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MAGIC BEAN WISHES 

0001. The present invention is a divisional application of 
application Ser. No. 10/917,783 filed Aug. 14, 2004. 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

0002 The present invention is directed to a novelty item. 
More particularly, the present invention is directed to the 
novelty item as well as a method of making the item, in 
which the novelty item is comprised of a bean or Similar 
dicot Seed, which is etched with an encouraging word, 
Symbol, or the like, So the word becomes and remains visible 
throughout the germination period. 
0003. Since the travesty of 9/11, many people have 
become discouraged, Some even to the point of despair. 
Various items, including greeting cards, have been devel 
oped to Send words of comfort and encouragement to family 
and friends. While well intended and, most often, well 
received, the effects of these encouraging words are short 
lived. 

0004. It is the purpose of the present invention to provide 
a novelty item which can provide words of encouragement 
which will continue to provide uplifting thoughts for Several 
weeks. The novelty item of the present invention comprises 
a non-germinated dicot Seed with a word, Symbol, or the 
like, etched through its Seed coat into its cotyledon whereby 
said word, symbol, or the like, will remain visible during the 
germination period of a resulting plant. These words, Sym 
bols, or the like, include encouraging words, namely, the 
Words courage, dream, hope, love, peace, trust. 
0005. A second aspect of the invention is the method of 
making these novelty items. The inventive steps include a) 
obtaining a non-germinated dicot seed; b) etching said dicot 
Seed's cotyledon through its Seed coat with a word, Symbol, 
or the like, which will continue to appear on Said dicot Seed 
throughout its gemination. The etching Step is preferably 
done with a laser effectively branding the surface of the seed 
with the word or Symbol. AS the Seed germinates into a plant 
over a period of Several weeks, the word or Symbol emerges 
from the Soil and remains visible throughout the germination 
period. Several different words or Symbols can be packaged 
together. The novelty item of the present invention is cur 
rently being marketed under the name MAGIC BEAN 
WISHESTM. 

0006 Various other features, advantages and character 
istics of the present invention will become apparent to one 
of ordinary skill in the art after a reading of the following 
Specification. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0007 The preferred embodiment(s) of the present inven 
tion is/are described in conjunction with the associated 
drawings in which like features are indicated with like 
reference numerals and in which 

0008 FIG. 1 is a schematic side view of a first embodi 
ment of the novelty item of the present invention as the dicot 
Seed emerges from the Soil; 
0009 FIG. 2 is a collection of dicot seeds etched with 
various words and Symbols as might be Sold in a single 
package; 

Feb. 16, 2006 

0010 FIG. 3 is a schematic side view of a second dicot 
Seed at a later Stage of development; and 
0011 FIG. 4 is a side view of a third dicot seed with 
leaves emerging and the encouraging word Still visible. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENT(S) 
0012. The present invention is directed to a novelty item 
shown in FIGS. 1-4 generally at 20. The novelty item 
comprises a non-germinated dicot Seed Such as a bean Seed, 
with an encouraging word, Symbol, or the like, etched 
through the seed cover 22 into the seed's cotyledon 24. This 
etching effectively brands the Seed Such that as it germinates, 
the etched feature remains visible. In FIG. 1, a seedling 26 
is just sprouting from the soil 11. In FIG. 3, a more mature 
Seedling 26' Still has the encouraging word Visible and, in 
FIG. 4, even when the seedling 26" sprouts leaves, the 
encouraging message remains visible. This germination 
period typically lasts for Several weeks and may span more 
than a month. Unlike a greeting card which conveys an 
uplifting message with a very short term effect, each new 
day depicts a growth of the Sentiment with the growth of the 
seedling. While these etched words and symbols may 
include anything from an age, for a birthday greeting, to 
company logos, to encouraging Words Such as, for example, 
courage, dream, hope, love, peace, trust. Obviously, other 
words or Symbols, and the like, for Specific observances 
could be employed without departing from the Spirit of the 
invention. 

0013 The method of creating the novelty item of this 
invention comprises the Steps of Selecting an appropriate 
non-germinated dicot Seed and etching through the Seed 
coat to the cotyledon a word, symbol or the like. This 
etching is most preferably performed with a laser to effect a 
permanent marking which is equivalent of a branding. Seeds 
may be packaged in containers which hold a plurality of 
such seeds with a variety of different words, symbols, or the 
like, etched thereon. This product is being marketed under 
the trademark MAGIC BEAN WISHESTM. 

0014 Various changes, alternatives and modifications 
will become apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art 
following a reading of the foregoing Specification. It is 
intended that any Such changes, alternatives and modifica 
tions as fall within the Scope of the appended claims be 
considered part of the present invention. 

I claim: 
1. A method of creating a novelty item comprising the 

Steps of 
a) obtaining a non-germinated dicot seed; 
b) etching said dicot Seed's cotyledon through its Seed 

coat with a word, symbol, or the like, which will 
continue to appear on Said dicot Seed throughout its 
gemination. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein Said etching Step is 
performed with a laser. 

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising collecting a 
plurality of Said dicot Seeds into a package for purchase. 

4. The method of claim 3 wherein at least two of said dicot 
seeds have different words, symbols, or the like, etched 
thereon. 
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5. A novelty item comprising a non-germinated dicot Seed 6. The novelty item of claim 5 wherein said word, symbol, 
with a word, Symbol, or the like, etched through its Seed coat or the like, include encouraging words, namely, the words 
into its cotyledon whereby said word, Symbol, or the like, courage, dream, hope, love, peace, trust. 
will remain visible during a germination period of a result 
ing plant. k . . . . 


