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[57] ABSTRACT

A reusable greeting card formed of a single-folded sheet
having the greeting message provided on the upper
portion of the card. The sheet is vertically foided and
has at least one removable first sender’s signature sec-
tion extending across the bottom of the card and at-
tached to the card by a frangible section. A second
signature section is provided above the frangible area,
thus allowing the card to be reused upon removal of the
first signature section. Different size envelopes are pro-
vided with the card one of which is sized to receive the
card only after removal of the first signature portion.

12 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets

14b




U.S. Patent Sep. '3, 1991 Sheet 1 of 2 Re. 33,680

t ~ h
' }mn
30

FRFORATION,

38—

_TEA ML CARD AT P,




Re. 33,680

Sheet 2 of 2

Sep. 3, 1991

U.S. Patent

i

=

7
\\
M

i



Re. 33,680

1
REUSABLE GREETING CARD

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made
by reissue.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Recent trends in the greeting card market have seen
the increased size, elaborateness and cost of greeting
cards for special occasions. Whereas, formerly it was
the practice to purchase low cost cards for special occa-
sions such as Christmas, St. Valentine’s Day, Easter and
other widely celebrated occasions and mail such cards
to a large number of acquaitences and friends, it has
more recently become the practice to send greeting
cards to only a selected few individuals on special occa-
sions. Furthermore, the fourfold increase in the cost of
postage in the last decade has made the mailing of cards
to a substantial number of persons prohibitively expen-
sive.

This trend has been evidenced by the marketing of
highly decorative and enlarged, more costly greeting
cards for special occasions. These highly elaborate,
decorative and more costly greeting cards which are
mailed on special occasions have become sufficiently
valuable to make it worthwhile to the recipient to con-
sider ways or means of reusing the card for mailing
again to another intended recipient on a future special
occasion. This idea is particularly attractive on the
occasion of the anniversary of the original receipt of the
card for a recurring special occasion. However, in
order to reuse the greeting card, it is socially necessary
to remove the indicia of the original sender in order that
subsequent recipients will not be aware that the card has
been reused by the immediate sender.

1t has thus been desired to find a way or means of
providing a space for the signature of the immediate
sender of the greeting card and provide for the removal
of the signature by the recipient for enabling the recipi-
ent to reuse the card. In particular, it has been desired to
find a way to make a reusable card with a removable
signature feature which is not readily apparent or par-
ticularly noticeable.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention comprises a reusable greeting
card and envelope ensemble which provides a solution
to the above-described problem and enables the recipi-
ent of the card to remove the signature of the sender in
a manner which maintains the appearance of the card as
though it were a new card purchased by the immediate
recipient for initial use. The present invention provides
a greeting card and envelope ensemble wherein the
card has a plurality of removable signature strips inte-
grally formed at the bottom thereof extending across
the width of a single fold card. The strips in one em-
bodiment are formed by a line of spaced perforations
extending across the full width of the single fold card.
The lowermost strip is used as a signature area by the
immediate sender and may thus be removed by the
recipient with little or no trace of removal. The immedi-
ate recipient may then use the then next-above signature
strip for sending the card to another recipient.

Since the card of the present invention has its largest
size when used by the initial sender, subsequent usage
reduces the size of the card by removal of the signature
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strip. Accordingly, a plurality of nested envelopes of
progressively decreased size are provided with the ini-
tial purchase of the card for enabling the immediate
sender to forward the card with sufficient envelopes to
enable the recipient to reuse the card and forward same
for subsequent usage.

In another embodiment of the invention, a reusable
greeting card comprises a plurality of single layers
joined at the left margin therein in superposed relation-
ship with the top layer being the shortest in length and
each successive layer thereunder of a sufficiently
greater length to provide a signature portion visible
from above. The layers are removable from the bottom
by peeling apart the adhesive bond along the margin to
remove the bottom layer having the signature of the
most recent sender leaving the remaining layers with
the signature portion thereof unused.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a perspective view of the single fold card of
the invention having perforated signature strips along
the bottom thereof;

FIG. 2 is another embodiment of the invention em-
ploying a plurality of superposed layers joined at the
left margin thereof; and

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the nestable envelopes

for the ensemble.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to FIG. 1, the invention is shown as
embodied in a single fold greeting card, indicated gener-
ally at 10, which may have any appropriate decorative
indicia and greeting message provided thereon for ex-
ample, birthday wishes or a message for other special
occasions. In the embodiment of FIG. 1 the decorative
indicia and message are disposed on the upper portion
of the card designated 12a, 12b for respectively, the
left-hand and right-hand portions thereof. The region
provided for signature comprises the lower portion of
the card designated 14a, 14b.

