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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

GEORGE A. WHITE, OF POTSDAM, NEW YORK. 

CHALK-SCREEN FOR BLACKBOARD-TROUGHS. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 570,692, dated November 3, 1896, 
Application filed June 8, 1896, Serial No. 594,749, (No model.) 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, GEORGE A. WHITE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Pots 
dam, in the county of St. Lawrence, State of 
New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Chalk-Screens for 
Blackboard-Troughs and the Like, of which 
the following is a description, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings and 
to the letters of reference marked thereon. 
My invention relates to a chalk-screen for 

blackboard-troughs and the like, my object 
being to provide a simple and durable screen 
which can be readily attached to any trough 
and is so placed upon said trough that it can 
be readily swung out of the way for the pur 
pose of cleaning the trough. 
To this end the invention consists in the 

Various matters hereinafter described and 
claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a perspective view of a blackboard-trough 
with my improved screen attached. Fig.2 
is an end elevation thereof, and Fig. 3 is a 
View of the screen itself. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
drawings, A represents a blackboard, B the 
trough upon the same, and C the present 
Screen. This screen can be in one piece or 
in Sections, as may be found most conven 
ient, and comprises a straight flat body por 
tion. Or Web c, adapted to rest over the bottom 
of the trough and receive the chalk, erasers, 
&c., and members c' for attaching the web to 
the trough. In the present instance the web 
comprises a Wire frame c, upon which is se 
cured a wire-netting c. but obviously any 
appropriate construction of web can be em 
ployed. 
To the rear side of the web screw-eyes or 

other members c', for securing the screen to 
the trough, are attached, and, as here shown, 
the rear wire c of the frame passes through 
these screw-eyes. Thus the screenisattached 
upon the trough by simply driving or other 
Wise forcing the screw-eyes into the bottom 
thereof, or, although less desirable, the at 
taching members c' can be driven into the 
blackboard. 

It will be noticed that the screw-eyes are so 
located that the rear edge of the web is raised 
above the bottom of the trough, while thefront 

edge falls upon the trough, and thus leaves 
the front wall b of said trough projecting 
above the screen. By reason of this arrange 
ment a very thin wire web can be employed, 
the elevation at the rear affording sufficient 
space between the screen and the trough-bot 
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tom for the reception of the chalk-dust and 
permitting the Web to support the erasers a 
Sufficient distance above the accumulated 
dust to keep them from contact with the same, 
while the front wall b, projecting as it does 
above the web, prevents the erasers and chalk 
from falling from the screen. It should also 
be mentioned that the screenishinged at its 
rear side-i. e., the side nearer the black 
board-so that for the purpose of cleaning 
the trough the screen can be swung up en 
tirely out of the way of the operator, while, 
furthermore, the screw-eyes enter the bottom 
of the trough and there obtain a firm hold. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that the 

present screen is composed of but two simple 
parts, which are readily constructed and as 
sembled, and that these two parts are so ar 
ranged upon the trough that ample space is 
provided for the dust. The screenis readily 
swung out of the way for the purpose of clean 
ing the trough, and a ledge is provided to pre 
vent the articles upon the screen from falling 
off. In addition to this the screen can be ap 
plied to any trough of ordinary construction, 
and is attached to it in a firm and secure 

0. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination with a blackboard 
trough or the like, having a ledge, of a screen 
comprising a Web, and securing members at 
tached thereto at the side opposite the ledge, 
said securing members being also attached to 
the trough and the point of connection be 
tween the web and the securing members be 
ing above the body of the trough, whereby 
the web will be raised at one edge and at the 
other rest upon the trough below the ledge. 

2. The combination with a blackboard 
trough or the like having a ledge, of a screen 
comprising a web, and screw-eyes attached 
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thereto at the side opposite the ledge, said 
screw-eyes being also attached to the trough 
and the point of connection between the web 

  



and the screw-eyes being above the body of 
the trough, whereby the Web will be raised at 
one edge and at the other rest upon the trough 
below the ledge; substantially as described. 

3. The combination with a blackboard 
trough or the like having a ledge, of a screen. 
comprising a plane-surfaced web, and screw 
eyes attached thereto at the side opposite the 
ledge, said screw-eyes being also attached to 
the trough and the point of connection be 
tween the web and the screw-eyes being above 
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the body of the trough, whereby the web will 
be raised at one edge and at the other rest 
upon the trough below the ledge; substan 
tially as described. I5 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
GEORGE A. WHITE. 

Witnesses: 
T. B. STOWELL, 
F. H. ALLEN. 

  

  


