen 
sional imaging using a fluorescent layer applied to a target 
Surface of an object. 
0014 FIG. 6 is a flow chart of a method for three-dimen 
sional imaging using a single fluorescent dye. 
0015 FIG. 7 is a flow chart of a method for three-dimen 
sional imaging based upon absorption. 
0016 FIG. 8 illustrates a computer-implemented method 
for three-dimensional imaging using the technique described 
above. 
0017 FIG.9 shows a method for using a single camera to 
measure thickness. 
0018 FIG. 10 illustrates an adaptation of the techniques 
described herein to imaging of an interior space Such as a 
human ear canal. 
0019 FIG. 11 is a flow chart of a method for obtaining a 
three-dimensional image of an interior space. 
0020 FIG. 12 shows a self-inflating bladder for use in 
interior measurements. 
0021 FIG. 13 is a flow chart of a method for using a 
self-inflating bladder to capture three-dimensional images of 
an interior space. 
0022 FIG. 14 illustrates an adaptation of the techniques 
described herein to capture a three-dimensional image of an 
object Such as human dentition. 
0023 FIG. 15 is a flow chart of a method for capturing a 
three-dimensional image of an object Such as human denti 
tion using the techniques described herein. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0024 Disclosed herein are various techniques for obtain 
ing thickness measurements from a film, liquid, gel, gas, or 
other medium based upon the relationship between an inten 
sity of light measured at two or more different wavelengths. 
Also disclosed herein are various techniques for capturing 
Such thickness measurements in interior Volumes (such as ear 
canals), exterior Volumes (such as teeth), and so forth for use 
in three-dimensional reconstruction. In general, the systems 
and methods described below exploit the Beer-Lambert Law 
for absorption of light in a medium, and more particularly, 
derivations based upon the Beer-Lambert Law where one 
wavelength is attenuated more than another as it passes 
through a medium. By controlling sources of light and the 
properties of the medium, this differential attenuation can be 
used to determine a distance that light travels through a 
medium to a sensor. More specific applications of this general 
principle are provided below, and serve to outline several 
variations of a new technique for distance measurement based 
upon differential attenuation of various wavelengths of light. 
0025 Throughout this disclosure, the term “absorption' is 
used to describe an attenuation of energy Such as electromag 
netic energy propagating through a medium. This attenuation 
may be caused by physical absorption in the medium, or by 
any other physical phenomenon (Such as scattering) or com 
bination of phenomena that result in a measurable decrease in 
intensity of a signal as it passes through the medium. For 
example, it will be understood that in some embodiments— 
Such as those involving gold nanoparticles as described 
herein “absorption' is the result of multiple inelastic scat 
tering events. Thus as used herein absorption should be 
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understood broadly to refer to any form or cause of attenua 
tion (or lack thereof) unless a more specific meaning is explic 
itly provided or otherwise clear from the context. 
0026. In the following description, terms such as thick 
ness, thickness calculation, and thickness measurement are 
used interchangeably to describe the thicknesses as deter 
mined using the techniques disclosed herein. In general, no 
particular meaning should be ascribed to the terms “measure 
ment” and "calculation', and the use of one term or the other, 
or similar references to “determining”, “calculating, or 
“obtaining thickness measurement, is not intended to imply 
any distinction among the manners in which thickness might 
be determined. Rather, all such references to thickness should 
be understood to include all of the techniques described 
herein for determining thickness of a medium or the length of 
an optical path therethrough, except where a more specific 
meaning is explicitly provided. 
0027. Throughout this disclosure, various terms of quan 
titative and qualitative description are used. These terms are 
not intended to assert strict numerical boundaries on the fea 
tures described, but rather should be interpreted to permit 
some variability. Thus for example where medium is 
described as being transparent at a particular wavelength, this 
should be understood to mean Substantially transparent or 
Sufficiently transparent to permit measurements yielding 
accurate thickness calculations, rather than absolutely trans 
parent at the limits of measurement or human perception. 
Similarly, where a target surface is described as having uni 
form color or a dye is described as fluorescing at a particular 
wavelength, this should not be interpreted to exclude the 
variability typical of any conventional material or manufac 
turing process. Thus in the following description, all descrip 
tive terms and numerical values should be interpreted as 
broadly as the nature of the invention permits, and will be 
understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to contemplate 
a range of variability consistent with proper operation of the 
inventive concepts disclosed herein, unless a different mean 
ing is explicitly provided or otherwise clear from the context. 
0028. In the following description, the term wavelength is 
used to describe a characteristic of light or other electromag 
netic energy. It will be understood that the term wavelength 
may refer to a specific wavelength, Such as where the descrip 
tion refers to a center frequency or a limit or boundary for a 
range of frequencies. The term may also or instead refer 
generally to a band of wavelengths, such as where a wave 
length is specified for a sensor, pixel, or the like. Thus in 
general the term wavelength as used herein should be under 
stood to refer to either or both of a specific wavelength and a 
range of wavelengths unless a more specific meaning is pro 
vided or otherwise clear from the context. 

0029 All documents mentioned herein are hereby incor 
porated by reference in their entirety. References to items in 
the singular should be understood to include items in the 
plural, and vice versa, unless explicitly stated otherwise or 
clear from the text. Grammatical conjunctions are intended to 
express any and all disjunctive and conjunctive combinations 
of conjoined clauses, sentences, words, and the like, unless 
otherwise stated or clear from the context. 

0030 Although the following disclosure includes 
example embodiments, these examples are provided for illus 
tration only and are not intended in a limiting sense. All 
variations, modifications, extensions, applications, combina 
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tions of components, and the like as would be apparent to one 
of ordinary skill in the art are intended to fall within the scope 
of this disclosure. 

0031 FIG. 1 shows a three-dimensional imaging system. 
In an embodiment, the system 100 may employ a fluorescent 
medium between an object and a camera, although it will be 
readily appreciated that a variety of mediums, sensors, and 
other components may be used. The system 100 may include 
an excitation source 102 with a source filter 104, a medium 
106, an object 108 with a target surface 110, a sensor 112 with 
a sensor filter 114, and a computer 116. In general operation, 
the excitation source 102 illuminates the object 108 along an 
optical illumination path 118 through the medium 106, and 
the sensor 112 captures reflected light from the object 108 on 
an optical return path 120 through the medium 106. The 
resulting signal at the sensor 112 can be processed by the 
computer 116 to obtain thickness measurements of the 
medium 106, which can be further processed to obtain a 
three-dimensional image of the object 108. It will be under 
stood that numerous variations, additions, omissions, and 
modifications are possible, all as described in the various 
detailed embodiments set out below. 

0032. The excitation source 102 may be any suitable light 
Source. In various embodiments, this may include light emit 
ting diodes, incandescent bulbs or lamps, laser light sources, 
or any other broadband light source, broadband visible light 
Source, narrowband light source or any combination of the 
foregoing that emits photons at the desired wavelength(s). 
The excitation source 102 (as shaped by the source filter 104) 
may provide light at any Suitable wavelength(s) including 
wavelengths that excite a fluorescent Substance in the 
medium 106 or on the target surface 110, as well as wave 
length(s) having known attenuation by the medium 106, all as 
more generally described below. The excitation source 102 
may more generally include any source of illumination Suit 
able for imaging as described herein. While visible light 
embraces one useful range of wavelengths, the excitation 
source 102 may also or instead usefully provide light near or 
beyond the visible light range Such as near-infrared or infra 
red illumination, or more generally across any range of elec 
tromagnetic wavelengths for which attenuation by the 
medium 106 can be measured. Various other embodiments 
are discussed in greater detail below, and it will be appreci 
ated that the term "excitation source' as used herein should be 
broadly understood as any source of energy capable of 
achieving illumination of the object 108. In one embodiment, 
the excitation source 102 may be a light source positioned to 
excite a single fluorescent substance around the object 108 
(e.g., within the medium 106) to provide a fluorescent emis 
sion, or more generally to illuminate the medium 106 and/or 
target Surface 110 as required to capture Suitable intensity 
measurements at the sensor 112 for thickness calculations as 
described below. 

0033. One or more source filters 104 may optionally be 
employed to shape a spectral profile of the excitation Source 
102, such as to provide narrowband illumination from a 
broadband light source, or to otherwise attenuate energy out 
side wavelengths of interest. For example, where the sensor 
112 captures a fluorescent or other radiant image from the 
object 108, the one or more source filters 104 may usefully 
remove or attenuate the fluorescence wavelength(s) from the 
excitation source 102 in order to avoid contamination of 
fluorescence images. 
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0034. The medium 106 may include any substance, mix 
ture, Solution, composition or the like Suitable for the imaging 
systems and methods described herein. In general, the 
medium 106 may have known and different coefficients of 
attenuation for two different wavelengths so that a ratio of 
intensity at these wavelengths can be captured and used in 
thickness calculations. The medium 106 may also include a 
single fluorescent, phosphorescent, or similarly radiant Sub 
stance that contributes to the intensity of electromagnetic 
energy at one of the two different wavelengths. In embodi 
ments, one of the attenuation coefficients is Zero. In embodi 
ments, one of the attenuation coefficients is greater than or 
less than the other, or to improve discrimination in a calcula 
tion including a ratio, significantly greater than or less than 
the other. 

0035. In one aspect, the medium 106 may be selected for 
its mechanical properties. Thus, the medium 106 may include 
one or more of a liquid, a gas, a Solid, a gel, or other Substance 
or combination of substances. For example, a liquid Such as a 
silicon oil may be conveniently employed where the object 
108 is small and can be fit into a bath or other container with 
the oil. As another example, a gas with a fluorescent dye may 
be usefully employed in an interior space as described in 
various embodiments below. In other embodiments, the 
medium 106 may be a casting medium Such as a curable gel 
into which the object 108 may be pressed and removed leav 
ing a negative impression of the object in the medium 106. In 
various embodiments, such a curable material may be cured 
while the object 108 is in the medium 106, after the object 108 
has been removed from the medium 106, or some combina 
tion of these. The medium 106 may cure with the passage of 
time, or with the application of heat, light, pressure, or the 
like, or through some other activation medium. 
0036. In another aspect, the medium 106 may be selected 
for its optical properties such as luminescence (e.g., fluores 
cence) and/or attenuation. Thus the medium 106 may ingen 
eral be transparent across some portion of the electromag 
netic spectrum so that light passing through the medium 106 
in some wavelengths is not attenuated. The medium 106 may 
also have a non-zero coefficient of attenuation at Some wave 
lengths so that light at these wavelengths is attenuated as it 
passes through the medium 106. This may be achieved, for 
example, through the use of an additive Such as gold nano 
particles (which can be very closely tuned to achieve attenu 
ation at specific, narrow bands of wavelengths) or any other 
Substance or combination of Substances that achieves a 
desired attenuation spectral profile. The medium 106 may 
also contain fluorescent dyes, phosphorescent dyes, quantum 
dots, or some other Substance or combination of Substances 
that emits light in response to other wavelengths or other 
stimulus (such as an applied electrical field, a chemical reac 
tion, and so forth). In such embodiments, the intensity of the 
emitted light may be used to assist calculations of a thickness 
of the medium 106, as described in greater detail below. The 
medium 106 may also or instead include any chemilumines 
cent material, electroluminescent material, or other material 
that emits light at one or more measurable wavelengths. 
0037 Thus, the medium 106 may in general include a 
variety of dyes, solutes, quantum dots, encapsulated silica 
nanoparticles, or other Substances that can be combined— 
Such as in a homogenous mixture—to provide the medium 
106 with different emission properties and/or attenuation 
coefficients at different wavelengths. The medium 106, 
including additives, may be formed of biocompatible mate 
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rials so that it is safe for use on, in, or in close proximity to a 
living organism. One useful biocompatible dye is fluorescein 
sodium, although it will be appreciated that a variety of bio 
compatible fluorescent dyes are known and may be usefully 
employed with the systems and methods described herein. 
0038. The object 108 may be any object having a target 
surface 110 from which a three-dimensional image is to be 
acquired. This may include, for example biological or physi 
ological Subject matter Such as teeth (or a cast of teeth), bones, 
hands, fingerprints, or more generally any tissue, skeleton, 
organs, and the like including without limitation interior Sur 
faces such as an ear canal, nasal passage, bladder, and so 
forth. This may also, or instead, include fabricated items such 
as precision-machined components, precision cast parts, fuel 
injectors, turbine blades, seals, or any other three-dimen 
sional object where quality control may usefully include an 
evaluation of three-dimensional shape. This may also, or 
instead, include models that can be usefully digitized for 
Subsequent computerized processes Such as computer-auto 
mated design, computer animation, and so forth. More gen 
erally, the object 108 may be any object from which a three 
dimensional image can be usefully captured. 
0039. The sensor 112 may include any sensor or group of 
sensors Suitable for capturing, in digital or electronic form, an 
intensity of electromagnetic radiation at one or more wave 
lengths. This may include, for example, photodiodes, charge 
coupled devices (CCDs), complementary metal oxide semi 
conductor (CMOS) devices, or any other optical sensor or 
combination of sensors suitable for use with the systems and 
methods described herein. In general, the sensor 112 may be 
positioned to measure an intensity of one or more wave 
lengths of light in a direction of a location within a region of 
interest on the target surface 110, such as indicated where the 
optical return path 120 leaves the object toward the sensor 112 
and sensor filter 114. 

0040. The sensor 112 may include a two-dimensional 
pixel array that can capture a two-dimensional image in 
which a measurement at each pixel location corresponds to an 
intensity of one or more wavelengths of light in a direction 
within a field of view of the sensor 112. This may, for 
example, include conventional CCD arrays, such as a gray 
scale array, a red-green-blue (RGB) array, a cyan-magenta 
yellow (CMY) array, or the like. Various techniques are 
known for discriminating different wavelengths including 
filter masks overlaying a detector to capture a particular range 
of wavelengths at each pixel location, a filter wheel with 
which time-separated (and wavelength-separated) images 
can be captured through each of a sequence of filters, or a 
prism that separates an optical path into three Sub-paths each 
used to measure a different wavelength. In other embodi 
ments, nested semiconductor wells or the like may be 
employed to measure different wavelengths at different 
depths within the semiconductor device. Although not sepa 
rately illustrated, it will be appreciated that the sensor 112 
may include a variety of camera optics such as focusing 
lenses, Zoom lenses, prisms, mirrors, and so forth, as well as 
other camera hardware such as shutters, aperture controls, 
and so forth, any of which may be custom built for a particular 
imaging environment or integrated into a commercially 
available camera or some combination of these. 