The signature region 14a, 14b comprises a plurality of
horizontally extending strips formed by spaced pre-
weakened areas 16, 18 which extend across the full
width of the card 12a, 12b in spaced parallel relationship
to thereby form a plurality of signature strips 20, 22. In
the presently preferred practice of the invention, the
pre-weakened areas 16, 18 are formed by lines of perfo-
rations spaced therealong which lines extend across the
width of the card. However, it will be understood that
other preweakening techniques may be employed as for
example, the formation of a plurality of frangible
creases embossed in the card at the time of manufacture.
Furthermore, it will be understood that the card 10 of
FIG. 1 may be formed with more than two signature
strips 20, 22 if desired for increased multiple usage.

In use, the initial sender signs the card on the strip
indicated by reference numeral 22 in FIG. 1, or the
lowermost strip, and sends the card, leaving blank the
upper signature strip denoted by reference numeral 20
in FIG. 1. The first recipient of the card merely folds
the used lower signature strip 22 along the pre-weak-
ened area 18 and tears the strip 22 from the card leaving
the entire card shorter in length by the width of the strip
22. The initial recipient then signs the card on the low-
ermost remaining blank signature strip, indicated by

. reference numeral 20 in FIG. 1, and sends the card to

another recipient.
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The second recipient merely folds the card along the
pre-weakened area 16 and removes the used signature
strip at the bottom of the card, and signs the card on the
lowermost remaining signature space provided there-
above. It will be apparent that the final user of the card
will sign the card less all removable signature strips in
the signature region adjacent the lower margin thereof
and the card will thus have no pre-weakened areas such
as 16, 18 remaining thereon.

Referring now to FIG. 2, another embodiment of the
invention is shown wherein a multiple layer card indi-
cated generally at 30 has a plurality of layers 32, 34, 36
which are disposed in superposed relationship and
aligned at the left margin thereof. The layers 32, 34 36
are joined at the left margin thereof by any suitable
expedient in the region on each layer disposed beneath
the portion to the left of the dashed line running verti-
cally along the layer 32 in FIG. 2. In the presently
preferred practice of the invention, the layers 32, 34 36
each have a progressively decreased length proceeding
from the bottom layer 36 to the top layer 32 so that a
portion of the immediately preceding layer extends
outwardly from and [invisible] s visible when the next
superposed layer is in place. In the presently preferred
practice of the invention, the layers 32, 34 36 are joined
in the region indicated by numeral 38 with a suitable
adhesive material which permits removal of the desired

layer without evidence of defacing or damage to the -

superposed card layer.

In use, the initial purchaser of the card of FIG. 2 signs
the card at the bottom of the portion of layer 36 which
is visible from the top of the superposed layers and
sends the card. The initial recipient removes the bottom
layer of the card 36 by peeling the layer 36 away from
the adhesively bonded left margin and signs the card on
the visible signature strip at the lower margin of the
layer 34 and sends the card on to another recipient. The
second recipient then peels the card layer 34 away from
the adhesively bonded region on the left margin and
leaves the top layer of the card for subsequent use.

In the presently preferred practice of the invention,
the top layer 32 of the card is provided with a pre-weak-
ened area indicated by the dashed line at 40 in FIG. 2
which may be removed frangibly by tearing the card
layer 32 along the left margin thereof. In the presently
preferred practice of the invention, the pre-weakened
area 42 comprises a line of spaced perforations extend-
ing vertically along the full length of the margin of card
layer 32. It will be understood however, that other
pre-weakening means may be employed as for example,
a frangible region formed by embossing at the time the
card is manufactured.

.It will be apparent that the embodiments 10, 30 of the
card described hereinabove  grown progressively
shorter as the card is used by each successive use. Ac-
cordingly, the initial purchaser of the card receives,
along with the card, a set or plurality of envelopes each
having a length corresponding to the length of the card
as it appears to each recipient from the initial recipient
to the final recipient. The envelopes are shown in FIG.
3 indicated by the numerals 44, 46, 48 and are shown as
nested for the sake of illustrating the progressively re-
duced length of the envelopes. It will be understood
however that the envelopes need not be nested other
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than to be included with the card; however, it will be '

understood that for convenience the shorter envelopes
may be contained within the larger envelopes if desired,

4

the choice being in accordance with the particular mar-
keting practice of the card vendor.

The present invention thus comprises-a reusable
greeting card ensemble comprising a card having a
plurality of removable signature portions which leave
the card successively shorter in length for each recipi-
ent to sign and reuse. The card is supplied with a plural-
ity or set of envelopes sized to accommodate the card at
each stage of its reduced length. The present invention
thus provides a reusable greeting card which shows
little evidence of previous usage and yet provides a card
which may have an attractiveness and decorativeness of
an elaborate single use throw-away card.

