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Thls invefition relatés to ‘drticle carrymg and support-
ing devices and pamcularly 10 sling type devices adapted

for: carrymg ‘articles in a confiied or bundled arrange- -

ment and supporting the same in an accessible exténded
arrangement. -

In supportmg articles, such for example as the" fire--

place’ logs in extended accessible posmon it has been
customary to employ baskets of varidus types and kinds.
In general, however, these baskets are bulky and awkward
to carry about and-hence are seldom used for cafrying
logs or similar articles from oné place to another. ~Sling

dévices are available for carrying such articles, but the -

use ‘of such sling devices is also frequently inconvenient,
since articles must be first arranged thereon at the point
of pick-up and rémoved theréfrom and ‘transfer'i"ed t0 a
basket or Gther Support at the’ pomt ‘of delivery.-

Arn' object of our invéntion is to prov1de 4 Unitary.
device Which can "be employed 4s a caitier for’ Iogs or
other articles in bundled arrangement and which.in con-

junction with a cooperiting basé prévides dan opén sling |

or basket for supporting -logs:or other ‘articles in ex-
tended accessible arrangement. A further ob]ect is to
provide -means including hand-grip portions in spaced
relation to the: base engaging means fac1htatmg quick- and
easy- assemblage of the dev1ce and supportmg base -in
sw1tch1ng from- the article carrying to the-article support-
ing-use of the device.

These-and other objects of the invention will-be more
fully apparént from a consideration of the followmg
descnpuon taken together:with:the dccompanying draw-
ing-illustrating one form of . the device~in accordance
with our invention in which the various parts thereof
have been identified by suitable reference characters in
each of the views and in which:

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of one form of article carry-
ing and supporting device diagrammatically indicating the
arrangement of artcles in the sling portion thereof;

Fig. 2 is an end elevation view of the device as shown
in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the sling portion of the device
as shown in Fig. 1 in the fully extended or flat position;

Fig. 4 is a partial sectional view substantially on the
line 4—4 of Fig. 1 with the hand-grip portion of the
sling member in extended or lifted position; and

Fig. 5 is a partial sectional view substantially on the
line 5—S5 as shown in Fig. 4.

In Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawing, we have indicated one
form of our article carrying and supporting device as
comprising a base member 10 having at opposed ends
thereof upwardly extending arms or supports 11 having
at the upper ends thereof suitable means as indicated by
the transverse notches 12 for detachably engaging hanger
elements 13 of an article engaging sling 14. The portion
15 of the sling 14 between the hanger elements 13 is of a

flexible or semi-flexible nature to permit conformance of

the sling to the contour of logs or other articles 16
arranged therein both when the hanger elements are
arranged on said base and when these hanger elements
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are brought into juxtaposition for carrying purposes. In
spaced relation to the hanger elements 13 and outwardly
thereof in respect to the flexible portion 15 of the sling .
are hand-grips 17 which have been indicated -in Figs.
1 and 2 of the drawing as joining the hanger e€lements
13 through flexible strands 18.  While the use of flexible
strands in this manner permits the hand-grips 17 to hang
in an out-of-away position when not in use, it is within. .
the scope of our invention-to have the hand-grips rigidly .
joned to or integral with. the hanger elements 13.. In"
such event, the hand-grips might extend above the hanger
elements. per se and provide an ornamental effect in the..

-assembled device.

The base 10 can be fashioned in any desired manner to
provide the upwardly extending arms 11 at opposed end
portions of - a base or spacer element 19 having sufficient -
width to provide a substantial base support for the device
which 'is resistant -to lateral tipping. The base unit 10
can be fashioned from any suitable materials, such as
metal, wood, plastics and the: like and can be of perma-
nently assembled construction or detachable construction
facilitating compact arrangement for shipping and sforage. .

For purpose of illustration, the upwardly exténding
arms of the base unit 10 have been disclosed as each
comprising a pair of diverging members 11g and 115 as
seen in Fig. 2 of the drawing which are giued or other-
wise joined together at the upper ends thereof and are
secured at the lower ends thereof to opposed edges of-
the spacer or base element 19. In thé constriction shown’
in Figs. 1 and 2, this coupling has been indicated as -
effected - by means- of “screws 20 passing through -the -

- members 112 and 115 and into the spacing or base ele--
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ment 19.  With this construction upwardly extending
arms 11 .can readily be detached for storage or shipment
by removal of the screws 20.

The sling 14 can be fashioned from any suitable flexible
or flexibly assembled materials. Thus for example, the:.
slmg 14 intermediately the hanger elements 13 can'.com-~
pris¢ a unitary sheet of fabric, plastic, woven chain or
other flexible sheet material, or can'be built up of ma-
terials which provide flexure - in a longitudinal direction”
while being. relatively rigid in a transverse direction.
The length ‘of the sling between the -hanger . eléments
should be sufficient to permit at least slight” contact .be-
tween the bottom of the sling and the -spacer’ or ~base
elemienit-19 as seenin Figs. 1 and 2.”