0041. In general, the techniques described herein use two 
measured wavelengths. However, it should be appreciated 
that additional wavelengths may be usefully employed to 
increase accuracy or to accommodate use with a range of 
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different mediums 106. The measured wavelengths may beat 
or near specific wavelengths detected by conventional camera 
hardware, or at other wavelengths, and may in general include 
ranges or bands of varying size around certain center wave 
lengths according to the sensitivity of the sensors that are used 
and/or the properties of the excitation source 102 and the 
medium 106. In some embodiments the measured wave 
lengths are 510 nanometers and 540 nanometers, respec 
tively. 
0042. The sensor filter 114 may be any filter or combina 
tion offilters useful for selectively passing one or more wave 
lengths of light to the sensor 112, including the filter masks 
described above for discriminating wavelengths at the sensor, 
or one or more filters separate from the sensor 112 for gross 
filtering of an incoming optical signal. Such as to attenuate 
light outside one or more wavelengths of interest. In various 
embodiments the sensor filter 114 may include a switchable 
optical bandpass filter, an optical bandpass filter, a color filter, 
a stray-light filter that attenuates all light outside of the mea 
Sured wavelengths, an excitation filter that attenuates over the 
excitation bands, and so on. 
0043. The computer 116 may include any suitable com 
puting device or devices including without limitation a desk 
top computer, laptop computer, or dedicated processing 
device(s). The computer may include one or more general 
purpose or special purpose processors constructed and/or 
programmed to receive measurements of intensities, perform 
calculations to determine the thickness of an attenuation 
medium, and output results of the calculations as described 
herein. This may include the use of software, firmware, 
microcode, programmable gate arrays, application specific 
circuits, and so on. In general, the computer 116 may provide 
one or more high-level functions as described below. 
0044. In one aspect, the computer 116 may control opera 
tion of the excitation source 102 and sensor 112 to obtain 
sensor images of the object 108. This may include supple 
mental functions such as controlling a Supply of the medium 
106 or otherwise providing monitoring and control of hard 
ware for the systems and methods described herein. In 
another aspect, the computer may obtain data from the sensor 
112. Such as a two-dimensional array of intensity values 
captured from a field of view that contains the object 108 and 
the medium 106. This may include intermediate processing 
Such as controlling operation of the sensor 112 or a data feed 
from the sensor 112, as well as processing digital measure 
ments from the sensor 112 to obtain intensity values at par 
ticular wavelengths of interest. Thus, for example, where an 
RGB camera is employed, the computer 116 may receive 
three discrete wavelength measurements for each pixel of the 
camera (e.g., a red wavelength, a green wavelength, and a 
blue wavelength) and process these RGB values at each pixel 
location to determine or estimate an intensity at one or more 
wavelengths between the discrete RGB values for use in 
Subsequent calculations. 
0045. In another aspect, the computer 116 may calculate a 
thickness of the medium 106 in a direction of a location on the 
object 108 (e.g., along the optical return path 120 to a par 
ticular sensor/pixel location) based upon a function of the 
intensity at two or more specific wavelengths. In general, 
each sensor 112 (or pixel location within a sensor 112) pro 
vides a measurement of intensity at two different wavelengths 
in the direction of a location on the target surface 110, which 
may correspond to a general area of interest, or a particular 
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location within a region of interest depending on the optical 
resolution of the sensor 112 and related hardware. 

0046 Where the medium 106 has a different attenuation 
coefficient at each of two measured wavelengths and the 
medium 106 fluoresces or otherwise radiates at one of these 
two wavelengths, the intensity at each of the two wavelengths 
can be related to a thickness of the medium 106 in the direc 
tion of the location. Suitable adaptations may be made where, 
for example, the medium 106 contains a fluorescent dye that 
is excited by the excitation source 102, or where the medium 
106 contains two fluorescent dyes that are excited by the 
excitation source 102, or where the medium 106 has known 
attenuation coefficients and the target surface 110 has a 
known color pattern, or where the target surface 110 has a 
luminescent Surface that luminesces at a wavelength that is 
attenuated by the medium 106. In some embodiments, a base 
line image of the target Surface 110 (e.g., taken without the 
medium 106 present) may be used to obtain the known color 
pattern. Preferably, the non-absorbing medium and the 
medium 106 have similar indices of refraction (i.e., they are 
index matched), so that the baseline image and any images 
taken with the medium 106 line up as exactly as possible. 
Translation, rotation, warping, and the like may also be 
employed to adaptabaseline image to various perspectives on 
an object, such as where a camera or other sensor obtains 
images from a variety of poses that are used to form a com 
posite three-dimensional image. However adapted, this gen 
eral notion may be employed to obtain a number of thickness 
measurements in the direction of a corresponding number of 
locations on the target surface 110 
0047. In another aspect, the computer 116 may process 
thickness measurements to obtain a three-dimensional recon 
struction of the target surface 110. With a number of simple 
constraints such as information about the physical boundaries 
of the medium 106, the directionality associated with pixel or 
other sensor measurements, and a straightforward application 
of Euclidean geometry, thickness measurements can be trans 
formed into a three-dimensional data set representing the 
target surface 110. This three-dimensional data can be stored, 
displayed, output to another computer process, and so forth. It 
will be understood that while the medium 106 is depicted in 
FIG. 1 as having a generally rectangular cross section, this is 
not strictly required and any shape of medium 106 may be 
employed provided that enough information about the Sur 
face of the medium is available to permit inferences about the 
target Surface based on thickness measurements. For 
example, a lens of the sensor 112 may be immersed in the 
attenuation medium, Such that thickness measurements are 
made directly from a surface of the lens to the object 108. In 
another aspect, the object 108 may be immersed in a bath of 
the medium 106 where a top surface of the bath has a known 
position Such that thickness can be projected (based upon 
directionality) from this surface to the target Surface. 
0048. This process may be supplemented in a number of 
ways. For example, a three-dimensional video may be created 
with a series of time-separated measurements. In another 
aspect, the sensor 112 or the object 108 may be moved (in a 
translation, a rotation, or some combination of these) in order 
to capture a larger area of interest or the entire object 108, or 
in order to obtain measurements of occluded surfaces of the 
object 108, or for any other reason. In such a motion-based 
imaging process, the relative positions of the sensor 112, the 
object 108, and/or the medium 106 may be physically tracked 
with motion sensors or the like, or the relative motion may be 
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inferred using a three-dimensional registration process to 
spatially relate successive three-dimensional data sets to one 
another. Regardless of the particular methodology, it will be 
readily appreciated that individual spatial measurements, or 
groups of spatial measurements, may be combined to form a 
larger three-dimensional model, and all Such techniques that 
would be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art for 
creating a three-dimensional reconstruction are intended to 
fall within the scope of this disclosure. 
0049. In another aspect, the computer 116 may provide a 
user interface for control and operation of the system 100, as 
well as tools for displaying thickness measurements, display 
ing or manipulating reconstructed three-dimensional models, 
and so forth. 
0050. The computer 116 may also support calibration of 
the system 100 in order to correct for, e.g., variations in the 
sensor 112, the excitation source 102, and related optics, or 
variations in concentration of additives to the medium that 
absorb, scatter, attenuate, fluoresce, or otherwise impart Vari 
ous optical properties to the medium. For example and with 
out limitation, it will be understood that one can characterize 
the sensor 112 using a calibration fixture or the like, prior to 
employing the sensor 112 in the system 100. Additionally, it 
will be understood that by taking controlled measurements of 
the absorption spectrum or the emission spectrum for the 
medium 106 it may be possible to improve the accuracy of the 
thickness measurements and related calculations. Calibration 
may, for example, include the use of an object 108 having a 
known shape and a known position within the medium 106, or 
the use of a container for the medium having a known shape. 
A variety of suitable calibration techniques will be readily 
appreciated based upon the use of known shapes, dimensions, 
Surface patterns, and so forth, any of which may be adapted to 
use with the imaging systems described herein. 
0051. A supply 122 of the medium 106 may be provided 
and adapted to distribute the medium 106 between the sensor 
112 and the target surface 110. It will be understood that, 
while the supply 122 is depicted as an external reservoir, the 
Supply should more broadly be understood as any structures 
that deliver the medium 106 and/or retains the medium 106 
about the object 108 in a manner that permits thickness mea 
Surements including any pumps, valves, containers, drains, 
tubing, and the like consistent with Supplying the medium 
106 for the uses described herein. 

0.052 FIG. 2 shows the emission and absorption spectra 
for fluorescein sodium. In general, the imaging techniques 
described above may employ known ERLIF techniques using 
two different fluorescent dyes. However, in one aspect the 
imaging system may instead be implemented using a medium 
that contains a single fluorescent dye (or other substance) 
Such as fluorescein Sodium that has an absorption spectrum 
202 that overlaps with an emission spectrum 204. By exciting 
this dye with a blue light and capturing fluorescent image 
pairs intennanometer bands within the overlapping spectrum 
206 of non-Zero absorption and attenuation, Such as centered 
on about 510 nanometers and about 540 nanometers, intensity 
values can be obtained for thickness calculations in a manner 
similar to the ERLIF techniques noted above. Thus in one 
embodiment there is disclosed herein a thickness measure 
ment and/or three-dimensional imaging system that uses a 
medium with a single fluorescent dye, wherein the dye has 
overlapping, non-zero emission and absorption spectra. 
0053 FIG. 3 shows a three-dimensional imaging system 
using a luminescent Surface applied to an object. In general, 
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the system 300 may be as described above with reference to 
FIG. 1 with differences as noted below. A luminescent layer 
322 may be applied to the target surface 110 of the object 108, 
and may emit light at a first wavelength and a second wave 
length that can be measured by the sensor 112 in order to 
facilitate calculations of thickness of the medium 106. In 
general, the sensor 112 may be positioned to capture an 
intensity of the first wavelength and the second wavelength in 
a direction of a location on the target Surface 110, and a 
processor Such as the computer 116 may be programmed to 
calculate a thickness of the medium in the direction of the 
location based upon a function of the intensity of the first and 
second wavelengths. 
0054. In one aspect, a luminescent layer 322 is applied to 
the target surface 110 or embedded within the object 108 
(such as using a waveguide or the like). Emissions from the 
luminescent layer322 may travel along the optical return path 
120 as described above. Although the following description 
refers explicitly to a layer of luminescent material, it will be 
readily understood that the object 108 may also or instead be 
fabricated from a luminescent material to achieve a similar 
effect, or may contain waveguides or the like that luminesce. 
Thus as used herein the term “luminescent layer should not 
be interpreted as requiring a discrete layer of luminescent 
material on the target surface 110 of the object 108. Rather 
any technique for rendering the object 108 luminescent 
should be understood as creating the luminescent layer322 as 
that term is used herein unless a different meaning is explic 
itly stated or otherwise clear from the context. In general, the 
luminescent layer 322 may beformed of any suitable combi 
nation of materials selected for appropriate mechanical prop 
erties, optical properties, and other properties. 
0055 Mechanical properties of the luminescent layer 322 
may depend on the manner in which the luminescent layer 
322 is to be applied. For example, an oil or other relatively 
Viscous material may be appropriate for dip coating the object 
108, while a less viscous fluid might be usefully employed for 
spraying or painting onto the target Surface 110. In other 
embodiments, a thin film or other membrane may be impreg 
nated with a luminescent material (or fabricated from a lumi 
nescent material, or coated with a luminescent material) and 
be used to form the luminescent layer 322 in an inflatable 
membrane as described below. The membrane may be elastic, 
deformable, flexible, pliable, or any combination of these, or 
have any other properties useful for forming a conforming, 
luminescent layer over the object 108. 
0056. In embodiments, the luminescent layer 322 may be 
a membrane that can be wrapped around some or all of the 
object 108. The object 108, enclosed in the luminescent layer 
322 may then be introduced into the medium 106 and thick 
ness measurements may be obtained from any number of 
poses from within or outside of the medium 106. Thus for 
example, where the object 108 is a human foot, a sock may be 
fashioned of a material with the luminescent layer 322 dis 
posed on an outside of the Sock. A foot may then be inserted 
into the Sock, which may in turn be placed into the medium 
106 to obtain a three-dimensional model of the foot. This 
approach may more generally be employed to obtain three 
dimensional images using a membrane Such as any of the 
elastic or inelastic membranes described hereinas an exterior 
enclosure for a target Surface. Thus in one embodiment there 
is disclosed hereina Sock (or other enclosing membrane) with 
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a luminescent exterior Surface, which may be used for cap 
turing three-dimensional images of an object inserted into the 
Sock. 
0057 Optical properties of the luminescent layer 322 may 
be controlled by the introduction of suitable additives. The 
luminescent layer 322 may include a fluorescent dye or other 
radiant Substance that responds to illumination from the exci 
tation source 102. One suitable fluorescent substance may 
include coumarin-153, which is a powder that can dissolve 
and/or spread very well in certain plastics, has suitable fluo 
rescent properties, and appears to be non-toxic. In another 
aspect, the luminescent layer 322 may contain a chemilumi 
nescent or electroluminescent material that serves as a direct 
Source of light. Suitable chemiluminescent materials may 
include a solution with hydrogen peroxide in the presence of 
a catalyst (e.g., iron or copper), cyalume in a solution with 
hydrogen peroxide in the presence of a catalyst (e.g., sodium 
salicylate), and so on. It will be appreciated that a variety of 
liquid-phase and gas-phase chemiluminescent compositions 
of matter may be employed. Suitable electroluminescent 
materials may, for example include powder Zinc sulfide 
doped with copper or silver, thin film zinc sulfide doped with 
manganese, and so on. More generally, a variety of chemilu 
minescent and electroluminescent materials are known and 
may be adapted to use as aluminescent layer322 as described 
herein. Thus, the luminescent layer322 may include a chemi 
luminescent layer, an electroluminescent layer, a fluorescent 
layer, or some combination of these. 
0058. In alternate embodiments, the luminescent layer 
322 may include an optical waveguide on the target Surface 
110 or within the object 108. It will be understood that a 
variety of geometries, mode structures, and materials for the 
optical waveguide are possible and may be adapted to use 
with the systems described herein. 
0059. The excitation source 102 may provide one or more 
wavelengths of light to excite a fluorescent dye or the like 
within the luminescent layer 322. In other embodiments, the 
excitation source 102 may be entirely omitted, or may be 
alternatively realized as a chemical, electrical, or other source 
of energy that produces illumination from the luminescent 
layer 322. In embodiments, the excitation source 102 may 
include an electrical power Source that directly powers a 
waveguide in the object 108. In other embodiments, the exci 
tation source 102 may include an electrical field, chemical 
precursor, or other means for illuminating the luminescent 
layer 322. 
0060 Thus it will be appreciated that the luminescent 
layer 322 may be formed of a variety of different carriers and 
additives. In embodiments, the luminescent layer 322 may 
contain any suitable luminescent pigment, such as a fluores 
cent dye in a liquid carrier that can be sprayed or painted onto 
the object 108, or a film or membrane that is coated or impreg 
nated with a fluorescent material. For in vivo imaging, the 
luminescent layer 322 may be formed of biocompatible sub 
stances. In embodiments, the luminescent layer 322 may 
include biocompatible fluorescent metal oxide nanoparticles 
(and coatings containing same), thin film flexible electrolu 
minescent sources, or nanoparticles with a Surface coating of 
chemiluminescent molecules. 