Although the inventions has hereinabove been de-
scribed with respect to the presently preferred practice,
it will be understood to those skilled in the art that
modifications and variations may be made in the prac-
tice of the invention without departing from the limits
of the following claims.

I claim:

1. A reusable greeting card comprising: a card proper
formed of a single-folded material having the greeting
message provided on the upper portion of the card with
the fold disposed vertically and having at least one
removable sender’s signature section provided across
the full width of the card adjacent the lower margin,
said card having a pre-weakened region intermediate
the signature section and the upper portion of the card,
wherein said pre-weakened portion is frangible to per-
mit removal of the signature section whereby the entire
card proper becomes shorter in length, said upper por-
tion having at least one other signature region provided
adjacent and above said pre-weakened region for a
second sender’s use.

2. The reusable card defined in claim 1 wherein said
pre-weakened region comprises a line of spaced perfo-
rations extending across the full width of the card.

3. An extended use greeting card ensemble compris-
ing: :

(a) a single fold material card proper having the
greeting message disposed on the upper portion of
the card with fold disposed vertically and having a
pre-weakened region extending across the full
width of the card adjacent the lower margin of the
card to divide the card into an upper message por-
tion and lower signature section, said pre-weak-
ened region being frangible to readily permit re-
moval of the signature section, whereby the entire
card proper becomes shorter in length and where-
upon the portion of the card adjacent said frangible
region becomes the signature section for a next
user; .

(b) a first envelope sized to receive the card with said
signature portion attached; and,

(c) an additional envelope received accompanying
said first envelope, said additonal envelope sized to
fit said card only after removal of said signature
section.

4. The ensemble defined in claim 3, wherein said
pre-weakened region of said card comprises a line of
exposed perforations extending across said card.

5. The ensemble defined in claim 3, wherein said
envelopes are nested. .

6. A reusable greeting card ensemble comprising:

a plurality of layers of single sheets, each bearing a
message, arranged in superposed relationship and
releasably joined along the left margin thereof and
with the lower margin of each superposed sheet
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indexed from the next lower sheet to provide from tional envelopes each sized to receive said sheets
the bottom superposed sheet to the top superposed after successive removal of one of said sheets.

9. The ensemble defined in claim 8, wherein said
sheets are adhesively joined at the left margin for easy
5 removal.
10. The ensemble defined in claim 8 wherein said
envelopes are nested.

sheet a plurality of sheets of progressively lesser
length, wherein the lower marginal portion of the
next lower sheet is exposed by the lower margin of
the next superposed sheet, each said lower mar-

ginal portion defining a signature portion for that 11. A reusable greeting card ensemble comprising:
sheet, and said superposed sheets are removed suc- (@) a card proper formed of a plurality of layers of single
cessively from the bottom by each subsequent user. 10 sheets each bearing a message and arranged in super-
7. The card ensemble defined in claim 6, wherein said posed relationship releasably joined along one margin
superposed sheets are releasably joined at the left mar- thereof and with the lower margin of each sheet in-
gin by an adhesive for peeling apart by each subsequent dexed from the next adjacent sheet to provide a stack
user. of sheets of progressively shorter length wherein the

15 lower marginal portion of each sheet defines a signa-
ture portion for that sheet, wherein the sheets are
removed successively by each subsequent user;

8. A reusable greeting card ensemble comprising:
(a) a card proper formed of a plurality of layers of

single sheets each bearing a message arranged in (b) an envelope sized to receive the plurality of margin-
superposed relationship and releasably joined ally joined sheets and having therewith additional
along the left margin thereof and with the lower 20 envelopes each sized to receive said sheets after succes-
margin of each superposed sheet indexed from the sive removal of one of said sheets.
next lower sheet to provide from bottom to top a 12. A reusable greeting card assembly comprising:
plurality of sheets of progressively lesser length, a plurality of layers of single sheets, each bearing a
wherein the portion of the next lower sheet is ex- message and arranged in superposed relationship and
25 releasably joined along one margin thereof with an-

posed by the lower margin of the next superposed
sheet, each said exposed portion defining a signa-
ture portion for that sheet, wherein said said sheets

other margin of each sheet indexed from the next
adjacent sheet to provide a stack of sheets progressively
smaller, wherein the lower marginal portion of each

are removed successively from the bottom by each sheet defines a signature portion for that sheet,
subsequent user; : 30 wherein the sheets are removed successively by each
(b) an envelope sized to receive the plurality of mar- subsequent user.

ginally joined sheets and having therewith addi- L
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