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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, WALTER A. BAISLEY 

and CHARLES. W. DECKER, of Los Angeles, in 

O 
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45 

the county of Los Angeles and State of Cali 
fornia, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in a Combined Pruning Imple 
ment and Fruit-Picker, of which the following 
is a full, clear, and exact description, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, which form a part of this application. 
Our invention relates to improvements in 

combined pruning implements and fruit-pick 
ers, whereby when the stem of the fruit is sev 
ered from the branch the stem is firmly held 
until the jaws of the pruning implement have 
been opened by the spring when the pressure. 
of the hand is released; and our invention 
consists in certain features of novelty here 
inafter described and claimed. 

Figure I represents a plan view showing 
the jaws open in full lines and closed in dot 
ted lines. Fig. II represents the reverse side 
to Fig. I. Fig. III is an edge view. Fig. IV 
is a transverse section taken on line IV IV, 
Figs. II and III. Fig. W is a perspective of 
the picker-jaw and its support. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents the 
cutting-jaw of the implement, said jaw hav 
ing a cutting edge 2 and an operating-handle3. 
4 represents the non-cutting jaw, having a 

concave face 5 and an operating-handle 6. 
The jaws 1 4 are pivoted to each other by a 
pin 7. 

S 9 represent fiat springs secured to the 
inner side of the handles 36, the inner end 
of the spring 8 being slightly curved at 10 and 
resting against the face of the spring 9, said 
springs serving to open the jaws when the 
hand-pressure is released on the handles. 

11 represents a segmental picker-jaw hav 
ing an outer Serrated convex face 12, said jaw 
being pivoted by a pin 13 to one leg 14 of a 
yoke 15. The yoke 15 is also provided with 
an additional leg 16. The spring 9 is provided 
with an extension 17, which extends along 
the rear edge of the cutting-jaw and conforms 
to the contour of the same, the yoke 15 being 
located at the end of the extension and being 
an integral part of the same. The legs 1416 
of the yoke 15 extend from the rear on each 
side of the cutting-jaw 1, the leg 14 serving 

as a support for the picker-jaw 11 and the leg 
16 serving as a guide to hold the side of the 
picker-jaw in close contact with the side of 
the cutting-jaw. 
The lower end of the picker-jaw is provided 

with a cam-shaped smooth surface 18. 
The operation is as follows: When the jaws 

are in their open position, the face of the 
picker-jaw extends beyond the edge 2 of the 6o 
cutting-jaw, and as the jaws are forced to 
gether by pressure on the handles the non 
cutting jaw first comes in contact with the 
cam-shaped surface 18 of the picker-jaw, 
throwing the picker-jaw into line with the 65 
non-cutting jaw. Then as the jaws are forced 
still closer together the concave face of the 
non-cutting jaw comes in contact with the 
serrated convex face of the picker-jaw, firmly 
grasping the stem or other objectitisintended to 
to sever, and at the same time the face of the 
picker-jaw is forced back in line with the cut 
ting edge 2 of the jaw 1, at which time the 
stem is severed. (See dotted lines, Fig. I.) 
Then by allowing the jaws to open the stem 75 
is released. The free end of the spring 8, 
resting against the back of spring 9, to which 
the picker-jaw is pivoted, serves to add to the 
resistance to backward pressure of the picker 
jaw, thus causing the stem to be firmly held 8o 
until the pressure on the springs is released 
by releasing the pressure on the handles. 
We have described our device as a fruit 

picker; but of course it is adapted for ordi 
nary pruning, and especially for pruning 85 
vines, rose-bushes, berry-bushes, &c., where 
it is desired to withdraw the severed portion 
without having to use the other hand for that 
purpose. . 
We claim as our invention 
1. The combination with a pruning imple 

ment having severing-jaws, of a movable 
picker-jaw having a pivoted support inde 
pendent of the severing-jaws, a portion of its 
face serrated and a portion having a smooth 95 
cam-shaped surface, substantially assetforth. 

2. The combination with a pruning imple 
ment having a cutting-jaw and a non-cutting 
jaw, of a spring having a yoke passing to each 
side of the cutting-jaw but not connected with Ioo 
the same and a picker-jaw pivoted to said 
yoke, substantially as set forth. 
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3. The combination with a pruning imple-serye as a guide, a leg adapted for a support, ment having a cuttingjay and a non-cutting and a picker jaw pivoted to the supporting 
jaw with suitable handles in connection there leg, substantially as set forth. 
with, of flat springs having their outeriends WALTER A, BAISLEY. 
secured to the handles, the free end of one it W. DECKE of the springs resting against the opposite 
spring, a yoke on the Outer end of the oppo- : . . . . . . . . 
site spring, said yoke having a leg adapted to | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | || | | | | | | 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  