0061. In embodiments with a luminescent layer 322, suit 
able intensity measurements may be obtained for thickness 
calculations based upon relative attenuation of different 
wavelengths without the need for a fluorescent or otherwise 
luminescent medium 106. In order to achieve desired attenu 



US 2010/0022893 A1 

ation properties, the medium 106 may include a carrier 
formed of a transparent fluid in which gold nanoparticles or 
nanorods are uniformly distributed. Gold nanoparticles or 
nanorods have an absorption profile that can be tuned based 
on the size and shape of the nanoparticles or nanorods them 
selves. In embodiments, the gold nanoparticles or nanorods 
can be tuned to absorb more optical energy within a prede 
termined band of visible light wavelengths than at other 
wavelengths. The gold nanoparticles or nanorods may have a 
concentration within the carrier such that the medium 106 is 
transparent (i.e., maintains substantially Zero attenuation) 
outside of the predetermined band. 
0062. It will be appreciated that disclosed herein are vari 
ous means for performing the functions associated with the 
use of the luminescent layer 322. An applying means for 
applying the luminescent layer 322 to the target surface 110 
may include, for example, a paintbrush, a sprayer, an atom 
izer, or a bath of material for the luminescent layer 322 into 
which the target surface 110 may be dipped. A distributing 
means may include a Supply of the medium as well as any 
structures for retaining the medium in a desired area around 
the object such as a container with side wall for a liquid, or a 
gas-tight chamber for retaining the medium in a gaseous 
form. Sensor means may include any of the sensors described 
herein. A processing means may include any of the comput 
ing devices or other processing hardware described herein. 
0063 FIG. 4 shows a three-dimensional imaging system 
using a passive optical layer applied to an object. In general, 
the system 400 is as previously described with differences as 
noted below. A passive layer 422 may be applied to the target 
surface 110 of the object 108 in order to impart the object 108 
with known optical properties that can be used in combination 
with an attenuating medium 106 to determine thickness based 
upon measurements of intensity at various wavelengths. 
0064. The medium 106 may be any one or more of the 
attenuating media described above that provide different 
attenuation coefficients for at least two different wavelengths. 
The excitation source 102 may be a broadband light source 
that provides illumination of the object 108 over a range of 
wavelengths (or ranges of wavelengths) that includes the at 
least two different wavelengths used for thickness calcula 
tions. 
0065. In general, the passive layer 422 may be constructed 
using any of the techniques described above for aluminescent 
layer 322. This includes spraying, painting, or otherwise 
applying the passive layer 422 to the object 108, or fabricating 
the object 108 with an exterior surface having the desired 
properties. In general, the passive layer 422 imparts a known 
optical pattern onto the object 108 so that the object 108 has 
a predetermined color over a region of interest. The predeter 
mined color may be a uniform color that is unknown, a uni 
form color that is a known (e.g., a specific color), or a known 
color distribution. 
0066. In operation, the object 108 may be illuminated by 
the excitation source 102, and an intensity at the at least two 
wavelengths may be measured by the sensor 112. By using a 
broadband light source and a known color distribution on the 
object 108, the ratio of reflected intensities can be assumed to 
be constant across the target Surface 110. Thus any variation 
in the ratio of measured intensities can be correlated to a 
thickness of the attenuating medium 106 and a thickness can 
be calculated. Using a ratio may also reduce the effects on 
thickness calculations of any spatial non-uniformity in the 
illumination source or in the reflectivity of the passive layer. 
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0067. In one aspect, the passive layer 422 may have a color 
that varies. This may be useful, for example, where the target 
surface 110 is expected to exhibit significant variability in 
height (with corresponding variability in thickness of the 
medium 106). In general, the sensitivity of measured inten 
sities of light at the sensor 112 to the thickness of the medium 
106 may depend on a number of factors including a color 
selected for the passive layer 422. Where a surface is expected 
to be nearly planar, high sensitivity may be preferred in order 
to achieve greater resolution in thickness measurements. 
However, where a surface is expected to be highly non-planar, 
lower sensitivity may be required in order to avoid Saturation 
of the sensor 112, or more generally to provide an adequate 
depth of field to capture depth. Where some information is 
available a priori concerning the shape of the object 108 being 
measured, this information can be used to Scale measurement 
resolution accordingly with a Suitable, corresponding selec 
tion of color on the target surface 110. 
0068. The passive layer 422 may also or instead have other 
properties selected to assist in capturing accurate thickness 
measurements. For example, a matte finish may provide more 
consistent reflective properties for the target surface 110 
across a range of illumination conditions. Similarly, a dark 
color finish may absorb certain wavelengths of incident light 
that would otherwise interfere with sensor measurements. 

0069. In one aspect, a system described herein for captur 
ing thickness measurements from a target Surface with a 
known color distribution may include a distributing means, 
which may be the supply 122 or any of the other means 
described above for distributing a medium between a target 
Surface and a sensor or retaining the medium in this distribu 
tion. The system may include an illuminating means which 
may be any of the light sources or other excitation sources 
described above. The system may include a sensor means 
which may include any of the sensors described above suit 
able for capturing wavelength intensity data corresponding to 
the illumination provided by the illumination means. Finally, 
the system may include a processing means which may 
include any processor or computing device described herein 
programmed to calculate thickness based on wavelength 
intensity measurements and, where appropriate, to further 
reconstruct a three-dimensional image from the resulting 
thickness(es). 
0070. In one aspect, the systems described above advan 
tageously permit three-dimensional imaging using a single 
camera Such as a conventional color camera. By physically 
arranging a medium, illumination sources, and/or Surface 
treatment of an object according to the various embodiments 
described above, thickness measurements can be obtained 
with a single camera and geometrically converted into a 
three-dimensional image of a target Surface. Thus, in one 
aspect a three-dimensional imaging device disclosed herein 
includes a camera and a processor. The camera, which may be 
a conventional color camera, may include a lens and one or 
more sensors capable of capturing a two-dimensional color 
image of a field of view including an intensity at a first 
wavelength and a second wavelength, which may be any of 
the wavelengths or bands of wavelengths described above. 
The intensity at each pixel location in the two-dimensional 
image corresponds to a direction from the lens into the field of 
view so that suitable directionality for the measurement can 
be inferred and employed in a three-dimensional reconstruc 
tion. The processor, which may be the computer or any other 
processing devices described above, may then calculate a 
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thickness of a medium in the direction corresponding to each 
one of the plurality of pixel locations as a function of the 
intensity of the first wavelength and the intensity of the sec 
ond wavelength at that one of the plurality of pixel locations, 
thereby providing a plurality of thickness measurements. 
From this plurality of thickness measurements and related 
information Such as the directionality associated with each 
pixel and any a priori information about the geometric bound 
aries of the medium, the processor may calculate a three 
dimensional image of an object within the field of view. 
0071. It should be appreciated that the presently disclosed 
use of a single camera in obtaining a three-dimensional image 
can be applied in the context of conventional ERLIF tech 
nique as well. 
0072 For sensors 112, the camera may include a comple 
mentary metal oxide semiconductor (CMOS) chip camera 
with one or more CMOS sensors in a solid state device, or the 
camera may include an array of charge-coupled devices in a 
Solid state device. The camera may include any number of 
filters to selectively capture the intensity of the first and sec 
ond wavelengths at each one of the plurality of pixel loca 
tions. The filters may include a filter mask disposed on the 
imaging device (i.e., integrated into the camera chip or other 
Solid state imaging device). For example, the camera may 
include a plurality offilters for selectively capturing an inten 
sity of different wavelengths at different ones of the plurality 
of pixel locations, such as a conventional RGB or CMY filter 
mask, or a plurality of filters to selectively capture specific 
wavelengths used in thickness calculations. The filters may 
also or instead include external filter devices or systems, and 
may include active filters that permit adjustments to filter 
properties during operation or fixed filters such as dichroic 
mirrors or the like manually positioned in front of a camera 
lens. 
0073. The camera may capture RGB (red, green, blue) or 
CMY (cyan, magenta, yellow) color images as typically 
found in commercially-available hardware, or any other use 
ful narrow or broad ranges of wavelengths. In one embodi 
ment where the medium is a gas, the camera may be immersed 
in the gas along with the target Surface and the thickness 
measurement may be an entire distance from the camera lens 
to a location on the Surface of the object. A light Source or 
other excitation Source may also be included, all as generally 
described above, and the light source may include any filter or 
combination of filters suitable for a particular medium. Such 
filters may be useful, for example, to selectively pass one or 
more wavelengths to excite a fluorescent material, or to 
attenuate light in wavelengths where fluorescent light is emit 
ted so as to avoid interference with fluorescent emissions 
from the target Surface or the intervening medium. 
0074. In another aspect, useful mediums are disclosed for 
use with the imaging systems described above. In general, 
these mediums include any combination of carriers and other 
Substances (for attenuation or for fluorescence) devised spe 
cifically for use with the systems above and not otherwise 
commercially available or described in the art. 
0075 For example, in one aspect, a composition of matter 
described herein includes a carrier formed of a transparent 
fluid medium and a plurality of gold nanoparticles uniformly 
distributed within the carrier. The gold nanoparticles may be 
advantageously tuned to absorb optical energy within a pre 
determined band of visible light wavelengths in order to 
facilitate thickness measurements and three-dimensional 
imaging as described herein. 
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0076. The plurality of gold nanoparticles may be tuned 
using a shape of the plurality of gold nanoparticles and/or the 
plurality of gold nanoparticles may be tuned using a size of 
the plurality of gold nanoparticles. The plurality of gold nano 
particles may have a concentration within the carrier Such that 
the composition has Zero attenuation outside the predeter 
mined band. The predetermined band may be between 450 
nanometers and 550 nanometers. The carrier may be one or 
more of an oil, a gel, a gas, and a liquid, any of which might 
usefully be selected according to the Subject matter being 
imaged and the imaging technique being employed. In one 
aspect, the carrier may include a silicon oil. In another aspect 
where the Subject matter can be cast, or a gel might otherwise 
serve as a useful medium, the carrier may include a glycerol, 
or more generally any gelatin, glycerol, and various solutions 
or other formulations or preparations of same, or any other 
Substance or combination of Substances with similar proper 
ties. In other embodiments, the carrier may be curable. The 
carrier may include a polymer, blend of polymers, or any 
other curable Substances that can be conformed to a target 
Surface and then cured using, e.g., chemical curing, heat 
curing, light curing, time curing, and so forth. The carrier may 
also be biocompatible so that it can be safely used for in vivo 
imaging of subject matter Such as human dentition or a human 
ear canal. 

0077. In another aspect, the medium may include a carrier 
formed of a transparent fluid medium and a dye that is uni 
formly distributed within the carrier. The dye may consist of 
a single fluorescent dye having an absorption spectrum over 
which the dye absorbs light and an emission spectrum at 
which the dye fluoresces, wherein the absorption spectrum 
and the emission spectrum have at least one overlapping 
non-Zero region. This single-dye formulation improves upon 
carriers used in, e.g., conventional ERLIF by reducing to one 
the number of fluorescent dyes required in the medium. By 
adapting the imaging hardware and developing a suitable 
mathematical approach, the applicants have devised a tech 
nique for capturing images with a medium that contains a 
single fluorescent dye. Thus it should be appreciated that in 
this context any reference to a single dye, single fluorescent 
dye, single fluorescent Substance, or the like is intended to 
refer to exactly one fluorescent Substance, that is, one and 
only one fluorescent Substance and no more than one fluores 
cent Substance, which marks a significant departure from and 
improvement upon previous ERLIF imaging techniques. 
0078. The carrier may be one or more of an oil, a gel, a gas, 
and a liquid. For example, the carrier may include a silicon oil 
or a glycerol. The dye may be fluorescein sodium. The carrier 
may be curable, as generally discussed above, and the carrier 
may be biocompatible. In one embodiment, the dye may be 
encapsulated in silica nanoparticles. The composition may 
have an absorption spectrum including a peak within a visible 
light, which may be a local maximum or an absolute maxi 
mum. The composition may similarly have an emission spec 
trum including a peak within a visible light range. 
007.9 FIG. 5 is a flow chart of a method for three-dimen 
sional imaging using a luminescent layer applied to a target 
Surface of an object. 
0080. The method 500 may begin with applying a lumi 
nescent layer to a target surface as shown in step 502. The 
luminescent layer, which may be a fluorescent layer, a chemi 
luminescent layer, an electroluminescent layer, and so forth, 
may be applied using any of the techniques described above 
including spraying, painting, dip-coating and so forth, or by 
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fabricating the object from a fluorescent material. For 
example, this may include applying a fluorescent layer to the 
target Surface as a fluorescent pigment in a liquid carrier. The 
luminescent layer may emit light at a first wavelength and a 
second wavelength, Such as in response to any of the excita 
tion sources or other stimuli described above. In other 
embodiments, the luminescent layer may emit light at a first 
wavelength, such as due to fluorescence, and reflect light at a 
second wavelength, where the first wavelength and the sec 
ondwavelength are used to obtain thickness measurements of 
a Surrounding medium. 
I0081. As shown in step 504, the method 500 may include 
distributing a medium Such as any of the media described 
above between the luminescent layer and a sensor. It will be 
appreciated that this may include a variety of techniques for 
interposing a medium between the object and the sensor, Such 
as pouring the medium in liquid form into a container with the 
object, immersing the object in the medium, or Supplying a 
gas into a chamber with the object. In another aspect, this may 
include inflating a balloon, bladder, or other inflatable mem 
brane with a gas that contains a fluorescent dye, and then 
inserting the sensor into the inflatable membrane. In another 
aspect, this may include inserting an object into a sock or 
other enclosure before distributing the medium as described 
above. 

0082 In some embodiments a balloon or the like contain 
ing the medium may be pushed against, placed upon, or 
otherwise brought into contact with an object so that it con 
forms to a target surface. The interior of a balloon in this 
posture may be used to obtain a three-dimensional impression 
of the target Surface against the balloon using any of the 
techniques described herein. Thus it will be appreciated that 
techniques described hereinformeasurement of interior cavi 
ties may also or instead be adapted to measurements of any 
Surface. In one aspect, a device deploying the inflatable mem 
brane may be specifically adapted to this purpose. Such as by 
inflating a membrane within a cone (which may also form a 
sealed interior along with the membrane) or at the end of a 
supporting handle that facilitates placement of the inflatable 
membrane against an object. 
I0083. As shown in step 506, the method 500 may include 
exciting the luminescent layer so that it provides some com 
bination of reflected light and/or radiant light. As discussed 
above, this may include one or more wavelengths of light 
from an excitation source that are reflected off the target 
Surface and/or one or more wavelengths of light radiating 
from the luminescent layer due to fluorescence, electrolumi 
nescence, chemiluminescence, or any other Suitable mecha 
nism so that the luminescent layer emits light as described in 
step 502. The luminescent layer may include a fluorescent 
layer that emits light at the first wavelength and the second 
wavelength in response to an excitation light source, so that 
exciting the luminescent layer as described herein includes 
exciting the fluorescent layer with the excitation light Source 
to provide a fluorescent emission from the fluorescent layer. 
The luminescent layer may be excited with an excitation 
Source Such as a broadband light Source or any other light 
Source that provides light at one or more wavelengths other 
than the first wavelength and the second wavelength. The 
excitation light source may also or instead include one or 
more lasers, one or more light emitting diodes, an incandes 
cent lamp, and so forth. In another aspect, a waveguide may 
be built into the object or target surface and serve directly as 
the luminescent layer. 
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I0084. As shown in step 508, the method 500 may include 
measuring an intensity of the first wavelength and an intensity 
of the second wavelength in a direction of a location on the 
target Surface with the sensor, which may for example be any 
of the sensors described above. 