For purpose of illustration we have shown in Figs.
3 and 4 of the drawings one form of built-up construc-
tion wherein the flexible strands 18 extend through the
full length of the sling 14 i. e. from one hand-grip 17
to the other and wherein a plurality of transverse slat
members 21 are provided intermediate the two hanger
elements 13 and secured to the flexible strands 18. The
slats 21 which may be fashioned from wood, metal,
plastics and the like, are provided with suitable retaining
means, such for example, as the pairs of spaced apertures
22 for positioning the same with respect to the flexible
strands. In assembling the slats 21 and strands 18, the
strands are preferably arranged essentially beneath or
below the slats and passed upwardly through one aper-
ture and downwardly through the other aperture in
aligned pairs of apertures 22 in the slats 21 as well as
in the hanger elements 13. In the hand-grips 17 the
strands I8 are preierably passed through bores 23 and
then knotted as indicated at 24 to provide a bearing
engagement with the end 25 of said hand-grip.

A number of slats 21 in the center portion of the
sling 14 are assembled in the manner described in closely
adjacent or abutting relationship as seen at 26 in Fig. 3,
so as to prevent substantial escape of small particles
through the bottom of the sling, this portion being ap-
proximately one-fourth to one-third the length of the
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sling intermediate the hanger elements 13. In portions

27 of the sling 14 adjacent the central portion 26, the -

slats 21 are arranged in slightly spaced relationship and
as they progressively approach the hanger elements 13,
the spacing ‘between the slats is increased since in this
region the slats are not required to support the load,
but merely to maintain the shape of the device by prop-
erly spacing the strands 18 thereof.

In Figs. 4 and 5 of the drawing we have included de-
tailed illustrations of the cooperating structure of the
notches 12 and hanger elements 13." It will be noted in
this, connection that each hanger element is provided cen-

trally of the inner edge thereof with a cut-out or notch .

28 which is slightly greater in length than the thickness
of the arm 11 at the base of the transverse notch 12
therein. It should also be noted that the notch 12 is
substantially greater in width than the thickness of the
hanger 13, note Fig. 5. This facilitates easy insertion of
the hanger element 13 into the notch 12 even when the
hanger element 13 may be thrown into a slightly angular
position by tension in the strands 18 under the influence
of the weight. of the logs or articles 16 arranged in the
sling. - The cooperative engagement between the notches
12 and 28 serves to properly position and balance the
sling in suspended position on the base unit 1€, both
when the sling is empty and when articles are arranged
thereon in the manner indicated.

The strands 18 may be of any suitable flexible ma-
terial, such as woven fiber, flexible wire or chain mate-
rial, strips of leather or rawhide, and the like. When

materials such as rawhide or certain woven or braided

fibers are employed in the strands 18, a certain amount
of stretching may occur after extensive use, but it will
‘be noted that any such stretching can be compensated
for, if desired, by moving the slats 21, hanger elements
13 and hand-grips 17 with respect to the strands and suit-
ably adjusting the knots or other retaining means 24
at the ends of the strands. On the other hand, quick
adjustment of the length of the sling between the hanger
elements 13 can be effected by moving one, or both,. of
the hanger elements along the strands 18.

Various changes and modifications in the article car-
rying and supporting device herein disclosed will occur
to those skilled in the art and, to the extent that such
changes and modifications fall within the scope of the
appended claims, it is to be understood that they con-
stitute part of our invention.

We claim: ‘

1. In a combination article carrying and supporting
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device embodying a base having upstanding spaced sup-
port members and a flexible sling unit adapted for de-
tachable mounting on said base, the improved structure
facilitating orientation of the loaded sling on said base
that comprises hand grip members at the opposed ends
of said sling, transverse mounting members at opposed
end portions of said sling inwardly of and closely ad-

jacent said hand grip members, positioning notches cen-

trally of said transverse members in edges thereof remote
from said hand grip members, notches in the upper ends
of the spaced support members of said base extending
transversely of said base and being of a width slightly
greater than the thickness of said transverse mounting
members, the length of said positioning notches being
slightly greater than the transverse thickness of said
spaced support members at the base of the notches therein,
and the notches in said spaced support members being
disposed substantially vertically, whereby the.loaded sling
can be mounted on said base by lowering the same be-
tween the supports of said base until said notches have
been interengaged and then releasing the hand grip
members. o

2. In a combination article carrying and supporting
device as defined in claim 1, the further improved struc-
ture that comprises a sling unit made up of a plurality
of flexible strands in spaced groups along opposed side
portions of said sling and a plurality of transverse slats
secured to said flexible strands, said slats being in juxta-
position centrally of said sling and being spaced apart
by progressively wider intervals toward the ends of said
sling, and the spacing between the transverse mounting
member and adjacent slat at each end of said sling be-
ing sufficient to provide clearance between said last named
slats and the support members of said base as the loaded
sling is lowered for mounting engagement with said base.
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