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This invention relates, broadly and generally con 
strued, to a sewing machine, but more particularly to 
the type which is characterized by a leg-supported table 
having, as is customary, a hingedly mounted, fold-away 
lid which, when folded, functions as a cover for a re 
ceding machine and, when extended to assume a hori 
zontal position, serves as a utility shelf providing, as is 
desirable, an accessible work surface. 
More specifically, the concept has to do with the 

above named lid and means whereby the work surface 
may be better utilized, that is, to its utmost advantage 
and so that it will accordingly measure up to the require 
ments of practical service to a housewife, seamstress or 
other user of the machine. 

It is a matter of common knowledge that the flat top 
and bottom surfaces of the aforementioned shelf-form 
ing lid are smooth and highly polished, in keeping with 
every-day furniture demands. When the lid is being 
used as a work surface or shelf, a problem often pre 
sents itself. That is to say, when the user of the sew 
ing machine is sewing and stitching silk and satin-fin 
ished cloth and garment materials, no satisfactory way 
exists whereby the slippery surfaced material will "stay 
put.” Under the circumstances, it invariably shifts aim 
lessly about and in many instances where the piece of 
cloth is of appreciable size or area, it will often become 
accidentially displaced, exasperating the worker. It is 
perplexingly difficult to cope with this problem, since a 
solution thereof would fall short, it is believed, if the 
shelf work surface were coated, covered or prepared in 
some manner to present an anti-skid surface. That is 
to say, there are times when shiftable movement of the 
work piece which is being sewn should not be hindered 
or hampered. 
When, however, slick-surfaced material is being 

worked on, it is highly undesirable that it be permitted 
to move and shift about recklessly. An objective in the 
instant matter is to offer what is believed to be a satis 
factory compromise wherein the surface may be allowed 
to remain smooth and glossy when desired or, when 
preferred, transform, temporarily so to speak, into a sur 
face which is skid-resisting and otherwise presented to 
measure up to the needs of practical service to the user 
in pursuit of her often perplexing sewing and simulta 
neous holding tasks. 
In carrying out the underlying principles which have 

given rise to an incentive to solve the problem, the con 
cept, in a combination sense, has to do with a sewing 
machine embodying a horizontal machine-supporting 
table provided with a horizontal shelf extending out 
wardly from that end of the table adjacent the working 
position of the user of the machine, said shelf having 
a flat work surface coplanar with the top of the table, 
said surface embodying taut but pliant skid-resisting 
means which functions to cause a slick-surfaced piece of 
work to temporarily adhere and cling thereto, whereby 
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is a utility shelf and work surface. 
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to thus prevent the same from becoming perplexing dis 
placed while it is being sewn and otherwise handled. 

Novelty is predicated on the above ways and means 
and wherein said means comprises a simple, practical 
and economical fabric slip cover. More particularly, 
the cover is a snug-fitting, readily applicable and re 
movable terry cloth jacket which is slipped into place 
when needed and quickly removed when not in use 
and folded up and stored away in an available drawer 
of the table structure. 

Other objects, features and advantages will become 
more readily apparent from the following description 
and the accompanying drawing. 

In the drawing, wherein like numerals are employed 
to designate like parts throughout the views: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing the sewing ma 
chine, that is, the table and a portion of the machine 
in perspective, and emphasizing the fold-away, horizon 
tally disposed hinged utility shelf which is commonly 
referred to as the cover or lid, the anti-skid jacket be 
ing illustrated and positioned on the lid for use. 

Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal sectional view on an 
enlarged scale taken on the plane of the line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1 looking in the direction of the arrows. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the jacket per se. 
With reference to Figs. 1 and 2, the table portion of 

the sewing machine is denoted generally by the nu 
meral 6, the top thereof being denoted at 8 and the re 
ceding machine proper at 0. Hingedly attached to one 
transverse end portion of the top, as at 12, is the signifi 
cant fold-away lid 4 (Fig. 2). This is the customary 
hingedly mounted lid which, when it is extended beyond 
the end of the table, is coplanar therewith and provides 

