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UNITED STATES
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PAaTENT OFFICE.

CORNELIA E. FUCIGNA, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

HAT~-BARREL.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 779,645, dated January 10, 1905,

Application filed September 1, 1904, Serial No, 222,947,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Corxrria E. FucieNa,
a citizen of the United States, residing inthe
borough of Brooklyn, in the city of New
York, county of Kings, State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Hat-Barrels, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relatesto a barrel whichisar-
ranged to carry and support millinery, such
as the hats and bonnets used as an article of
dress by females.

The object of my invention is to provide a
strong and durable inclosure in which hats
and bonnets may be shipped as baggage or
by expressin considerable numbers and with-
out danger of damage to the material or the
arrangement of the material. _

Iprovidean inclosure having the arc-shaped
formation of a barrel, and I prefer to use a
barrel composed of staves, hoops, and heads
of the common and well-known form; but I
may use a barrel made of paper-pulp, paste-
board, or papier-méché, inall cases employing
an arc-shaped formation to give strength and
durability. The interior of this barrel is di-
vided into zones or sections each provided
with fixtures to which removable trays, sup-
ports, or supporting devices may be attached.
To provide means for fixing the trays in posi-
tion at points of varying diameter within the
barrel, I employ elastic supportsor extensible

cconnections for uniting the trays to such fixed

points. By thismeansany tray may be placed
in any zone or at any point within the bar-
rel. Inamodified form or arrangementthere
is a series of upright piecesor strips, to which
the trays are removably attached and which
are pressed by springs into engagement with
the sides of the interior of the barrel. By
this arrangement the series of trays may all
be removed or inserted at once oras a unitary
structure.

The accompanying drawings illustrate my
invention.

Figure 1 is a vertical cross-section of the
barrel, showing a series of spring-supported
trays. Fig.2 isa central cross-section. Fig.
3 shows a modified form of the means for

supporting the trays shown in Fig. 1. Fig.
4 shows a series of uprights or strips between
which the trays are located. Fig. 5 is a cen-
tral cross-section. TFig. 6 shows the strips
and trays removed from the barrel, and Fig.
7is a detail view of the spring and pin shown
in Figs. 3 to 6, inclusive.

In Fig. 1, b 1s a barrel such as is used in
transporting flour orsugar. It hasthecurved
staves united by hoops 7, and there is a cir-
cular sectional head 10 and a similar bottom
11. Within the barrel I screw hook-eyes, like
13, at corresponding points upon opposite
sides, and I provide a tray or disk #, of light
wood, on which I supporta volute wire form 7.
There are screw-eyes 14 on the tray ¢, and a
series of springs 12 are provided, which unite
the eyes 14 on the trays with the hooks 13 on
the inner wall of the barrel. This permits of
using a uniform-sized tray ¢ irrespective of
the diameter of the barrel, so that any tray
can be placed at any point and the springs 12
afford a yielding support for the pieces of mil-
linery, like 7#, which are supported on the vo-
lute form /. For convenience 1 call the dis-
tance between one tray and the next adjacent
tray a “‘zone,” and I assign one tray to each
zone,

In Fig. 3 the trays ¢ have fixed to their un-
der sides blocks 16, with conical openings like
a, Fig. 7. Pins p are fixed in the barrel, and
compression-springs 15 are placed on the pins.
This forms a somewhat more rigid support
than thespring12.  (Shown in Figs. 1 and 2.)

In Fig. 4 I show upright strips s, each bear-

ing aseriesof pinsp. The blocks 16 are fixed
to the trays¢, and the compression-springs 15
(see Fig. 7) are located between the strips s
and the blocks 16. I have shown three of
these strips s, and the action of the springs 15
is to force these strips outward into engage-
ment with points of support on the interior
walls of the barrel. By this arrangement of

the trays in a frame a series of specimens of
millinery, like 7, may be simultaneously in-
serted or removed with respect to the barrel,
and the described frame may be employed as
a support in other locations, as in a dressing-
room or other apartment.
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What T claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. The combmmtlon of a barl el, a frame con-
sisting of a series of vertical strips enoaormw
the inner wall of said barrel at points ot mini-
mum diameter, a series of trays and means
for holding the trays and strips in position
consisting of pins with the springs tending to
force sald strips into position.

2. A barrel for transporting hats or bon-
nets consisting of a series of curved staves
umted by a series of hoops and separable end
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walls, said barrel being divided into a plural-
ity of zones or sections, a carrier or support
within each zone or section, means for sup-
porting and retaining a hat or bonnet at or
near the center of such carrier or support and
resilient connecting devices uniting fixed
points within the barrel with fixed points on
said supports.
CORNELIA E. FUCIGNA.
Witnesses:
Taroport L. CUYLER, Jr.,
Wi A. Hayrs.
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