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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that T, Lovis Srivo, a citizen

of the United States, and a vesident of

Clarksbnrg, in the county of Tlavrison and
State of West Virginia, have made certain
new and useful Tmprovements in Attach-
ments for Suit-Cases and the Like, of which
the following is a specilicalion,

My invention relates to devices for hrace-
ing suit cases and for preventing the spilling
of their contents, and it consists in the con-
stractions, combinations and wrrangements
herein described and elained.

An object of my invention is to provide a
device by means of which that portion of the
suit case, upon which the lock s situated,
may be effectually braced, so that when.the
lock is sprung together, it may have a re-
sisting part which prevents the bending of
the side of the case and, hence, the failure of
the lock to work.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a brace which, when in position, serves
as a means of vetaining the contents of the
suit case, thereby obviating the necessity of
the straps ordinarily used for this purpose.

A further object of my invention 8 to
provide a device of simple construction and
small cost Lo manufacture, which can be ap-
plied to a suib case in the process of manu-
facture of the latter, and which, while add-
ing to the value of the case, is of light
weight, and takes up very little room,

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a deviee ol the naturve stated, which is
adjustable, and which, therefore, may be
used with eases of different sizes.

Other objects and advantages will ap-
pear in the following specification and the
novel features of the “device will bo particu-
larly pointeid out in the appended elaims, -

\iv invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, forwing part of this ap:
plication, in which similar reference char-
acters indicate lile parts in the several
views, and in wlxi(fh—-«

Figure 1 is u plan view of a portion of a
suit case showing my n]mmd bracing
member in ope mtmn, Fig. @ transverse
section through the suit case and bracing

isa

member, Mg, 3 is a perspective view of “l(,.

bracing member and the latch member, Iig.
4 is a perspective view showing a fnodified
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form, Fig. 4 i< a longitudinal seetion through
the modified form shown in g, 4, Fig, 6 1s
@ section showing the locking mechanism
for the adjustable brace member, and Fig, 7
is a perspective view showing the bolt.

As is well known, most suit cases are pro-
vided with a ~|nmsz lock on the outer por-
tion of one side. The manner of using the
lock 18 to press down the cover ‘munst the
cide until the portions of the lock engage
cacli other and are Tatehed.
the cover upon the side (ends to break down
the side, and after a few woeeks of use, the
stde is either hroken, or else it is bent so far
ot of shape that the lock will not work
casily. 2
_ As stated above, it is the object of this
invention to " prov]rk a bracing member
swhich will obviate the defects note(i above,
and it \\1” be understood that in the use of
the term “sides,” I intend to include any of
the inclosing members such as the top or
bottomn and ends.

In careying out my invention, I make use
of an ordinary suit case. such as that shown
at Ao On the inside of the case, T place a
metul plate B (see Mg, 3). This plate is
cinrved toward its top at b to fik the contour
of the suit ease A, The plate B constitutes
a ]):l('liill;_{' for the lock C. The plate BB is
hinged af nnv end to the brace strip D (see
Fig. 3). "This brace strip has a laterally ex-
tending portion It whicl is beld in position
by means of an inclined brace member I
The opposite end of the brace member has
laterally extending flange (3, which is pro-
vided with a stamped ridge portion ¢.

On the inside of the sait case, Imuwedi-
ately opposite the member B, T secure a Iatch
member II. This is of a U-shaped form, as
shown in Tig. 3, and is provided with a
stamped poz'hon /1, which constitutes a lock-
ing lug, and is adapted to engage the ridge
I7i of the brace member 1.

Trom the forégoing deseription of the va
ripus parvts of the dev ice,
of may be readily nmler e od.

The member 13 is secared to the qlde of
the case by weans of rivets or any oiher suife
able way.  As will be seen from Fig. 2, when
the end of the Hange G is pualwd down-
wardly the ridge g engages behind the lug 4,
s0 ag to l()(‘l flie brace in position.: Now_

the operation there-.
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when the cover ¥ is closed the latch member
(’ may be pushed downwardly upon the
Tock member C and the brace I will serve to
form a resisting member which will keep the
lock member € in position.  When the cover
is raised the member D will serve to keep the
clothes or other articles in the suit case, in
their proper place thereby dispensing with
the straps usually necessary for holding
these articles in place.

Tn Figs. 4 and 3, T have shown 2 modified
form of the device. In these figures the

brace member consists of two braces D’ and

D2 The brace D is provided with turned-
over flanges d’, and these flanges engage the
brace member D? so as to form a run-way
for the latter. Both of the brace members
D’ and D? are provided with registering
slots 8, through which a bolt T is adapted
to extend. The balt is provided with a wing
nut W. The slots are approximately a half
inch apart. It will be seen that the bolt P
may be placed in any one of the slots and
the wing nut W may be turned so as to
clamp one of the brace members to the other.
By removing the bolt and extending the
members, a longer brace may he made, or.by
reversing the operation a'shorter brace may
be made as desived. The adjustable feature
renders the brace available for suit cases of
rarious sizes.

While, T have shown particular forms of
1

“the deviee, it will be apparent that other

45
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forms of the deviee hased upon the same

Feneral iden might be made, but T consider
as my own all such modifications as fairly

. 1,001,563

fall within the spirit and the scope of the
invention.

T claim—

1. In a bracing device fot the sides of suit
cases, a plate, secuved to one side of the suit
cuse, a brace member hinged to said plate
and provided with 2 flange and a latch mem-
ber secured to the opposite side of said suit
case and adapted to hold said brace member.

9. In a bracing device for the sides of suit
cases having a spring lock, a plate secured to
the inside of the suit case and registering
with said lock, a brace member hinged to
said plate and provided with a lateral flange
and a latch member secured on the inner
side of gaid suit case and adapted to engage
said lateral flange for holding said bracing
member in position. _

3. In a bracing deviee for the sides of suit
cases having a spring lock, a plate secured to
the inside of the suit case and registering
with said lock, a bracing member pivotally
secured to said plate and provided with
enrved flanges, a movable bracing member
adapted to slide on said first named bracing
member between said curved flanges, means
for adjustably securing said bracifig mem-
bers together and a latch member secured to
the inner side of said suit case opposite said
plate and adapted to engage said movable
bracing member for holding the same.

LOUIS SPIRO.

Witnesses:
S Ta AL SranLeY,
Sorow C. I{miox.
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