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To-all whom it may CORCErTL:

Be it known that-I, JOEN J. RYAN, of the
city of Midland, Midland county,and State of
Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Metallic Interfering-

Boots; and I hereby declare. that the follow-:

ing is a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, and one that will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being

~ had to the accompanying drawings, which
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form a part of this specification.

Ttis wellknown among horsemen that many,
if not all, horses interefere when driven at a
faster gait than theirnatural one. By “inter-
fering” T mean striking their ankles or meta-
carpal bones with the shoe of the opposite

- foot; and the object of myinventionis topro-
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vide a perfect protection to the ankles or that
portion of the leg.

" My invention relates to an improvement in
metallic interfering boots or pads for horses,
which improvement will be fully understood
from the following description,when taken in
connection with the annexed drawings, in
which— ‘

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved boot as applied to the right foot, or,
rather, to the ankle, and shows how it covers
it. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of my boot or
pad, looking on its inside—that is, as if ap-

plied to the left foot, and the foot removed:

for the purpose of this view.

In the accompanying drawings like letters
refer to like parts. '

A is the boot or pad as a whole.

B is the metallic plate or cap that covers
the ankle.

C Q. are metallic straps or bands, to which
the buckles are attached.

D and D’ are leather straps or billets.

L is a lining of felt, wool, or kersey cloth.

T is the buckle end, secured to the straps C

- and C by the rivet a. .
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b are buckles.

¢ is an opening between the metal straps C
and C.

2 is the point of opening between the straps
O and C to admit the joint. (See Fig. 1.)

1 purpose making these pads or boots from
metal, either stamped or molded, but prefera-
bly stamped from spring-brass. The advan-
tage of a metallic boot or pad is that it will
always keep its proper position, as the disk
portion can be cupped to fit around the ankle
or metacarpal.

In practice the buckles are attached to the
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straps or bands C C by means of the rivet a.-

The leather straps are attached to the plate
or boot B. By the same means the inner sur-

face of the boot may be lined with some ma-

terial such as felt or kersey cloth.

It will be observed from the above deserip-
tion that the boot B is econcavo-convex, and
that it has formed integral with it the flexible
straps C C; also, that I rivet leather straps D
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D’ to the boot, and that I rivet the bucklesb .

b to the metal straps.

Having thus fully described my present in-
vention, what I claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

" The improved article of manufacturehere-
in described as an entirety, consisting of a
metal plate of concavo-convex form, having
formed integral with it the two narrow spring-
metal straps, having an opening, e, between
them t0 admit the joint of the ankle, the
buckles b at the ends of said straps, the
leather straps D D’, opposite said metal straps,
and a suitable lining, I, upon the inner face
of the concavo-convex plate, as specified.

In testimony that I claim the above as my
invention I have hereunto set my hand, in
presence of two witnesses, at the eity of Mid-
land, Michigan, this 26th day of March, 1887.

JOHN J. RYAN.

In presence of—
‘Wu. D. GORDON,
IrRA FALES.
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