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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 21(

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-17, 20-37, 40

The first group of claims describes a method and a
computer-readable medium carrying one or more sequences of
instructions to perform the method, comprising the following
steps:

storing change information about visual changes that occur
in a two-dimensional view of visual information;

receiving, from a user, first search criteria that
specifies:

a first region of interest within the view, and a visual
change; and

comparing the first search criteria against said change
information to identify a sequence of frames, within the
visual information, in which said visual change occurred
within said first region of interest.

The dependent claims present in this group seem to describe
different embodiments, each characterised by various
arbitrary search criteria, so that they represent different
user requirements.

The problem to be solved by the subject matter of these
claims seems to be how to provide a suitable user interface
for a video retrieval system, enabling specification of
different search criteria, according to user requirements.

2. claims: 18, 19, 38, 39
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 21

The second group of claims describes a method and a
computer-readable medium carrying one or more sequences of
instructions to perform the method, comprising the following
steps:

storing change information about visual changes that occur
in a two-dimensional view of visual information;

receiving, from a user, first search criteria that
specifies:

a first region of interest within the view, and a visual
change; and

comparing the first search criteria against said change
information to identify a sequence of frames, within the
visual information, in which said visual change occurred
within said first region of interest, wherein

comparing said first search criteria includes:

identifying a first set of video data change records based
on a second region within the view (or first time interval,
respectively), wherein:

a video data change record corresponds to a plurality of
frames of the visual information and includes change data
that indicates visual changes that were detected relative to
the corresponding plurality of frames, and

the second region includes said first region of interest and
is larger than said first region of interest; and

based on the first set of video data change records and said
first region, identifying a second set of video data change
records, wherein the change data of each video data change
record in the second set satisfies the first search
criteria.

The dependent claims present in this group seem to describe
two different spatial and temporal embodiments,
respectively.

The problem to be solved by the subject matter of these
claims seems to be how to provide a an efficient retrieval
algorithm in a video retrieval system.
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