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To all whom it may concerr:
Be it known that I, ANDrEW P. BECK, a citi-

zen of the United States, and a resident of

Greenville, county of Montealm, and State of
Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in.a. Combined Latch and
Handle, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a partthereof, in which

-similar letters of reference indicate corre-

* ‘sponding parts.

This invention relates to .combined latches

~“and handles. _ :

s )
-~ and handle for the doors of refrigerators and

. door in closed position and said jamb-plate -

~ The invention-has for its”'.dl.oject to provide

an effectual and inexpensive c¢ombined latch

doors of the same character.
The invention also has divers other objects

more fully hereinafter set forth.
- The nature of the invention consists in the

-combination, with a door, a bracket compris-
. Ing tworectangular plates, an ear, and 4 flange,

all integra] and fastened on said door, and a

curved lever having lateral extensions pivoted

between said flange and ear, of a bowed jamb-

- plate notched in its edge'and arranged so that
- being engaged by one of the extensions of

said lever such lever is enabled to hold- said

and said lever so arranged that they are both

<7 reversible, as hereinafter more fully set forth.

The nature of the invention also consistsin

- divers other novel features, which will-be

L fully understood from the following general

Ci3s

description and ‘the annexed drawings and

- will be subsequently pointed out in the claim.
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- In the accompanying drawings, which are
hereby_.made a part of this specification, Fig-
ure 1 is a perspective view of a refriger-

ator-door and a part of the jambs thereof with
‘Iny invention attached. Fig. 21is a face view

. In elevation of my invention. Fig. 8 is an
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- part of the door-jamb in section. -~ -

edge view in elevation of the saine, showing a

,A designates a bracket embodying the plate
A’, whichis substantially of rectangtlar form,

- the flange ¢ forming an integral part of and

extended at right angles to the plate A’ and
the ear ', which is also integral with said

0

one end the extension ¢.

plate A’ and extended parallel with the flange
@ The flange ¢ and the ear ¢ are so arranged
that there will be enough space between them

to pivot the end of a lever therein, as herein-

after set forth. ) )
B designates a door to which this bracket
is fastened by means of screws, bolts, or in

any other available way. D designates a le-

ver which is bent as illustrated and has at
Tt has also the side
extensions @ and d opposite to each other
and standing at right angles to.the body of
the lever. This lever is pivoted by one end
between the flange ¢ and the ear ¢ by a pin
", passing through said ear, lever, and flange.
- ¢ designates a plate fastened on the door to
prevent the end of the extension ¢ from mar-
ring the door. ' :

Patent OFFICE. .

,50

55

60

65

E designates a metallic plate having the -
bends ¢ ¢ & &, as illustrated. This plate E,

which is the jamb-plate,.is also cut with the
notch 7 and is to be fastened to the jamb, as
illustrated, by screws, bolts, or in any other
convenient and available way. It is here

‘shownasbeing soarranged that when the door

is closed the extension d of the lever D vgill
pass through the notch # and engage the in-
ner face of the plate E.
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To use my invention, the parts are to be -

assembled and fastened as illustrated. To
close the door, the operator, grasping the le-
ver with his hand, raises it into -the position
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 8. ' He then

8

pushes the door to, still holding the'léver in -

the same position. - Just-as the door closes the
extension ¢ of the lever D passes through
the notch /o Then if the operator deflects
the lever D into the position illustrated in
full lines in Fig. 3 the extension ¢, engaging
the inside surface of the jamb-plate E, as
illustrated, will drive the door home;-and the
lever, resting with its extension ¢ on the plate

¢, will hold the door firmly in such closed po-

sition. To open the door, the operator lifts
the lever again into the position illustrated
in dotted lines in said Fig. 8. The extension

-d will then register the notch # and when the
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operator pulls on- said lever D will come out

through the notch 7 and thedoqr will be free
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to be opened. The lever D may thus be used
both as a lever to clamp the door in closed
position and also as a handle for the latching
device. . It will also be seen that the lever D
is provided with extensions on each side, so
that it may be inverted, and that the jamb-
plate E is also constructed so ‘that it can be
inverted, In this way this latch may be used

‘with a door opening to the right or a door

opening to the left, as may be required.

In the example of my invention here given
I have illustrated my invention as applied to
the door of a refrigerator; but it is evident
that it can be successfully applied to divers
other doors used for divers other purposes.
I therefore do not confine myself strictly to
the construction and arrangement here shown
and described, as it is evident that under the
scope and spirit of my invention I am enti-
tled to such changes of form and arrange-
ment as can be made without departing from
the scope thereof. . '

Having now described what my invention
is and how the same is constructed and used,
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what I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—
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The combination with a door, a bracket em- -

bodying two rectangular base-plates, an ear
and a flange, all integral, and fastened to said
door, and a curved lever pivoted between said
flange and ear, and having lateral extensions,
of the bowed jamb-plate having a notch in
the edge thereof, and arranged so that by be-

3o

ing engaged by said extension of the lever, -

said lever is enabled to clamp said door in
closed position, the bowed jamb-plate and the
lever being reversible for use in connection
with either a right or left hand door, substan-
tially as shown and described. .

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 11th day of De-
cember, 1902.

ANDREW P. BECK.

‘Witnesses:
Cuas. KyiE,
C. M. CHrrrick.
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