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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN W. BEARDSLEY AND ELTON E. FOLTS, OF KANE, PENNSYLVANIA, 

KNIFE, 

988,068. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Mar. 28, 1911. 
Application filed February 23, 1910. Serial No. 545,376, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, JoHN W. BEARDs 

LEY and ELTON E. FoLTs, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Kane, in the 
county of McKean and State of Pennsyl 
vania, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Knives, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to pocket knives 

and chiefly to that variety of pocket knives 
known as locking knives, the blade thereof 
being locked open by the spring back. 
This invention also contemplates the con 

struction of a knife of this type and char 
acter wherein the spring back has a double 
bearing upon the shank of the knife when 
the same is closed, which bearing tends to 
retain the knife in a closed position, and 
raise the edge thereof from the back to pre 
vent the dulling thereof. 
A further object of this invention is to 

apply the same to a knife wherein a plural 
ity of blades are used in such a manner that 
only a single locking element, that is, a 
spring back is necessary. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

this invention consists of the construction, 
combination and arrangement of 
as hereinafter more fully described, claimed 
and illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a central longitudinal Section 
of a knife illustrating the present invention 
as adapted for use in connection with a sin 
gle blade; Fig. 2 is a similar view of a modi 
fication thereof setting forth the construc 
tion of a knife provided with a plurality of 
blades; Fig. 3 is likewise a central longitu 
dinal section illustrating the position of the 
blades when closed; Fig. 4 is a perspective 
view of the spring lock back. 

Reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, 10 indicates the handle portion of 
a knife constructed in the usual manner, 
having pivoted therebetween at one extrem 
ity the knife blade 11, and provided with 
the butt block 14 at the opposite extremity 
thereof. This butt block is provided adja 
cent the back of the knife with a recess 15, 
said recess forming the shoulder on the in 
terior of the butt block. 
The shank 13 of the knife is provided 

with a notch 12 in one side thereof and a de 
pression 21 oppositely disposed thereto, said 
recess forming a projecting shoulder of the 
lug 24. This construction of the shank of 

parts all. 

the knife coöperates with the peculiar for 
mation of the spring lock back for attain 
ing one of the objects of the present inven 
tion, that is, to provide a double pressure on 
the shank for retaining the same within the 
handle portions when the knife is closed and 
Supporting the latter from the back. 
The spring lock back 16 is of a peculiar 

formation, being provided at the extremity 
thereof adjacent the butt block 14 with the 
outwardly extending projection 17, said pro 
jection forming a means whereby pressure 
may be exerted on the back to release the 
knife blade 11 when the same is locked in an 
open position. The back 16 is pivoted be 
tween the handle portions 10 by the rivet 
18 centrally disposed with respect to the 
length of said back and is the securing 
means thereof. The back 16 is split directly 
under the finger piece 17 from the extrem 
ity inwardly, after which it is bent out 
Wardly and tempered in this position, thus 
forming the outwardly curved spring which, 
when the back rests in its normal position, 
bears against the shoulder of the recess 15 
formed in the butt block 14. The forward 
extremity of the back 16 is provided with an 
inwardly extending lug 19 which, when the 
knife blade is open is engaged in the recess 
12 of the shank 13, thereby locking the knife 
in said position. The body portion of the 
back is reduced at 25 adjacent said lock, 
forming a sloping surface which coöperates 
with the shoulder or projection 24 of the 
shank. Attention is directed to the advan 
tages derived from this construction of the 
back 16. When the knife is closed as is set 
forth in Fig. 3, the lug 19 bears against the 
extremity of the shank while the depressed 
portion 25 of the back operates against the 
projection 24, thus Supporting the knife from 
the back, exerting a double pressure thereon 
to retain the same within the handle and 
supply a means whereby the back 16 rests 
flush with the edges of the handle portion 
when the knife is closed. 

Referring to the modification set forth 
in Figs. 2 and 3, the means for locking the 
forward blade 11 is exactly similar to that 
illustrated in Fig. 1, the lug 19 engaging in 
the recess 12'. However, the blade 26 is piv 
oted in the opposite extremity of the handle 
portions to that occupied by the blade 11, 
the shank 22 thereof being constructed simi 
lar to the shank of the blade 11. This shank 
is provided with an angular recess 23 which 
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is adapted to be engaged by the inwardly 
extending lug 29 carried at the terminal of 
the spring 20. The butt 15 extends only 
a portion of the width or depth of the 
handle, consequently permitting the blade 
26 to Swing freely, and a transverse pin 27 
is located under the spring 20 and bear's 
against the Same. 
From the foregoing description, it will 

readily be seen that upon exerting a pres 
sure on the finger piece 17, the extremity 
thereof carrying the same will be depressed 
about the fulcrum 18, causing the forward 
extremity to be raised, and as a result the 
lug 19 will be removed from the recess 12 
thus raising the knife blade and permitting 
the same to be closed. 

In the modification, the operation is simi 
lar as regards the blade 11, while the blade 
26 is released by the pin 27 bearing against 
the spring and raising the lug 29 fi'om en 
gagement with the recess 23, said pin acting 
as a fulcrum for said spring. 

Having thus fully described our invention, 
what is claimed as new is: 

1. In a knife, a handle, a plurality of 
blades pivoted in said handle, a recess formed 
in one side of the shank of each blade, a 
spring lock back pivoted centrally in Said. 
handle, having at One extremity thereof an 
inWardly projecting lug adapted to engage 
the recess in one of the blades, and at its 
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opposite terminal an integrally formed 
spring having an inwardly projecting lug at 
the terminal thereof adapted to engage the 
1'ecess in the shank of the remaining blade, 
and means whereby said last named lug may 
be released from Said last named blade when 
a pressure is applied to the main body por 
tion of the back directly above Said spring. 

2. In a knife, a handle, a plurality of 
blades pivoted in said handle, a recess formed 
in one side of the shank of each blade, a 
spring lock back pivoted centrally in said 
handle, having at One extremity thereof an 
inwardly projecting lug adapted to engage 
the recess in one of the blades, and at its 
opposite terminal an integrally formed 
Spring having an inwardly projecting lug at 
the terminal thereof adapted to engage the 
recess in the shank of the remaining blade, 
and a pressure pivot located below said 
spring adapted to release said last named 
blade from the free terminal of said spring 
when pressure is exerted on the body por 
tion of the back directly above said spring. 

In testimony whereof we affix our signa 
tures in presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN W. BEARDSLEY. 
ELTON E. FOLTS. 

Witnesses: 
CHAS. G. HUBBARD, 
C. W. GILLIS. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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