As before mentioned, 
both surfaces, as usual, of the lid are highly polished, 
and consequently slippery. Whereas this surface is 
highly desirable under certain working conditions, there 
are other conditions when, as before mentioned, it is, to 
say the least, perplexing and given to trying the patience 
of the worker. Whereas and as before touched upon 
it would be within the purview of this concept to pro 
vide any suitable means as a temporary cover for the 
Work surface when one is sewing slippery materials, it 
is preferred that this "surface' be applicable and re 
novable. To achieve this end and after much experi 
mentation and trial and error efforts, it has been con 
cluded that a simple, practical and economical slip cover, 
more specifically a snug-fitting, expansible and contract 
able jacket, is desirable. The jacket is denoted gen 
erally by the numeral 16 and is rectangular in form hav 
ing top and bottom walls 18 and 20. At times, the cover 
has also been, perhaps properly so, referred to as a shelf 
or lid attachment in the form of a bag. To prevent 
displacement, the left hand end is closed at 22, while 
the right hand end is open at 24. At the open end, and 
suitably attached either directly or by way of a hem, 
there is an elastic binder 26. This edges the mouth 
and, in addition, provides additional elastic retentive 
properties assisting in holding the cover or jacket in 
place when used as seen in Figs. 1 and 2. 
The jacket is preferably constructed of terry cloth 

of appropriate elastic properties. When the bag is off, 
it is narrower in width than the shelf or lid 14. When 
it is applied, it stretches and the inherent elastic prop 
erties function to tauten and retain the slipcover in the 
given position. The nap (not detailed) may be of such 
looped form that it presents the desired softness and 
pliancy while yet offering the skid-resisting properties 
desired. It will be evident that when the jacket is ap 
plied, it is distended and amply tautened to remain in 
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its given self-retaining position. It is of prescribed size 
and proportional to the size of the lid on and over which 
it is slipped to assume its intended usable position. It 
is launderable that it may be kept spotless and clean 
and is also reversible so that either the top or bottom 
walls 13 or 20 may be brought into play. Because of 
the soft interior, there is no likelihood of the glossy 
surface of the lid being smeared or in any manner 
scratched or otherwise impaired. . . 

It is repeated, that the concept has to do with the 
transformable work surface of a fold-away lid on a sew 
ing machine table, and preferably wherein that surface, 
being temporarily applicable and removable, is presented 
through the medium of a simple and economical on 
and-off terry cloth jacket. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. For use on a hinged fold-away lid such as is em 

ployed on currently used table-type sewing machines; 
a cloth jacket adapted to snugly encase said lid, said 
jacket comprising a slipcover made of expansible and - 
contractable terry cloth and being open at one end and 
closed at the other end, said slipcover being of pre 
scribed size and proportional to the size and shape of 
said lid so that when in operating position on said lid 
it is then distended and self-retaining, the exterior nap 
surfaces being skid-resistant. . . - 2. For use on a hinged fold-away slippery-surface lid 
such as is commonly employed on currently used re 
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itself in a manner to provide the usable surface of said 
lid with a practical anti-skid work surface. 

3. In combination, a sewing machine embodying a 
horizontal machine-supporting table provided with a 
horizontai shelf extending outwardly from that end of 
the table adjacent the working position of the user of 
the machine, said shelf having a flat work surface em 
bodying taut but pliant skid-resisting media which func 
tions to cause a slick-surfaced piece of work to tein 
porarily adhere and cling thereto and to thus prevent 
the work from becoming perplexingly displaced while it 
is being sewn and otherwise handled, said media span 
ning the entire working surface and providing a self 
adjustable skid-resistant area which, while it causes the 
garment or other piece of work to stay put, does not 
hinder the intended shiftable movement thereof. that 
may be needed and required by the worker. 
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4. In combination, a sewing machine embodying a 
horizontal machine-supporting table provided with a 
horizontal shelf extending outwardly from that end of 
the table adjacent the working position of the user of 
the machine, said shelf comprising a hingedly mounted 
lid having the additional function of a cover for the 
machine itself when the latter is not in use, the surfaces 
of said shelf, having been highly finished and polished, 
being such that the top side of the shelf permits un 
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ceding-type sewing machines; a terry cloth slipcover 
constituting a lid encasing jacket and which is open at 
an inner end and closed at the outer end, said jacket 
being pliant, self-adjustable and skid-resistant, expan 
sible and normally narrower than the lid, whereby when 
it is slipped endwise of the lid it stretches and retains 
itself in its given position, and also spreads and tautens 

hampered gliding and movement of a piece of work 
thereon, and means for temporarily transforming said 
top side into a nonslippery work surface, said means com 
prising a tautened snug-fitting slipcover stretched and 
spanning said top side, said slipcover being constructed 
of launderable terry cloth and being open at one end 
and closed at the other end. 
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