I0085. As shown in step 510, the method 500 may include 
determining a thickness of the medium in the direction of the 
location based upon a function of the intensity of the first 
wavelength and the intensity of the second wavelength. It will 
be understood that the actual relationship between wave 
length intensities and thickness may depend on a variety of 
factors such as the nature of the luminescent layer, the coef 
ficient of attenuation of various wavelengths by the medium, 
an intensity of the excitation source, and so forth. Where the 
sensor provides measurements from a plurality of pixel loca 
tions (corresponding to a plurality of locations on the target 
Surface), a two-dimensional array of Such intensity measure 
ments may be used to obtain a two-dimensional array of 
thickness calculations. 
I0086 A more detailed analytical development of calculat 
ing or determining thickness using a fluorescent surface is 
now provided. The fluorescence characteristics of a target 
Surface and the characteristics of the absorbing medium may 
be chosen so that a part of the fluorescence spectrum is 
absorbed more than other parts of the fluorescence spectrum. 
For example, where two intensity bands (also referred to 
herein simply as intensities) centered on wavelengths w and 
w are measured, the medium's absorptivity coefficients e. 
and ea should be different. Where aband centered aroundw 
is the preferentially absorbed band, then ede. The nor 
malized measured intensities of both wavelength bands trav 
eling from the fluorescent Surface to an image sensor located 
a distanced within the medium (ord through the medium for 
a sensor outside the medium) and away from the Surface may 
be described by the following equations: 

I(d) = la (d) &A1C Eq. 1 
lala-0 

Ig(d) = A = e-26 Eq. 2 
2x=0 

I0087. The intensity of the bands at the fluorescent surface, 
Io and I2. o. is dependent purely on the fluorescence 
properties of the Surface and the spectrum and intensity of the 
excitation illumination. Though variations in excitation 
intensity may change the intensity of the fluorescence at the 
surface, any change in the ratio of Ilo and 1,2-o will be 
negligible. Therefore, one can take the ratio of the normalized 
intensities from Eq. 1 and Eq. 2 above and obtain an 
expression that is solely dependent on depth and the concen 
tration and absorption coefficients of the medium: 

... 3 
IRatio (d) = lu (d) I(&a2-8A1)Cd Eq. 3 

I2(d) 

I0088 Conspicuously, the intensity ratio decreases expo 
nentially as the distance through the medium increases. This 
relationship permits a calculation of thickness through the 
medium. It will be appreciated that in practice, actual mea 
Surements may be obtained and fit to this relationship using 
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any suitable techniques in order to provide calibrated thick 
ness measurements from a working system. 
I0089. As shown in step 512, the method 500 may include 
reconstructing a three-dimensional image of the target Sur 
face. This may include, for example constructing a three 
dimensional image of the region of interest with a plurality of 
measurements from the sensor using any of a variety of geo 
metric constraints along with thicknesses of the medium as 
calculated from intensity measurements. The geometric con 
straints may for example include any spatial information 
about boundaries of the medium, Such as at least one known 
surface of the medium that can be combined with one or more 
thickness measurements (and a direction for same) to derive 
a Surface point on the target Surface. It will be appreciated that 
the at least one known Surface may be any of a variety of 
surfaces in the various embodiments discussed herein where 
spatial information about the Surface (or more specifically, 
the Surface-medium boundary) is known. Thus for example, a 
known Surface may be an exposed top Surface of a tank that 
contains the medium in a liquid form, or an interior side 
Surface or bottom surface of a transparent container of the 
medium. The known Surface may also or instead include a 
camera lens or other optical element that separates sensors 
from a gaseous medium. More generally, any spatial bound 
ary of the medium that is known or can be measured may 
serve as the at least one known Surface used in three-dimen 
sional reconstruction as described in the various methods and 
systems herein. In addition, any number of three-dimensional 
images may be combined through registration or the like to 
form a composite three-dimensional image of Some or all of 
the target Surface. 
0090. It will be understood that numerous variations to the 
above method 500 are possible, including variations adapted 
to particular imaging techniques. For example, where a gas is 
used as a medium, the method 500 may include providing a 
transparent barrier between the target Surface and the sensor 
to retain the gas against the target Surface. For example, the 
object may be placed in a transparent, gas-tight chamber and 
filled with a fluorescent gas. By using thickness measure 
ments taken from outside of the chamber, along with infor 
mation about the interior dimensions of the chamber, a three 
dimensional reconstruction of a target Surface on the object 
may be obtained as generally described above. In another 
aspect, the method 500 may include immersing the target 
Surface in a liquid and positioning the sensor above a top 
Surface of the liquid for capturing light intensity measure 
ments. In Such embodiments, the position of the top Surface of 
the liquid may be readily determined and used as a basis for 
converting thickness measurements into a three-dimensional 
reconstruction. 
0091 More generally, it will be appreciated that the 
method 500 described above is set forth by way of example 
and not of limitation. Numerous variations, additions, omis 
sions, and other modifications will be apparent to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, and all Such modifications are 
intended to fall within the scope of this disclosure. In addi 
tion, the order or presentation of these steps in the description 
and drawings is not intended to require this order of perform 
ing the recited steps unless a particular order is expressly 
required or otherwise clear from the context. 
0092. Thus for example, a luminescent layer may be 
applied to a target before or after a medium is distributed 
between the target and a sensor, depending upon the manner 
in which this layer is applied. As another example, the 
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medium may be distributed between a target and sensor, or the 
target may be immersed in a tank of the medium in liquid 
form, which achieves the same purpose of placing the 
medium against the Surface for purposes of accurate thick 
ness measurements. As another example, this may include 
inserting a camera into a container of liquid with the target, in 
which case a thickness measurement may begin at the camera 
lens. As another example, this may include providing other 
boundary information for the medium, Such as a liquid Sur 
face location, a transparent barrier location through which the 
medium may be measured, and so forth. As another example, 
exciting the luminescent layer may include activating a lumi 
nescent layer on the Surface through fluorescence, phospho 
rescence, electroluminescence, chemiluminescence, and so 
forth. 
0093 FIG. 6 is a flow chart of a method for three-dimen 
sional imaging using a single fluorescent dye. 
0094. As shown in step 602, the method 600 may include 
distributing a medium between a target Surface and a sensor, 
the medium including a single fluorescent Substance having a 
fluorescence emission spectrum that overlaps in wavelength 
with a non-Zero absorption spectrum of the medium. The 
medium may, for example, have Zero absorption at the second 
wavelength. The single fluorescent Substance may be fluores 
cein Sodium, which has emission and absorption spectra as 
illustrated above. Using this or a similar fluorescent sub 
stance, the first wavelength may be about 510 nanometers and 
the second wavelength may be about 540 nanometers. In 
another embodiment, the single fluorescent Substance may 
include quantum dots or other Scintillants that radiate in 
response to incident electromagnetic radiation. In various 
embodiments, the medium may include a liquid, a gas, a solid, 
and/or a gel, with Suitable adaptations to the associated hard 
ware. For example, where the medium is a gas, the method 
600 may include providing a transparent barrier or other 
enclosure as described above. Where the medium is a liquid, 
the method 600 may include immersing the target surface in 
the liquid and positioning the sensor above the liquid. 
(0095. As shown in step 604, the method 600 may include 
exciting the single fluorescent Substance to provide a fluores 
cent emission, such as by directing a broadband light source 
or a light emitting diode(s) toward the fluorescent dye and/or 
in the direction of the target surface. 
0096. As shown in step 606, the method 600 may include 
measuring the fluorescent emission with the sensor in a direc 
tion of a location on the target Surface, including measuring 
an intensity at a first wavelength and an intensity at a second 
wavelength, wherein the medium has a different coefficient of 
attenuation for the first wavelength and the second wave 
length. Where a conventional camera or other sensor device 
having a two-dimensional pixel array is employed, measuring 
the fluorescent emission may include measuring the intensity 
of the first wavelength and the intensity of the second wave 
length from a plurality of locations on the target Surface at a 
corresponding plurality of pixel locations within the sensor, 
thereby providing a two-dimensional array of thickness mea 
SurementS. 

(0097. As shown in step 608, the method 600 may include 
determining a thickness of the medium in the direction of the 
location based upon a function of the intensity of the first 
wavelength and the intensity of the second wavelength. This 
may include, for example, calculating a ratio of the intensity 
of the first wavelength to the intensity of the second wave 
length. 
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0098. For the case where three-dimensional imaging is 
performed using a medium containing a fluorescent Sub 
stance whose absorption and emission spectra overlap, thick 
ness can be measured by taking the intensity ratio of two 
fluorescent bands centered around wavelengths w and W. So 
long as the medium self-reabsorbs one of the fluorescent 
bands preferentially over the other. Supposing that only the 
band centered around w undergoes self-reabsorption, then 
e is some finite positive value and es0. 
0099. At any point a distance X from the sensor (or a 
distanceX into the medium), the excitation illumination inten 
sity I(X) is given by: 

I(x)=Ilesex Eq. 4 

where II (O) is the excitation intensity at the sensor location 
and e is the absorption coefficient of the medium at the 
excitation wavelength W. 
0100. The fluorescent emissions contributed by a differ 
ential element within the medium in the two bands centered 
around wavelengths w and W are given by: 

dI-I.(x)e, Cpm dx Eq. 5 

where d is the medium's quantum efficiency, or ratio of the 
energy emitted to the energy absorbed, and m and mare the 
relative emissions of the medium at the two wavelengths w 
and w. If ea() and es0, the first wavelength band will 
undergo absorption while the second band will not. Where the 
excitation illumination intensity is much greater than any 
fluorescent emission, any intensity increase in both the reab 
sorbed and the non-reabsorbed wavelength bands can be 
neglected. Consequently, the differential fluorescence inten 
sity equations including the reabsorption of the W band can 
be written as: 

dI=Lee*e, Cpnel dx Eq. 7 

dI-Lee*e, Cpm dx Eq. 8 

0101 To calculate the fluorescent intensities a distanced 
from the sensor (or through the medium in a particular direc 
tion from the sensor, these equations may be integrated from 
X=0 to X=d: 

ledn, 1 - eae all Eq. 9 I, (d) = ** &e 8A1 

If2(d) = 1...dm, 1 - eite Eq. 10 

0102 The ratio of the two fluorescence measurements 
may be taken to obtain a relationship between depth and the 
measured wavelengths: 

If (d) ean (1 - eel' Eq. 11 IRatio (d) = ... - 
Ratio (d) lf2(d) m21 - eae (eae + ea) 

0103) This relationship permits a calculation of thickness 
through the medium. It will be appreciated that in practice, 
actual measurements may be obtained and fit to this relation 
ship using any Suitable techniques in order to provide cali 
brated thickness measurements from a working system. 
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0104. As shown in step 610, the method 600 may include 
constructing a three-dimensional image of a region of interest 
with a plurality of measurements from the sensor using any of 
a variety of geometric constraints such as known boundaries 
of the medium or a containertherefore along with thicknesses 
of the medium as calculated from intensity measurements. In 
addition, a number of such three-dimensional images may be 
combined through registration or the like to form a three 
dimensional image of Some or all of the target Surface. 
0105. It will be appreciated that the method 600 described 
above is set forth by way of example and not of limitation. 
Numerous variations, additions, omissions, and other modi 
fications will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art. In 
addition, the order or presentation of these steps in the 
description and drawings is not intended to require this order 
of performing the recited Steps unless a particular order is 
expressly required or otherwise clear from the context. Thus, 
for example, a fluorescent or other luminescent Surface may 
be excited before a medium is distributed between a target and 
a sensor, or a phosphorescent Substance may be readily Sub 
stituted for the fluorescent substance. All such modifications 
are intended to fall within the scope of this disclosure, which 
should be interpreted in a non-limiting sense. 
01.06 FIG. 7 is a flow chart of a method for three-dimen 
sional imaging based upon absorption. In this method 700, a 
predetermined color on the target Surface is used in combi 
nation with a broadband light source to obtain a reflection at 
two different wavelengths, one of which is attenuated more 
by an intervening medium than the other. A variety of prede 
termined colors may be used. For example, the color may be 
a specific color (e.g., blue), or the color may be unknown 
provided it is uniform over the target surface. In other 
embodiments, a known color distribution may be used. Such 
as to provide different measurement Scaling or gain. 
0107 As shown in step 702, the method 700 may begin 
with distributing a medium between a target Surface and a 
sensor, the target Surface having a predetermined color over a 
region of interest, which may be any area within a target 
surface of an object. The medium may be characterized by a 
first attenuation coefficient at a first wavelength and a second 
attenuation coefficient different from the first attenuation 
coefficientata second wavelength. The first attenuation coef 
ficient may be Zero, or more generally any value less than the 
second attenuation coefficient. 

0108. The sensor may be any of the sensors described 
above Suitable for capturing an intensity at the first wave 
length and the second wavelength. In one aspect, the sensor 
may be a CCD array or the like that measures the intensity of 
the first wavelength and the intensity of the second wave 
length from a plurality of locations within the region of inter 
est at a corresponding plurality of pixel locations within the 
sensor, thereby providing a two-dimensional array of thick 
neSS measurementS. 

0109. In one aspect, the medium may be any of the media 
described above, Such as a solid, a liquid, a gel, or a gas. The 
medium may include any Substance or combination of Sub 
stances that results in different coefficients of attenuation at 
the first and second wavelengths. Where the medium is a gas, 
the method 700 may include providing a transparent barrier 
between the target Surface and the sensor to retain the gas 
against the target Surface. Where the medium is a liquid, the 
method 700 may include immersing the target surface in the 
liquid and positioning the sensor above a top Surface of the 
liquid. 
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0110. As shown in step 704, the method 700 may include 
illuminating a location in the region of interest, Such as with 
a broadband light Source, a laser, one or more light emitting 
diodes, or more generally, any excitation Source capable of 
illuminating the location in a manner that permits a capture of 
reflected wavelengths at the sensor. In another aspect, illumi 
nating the location may include illuminating with one or more 
of a chemiluminescent Substance, an electroluminescent Sub 
stance, and an optical waveguide in the target Surface. Where 
the Source of illumination is disposed on the target Source or 
within the object, it will be appreciated that this source may 
itself impart the predetermined color upon which thickness 
calculations are based. 

0111. As shown in step 706, the method 700 may include 
measuring an intensity of the first wavelength and an intensity 
of the second wavelength in a direction of the location with 
the sensor. The method 700 may include filtering one or more 
wavelengths of light between the medium and the sensor, 
such as by using any of the sensor filters described above. The 
method 700 may also or instead include attenuating light at 
one or more other wavelengths for any of a variety of purposes 
Such as filtering or shaping a broadband light source, or 
attenuating within the medium in order to permit additional 
measurements at other wavelengths that may be used to 
improve overall accuracy by providing additional thickness 
measurements at a pixel location. 
0112. As shown in step 708, the method 700 may include 
determining a thickness of the medium in the direction of the 
location based upon a function of the intensity of the first 
wavelength and the intensity of the second wavelength, Such 
as by calculating a ratio of the intensity of the first wavelength 
to the intensity of the second wavelength and using this rela 
tionship to determine thickness. A more detailed analytical 
development is now provided for thickness calculations in 
this context. 

