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Be it known that I, NETTIEILLOWAY, a citi 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

NETTIE ILLOWAY, OF CINCINNATI, OHIO. 

PANT's CUP. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of letters Patent No. 377,306, dated January 31, 1888. 
Application filed April 12, 1887. 

To all, whon, it may concern: 
Zen of the United States, residing at Cincin 
nati, in the county of Hamilton and State of 
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Paint-Cups, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying drawings. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved cup. Fig. 2 is a central vertical sec 
tion of a modification. Fig. 3 is a detached 
view of the scrubbing-floor. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

cheap convenient contrivance adapted to fa 
cilitate the cleaning of paint-brushes; and to 
this end it consists in certain novel features of 
construction, combination, and arrangement 
of parts, which will be hereinafter fully ex plained. 

Like reference-letters indicate like parts in all the figures. 
A is the body of the cup, and A the handle, 

which parts may be made of tin, other sheet 
metal, or of any suitable material. There may 
be a cover adapted to fit tightly and hinged to 
the top of the cup or to the handle, as may be preferred. 
B is a wire ring or hoop attached to the in 

ner wall or side of the cup, preferably by sol 
dering at a number of points, as indicated at 
b b. This ring is preferably of slightly less 
diameter than the inside of the cup, and is so 
Soldered to it as to leave a narrow annular 
space between the ring and the cup, except at 
the points where it is soldered. 
C c represent a number of hangers, having 

at their upper end hooks c, adapted to take 
hold of the ring B and be supported thereon. 
D d is the scrubbing floor, inade preferably, 

as indicated, of a wire net-work, the outer ends 
of the wires being soldered to a metal ring or 
hoop, d. The scrubbing-floor is attached to 
the lower ends of the hangers C c, and is sup 
ported thereby at a short distance from the 
bottom a of the cup, whereby there is provided 
a space between the floor and the bottom of the 
Cup adapted to receive turpentine. 
E is a drying-bar having at its ends hookse, 

adapted to take hold of the ring IB. In prac 
tice I propose to bend the ends of the hooks e 
after they have been placed over the ring, so 
as to form them into eyes, which will prevent 
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accidental separation of these parts. It Will 
be understood that the presence of this drying 
bar renders it impossible to remove the scrub 
bing-floor by lifting it directly out of the cup 
so long as the floor is in a plane parallel to that 
of the bottom of the cup, but can be readily 
taken out in a tilted position. 
The construction shown in Figs. 1 and 2 is 

such as facilitates this tilting, it being appa 
rent that the short hangers of Fig. 1 Will per 
mit such operation without difficulty, while in 
that shown in Fig.2 there is really no obstacle 
in the way of turning the floor up into a ver 
tical position before taking it out. 
F is a detachable soap-holder having upon 

one side a hook, bracket, or clasp, f, adapted 
to engage with a loop, or its equivalent, upon 
the inside of the cup in such manner as to Sup 
port the soap-holder firmly against any strain 
which will be ordinarily put upon it in use. 
The bottom of this soap-holder may be closed, 
as shown in Fig. 1, or perforated, as shown at 
f', Fig. 2; and while I prefer to connect it to 
the cup by detachable fastenings, such as are 
above referred to, I do not wish to be limited 
thereby, because the construction of the other 
parts of the device is such that both the dry 
ing-bar E and the soap-holder may be rigidly 
attached to the cup, while at the same time 
the scrub-floor can be readily removed When 
desired to facilitate cleaning the cup, or for 
other purposes. 
By preference I make the hangers with eyes 

c" at their lower ends, thus forming flexible 
connections between the hangers and the scrub 
bing-floor. Therefore the means which I have 
adopted in Fig. 1 for supporting the upper 
ends of the hangers--to wit, the hooks c and 
the ring B of less diameter than the cup, to 
provide an annular space for the open ends of 
the hook to enter and clasp the ring-are very 
advantageous in the carrying out of my inven 
tion, because, among other things, the method 
which I have adopted of supporting the floor 
from the ring B by means of short hangers 
with hooks at their upper ends (there being 
preferably three hangers) enables me to tilt 
the scrubbing-floor about one of the hooks as 
a center, and thus take it out of the cup by an 
edgewise movement without its coming in con 
tact with either the drying-bar or a soap-box 
occupying the same position as the drying 
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bar. Nor do I wish to be limited to the means 
herein shown for either supporting the bar E 
in position or the scrub-floor, because many 
modifications will readily suggest themselves 
to any skilled mechanic. - 
I am aware of Patent No. 323,420, C. M. 

Hills, and do not claim anything therein 
shown; but my invention differs radically 
from that shown in that patent, because, among 
other things, it is impossible in that pot to use 
a horizontal drying-bar arranged transversely 
of the pot and permanently connected thereto 
above the perforated bottom, it being appa 
rent that the presence of such bar would pre 
vent the removal of the perforated bottom and 
the cup C, to which the bottom is attached; 
whereas, by reason of my scrubbing-floor be 
ing suspended upon hangers, of which three 
only are necessary, the skeleton structure thus 

very differently 
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produced is removable, notwithstanding the 
presence of the drying-bar. Again, the scrub 
bing-floor in the form of a skeleton made of 
wires attached at their ends to a ring operates 

from the Hills sheet-metal 
floor or bottom, which is perforated with fine 
holes of such size and at such distances apart 
as to practically prevent thrusting the bristles 
of the brush through the bottom, because in 
my scrubbing-floor so small a portion of its 
surface is occupied by the wires that it is 
effective in scraping the paint from the bris 
tles as they are swept backward and forward 
over the wires. Again, the ring B differs 
radically from the flange B of Hills in that, 
among other things, it enables meto use hooked 
hangers of flexible wire, the ends of the hooks 
passing down between the ring and the side of 
the cup, thus holding the scrubbing - floor 
firmly in position, while at the same time the 

flexibility of the hangers facilitates the removal 40 
of the floor from the cup. For instance, as in 
Fig. 2, the side of the cup might be made of 
two diameters, as at G. H., with an offset or 
shoulder at g, upon which to rest the floor. 
What I claim is - 
1. In a cup for cleaning paint-brushes, the 

combination, with the body of the cup, of the 
skeleton wire scrub-floor supported above the 
bottom of the cup, and the drying-bar above . 
the skeleton floor, substantially as set forth. 50 

2. In a cup for cleaning paint-brushes, the 
combination, with the body of the cup, of the 
skeleton wire scrubbing-floor, and the suspend 
ing hangers provided with hooks at their up 
per ends, whereby the scrubbing floor is 
adapted to be tilted edgewise to facilitate re 
moval from the cup, substantially as set forth. 

3. In a cup for cleaning paint-brushes, the 
combination, with the body of the Cup, of the 
ring B, of less diameter than the cup, the skele 
ton wire scrubbing-floor, and the hangers at 
tached to the floor and provided at their up 
per ends with hooks engaging with the ring, 
substantially as set forth. s 

4. In a cup for cleaning paint-brushes, the 
combination, with the body of the cup, of the 
soap-holder attached to the inner side thereof, 
the drying-bar, and the skeleton wire Scrub. 
bing-floor supported below the soap:Cup, and 
the drying-bar, substantially as set forth, and 70 
adapted to be tilted edgewise for removal. 
In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. - 
NETTIE ILLOWAY. 
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Witnesses: 
BENNo C. ROTHS, 
EMIT, ROTHS. 

  


