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to splash p tectors 
as particular reference to an arrangement 

in conjünction with paint cans to con 

int in the cover seal or receiving groove which 
customarily foundat the open end of such cans. 
Conventional paint cans are customarily pro 
ded with an annular groove spaced somewhat 

end. This groove is adapted to receive a flange 
n the cover or lid, the cover flange being pried 
t from frictional engagement with the walls 
he groove when the can is opened. During 

the brush after dipping to remove 
s paint, this wiping movement being habit 

lly directed across the margin of the opening 
in the can. A. great deal of excess paint so re 

rve the paint and prevent the accumulation of 

wardly from the wall of the can at its open 

the painting operation the manipulator invari 
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Which is joined by rolling or beading as indicat 
ed at f6 to an annular end piece 8. The roll Or 
bead indicated at 6 forms a protrusion extend 
ing laterally outwardly from the upper end of 
the cylindrical wall of the can. 
The end piece 18 is formed to provide a groove 

having a bottom wall 20 and side walls 22 and 24, 
the upper end of the inner side wall 24 of the 
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moved finds its way into the annular groove in 
which the flange of the cover is supposed to seat, 
thereby not only wasting paint but rendering it 
dificult to reseat the cover flange in the groove 
to formatight seal. 
An object of the invention is to eliminate the 

Waste of eXcess paint removed from the brush 
during the wiping operation and at the same 
time prevent the accumulation of paint in the 
cover flange seating groove extending around the 
opening into whichthebrush is dipped. 

StilI another object of the invention is to pro-“ 
vide a simple and inexpensive device for accom 
plishing the above objective, at the same time so 
constructing it that it is adjustable to various 
sizes of opening, hence to cans of varying ca | pacities. 
Various other objects and meritorious features 

of the invention will be apparent from the fol 
lowing description taken in conjunction with the 
drawings, wherein like numerals refer to like 
parts throughout the Several figures, and where 
ll. 

Fig. 1 is an exploded view in perspective of an 
Open-ended Can and my improved splash pro 
tector; * 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the Splash protector; 
Fig. 3 is a Section through 3–3 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is a section through 4–4 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 5 is a plan View of a modified form of the 

invention, and 
Fig. 6 is a Section through 6–6 of Fig. 5. 
Referring now to Fig. 1, a paint can is broadly 

designated by the numeral 10 and the splash pro 
tector by the numeral 2. As may be most clearly 
Seen in FigS. 3 and 4, the conventional can com 
prises a cylindrical wall 4 the upper end of 
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groove being rolled as indicated at 26 to form a 
protrusion extending laterally inwardly from the 
upper end of the Said inner wall of the groove. 
The conventional cover or lid for the paint can 
is provided with an annular depending flange 
adapted to be frictionally seated in the groove 

15 between walls 22 and 24 for closing the open end 
of the can. - „ “, 
- One form of my improved splash protector 12 
for accomplishing the objectives heretofore out 
lined is illustrated in Figs. 1–4. It comprises an 
annular member which is preferably formed of “ 
resilient material such as rubber, synthetic rub 
ber, or plastic material. Preferably the annular 
member is split as indicated at 28 for reasons to 

25 
be brought out more clearly hereinafter and, as 
clearly shown in Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings, is 
Substantially trapezoidal in cross section with the 
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apex along the upper outer peripheral margin 
thereof. 1 

Thè annular member is grooved along its bot 
30 tom face to provide jaws 30 and 32 for engage 

ment, respectively, with the wall of the can and 
the inner wall 24 of the cover flange receiving 
grOOVe. « “ 

The Walls 30 and 32 of the groove in the annu 
lar member are recessed laterally as indicated at 
34 and 36 adjacent the bottom of the groove to 
receive the protrusions 16 and 26, thus forming 
a positive lock against removal of the prötector 
after it is positioned around the opening in the 
end of the can. Inasmuch as the top margin of 
the cylindrical wall 4 and the annular protru 
sion f6 are apt to beslightly elevated with refer 
ence to protrusion 26 at the upper end of wall 24 
of the cover flange receiving groove, primarily for 
the purpose of protecting the closed upper end of 
the can during handling and shipment, the bot 
tom of the groove in annular member 12 may be 
tapered Somewhat adjacent its radially inner end 
aS indicated at 38. Correspondingly the recesses 
34 and 36 are offset from one another axially of 
the container or can for reception of the pro 
trusions. 
The Surface of annular member i2 opposite the 