0113. In an absorption-based method as described herein, 
two intensity bands centered on wavelengths w and W may 
be selected where a medium's absorptivity coefficients e. 
and e are different so that one band is preferentially 
absorbed over the other (or alternatively stated, a medium 
may be selected with differential absorptivity at desired 
wavelengths). The illumination source may contain the wave 
lengths w and W, and the properties of the Surface may be 
such that these two bands are easily reflected back towards the 
sensor. Provided the Surface has a known, uniform color, oran 
otherwise known color pattern, the ratio of intensities will 
vary predictably with thickness of the medium. 
0114. The geometry of the sensor and the illumination 
Source need to be considered when calculating three-dimen 
sional geometry in this context because the wavelengths are 
absorbed as soon as the illumination source rays begin trav 
eling through an absorbing medium. The simplest case 
involves a coaxial imaging optical train and illumination 
Source. Here, the absorption distance traveled is simply equal 
to twice the distance of the sensor to the surface (or the 
medium boundary to the target Surface), so that Eq. 3 above 
becomes: 

I (d) R Eq. 12 IRatio (d) = aid) - (s-sai C.2d) 
I(d) R2 
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0.115. Here, RandR are the reflectivities of the surface at 
wavelengths w and W, respectively. Because the intensity 
ratio decreases exponentially as the distance through a 
medium increases, this relationship permits a calculation of 
thickness through the medium. It will be appreciated that in 
practice, actual measurements may be obtained and fit to this 
relationship using any Suitable techniques in order to provide 
calibrated thickness measurements from a working system. 
0116. As shown in step 710, the method 700 may include 
reconstructing a three-dimensional image of the target Sur 
face. This may include, for example, constructing a three 
dimensional image of the region of interest with a two-dimen 
sional array of thickness measurements (such as from a two 
dimensional array of sensor measurements). This may further 
include constructing a three-dimensional image of the target 
Surface from a plurality of three-dimensional images of a 
plurality of regions of interest, such as by registering or oth 
erwise combining multiple three-dimensional images. 
0117. It will be appreciated that the method 700 described 
above is set forth by way of example and not of limitation. 
Numerous variations, additions, omissions, and other modi 
fications will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art. In 
addition, the order or presentation of these steps in the 
description and drawings is not intended to require this order 
of performing the recited Steps unless a particular order is 
expressly required or otherwise clear from the context. Thus, 
for example, a system may measure intensity through a 
medium at three or more different wavelengths in order to 
improve accuracy. As another example, the three-dimen 
sional reconstruction may include locating one or more 
boundary Surfaces of the medium using any number of fidu 
cials within an imaging chamber that holds the medium. As 
another example, the color or color pattern of the target Sur 
face may be predetermined by capturing a color image of the 
target Surface without an intervening medium that selectively 
absorbs particular wavelengths. This baseline image may 
provide the predetermined color pattern needed for subse 
quent thickness calculations once a selectively-absorping 
medium is introduced between the target Surface and a sensor. 
The color image may, for example, be captured from the same 
sensor(s) used to capture intensity data for thickness calcula 
tions, or from a separate color camera or the like. All Such 
modifications are intended to fall within the scope of this 
disclosure, which should be interpreted in a non-limiting 
SS. 

0118 FIG. 8 illustrates a computer-implemented method 
for three-dimensional imaging using the technique described 
above. The method 800 may be implemented, for example, as 
a computer program product embodied in a computer-read 
able medium that when executing on one or more computing 
devices performs the recited steps. 
0119. As shown in step 802, the method 800 may begin by 
characterizing a color over a region of interest on a target 
surface to provide a predetermined color for the region of 
interest. In order to perform thickness calculations as 
described in this embodiment, calculations exploit a known 
color of the target Surface (or more specifically, a known 
reflectance at two or more specific wavelengths, although 
these two somewhat different notions are treated as the same 
for the purposes of this description). Where the target surface 
has a known, uniform color, the predetermined color may be 
characterized in computer memory as one or more scalar 
values that describe the color for the entire target Surface (e.g., 
with a specific wavelength or RGB components of a mea 
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sured color), or that describe a reflectance to the surface at two 
or more wavelengths where measurements are taken. Where 
a variable pattern or the like is used, the predetermined color 
may be stored as an array that characterizes the spatial distri 
bution of the color pattern on the target Surface. 
0120. As shown in step 804, the method 800 may further 
include characterizing a first attenuation coefficient at a first 
wavelength and a second attenuation coefficient at a second 
wavelength of a medium distributed between the target sur 
face and a sensor. These values are used to evaluate the 
(expected) attenuation of light reflected from the target Sur 
face toward the sensor So that thickness can be calculated. In 
general, the attenuation coefficients may be assumed based 
upon the medium and any substances mixed in or otherwise 
distributed throughout the medium, or the attenuation coeffi 
cients may be measured using any suitable techniques, such 
as in a calibration process or the like. 
0121. As shown in step 806, measurements may be 
received from the sensor, which may be any of the photosen 
sors, pixel arrays, or other sensors described above that cap 
ture intensity in a direction of a location in the region of 
interest. The measurements of an intensity at the first wave 
length and an intensity at the second wavelength may be 
provided as signals to a processor (or memory associated with 
a processor) for use in Subsequent calculations. 
0122. As shown in step 808, the method 800 may include 
calculating a thickness of the medium in the direction of the 
location based upon a function of the intensity of the first 
wavelength and the intensity of the second wavelength. Suit 
able calculations are described above. 
0123. As shown in step 810, and as described more gen 
erally above, a three-dimensional reconstruction of the target 
Surface may be obtained. In this reconstruction process, 
thickness measurements may be converted into a three-di 
mensional image of the target Surface using, e.g., a combina 
tion of thickness measurements and associated directionality 
along with information about the geometry of the medium 
through which thickness measurements are captured. Indi 
vidual three-dimensional images may also be aggregated into 
a composite three-dimensional image using any suitable reg 
istration techniques. 
(0.124. It will be appreciated that the method 800 described 
above is set forth by way of example and not of limitation. 
Numerous variations, additions, omissions, and other modi 
fications will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art. In 
addition, the order or presentation of these steps in the 
description and drawings is not intended to require this order 
of performing the recited Steps unless a particular order is 
expressly required or otherwise clear from the context. Thus, 
for example, characterizing a color of a target Surface may 
include imaging the target Surface with spectroscopic hard 
ware that provides Sufficient information on Surface charac 
teristics (without an intervening attenuating medium) to per 
mit attenuation-based thickness measurements. In addition, 
the characterization of color, as well as attenuation coeffi 
cients, may be performed before, during, or after the capture 
of wavelength-specific intensity information. All Such modi 
fications are intended to fall within the scope of this disclo 
Sure, which should be interpreted in a non-limiting sense. 
0.125 FIG.9 shows a method for using a single camera to 
measure thickness. It will be appreciated that the method 900 
described with reference to FIG.9 may be embodied in a 
camera and processor coupled together and operating as 
described, or the method 900 may be embodied in a computer 
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program product including computer-executable code that 
when executing on one or more computing devices performs 
the recited steps. 
I0126. As shown in step 902, the method 900 may begin 
with receiving a color image from a camera. The camera may, 
for example be any commercially-available color camera that 
provides a two-dimensional image containing intensity mea 
Surements at, e.g., a red wavelength, a green wavelength, and 
a blue wavelength. The camera may instead be a commer 
cially-available color camera that provides a two-dimen 
sional image containing intensity measurements at a cyan 
wavelength, a magenta wavelength, and a yellow wavelength. 
It will be understood that each such intensity measurement 
may, as a practical matter, represent an intensity across a 
range of wavelengths detected by the corresponding sensors, 
which may be relatively broad or narrow band measurements 
about the respective red, green, and blue center frequencies 
according to the filters, sensor sensitivity, and otherhardware 
and processing characteristics of the camera. The two-dimen 
sional image may take any number of forms, such as three 
arrays of pixel values for each of the red, green, and blue 
images. 
I0127. As shown in step 904, the method 900 may include 
processing the color image to determine, for each one of a 
plurality of pixels of the camera, an intensity at a first wave 
length and an intensity at a second wavelength. Where the 
camera provides direct measurement at the wavelengths of 
interest, such as through a corresponding use of filters, these 
values may be used directly in subsequent thickness calcula 
tions. Where the camera instead provides RGB or CMY data, 
the wavelengths of interest may be inferred from the discrete 
color values contained in the image. 
I0128. As shown in step 906, the method 900 may include 
calculating a thickness of a medium in a direction from the 
camera corresponding to each one of the plurality of pixels 
based upon the intensity at the first wavelength and the inten 
sity at the second wavelength, along with a known coefficient 
of attenuation of the medium for each of the first wavelength 
and the second wavelength. More generally, any of the tech 
niques described above may be employed with a conventional 
color camera and Suitable corresponding processing to cap 
ture thickness measurements as described herein. 

I0129. As shown in step 908, the method 900 may include 
providing a three-dimensional reconstruction of a target Sur 
face, such as using any of the techniques described above. 
Step 908 may be performed by the same processor that pro 
vides thickness calculations, or the thickness data may be 
transferred to another process, processor, or machine that 
takes thickness data along with other geometric information 
(such as boundary information for a medium) and recon 
structs a three-dimensional image of a target Surface. In one 
embodiment, thickness calculations may be usefully inte 
grated into a single device that contains the camera and the 
processor, and that provides as an output an array of thickness 
calculations for use, e.g., in a desktop computer that performs 
Subsequent three-dimensional reconstruction. 
I0130. It will be appreciated that the method 900 described 
above is set forth by way of example and not of limitation. 
Numerous variations, additions, omissions, and other modi 
fications will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art. In 
addition, the order or presentation of these steps in the 
description and drawings is not intended to require this order 
of performing the recited Steps unless a particular order is 
expressly required or otherwise clear from the context. All 
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such modifications are intended to fall within the scope of this 
disclosure, which should be interpreted in a non-limiting 
SSC. 

0131. In another aspect, a system described herein may 
include an imaging means such as a camera or any similar 
sensor or collection of sensors as described above for captur 
ing a color image, along with a processing means including 
any of the processors or the like described herein that has been 
programmed to perform the data processing steps above. 
0132 FIG. 10 illustrates an adaptation of the techniques 
described herein to imaging of an interior space Such as a 
human ear canal. As shown in FIG. 10, a system 1000 may 
include an inflatable membrane 1002 formed about an inte 
rior space 1004 with an interior surface 1006 and an exterior 
surface 1008, a seal 1010 having a first port 1012 and a second 
port 1014, a supply 1016 of a medium 1018, a pump 1020, a 
light source 1022, a sensor 1024, and a computer 1025 with a 
processor 1026 and other hardware 1028. It will be under 
stood that, while the system 1000 may be used with any of the 
inventive imaging techniques described herein, the system 
1000 may also or instead be adapted for use in known film 
thickness measurement techniques such as ERLIF or any 
other similar technology. 
0133. In general operation, the supply 1016 delivers the 
medium 1018 into the interior space 1004 of the inflatable 
membrane 1002 under pressure so that the inflatable mem 
brane 1002 expands to fill an interior measurement volume 
(not shown). When the inflatable membrane 1002 is inflated 
so that it is in contact with and takes the shape of some portion 
of the interior measurement volume, the light source 1022 
may illuminate the interior surface 1006 of the inflatable 
membrane 1002, and the sensor 1024 may capture intensity 
measurements at two or more wavelengths using any of the 
techniques generally described above. The resulting mea 
surements may be received by the processor 1026 which may 
determine a thickness of the medium 1018 within the interior 
space 1004 at one or more locations on the interior surface 
1006 of the inflatable membrane 1002, and these thickness 
measurements may be further processed to obtain a three 
dimensional image of a portion of the interior surface 1006. 
0134. The inflatable membrane 1002 may be a balloon or 
the like formed about an interior space 1004. In general, the 
inflatable membrane 1002 may be an elastic membrane 
formed of any rubber, elastic, or other material that can be 
stretch to expand when filled with a pressurized gas or other 
material. In embodiments, the inflatable membrane 1002 may 
also, or instead, be any expandable membrane, elastic or 
inelastic, that can be pressurized or filled with material to 
increase an interior (and/or exterior) volume. Thus for 
example the inflatable membrane 1002 may be any of the 
membranes described above, or an inelastic membrane Such 
as an expandable membrane formed from a number of non 
porous, inelastic panels such as MYLAR films or the like. 
This approach permits the inflated shape of the inflatable 
membrane 1002 to be matched to an anticipated cavity shape 
or size. In another aspect, the inflatable membrane 1002 may 
have a substantially spherical or ovoid shape and be fabri 
cated of a material that permits the inflatable membrane 1002 
to stretch and expand to fill a cavity. It will be readily appre 
ciated that different sized balloons and other inflatable mem 
branes may be employed in different cavities. 
0135 The inflatable membrane 1002 may be non-porous 
or otherwise capable of retaining a pressurized gas or other 
material in an interior thereof so that it can be inflated within 
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an interior Volume and, under pressure, take the form of the 
interior volume. In one aspect, the inflatable membrane 1002 
may be sufficiently flexible and elastic to closely follow any 
contours of the interior volume as it inflates therein, and 
sufficiently thin that a measurement of the interior surface 
1006 can be used to accurately infer a shape of the exterior 
Surface 1008 when the inflatable membrane 1002 is inflated to 
contact the wall of such an interior volume. More generally, 
any membrane capable of retaining a material within its inte 
rior space and capable of expanding to fill an interior Volume 
in a manner that closely follows the surface contours thereof 
may be employed as the inflatable membrane 1002. 
0.136. It will be appreciated that many variations are pos 
sible, and that any surface of the inflatable membrane 1002 
may be used for imaging. For example, the inflatable mem 
brane 1002 may be fabricated from a transparent material, 
and the exterior surface 1008 may be coated with a fluores 
cent or luminescent layer. In such embodiments, a three 
dimensional reconstruction may account for the thickness of 
the inflatable membrane 1002 when reconstructing a target 
Surface. In another aspect, a Surface Such as the interior Sur 
face 1006 may have a predetermined color such as a known, 
uniform color or a predetermined color distribution to permit 
the use of certain imaging techniques described above. In 
another embodiment, the cavity that is to be imaged may itself 
have a known color, or have a fluorescent or luminescent 
coating applied thereto. Such a cavity may be imaged with an 
inflatable membrane 1002 that is transparent and contains one 
of the imaging media described above, with suitable adjust 
ments to account for the thickness of the inflatable membrane 
1002 between the medium and the surface of the cavity. 
0.137 A seal 1010 may be used to isolate the interior space 
1004 from an ambient environment such as air at atmospheric 
pressure. The seal 1010 may include any number of ports such 
as a first port 1012 and a second port 1014 for accessing the 
interior space 1004. In embodiments, the seal 1010 may 
include an o-ring or the like, allowing for omission of the 
sleeve 1015. In such embodiments, a tight fit between the 
o-ring and the optics, electronics and so forth that are inserted 
through it can retain the pressurized gas (or liquid medium, or 
the like) within the interior space 1004. 
0.138. The first port 1012 may, for example, be a fluid port 
having an open end within the interior space 1004 and may 
serve as a Supply port to deliver a medium Such as a gas or any 
of the other media described above into the interior space 
1004 underpressure so that the inflatable membrane 1002 can 
be inflated with a medium that is used to facilitate thickness 
measurements. The first port 1012 may include a valve 1013 
or the like to control delivery of the medium 1018 into the 
interior space 1004. 
0.139. The second port 1014 may serve as an access port 
for optics, light Sources, and the like that might be inserted 
into the interior space 1004 to capture data for thickness 
measurements. The second port 1014 may be coupled to a 
sleeve 1015 that physically contains such hardware as it is 
inserted into and removed from the interior space 1004. In one 
aspect, the sleeve 1015 may be an elastic or extendable sleeve 
that is coupled to the light source 1022 and/or sensor 1024 and 
permits the light source 1022 and/or sensor 1024 to move 
about within the interior space 1004 of the inflatable mem 
brane 1002 when inflated. In another aspect, the sleeve 1015 
may be a transparent, rigid shell or the like defining an access 
space 1017 within the inflatable membrane 1002 and physi 
cally isolated from the remainder of the interior space 1004 
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that is pressurized and medium-filled. In this manner an opti 
cal Supply such as a fiber optic bundle or the like, lenses, 
filters, or other optics, sensors, light sources, electronics (e.g., 
for operation of the sensors and/or light sources), wires or 
other electrical coupling for a power Supply, and so forth can 
be freely inserted into and removed from the interior space 
1004 (or more precisely, the access space 1017 within the 
interior space 1004) while preserving the seal 1010 on the 
inflatable membrane 1002 and retaining, e.g., a pressurized 
gas or the like. In another aspect, the sleeve 1015 (or a win 
dow, viewport, or the like within the sleeve 1015) may be 
index-matched to the medium so that it has substantially the 
same index of refraction as the medium. This may provide a 
substantially undistorted optical path into the medium-filled 
interior space 1004. 
0140. The supply 1016 may be any reservoir, tank, or other 
container that holds a supply of a medium 1018, which may 
be any of the media described above Such as a gas, liquid, gel. 
or the like. In general, the Supply 1016 may be any Supply 
capable of pressurized delivery of the medium 1018. In 
embodiments, the supply 1016 may include a pump 1020 or 
other device to deliver the medium 1018 through the first port 
1012 and into the interior space 1004 under pressure, or 
similarly to withdraw the medium 1018 from the interior 
space 1004. The pump 1020 may be any electro-mechanical 
device capable of pressurized delivery of the medium 1018 
including a rotary-type pump, a peristaltic pump, a recipro 
cating-type pump, a centrifugal pump, an eductor-jet pump, a 
hydraulic ram pump, and so forth. The supply 1016 may 
include a user control, which may be remotely activated by 
the computer 1025 or provided as a switch, knob, dial, or the 
like on the supply 1016 that electrically controls the pump 
1020. In embodiments, the supply 1016 may include a 
plunger, lever, knob or similar device for manual application 
of pressure to the medium 1018, or for other mechanical 
delivery (also under pressure) of the medium 1018, any of 
which may serve as the pump 1020 as that term is used herein. 
More generally, the supply 1016 may be coupled to the inte 
rior space 1004 in any manner that permits selective delivery 
of the medium 1018 into the interior space 1004. The pump 
1020 may, for example, deliver the medium 1018 with a 
controlled pressure, or may deliver a controlled volume of the 
medium 1018, or may operate according to any other suitable 
criteria. In another aspect, the Supply 1016 may be a pressur 
ized elastic container that contracts to deliver the medium 
1018. 

