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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 470,147, dated March 1, 1892.
Application Bled May 21,1891, Serial No. 393,611, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known thatI, GEORGE D. STRAYER, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
East Stroudsburg, in the county of Monroe

‘and State of Pennsylvania, haveinvented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Bail-
Ears and Cover-Fasteners; and I do declare
thefollowing to be a full, clear, and éxact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to whieh it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
of reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a vertical longi-
tudinal section of the can and bail-ear and
fastener, and Figs. 2 and 3 are perspective
views of the bail-ear and fastener.

This invention has relation to certain im-
provements in bail-ears, the object being to
provide a simple deviece of this character
which will serve to hold the cover of a pail or
vessel in place.

The invention consists in the novel
struction, as hereinafter set forth.

In theaccompanying drawings, illustrating
the invention and the manner of its applica-
tion, the letter A designates a pail or vessel,
which may be of any form, and B the cover
therefor, C and D represent the respective
ears attached thereto and embodying my in-
vention. The ear C may be of any suitable
form and has a horn or projection ¢, extend-
ing inwardly therefrom and adapted to en-
gage one end of the rim b of the cover for the
purpose of holding it down to its place against
displacement from any ordinary cause in con-
nection with the ear D. Saidear D hasaslot
d therein, in which is placed a spring-piece F,
secured at one end to the ear and- having a
shoulder or bent portion f, which engages the
rim of the cover at the opposite end or side

con-

from the ear C. The free end of the spring
may be formed into a thumb-plate ¢, by press-

ing which the shoulder or bent portion f is 43

withdrawn from engagement with the cover,
permitting its removal. The spring F is se-
cured to the upwardly-extending arm of the
ear just below the bail-receiving aperture, its

bowed portion resting in theslot d. Theup- 50

wardly-extending portion of the ear having
the engaging shoulder stands nearly parallel
with the attached portion. It will be appar-
ent that the action of the bowed portion will

be to éxpand or spread, throwing the shoul- 53

der firmly into engagement with the cover.

Having described this invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A bail-ear comprising the perforated 6o

plate-like attaching portion, provided with
outwardly upwardly-extending arm, a slot or
recess between said plate portion and said
arm, and a spring-piece secured to said arm

near the upper portion of the samne and hav- 65

ing a looped or bow portion lying in said re-
cess, and a portion nearly. parallel with the
said portion provided with an angularshoul-
der and with a thumb-plate, substantially as
specified.

2. A pail or vessel having secured at one
side a bail-ear having an integral projection
adapted to engage the cover and atthe oppo-
siteside an ear D, having a slot therein, and a
spring-piece held in said slot and secured at
one end to said ear, its free end having the
inwardly-bent shoulder and the thumb-plate,
substantially as specified.

Intestimony whereof Iaffixmy signature in
presence of two witnesses. ‘

GEORGE D. STRAYER.

Witnesses: :
A. W. LODER,

JOHN LODER.
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