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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOHN SWIGERT, a eiti-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Blanchester, in the county of Clinton and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Attachments for
Hames; and I do hereby declare the following
tobe a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
hames, the object of which is to provide an
improved attachment for hames whereby the
hame-tug or trace-chain may be held in en-
gagement with a fixture carried by the hame,
so-as to prevent vertical movement of the
trace-chain or tug afterit has been adjusted;
and the invention consists in providing the
hame clip or staple adjacent to the edge of
the hame or plate through which the staple
passes with a spring-bar which is bent so as
to form at one end an eye which engages with
one of the arms of the staple or clip and at
the other end with a hook, so that when said
spring-bar is secured to the bame clip or
staple it will prevent the trace-chain or tug
from becoming disengaged from the notches
of the hame-clip.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a front
elevation of a hame provided with a elip con-
structed in accordance with my invention.
Fig.2 is an end view showing the retaining-
bar in engagement with the main clip in full
lines and in dotted lines asswungto one side.

A designates the hame, which may be of

.ordinary construction, and to the same is at-

tached a hame clip or staple B, having re-
cesses b, within which the loop portion of the
fixture attached to the hame-tug is adapted
to lie, or one of the links of the chain when a
trace-chain is used. Tothe upper inwardly-
projecting member ¢ of the hameelip or staple
is pivotally secured a spring-bar C, the up-
per end of which is formed into an eye
which embraces the inwardly-projecting por-
tion of the clip or staple, and the lower end
of the spring bar or plate is formed into a
hook which engages with the lower inward-
ly-projecting member ¢’ of the hame-clip.

When the spring-bar is swung upwardly, the
tug or trace-chain may be adjusted or placed
in any of the notches in the hame clip or
staple, and when the hook on the end of the
spring-baris caused to engage with the hame
clip or staple the trace-chain or tug will be
held in position.

It will be noted that the spring-bar is flat
and that the central portion of the same is
bent so that the outer edge thereof will lie
centrally opposite the projecting portions ad-
jacent to the recess in the vertical portion
of the clip or staple and that the end of the
spring-bar is bent down to form a conven-
ient grasping portion.

I am aware that prior to my invention it
has been proposed to provide hames with de-
vices with which the hooks to which the
traces are attached engage and are held in
engagement by bars or plates, and I do not
claim such construction broadly; but

WhatIdoclaim as new,and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In combination with a hame, a staple B,
secured thereto, the inner side of the con-
necting portionof said staple having notches
or recesses with which the tug-eye is adapt-
ed toengage,and a flat spring-bar having one
end bent around one member of the staple
and the other end formed into a hook to en-
gage the other member of the staple, sub-
stantially as shown, and for the purpose set
forth.

2. In combination with a hame, a staple
having recesses, the projecting portions be-
tweensaid recesses extending toward the body
portion of the hame a sufficient distance to pro-
vide a space between the hame and projecting
portions in which the eye of the tug can move,
and.a flat spring-bar pivotally attached to
one of the side members of the stapleand pro-
vided with a hook whichis adapted to engage
with the other side member, the portion of the
flat bar between the eye and hook being
bent so as to be located between the body
portion of the hame and the forwardly-pro-
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jecting portions of the staple, substantially -

as shown, and for the purpose set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
JOHN SWIGERT.
Witnesses:
P. A. SNYDER,
JAMES M. WATKINS.