0141. The light source 1022 may include any of the light 
sources described above. In one aspect where the inflatable 
membrane 1002 is rendered luminescent, the light source 
1022 in the access space 1017 may be omitted. In one aspect, 
the light source 1022 may be shaped and sized for insertion 
into the access space 1017 (through the second port 1014) or 
otherwise positioned within the interior space 1004. In 
another aspect, the light source 1022 may be, e.g., a lumines 
cent layer distributed on the interior surface 1006 or directly 
on a target Surface of an interior cavity, or the light Source 
1022 may be positioned on the seal 1010 or in any other 
location to achieve illumination of a location on a target 
surface of the inflatable membrane 1002 suitable for the mea 
Surement techniques described herein. 
0142. The sensor 1024 may include any of the sensors 
described above. The sensor 1024 may be shaped and sized 
for insertion into the access space 1017 through the second 
port 1014, or otherwise inserted into the interior space 1004 
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of the inflatable membrane 1002. In one aspect, a fiberscope 
or boroscope may be used (either within the access space 
1017 or with the sleeve 1015 attached thereto), optionally 
with any Suitable lens such as a prism or mirrored surface with 
a conical, parabolic, angled, or other tip (which may also be 
index-matched to the medium 1018). It will be understood 
that in such embodiments, the sensor 1024 may have a field of 
view that captures measurements from a cylindrical cross 
section of the interior space. This may present a significantly 
different geometry and different directionality for intensity 
measurements as compared to a conventional camera and 
lens, and suitable adjustments to groups of spatial measure 
ments and any Subsequent three-dimensional reconstruction 
may be appropriate. 
0143. In some embodiments, a transparent index-matched 
tip of known dimensions can be added to a fiberscope in order 
to improve the optical path through the medium 1018. This 
may allow the use of higher-absorptivity media, thus increas 
ing the depth resolution of the system at larger distances from 
the tip. In other words, such a tip can shift the exponential 
curve that relates ratio to depth so that the relationship permits 
greater depth measurements. 
0144. The computer 1025 may include a processor 1026 
Such as any of the processors or other computing devices 
described above. The computer 1025 may also include other 
hardware 1028 such as input/output interfaces, memory, and 
so forth. The other hardware 1028 may in general include any 
hardware that operatively couples to the sensor 1024, the light 
source 1022, and the supply 1016. In one aspect, the other 
hardware 1028 may include an electronic imaging device 
Such as optical transducers or a pixel array with inputs 
coupled by fiber optics to the sensor 1024. In another aspect, 
the other hardware 1028 may include an illumination source 
coupled by fiber optics to the light source 1022. In another 
aspect, the sensor 1024 and/or light source 1022 may be 
electronic devices electronically coupled to the computer 
1025 with wires or the like. In another aspect, the light source 
1022 and sensor 1024 may be self-powered and wirelessly 
coupled to the computer 1025 for control and operation of 
same. The computer 1025 may also be coupled to the supply 
1016, and may control operation of the pump 1020 to deliver 
the medium 1018 to (and/or remove the medium 1018 from) 
the interior space 1004 of the inflatable membrane 1002. 
0145 The inflatable membrane 1002 may include a cap 
1030, which may be a soft, pliable cap formed of a soft foam 
or similar substance. The cap 1030 may protect an insertion 
site Such as a human ear canal during insertion of the inflat 
able membrane 1002, such as where the sleeve 1015 is formed 
of a hard material that might otherwise cause discomfort or 
physical damage. 
0146 It will be understood that the system 1000 may also 
include any of a variety of other status sensors, spatial sen 
sors, and so forth which may cooperate with the computer 
1025 to control operation of the system 1000 and monitor 
status thereof. 
0.147. In general, the system 1000 may be adapted to use 
with any of the imaging techniques described above. For 
example, where the imaging technique uses a fluorescent 
layer applied to a target Surface, the inflatable membrane 
1002 may be adapted so that the interior surface 1006, the 
exterior surface 1008, or the inflatable membrane 1002 
includes a fluorescent material (such as and without limita 
tion coumarin-153) or the like. Thus in one aspect there is 
disclosed herein an inflatable membrane that includes a fluo 
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rescent interior Surface, which membrane may be employed 
to capture three-dimensional images of an interior Volume in 
which the membrane is inflated. Similarly, a predetermined or 
known color may be employed on the interior Surface as 
generally described above (although additional refinements 
to the processing might be required where, for example, the 
color of the balloon changes as it expands), or the predeter 
mined color may be on or applied to a target Surface in a 
cavity. 
0148. The system 1000 for interior measurement may be 
more specifically adapted to a particular imaging context. For 
example, the inflatable membrane 1002 may be shaped and 
sized for insertion into (and inflation within) a human ear 
canal, or more specifically, may have a compressed (e.g., 
non-inflated) shape that is shaped and sized for insertion into 
a human ear so that the inflatable membrane 1002 may be 
inserted into the ear canal, inflated, and then used to capture a 
three-dimensional image of the ear canal. More generally, the 
system 1000 may be usefully employed to image biological 
cavities such as a bladder, stomach, ear canal, and so forth, or 
to image machine parts Such as piston chambers, tanks, and 
other containers. 

0149. In one aspect there is disclosed herein a system 
including an inflating means, an illuminating means, a sensor 
means, and a processor means. The inflating means may be 
the supply 1016 or any other means for inflating the inflatable 
membrane with a medium that absorbs a first wavelength of 
light more than a second wavelength of light. The illuminat 
ing means may include the light source 1022 described above 
or any other means described herein for illuminating or oth 
erwise exciting a surface of the inflatable membrane. The 
sensor means may include the sensor 1024 or any other means 
described herein for measuring an intensity of the first wave 
length and an intensity of the second wavelength at a location 
on the Surface when illuminated by the illuminating means. 
The processor means may include the processor or any other 
means described herein that is programmed to calculate a 
thickness of the medium in a direction of the location based 
upon a function of the intensity of the first wavelength and the 
intensity of the second wavelength. 
0150. In embodiments, the system 1000 may be adapted 
for the measurement of more general targets, not just for 
interior measurements or ear canals. In Such embodiments, 
the inflatable membrane 1002 may be moved into contact 
with a remote object So as to conform to a Surface of that 
object. Here, the inflatable membrane 1002 may contain or be 
inflated to contain the medium. For example, the inflatable 
membrane 1002 may include a floppy or otherwise highly 
deformable bag containing the medium. Such an inflatable 
membrane 1002 may conform to an object so that a three 
dimensional image can be obtained. This may for example be 
usefully employed for quality control or parts inspection, 
such as with turbine blades or other dimensional-sensitive 
parts. This approach permits three-dimensional measure 
ments without modifications of the target object, and without 
exposing the target object to the medium. A variety of other 
uses will be readily appreciated, and are intended to fall 
within the scope of the present disclosure. 
0151. In some embodiments, the system 1000 may be 
adapted so that the inflatable membrane 1002 includes more 
than one chamber. Each of these chambers may be operatively 
coupled to its own supply 1016, each of which contains a 
medium having properties that are adapted based upon the 
expected dimensions of the part of a canal into which the 
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inflatable membrane 1002 will ultimately be disposed. For 
example and without limitation, one may expect an external 
portion of an ear canal to be wider than an internal portion of 
the same earcanal. Therefore, inapplications involving an ear 
canal, a first chamber corresponding to an external part of the 
ear canal might be filled with less absorptive optical media 
thana second chamber corresponding to an internal part of the 
ear canal. Such an adaptation allows the same source illumi 
nation to travel greater distances through the first chamber 
(where the distances are expected to be longer) than through 
the second chamber (where the distances are expected to be 
shorter). In embodiments, optical characteristics of the media 
may be tuned with dye composition and/or dye concentration, 
as well as with different fluorescent coatings for each cham 
ber. The sleeve 1015 may pass into or through each of the 
chambers and preferably is index-matched to each of the 
media, or a separate sleeve may be provided for each cham 
ber. 

