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Abstract Title: A coupling apparatus for connecting two drill pipe sections and a method of using same

(57) A coupling apparatus (1) and a method for connecting
two drill-pipe sections in a string (100) of drill-pipe
sections joined together by tool joints, the coupling
apparatus (1) comprising : - a first pipe (10) with a first
end portion (12) and a second end portion (14), the first
end portion (12) being provided with a tool joint (16) for
connection to a drill-pipe section; - a second pipe (20)
with a first end portion (22) and a second end portion
(24), the first end portion (22) being provided with a tool
joint (26) for connection to a drill-pipe section; each of the
second end portions (14, 24) of the pipes (10, 20) further
being provided with a flange (18, 28) provided with at
least two spaced-apart bores (30) which are each
arranged to receive a bolt (32) so that the flanges (18,
28) and the bolts (32) form a flange connection
configured to hold the first pipe (10) and the second pipe
(20) fixed against axial movement relative to each other,
each of the first pipe (10) and the second pipe (20) being
provided with a mutual engagement means (34) con—
figured to resist relative rotation thereof; and the bolts
(32) are configured to rupture on a predetermined axial
load.
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