annular groove therein is tapered radially in 
Wardly and downWardly as indicated at 40, thus 
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facilitating the flow of excess paint back into 
the can during the wiping operation. As will be 
apparent, the brush after being dipped into the 
paint may be wiped across the face 40 of the 
splash protector. Due to the resilient nature of 
the material from which the annular member 2 
is formed, the walls of the groove therein preSS 
firmly in Wardly to seat against the cylindrical 
Wall 4 of the can and“ the inner wall 2 of the 
cover flange receiving groove. The liquid Seal 
preventing ingress of paint into the groove is 
also enhanced by the positive lock feature result 
ing from engagement of protrusions 6 and 26 
within the recesses 34 and 36. 

Preferably disposed opposite the Split 28 in an 
nular member 2 is a wiper blade 42 which ex 
tends radially inwardy from a portion of the cir 
Cumference of the inside of annular member 2, 
forming a. Segment of relatively Substantial area 
against which the brush may be wiped after dip 
ping. To facilitate flow of excess paint during 
the wiping operation, the upper surface of wiper 
blade 2 SlantS dOWn Wardly and in Wardly in a. 
radial direction. » 

Referring now to a somewhat modified form 
of the invention illustrated particularly in Figs. 
5 and 6, the annular protector is formed from 
tWo Semicircular members 44 and 46, each of 
which is in Cross section the sanie as the embodi 
ment deScribed above. Associated With One Of 
the semicircular members 44 is a wiper blade 48 
similar to Wiper blade 42. Pins 50 are fixedly 
positioned adjacent each end of member 44, the 
pins eXtending laterally Outwardly from the Outer 
wall 5 of the groove. A strap-like extension 52 
projects circumferentially beyond the outer Wall 
of the groove in member 46, extending beyond 
each end of the grooved portion. Each strap 
like extension 52 is slotted to receive a laterally 
extending pin 50, thus joining adjustably to 
gether adjacent ends of the two semicircular 
members 44 and 46. Of course it will be ap 
parent that it is immaterial whether the pins 50 
are associated with a single member 44 at oppo 
Site ends thereofor at one end of each member, 
the Otherend ofeach member being proVided With 
Strap-like extensions 52 which are slotted to re 
ceive the cooperating pins. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing descrip 
tion that my improved splash protectoris capable 
Of ready adjustment to paint can openings of 
different diameter. By virtue of the split 28 in 
the embodiment illustrated in Figs. 1-4, the pro 
tector may bespread outwardly from a minimum 
Size position, Wherein the adjacent ends of the 
annular member 12 meet at the Split 28 to con 
form the annular groove in the member, to a. 
great many different-sized openings with diam 
eters greater than the minimum. This adjust 
able feature is likewise present in the embodi 
ment illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6 Wherein it is 
Only necessary to Slide the pins 50 along the slots 
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in which they are engaged in order to vary the 
diameter of the protector formed by the com 
ponent members 44 and 46. 
While certain preferred embodiments of the 

invention have beendescribedherein for purposes 
of illustration, Various othermodificationsmaybe 
apparent to those Skilled in the art and for that 
reason Iwish to limit myself only within the scope 
of the appended claim. * 
What I claim is: » 
In combination with a paint can or the like 

having an annular cover flange receiving groove 
extending around the can opening at one end 
of the can, a protrusion extending radially Out 
Wardly around the margin of the cylindrical Wall 
of the can at its open end, and a protrusion 
extending radially inwardly around the margin 
of the inner wall of the flange receiving groove, 
Said protrusion being offset axially of the can 
from the plane of Said first mentioned protru 
sion, a protector comprising an annular split 
ring member of Solid rubber substantially trape 
ZOidal in CrOSS Section With the apex along the 
upper outer peripheral margin thereof, an an 
nular groove in the bottom face of Said member 
forming jaws engaging the wall of the can and 
the inner Wall of the flange receiving groove, the 
Side Walls of the groove in said annular member 
being recessed laterally in axially offset planes 
Corresponding to the planes of said protrusions 
into the body of the groove wall adjacent the 
bottom thereof to receive said protrusions, said 
member having an integral segmental portion 
extending inwardly beyond the inner wall of the 
groove and terminating in a substantially straight 
edge aCrOSS a portion ofits circumference to form 
a wiper blade, the surface of said member oppo 
Site the groove and the contiguous surface of said 
Wiper blade being sloped radially inwardly. 
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