0152 FIG. 11 is a flow chart of a method for obtaining a 
three-dimensional image of an interior space. In general, the 
method 1100 may include positioning an inflatable mem 
brane such as any of the inflatable membranes described 
above within a cavity and inflating the membrane with a 
medium such as any of the media described above. With 
Suitable illumination sources and image capture hardware, 
thickness measurements may then be taken for use in a three 
dimensional reconstruction of interior walls of the cavity. The 
method 1100 may be implemented, for example, using the 
system described above. 
0153. As shown in step 1102, the method may begin with 
positioning an inflatable membrane in a cavity. It will be 
appreciated that this step may be adapted to an array of 
interior cavities. For example, where a biological cavity Such 
as a stomach or bladder is being imaged, the membrane may 
be compressed into a shape and size that can be inserted 
through a natural opening (Such as the throat) or through the 
bore of a Surgical tool Such as an endoscope or the like. Thus, 
the cavity may be a human ear canal, a stomach, a bladder, or 
any other biological cavity, or more generally, any of the 
cavities described above. It will be readily appreciated that 
the inflated and compressed sizes of the bladder and the 
desired resolution of a particular image may be considered in 
selecting a Suitable material for the membrane, which may 
range from elastic materials to very thin, flexible, inelastic 
films such as foils and various composites. For use in imaging 
a human ear canal, for example, the diameter of the insertion 
site is relatively large compared to the cavity being imaged, 
and a variety of elastic materials may be suitably employed. 
0154 It will also be understood that in various techniques 
that use a membrane, the material selected for the membrane 
may depend in part upon the types of Surfaces expected and 
the Surface accuracy desired for imaging. This in some appli 
cations, detail may be important and very thin, very elastic 
materials may be preferably employed in order to improve 
Surface detail. In other applications, high inflation pressure 
may be desired and Suitably strong materials may be pre 
ferred regardless of the fidelity with which detailed surface 
contours are captured. In general, a wide variety of Suitable 
membranes are known and may be adapted to different imag 
ing applications. All Such variations are intended to fall 
within the scope of this disclosure. 
(O155 As shown in step 1104, the method 1100 may 
include inflating the inflatable membrane with a medium that 
absorbs a first wavelength of light more than a second wave 
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length of light. This may be, for example, any of the media 
described above. Inflation may be, for example with a pump 
or other manual or automated delivery mechanism as gener 
ally discussed above. As the inflatable membrane inflates, it 
may take the form of the cavity in which it is expanding, and 
the medium within the membrane may facilitate thickness 
measurements that can be used to reconstruct a three-dimen 
sional image of the interior of the cavity. 
0156. As shown in step 1106, the method 1100 may 
include illuminating a surface of the inflatable membrane. 
This may include, for example, activating a light source Such 
as any of the light sources described above, or chemically or 
electrically activating a luminescent Substance within the 
inflatable membrane (or disposed on a surface thereof). It will 
be appreciated that in various embodiments described above, 
the illumination may be directed at another Surface. Such as 
the wall of a cavity that is being imaged (e.g., with a trans 
parent membrane and a fluorescent cavity wall). In Such 
embodiments, the surface of the inflatable membrane would 
also be illuminated regardless of the position of the illumina 
tion source, and all Such variations are intended to fall within 
the scope of “illuminating as that step is described here. 
(O157. As shown in step 1108, the method 1100 may 
include measuring an intensity of the first wavelength and an 
intensity of the second wavelength in a direction of a location 
on the surface when the surface is illuminated. This may 
include measuring wavelength intensities using any of the 
sensors described above including, for example, using a coni 
cal-tipped fiberscope or the like to transmit optical signals 
over optical fibers to an electronic imaging device outside the 
membrane. In one aspect, this may include capturing mea 
surements in a cylindrical field of view of a fiberscope. 
0158. As shown in step 1110, the method 1100 may 
include calculating a thickness of the medium in the direction 
of the location based upon a function of the intensity of the 
first wavelength and the intensity of the second wavelength 
using, e.g., any of the techniques described above according 
to the nature of the surface, the medium, and the like. Step 
1110 may be performed by any suitable processor or other 
computing device or combination of computing devices. 
0159. As shown in step 1112, the method 1100 may 
include reconstructing a three-dimensional image of the Sur 
face based upon the thickness measurements and available 
boundary information for the medium. So for example where 
a clear plastic tube or other transparent, rigid sleeve is used for 
sensors and the like, the thickness measurements may be 
projected from the physical interface of the sleeve with the 
medium. Step 1112 may be performed by any suitable pro 
cessor or other computing device or combination of devices. 
0160. In some embodiments, the method 1100 includes an 
iteration in which the inflatable membrane inflates to a first 
pressure and a calculation determines a first thickness of the 
medium, as described above. Then the inflatable membrane 
inflates again, this time to a second pressure, and a calculation 
determines a second thickness of the medium, again as 
described above. When the first measurement and the second 
measurement correspond to the same point of interest on an 
object, and when a plurality of Such measurements are made 
for a plurality of points of interest on the object, the method 
1100 can include a step of generating a compliance map that 
shows relative firmnesses of the object at the points of inter 
est, or the manner in which a cavity yields to pressure. For 
example, a point of interest that shows greater change in 
thickness (e.g., yields to greater pressure) between the first 
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measurement and the second measurement has more “give 
than a point of interest that shows less change in thickness 
between the measurements. Thus, step 1112 can include or 
consist of calculating the compliance map and the logical 
flow of the method 1100 can include a loop from step 1110 
back to step 1104 for any number of measurements under 
different pressurization. 
0.161 FIG. 12 shows a self-inflating bladder for use in 
interior measurements. In general, the self-inflating bladder 
1200 may include a membrane 1202 such as a collapsible 
membrane including many elements of the system 1000 
described above, with differences as noted below. 
0162 The membrane 1202 may be formed around an inte 
rior space 1004, and constructed of a material that returns to 
an original shape in an absence of external forces. For 
example, the membrane 1202 may be formed of a shape 
memory alloy, a visco-elastic Solid or foam, a photo-induced 
shape-memory polymer, a shape-memory rubber, or any 
other film, frame, lattice, composite exterior and/or interior 
structure or combination of structures that return to an origi 
nal shape. The membrane 1202 may be shaped and sized (in 
its expanded form) to be larger than a cavity that is to be 
imaged in one or more dimensions so that the membrane 
1202, when compressed into a compressed membrane, can be 
inserted into the cavity and then expand to contact the interior 
wall of the cavity. More generally in operation, the membrane 
1202 may be compressed with an application of force, and 
then released to expand to its original shape, Such as to fill a 
cavity for imaging. In one aspect, the membrane 1202 may be 
fabricated of a material that returns to an original shape under 
user-controlled conditions such as an application of heat, 
moisture, an electrical field and so forth. It will be understood 
that in such embodiments, the membrane 1202 will tend to 
return to an original shape in the absence of physical external 
forces along with an application of the appropriate form of 
activation. All such variations are intended to fall within the 
Scope of a membrane returning to an original shape in the 
absence of external forces as that phrase is used herein. 
0163. It should also be understood that the compressed 
membrane need not have a reduced volume in order to be 
“compressed as that term is used herein. For example, where 
a generally elastic membrane is filled with a viscous Sub 
stance, the membrane may be elongated with an application 
of force so that it has greater length and less thickness. In this 
compressed state, the membrane may be inserted into a nar 
row passage (such as an ear canal) and the membrane may 
then expand to abut the walls of the passage as it returns to its 
original, thicker shape. Thus while a variety of embodiments 
discussed herein involve displacement of a medium into and 
out of a membrane, in other embodiments a collapsible mem 
brane may be compressed by displacing the medium within 
the membrane without any overall change in volume of the 
membrane. In Such embodiments, the membrane may be 
advantageously fabricated in a sealed form without any fluid 
port or the like for manipulating the medium within the mem 
brane. 
0164. The interior space 1004 may be coupled to a supply 
1016 of a medium 1018 (which may be any of the supplies and 
media described above) through the first port 1012, which in 
this case may be a fluid port, that couples the supply 1016 to 
the interior space 1004 and includes a flow restrictor 1213 or 
the like that controls a rate at which the medium 1018 passes 
between the supply 1016 and the interior space 1004. This 
may include, for example, a porous membrane, nozzle, nar 
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rowed fluid passage, adjustable valve (for variable control of 
flow rate) or any other Substance or structure (or combination 
of these) to slow the passage of the medium 1018 into the 
interior space 1004 when the membrane 1202 is expanding. 
In general, by restricting a flow of the medium 1018, the flow 
restrictor 1213 limits that rate at which the membrane 1202 
expands in the absence of external forces. This usefully per 
mits the membrane 1202 to be compressed with an applica 
tion of force and then released, at which point the membrane 
1202 will expand slowly enough that it can be inserted into a 
cavity before it fully expands. 
0.165 A sleeve 1015, which may be a shell such as any of 
the rigid shells described above, may be positioned within the 
interior space 1004 to define an access space 1017 for inser 
tion of a light source 1022, sensor 1024 and the like to facili 
tate light intensity measurements. The sleeve 1015 may be 
fabricated of a transparent material, or otherwise include at 
least one transparent region for Such measurements. The 
sleeve 1015 may extend from a seal 1010 to the cap 1030, 
which may be a soft, pliable cap Such as any of the caps 
described above. In one aspect, the sleeve 1015 may physi 
cally connect to the cap 1030 and the seal 1010, either directly 
or through additional structures, to form a solid or generally 
rigid structure that, along with the supply 1016 and the first 
port 1012, can be used as an insertable imaging device. Where 
the self-inflating bladder 1200 is shaped and sized for use in, 
e.g., a human ear canal, the cap 1030 may be soft and/or 
pliable to protect the ear canal during insertion of the device. 
(0166 The cap 1030 may include a transparent window. 
During insertion of the self-inflating bladder 1200 (or any 
other device described herein for interior imaging) into, e.g., 
an earcanal or other opening, a fiberscope can be inserted into 
the access space 1017 so that it has an optical view through the 
window and the sensor 1024 can capture an image down the 
length of the ear canal. With this view, a user may guide the 
self-inflating bladder 1200 (or other device) into the canal, 
also allowing the user to stop insertion before hitting, e.g., an 
eardrum or other obstruction or sensitive area. The self-in 
flating bladder 1220 (or other device) may include a supple 
mental illumination device to illuminate the canal during 
insertion, or the light source 1022 may be adapted to this 
purpose. 

0167. In one aspect a retainer 1216 may be provided that 
mechanically retains the collapsible membrane in a com 
pressed shape. Thus in use, the membrane 1202 may be 
compressed to a size Smaller than an interior diameter of the 
retainer 1216, which may be for example a cylindrical sleeve 
or the like, and the retainer 1216 may be fitted over the 
compressed shape to retain the membrane 1202. When a 
three-dimensional image is to be captured, the retainer 1216 
may be removed and the self-inflating bladder 1200 may be 
inserted into a target cavity and permitted to slowly expand 
into the shape of the target cavity, with the rate of expansion 
determined by, e.g., the viscosity of the medium 1018, the 
flow restrictor 1213 positioned in the flow path, and the 
mechanical force applied by the membrane 1202 as it expands 
toward its fully expanded shape. It will be understood that the 
retainer 1216 may usefully be formed of a rigid material (or 
combination of materials) or any other material suitable for 
retaining the membrane 1202 in a compressed state. The 
retainer 1216 may be a single structure shaped and sized to 
slide over the cap 1030 and off the membrane 1202, or the 
retainer 1216 may beformed of a multi-part assembly that can 
be, e.g., Snapped together and apart around the membrane 
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1202, or that hingeably encloses the membrane 1202, or 
otherwise removably retains the membrane 1202 in a com 
pressed shape. The compressed shape may be shaped and/or 
sized for insertion into a human ear or any other cavity from 
which three-dimensional images are desired. 
(0168. It will be understood that while FIG. 12 shows a 
simple, cylindrical shape for the membrane 1202 in its com 
pressed State, any shape Suitable for a particular imaging 
application may similarly be used, and may accommodate 
either the shape and size of the insertion site or the shape and 
size of the cavity to be imaged, or some combination of these. 
For example, the inner and outer portions of a human ear 
canal have substantially different interior diameters. Thus in 
one aspect, the self-inflating bladder 1200, and the membrane 
1202 and retainer 1216 for same, may have a tapered shape or 
a two-stage shape with a relatively large diameter on an outer 
section for imaging the outer earcanal and a relatively smaller 
diameter on an inner section for imaging more deeply in the 
inner ear canal. Any number of similar adaptations may be 
made for different imaging applications, all of which will be 
readily appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art. 
0169 FIG. 13 is a flow chart of a method for using a 
self-inflating bladder such as the self-inflating bladder 1200 
described above to capture three-dimensional images of an 
interior space, and more particular to capture three-dimen 
sional images of a human ear canal. 
(0170. As shown in step 1302, the method 1300 may begin 
with providing a collapsible membrane that returns to an 
original shape absent external forces, the collapsible mem 
brane having an interior space. This may be, for example, any 
of the membranes described above. As noted above, a mem 
brane that returns to an original shape absent external forces 
is intended to include any structure or combination of struc 
tures that tend to return to a shape, whether when constraining 
physical forces are released (e.g., a retainer as described 
above) or when some form of activation (light, heat, electric 
ity, and so forth) is applied, or some combination of these. 
(0171 As shown in step 1304, the method 1300 may 
include compressing the collapsible membrane into a shape 
and size for fitting into a human ear canal. This may, for 
example, include compressing the membrane into a generally 
cylindrical shape sufficiently narrow to fit into the ear canal. 
In one aspect, a margin of time may be provided so that, when 
a retainer is removed and the membrane begins to expand (as 
described above), the membrane does not expand beyond the 
expected size of the ear canal for a period of time in order to 
permit handling and insertion into the ear canal. This may be, 
for example, ten seconds, or any other duration according to 
user preferences or handling constraints and the like. 
(0172. As shown in step 1306, the method 1300 may 
include retaining the collapsible membrane in the shape and 
size with a retainer such as any of the retainers described 
above. In one aspect, the collapsible membrane may be a 
disposable membrane with a disposable retainer. In another 
aspect, the collapsible membrane may be a reusable mem 
brane, and the retainer may be removable and replaceable to 
permit multiple redeployments of the collapsible membrane. 
(0173 As shown in step 1308, the method 1300 may 
include coupling the interior space to a Supply of a medium in 
a fluid form that absorbs a first wavelength of light more than 
a second wavelength of light, wherein the interior space is 
coupled to the medium through a port that restricts a flow of 
the medium into the interior space. Such as the fluid port and 
flow restrictor described above. It will be understood that in 
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various embodiments this coupling may occur before or after 
the collapsible membrane is compressed and before or after 
the retainer is fitted to the compressed membrane. 
(0174 As shown in step 1310, the method 1300 may 
include removing the retainer from the collapsible membrane 
and inserting the collapsible membrane into a human ear 
canal. At this point, the membrane may begin to expand and 
draw the medium into the interior space. As noted above, the 
rate at which this expansion occurs may depend on any of a 
number of factors such as the viscosity of the medium, the 
amount of flow restriction, the pressure created by the 
expanding membrane, and the pressurization (if any) of the 
Supply. These factors may generally be controlled during 
design of the collapsible membrane, and the design may also 
permit manual adjustment at the time of deployment Such as 
by providing an adjustable valve for flow restriction. 
(0175. As shown in step 1312, the method 1300 may 
include measurement and three-dimensional reconstruction 
using any of the techniques described above. 
(0176). It will be appreciated that the method 1300 
described above is set forth by way of example and not of 
limitation. Numerous variations, additions, omissions, and 
other modifications will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. In addition, the order or presentation of these steps in 
the description and drawings is not intended to require this 
order of performing the recited steps unless a particular order 
is expressly required or otherwise clear from the context. 
Thus, for example a medium may be coupled to the mem 
brane before or after compression of the membrane. Where 
the medium is coupled before compression of the membrane, 
the Supply may be used to compress the membrane using 
reverse pressure (e.g., Suction) to extract material from the 
interior space. Similarly, while an ear canal is specifically 
mentioned, the approach may be adapted to any number of 
biological or other cavities. All Such modifications are 
intended to fall within the scope of this disclosure, which 
should be interpreted in a non-limiting sense. 
0177 FIG. 14 illustrates an adaptation of the techniques 
described herein to capture a three-dimensional image of an 
object such as human dentition. In an embodiment, a device 
1400 for use in imaging dentition may include an imaging 
tray 1402 with an interior surface 1404 formed from a bottom 
1406 and one or more sidewalls 1408, and any number of 
fiducials 1410, along with a medium 1412 such as any of the 
media described above. Although not depicted, it will be 
understood that the device 1400 may be used with any suit 
able combination of the sensors, light Sources, processors, 
and so forth described above. It will further be understood 
that, while the device 1400 may be used with any of the 
inventive imaging techniques described herein, the device 
1400 may also or instead be adapted for use in known film 
thickness measurement techniques such as ERLIF or any 
other similar technology. 
0.178 The imaging tray 1402 may be any container suit 
able for receiving an impression of an object. For dental 
applications, the imaging tray 1402 may be shaped and sized 
for use as a dental bite tray. A variety of Such containers are 
known in the dental art including numerous disposable and/or 
reusable bite trays, impression trays, fluoride trays and the 
like, any of which may be adapted for use with the techniques 
described herein. In addition, while a full-arch dental tray is 
shown, it will be understood that the tray may instead cover 
any Sub-portion of an arch Such as a quadrant or a row ofteeth. 
In other embodiments, the bite tray may capture an upper and 
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lower arch concurrently, which may advantageously capture 
bite registration information relating to the alignment of an 
upper and lower arch. It will be appreciated that while a dental 
bite tray is depicted, the imaging tray 1402 may more gener 
ally have any shape and size suitable for an object that is to be 
imaged. In addition, the imaging tray 1402 may be adapted to 
any of the various imaging techniques described above. This 
may include, for example, fabricating the imaging tray 1402 
from a transparent material so that thickness measurements 
can be taken through the imaging tray 1402, or fabricating the 
imaging tray 1402 from a fluorescent or other luminescent 
material so that the imaging tray 1402 can serve as a light 
source as described above. This may include fabricating the 
imaging tray 1402 from a material with a known color or a 
known color distribution that can be used in attenuation mea 
Surements as described above. This may also, or instead, 
include applying a layer to the interior Surface 1404. Such as 
a fluorescent, luminescent, or known color layer. 
0179 The interior surface 1404 may have known dimen 
sions that can be used in combination with thickness mea 
Surements to geometrically reconstruct a three-dimensional 
image of an object impressed into the medium 1412. In one 
embodiment, the known dimensions may accommodate a 
dental impression in the medium 1412. More generally, geo 
metric or spatial information about the interior surface 1404 
provides boundary information for the medium 1412 within 
the imaging tray 1402 So that thickness measurements of the 
medium 1412 can be converted into spatial measurements of 
an impression in a common coordinate system, thus permit 
ting a three-dimensional reconstruction. It will thus be appre 
ciated that, while the imaging tray 1402 is depicted as having 
an interior surface 1404 formed of two sidewalls 1408 and a 
bottom 1406, the interior surface 1404 may more generally 
include any rectilinear, curvilinear or other surface(s) suitable 
for a particular object being imaged, provided that the shape 
of the interior surface 1404 is known in areas where boundary 
positions are needed for a three-dimensional reconstruction. 
0180. The bottom 1406 and sidewalls 1408 retain the 
medium 1412 within the imaging tray 1402 and provide 
known physical boundaries for one or more surfaces of the 
medium 1412 so that thickness measurements can be con 
Verted into a three-dimensional image. It will be appreciated 
that the sidewalls 1408 may be open as depicted, provided the 
medium 1412 is sufficiently viscous that it will remain wholly 
or partially within the imaging tray 1402 during handling 
and/or impressioning. Where for example the medium 1412 
is a non-viscous liquid, the sidewalls 1408 may usefully be 
joined together to form a complete perimeter sidewall that 
retains the liquid within the imaging tray 1402. In another 
aspect, one or more of the bottom 1406 and sidewalls 1408 
may be transparent, depending for example on the direction 
from which thickness measurements are expected to be taken. 
0181 Any number of fiducials 1410 may optionally be 
included on or within the imaging tray 1402. The fiducials 
may be at known locations and/or have a known shape. Each 
fiducial 1410 may have one or more uniquely identifying 
characteristics So that it can be identified in an image or other 
data obtained from measurements of the imaging tray 1402. 
Fiducials may in general serve as useful landmarks in a three 
dimensional reconstruction by facilitating global registration 
of a number of independent three-dimensional measurements 
and/or images. The fiducials 1410 may, for example, provide 
visual landmarks to an imaging system that can be correlated 
to three-dimensional locations on the imaging tray 1402 or 
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otherwise encode spatial information. More generally, the 
types and uses of fiducials in three-dimensional registration 
will be readily appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art, 
and all such fiducials that might be adapted to use with the 
three-dimensional imaging techniques described herein are 
intended to fall within the scope of this disclosure. Similarly, 
random or regular patterns or other surface treatments can be 
employed to assist in registration, and may be adapted for use 
with the imaging tray 1402 and other devices and measure 
ment techniques described herein. 
0182. The medium 1412 may be disposed within the inte 
rior Surface 1404 and may generally include any of the media 
described above. In an embodiment, the medium 1040 may be 
capable of yielding to form an impression of an object 
inserted into the imaging tray and may, for example, absorb a 
first wavelength of light more than a second wavelength of 
light. The medium 1412 may include a single fluorescent dye 
or a plurality of fluorescent dyes. The medium 1412 may use 
any number of carriers. 
0183 For example, the medium 1412 may include a gel, 
liquid, or other Substance capable of accurately retaining, or 
being cured to accurately retain, an impression therein. Any 
type of curable material (with suitable optical properties) may 
be used as the carrier, including materials that are heat-cured, 
pressure-cured, time-cured, light-cured, chemically cured, or 
the like, as well as any combination of these. The medium 
1412 may be cured while an object is impressed therein, such 
as while a patient is biting into a dental bite tray, or the 
medium 1412 may be cured after the object is withdrawn. In 
the latter case, the medium 1412 is preferably sufficiently 
viscous to retain a useful impression of the object until the 
medium 1412 can be cured. In other embodiments, the 
medium 1412 may not be curable, but may be sufficiently 
Viscous or plastic to retain an accurate impression after an 
object is removed, either permanently, semi-permanently, or 
at least long enough to obtain light intensity measurements 
for thickness calculations. In other embodiments, the medium 
1412 and imaging tray 1402 may be imaged while the object 
is embedded in the medium. Where the object fits entirely into 
the imaging tray 1402, the imaging tray 1402 may be a simple 
desktop tray filled with liquid or the like. Where the object is 
physically coupled to a larger object (Such as human denti 
tion), the imaging tray 1402 may be transparent so that mea 
Surements for thickness calculations can be obtained through 
the bottom 1406 or sidewall(s) 1408. 
0184 FIG. 15 is a flow chart of a method for capturing a 
three-dimensional image of an object Such as human denti 
tion using the techniques described herein. The method 1500 
may be used, for example, with the imaging tray 1402 and 
medium 1412 described above. 

