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This invention relates to envelope openers of 
the type wherein a sliding blade is moved over 
one edge of an envelope to be opened, cutting 
away a portion of the envelope to permit the 
contents of the envelope to be readily removed. 
An important object of the invention is to 

provide an opener of this character which will 
Cut aWay Only a Small portion of the envelope 
Without danger of cutting the letter or contents 
of the envelope, as frequently happens when 
cutting envelopes open with scissors. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide an envelope opener including a blade so 
Supported on a guide rail that it may be tilted, 
So that either end of the blade may taken a posi 
tion to cut the envelope, as the blade is moved 
through the envelope. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a blade and a carrier for supporting the 
blade, the carrier being movable to force the 
blade downwardly, with means for limiting such 
dOWinWard movement of the carrier and blade. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view 

which will appear as the description proceeds, 
the invention consists of certain novel details 
of construction and combinations of parts here 
inafter more fully described and pointed out in 
the claim, it being understood that changes may 
be made in the construction and arrangement of 
parts without departing from the spirit of the 
invention as claimed. 

Referring to the drawing: 
Figure i is a perspective view of an envelope 

opener constructed in accordance with the in 
vention. 

Fig. 2 is a fragmental enlarged elevational 
view partly broken away, illustrating the blade 
carrier of the opener. 

Fig. 3 is a Sectional view taken on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 2. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the base of 
the opener is indicated generally by the refer 
ence character 5 and is provided with the groove 
6 formed in the upper surface thereof and dis 
posed longitudinally of the base in parallel spaced 
relation with one edge of the base. 

Rising from the upper surface of the base 5 
and disposed between the groove 6 and adjacent 
edge of the base 5, is the rail 7 which is provided 
With the elongated opening 8 located longitudi 
nally of the base, 
This rail provides a support for the blade 

carrier 9 which is of a U-shaped construction in 
croSS Section, as providing side members O and 
l, which fit on opposite sides of the rail 7, the 
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2 
rail 7 acting as a guide for the blade carrier 
9 to insure the proper movement of the carrier 
over the base when in operation. 
The side member 10 is recessed providing a 

Space for the reception of the blade 2, which 
is of a size to fit within the recessed portion of 
the member to with its cutting edge 3 extended 
below the lower edge of the side member f0, as 
clearly shown by Fig. 3 of the drawing. 

It will be seen that the cutting edge 3 of said 
blade operates directly above the groove 6 in the 
base. 
The blade 2 is held in the recessed portion of 

the side member 0, by means of the plate 4 
that exactly fits within the recessed portion, the 
plate 4 and side members to and , as well as 
the blade 2, being provided with aligning open 
ings to receive the Securing bolt 5, the reduced 
end 6 of the bolt passing through the openings 
of the plate 4 and the blade 2. A nut 7, which 
is threaded on the reduced end 6 of the bolt 5, 
provides means for drawing the plate 4 into 
close engagement with the blade 2, securing the 
blade in position. 
The reference character 8 indicates a leaf 

spring which has curved ends 9 that rest against 
the upper serface of the rail T, as shown by Fig. 
2 of the drawing, the leaf spring being curved 
and Secured within the blade carrier by the screw 
20. Extending into the blade carrier 9, are the 
adjustable stops 2, which are threaded in open 
ings formed in the carrier 9 and operated or 
adjusted to regulate the movements of the blade 
carrier when being tilted, from a point exteriorly 
of the carrier. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that due to 

this construction, the carrier is normally held in 
a true horizontal position by the action of the 
Spring 8, and when the carrier is to be operated 
to open an envelope, pressure is directed to the 
top of the carrier adjacent to one end thereof 
So that the trailing end of the blade 2 will be 
depressed to Operate below the front end of the 
carrier, so that a true shearing action of the blade 
Will be insured, to evenly cut the envelope, as the 
carrier is moved longitudinally of the rail. 
With this device, either end of the carrier may 

be depressed SO that the device may be operated 
by left-handed persons, as well as right-handed 
persons, without moving the base. 

It will be further noted that when depressing 
one end of the carrier, the stop 2 of the depressed 
end of the carrier, will contact the spring 8 and 
limit the downward movement of the carrier to 
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prevent damage of the blade by contact with the 
base. 
From the foregoing it is believed that the con 

struction and operation of the envelope opening 
device will be obvious and that further descrip 
tive matter is unnecessary. 

Having, thus described the invention, what is 
claimed is:... . . . aur S. is . .';... is tes, , An envelope opener comprising a base having 3. 
groove in the upper surface thereof disposed 
longitudinally of the base, a rail rising from the 
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with the groove, said rail having, alongitudinally 
elongated opening extending E.g. e 
through, a carrier slidably mounted on the rail, 
said carrier having a recess extending inwardly 
from one edgethereof, said recess being substan 
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tially deeper than the height of the rail, a leaf 
spring secured within the recess intermediate the 
ends of the spring with the ends of the spring rest ing on the upperedge of the rail, a bolt extending 
through the carrier at a point intermediateth 
nd 

carrier at a point - - - -is: 
said bolt being slidable in the open 

ing of the rail, securing the carrier to the rail 
providing a pivot for the carrier, said spring indir:- 
mally holding the carrier in a horizontal posi 
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4. 
tion on said rail, a cutting blade mounted on the 
carrier extending beyond the lower edge of the 
carrier, directly over said groove, said carrier 
adapted to be tilted downwardly at either end 
moving the blade into contact with an article po 
Sitioned thereunder, cutting the article, and ad 
justable stopsingunted 9n the garrier at each end 
thereof, said stops extending into the recess of is the carrièreligageable With the operstrface of 
said rail, limiting the tilting movement of said 
carrier. 

VICTOR. M. BRDY. 
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