0185. As shown in step 1502, the method 1500 may begin 
with disposing a medium within an imaging tray having an 
interior Surface of known dimensions, the medium capable of 
yielding to form an impression of an object inserted into the 
imaging tray, and the medium absorbing a first wavelength of 
light more than a second wavelength of light. In general, this 
may include any of the imaging trays and mediums described 
above. In order to dispose the medium within the imaging 
tray, the medium may be poured, injected, spread, or other 
wise distributed into the interior space using any suitable 
tools and/or techniques for the Viscosity and other physical 
properties of the medium. In a prepackaged embodiment, the 
medium may be disposed within the imaging tray during 
fabrication, and packaged for shipment in a ready to use form. 
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In another embodiment, the medium may be manually dis 
posed within the imaging tray prior to use. Such as from a tube 
or other container of the medium. In either case, the imaging 
tray may be reusable or disposable. 
0186. As shown in step 1504, the method 1500 may 
include inserting an object into the imaging tray. This may 
include placing an object into the imaging tray (such as where 
the medium is a liquid), or applying a force to insert the object 
into the medium within the imaging tray. For example, where 
the imaging tray is a dental bite tray, this may include insert 
ing human dentition into the dental bite tray, Such as by 
having a user apply force by biting into the medium with the 
teeth and other dentition that are the object of the impression. 
However inserted, the object may in general displace the 
medium and form an impression of the object within the 
medium. 
0187. As shown in step 1506, the method 1500 may 
include illuminating the interior Surface of the imaging tray. 
This may include any of the illumination techniques 
described above. 
0188 As shown in step 1508, the method 1500 may 
include capturing an image of the interior Surface at the first 
wavelength and the second wavelength. This may in general 
include any of the imaging techniques described above. It will 
be understood that capturing an image in this context is 
intended to refer to the direction of the surface rather than the 
Surface itself. Thus for example where a transparent imaging 
tray is used, the image captured may be an intensity of light 
from a medium behind the interior surface rather than the 
interior Surface itself. Thus in many embodiments the image 
may relate to the direction in which light intensity is measured 
rather than an actual location from which light is reflected. 
0189 Capturing an image of the interior surface may also, 
or instead, include capturing a reference image of a plurality 
of fiducials provided within the imaging tray. These fiducials 
may be used to determine a three-dimensional position and 
orientation of an imaging tray using any of a variety of known 
techniques. This may include processing of the same image 
used to calculate thicknesses (e.g., an image of the interior 
Surface at the first wavelength and the second wavelength), 
Such as by locating and interpreting the fiducials in Such 
images, or this may include capturing a Supplemental image 
with the same camera or sensor(s) for processing of the fidu 
cials. In another aspect, a Supplemental camera or other imag 
ing device may be provided in order to capture a reference 
image of the fiducials. In Such embodiments, the Supplemen 
tal camera should have a known spatial relationship to the 
camera or sensors used for thickness measurements. 
(0190. As shown in step 1510, the method 1500 may 
include processing the image to determine a thickness of the 
medium in a direction of the interior surface. This may 
include any of the processing techniques described above 
based upon a ratio of intensities of two different wavelengths 
oflight, or any other similar technique or approach. This may 
include capturing a plurality of thickness measurements for a 
plurality of directions toward the interior surface, such as 
from a two-dimensional array of intensity measurements cap 
tured by a camera or the like. 
(0191). As shown in step 1512, the method 1500 may 
include obtaining a three-dimensional reconstruction of the 
object from the thickness measurement(s). This may include, 
for example, applying a number of thickness measurements, 
in view of the known dimensions of the interior surface, to 
determine a three-dimensional shape of the object, or the 
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boundaries of an impression of the object in the medium. It 
will be understood that for a variety of reasons there may be 
subtle or substantial deviations between the actual object 
shape and the actual impression of the object. Either or both 
of these (conceptually) mirror-imaged Surfaces are intended 
to fall within the scope of the three-dimensional shape of the 
object as that phrase is used herein. 
(0192. It will be appreciated that the method 1500 
described above is set forth by way of example and not of 
limitation. Numerous variations, additions, omissions, and 
other modifications will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. In addition, the order or presentation of these steps in 
the description and drawings is not intended to require this 
order of performing the recited steps unless a particular order 
is expressly required or otherwise clear from the context. 
Thus, for example the object may be inserted into an imaging 
tray before the medium is disposed therein. Or various types 
of fiducials may be used to relate thickness measurements to 
positions within the imaging tray. Similarly, while human 
dentition is specifically mentioned, the approach may be 
adapted to a wide variety of biological or other subject matter, 
and all such variations are intended to fall within the scope of 
the present disclosure. 
0193 It will be appreciated that any of the above systems, 
devices, methods, processes, and the like may be realized in 
hardware, software, or any combination of these suitable for 
the control, data acquisition, and data processing described 
herein. This includes realization in one or more microproces 
sors, microcontrollers, embedded microcontrollers, pro 
grammable digital signal processors or other programmable 
devices, along with internal and/or external memory. This 
may also, or instead, include one or more application specific 
integrated circuits, programmable gate arrays, programmable 
array logic components, or any other device or devices that 
may be configured to process electronic signals. It will further 
be appreciated that a realization of the processes or devices 
described above may include computer-executable code cre 
ated using a structured programming language such as C, an 
object oriented programming language Such as C++, or any 
other high-level or low-level programming language (includ 
ing assembly languages, hardware description languages, and 
database programming languages and technologies) that may 
be stored, compiled or interpreted to run on one of the above 
devices, as well as heterogeneous combinations of proces 
sors, processor architectures, or combinations of different 
hardware and Software. At the same time, processing may be 
distributed across devices such as a camera and/or computer 
and/or server or other remote processing resource in a number 
of ways, or all of the functionality may be integrated into a 
dedicated, standalone device. All Such permutations and 
combinations are intended to fall within the scope of the 
present disclosure. 
0194 In other embodiments, disclosed herein are com 
puter program products comprising computer-executable 
code or computer-usable code that, when executing on one or 
more computing devices, performs any and/or all of the steps 
described above. The code may be stored in a computer 
memory, which may be a memory from which the program 
executes (such as random access memory associated with a 
processor), or a storage device Such as a disk drive, flash 
memory or any other optical, electromagnetic, magnetic, 
infrared or other device or combination of devices. In another 
aspect, any of the processes described above may be embod 
ied in any suitable transmission or propagation medium car 
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rying the computer-executable code described above and/or 
any inputs or outputs from same. 
0.195 While the invention has been disclosed in connec 
tion with the preferred embodiments shown and described in 
detail, various modifications and improvements thereon will 
become readily apparent to those skilled in the art. Accord 
ingly, the spirit and Scope of the present invention is not to be 
limited by the foregoing examples, but is to be understood in 
the broadest sense allowable by law. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A device comprising: 
a collapsible membrane formed around an interior space, 

the collapsible membrane returning to an original shape 
in an absence of external forces; 

a supply of a medium in a fluid form that absorbs a first 
wavelength of light more than a second wavelength of 
light; 

a fluid port coupling the Supply to the interior space of the 
collapsible membrane, the fluid port controlling a rate at 
which the medium passes between the Supply and the 
interior space; and 

an access space formed within and physically separated 
from the interior space of the collapsible membrane, the 
access space defined by a rigid shell including at least 
one transparent region and the access space including an 
access port for access to the access space from outside 
the collapsible membrane. 

2. The device of claim 1 wherein the fluid port includes a 
porous membrane. 

3. The device of claim 1 wherein the fluid port includes an 
adjustable valve for adjustably controlling the rate at which 
the medium passes between the Supply and the interior space. 

4. The device of claim 1 further comprising a soft, pliable 
cap on an end of the collapsible membrane. 

5. The device of claim 1 further comprising a light source 
shaped and sized for insertion into the access space through 
the access port. 

6. The device of claim 1 further comprising an imaging 
device shaped and sized for insertion into the access space 
through the access port, the imaging device configured to 
capture images at the first wavelength and the second wave 
length. 

7. The device of claim 1 further comprising a retainer that 
mechanically retains the collapsible membrane in a com 
pressed shape. 

8. The device of claim 7 wherein the compressed shape is 
sized for insertion into a human ear. 

9. The device of claim 1 wherein the medium comprises a 
single fluorescent dye. 

10. The device of claim 1 wherein the medium comprises 
two or more fluorescent dyes. 

11. A device comprising: 
an expandable membrane formed about an interior space; 
a supply of a medium in a fluid form that absorbs a first 

wavelength of light more than a second wavelength of 
light, the supply capable of pressurized delivery of the 
medium; 

a fluid port coupling the Supply to the interior space of the 
expandable membrane; and 

an access space within the interior space of the expandable 
membrane defined by a transparent, rigid shell that sepa 
rates the access space from the interior space of the 
expandable membrane, the access space including an 
access port for external access to the access space. 
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12. The device of claim 11 wherein the supply delivers the 
medium from a pressurized elastic container. 

13. The device of claim 11 wherein the supply includes a 
user control for a manual application of pressure to deliver the 
medium into the expandable membrane. 

14. The device of claim 11 wherein the fluid port includes 
a valve for controlling delivery of the medium to the interior 
Space. 

15. The device of claim 11 further comprising a soft, pli 
able cap on an end of the expandable membrane. 

16. The device of claim 11 further comprising a light 
Source shaped and sized for insertion into the access space 
through the access port. 

17. The device of claim 11 further comprising an imaging 
device shaped and sized for insertion into the access space 
through the access port, the imaging device configured to 
capture images at the first wavelength and the second wave 
length. 
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18. The device of claim 11 wherein the expandable mem 
brane has a compressed shape that is shaped and sized for 
insertion into a human ear. 

19. A method comprising: 
providing a collapsible membrane that returns to an origi 

nal shape absent external forces, the collapsible mem 
brane having an interior space; 

compressing the collapsible membrane into a shape and 
size for fitting into a human ear canal; 

retaining the collapsible membrane in the shape and size 
with a retainer; and 

coupling the interior space to a Supply of a medium in a 
fluid form that absorbs a first wavelength of light more 
than a second wavelength of light, wherein the interior 
space is coupled to the medium through a port that 
restricts a flow of the medium into the interior space. 

20. The method of claim 19 further comprising removing 
the retainer from the collapsible membrane and inserting the 
collapsible membrane into the human ear canal. 
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