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.ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

The invention is an improved display container par-
ticularly adapted- for use with doll figures. Preferably, it
is' made from rectangular transparent plastic tubing in de-
sired lengths with top .and-bottom closure caps., Within
the container is provided a suppoit or holder member for
holding the doll figure upright in the container with its
legs straddling the holder. Means are provided in the bot-
tom' cap to provide for holding engagement between this
cap and the container or'carton its¢lf. This means may take
the form of lugs extending diagonally across the corners
of the bottom cap or members in the form of legs extend-
ing upwardly at the corners of the bottom cap so that
the edges of the container can be held béetween these ex-
tending members and the side walls of the bottom cap.
These extending members on’ the bottom cap- constitute
legs so that ‘the bottom cap, when removed and inverted,
becomes a table and similarly, the top cap can be con-
structed as an-article or part of an-article such as specifi-
cally a-seat, which then-can be rested on the boftom cap
when inverted for forming a chair with légs.

*This invention relates to an improved display container
or package for articles particularly doll figures which may
be displayed for sale in the ‘container, which is made of
transparent material. - .

‘It is" the primary ‘object of the invention to provide a
container particularly for: doll figures of this type in
which-the figires may be packaged and may also be dis-
played. It is of course desirable that thé doll figure be dis-
played in the container in an upright position of the figure.
Containers of this type, meeting all of the requirements
and ‘desired features have not previously been available.
It is of course necessary that the container have sufficient
strength and rigidity to protect the doll figure when it is
packaged therein, but must of course- at the same’ time
meéet the requirement of being capable of being used to
display the doll figure while in the container. Particularly,
it'is of course desired that the doll figure can be displayed
in an upright position thereof in the container. Further
objects of the invention reside in the fulfillment of these
purposes.- ' ) : .

In a preferred form- of the invention.the container is
the form of a rectangular transparent tube of material
made of one of various known light gauge plastic mate-
rials. Top and bottom closures in the form of caps are
provided to complete the contajner. A formation or con-
figuration is providéd™in the bottom cap preferably inte-
gral or secured theréto which can be straddled by the legs
of the doll figure so as to hold the doll in an upright posi-
tion for.display. Preferably, this holding means is cruci-
form .in cross-section. In one form of the invention the
said formation, which is a spider or holder is removable
from the cap and ¢an be used ‘to hold the doll erect
when out of the container.. - I

A further feature of the container is the provision of
means in the-bottom cap to hold the end parts of the tu-
bular enclosure therein when inserted into the end cap.
Preferably, this means takes the form of lugs extending
diagonally across the corners of the bottom end cap, leay-
ing spaces between the edges of the lugs and the walls of
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the cap in which end portions of the transparent material
of the enclosure are held.

Another particular feature of the invention is that the
top and bottom caps may be confignred to form the upper
and lower parts of a particular or given article so that
when' the top and bottom caps are removed from the

. enclosure, they themselves can be assembled together to
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form such an article which may, for example, be a chair
or a seat having legs.

Further objects and additional advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent from the following detailed de-
scription and annexed drawing wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a preferred form
of the invention;

FIGURE 2 is a disassembled view of the form of the
invention shown in FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 3 is a disassembled view of a modified form
of-the invention; and

FIGURE 4 is a disassembled view of parts of the form
of the invention shown in FIGURE 3.

Referring now more in detail to FIGURES 1 and 2 of
the drawing, numeral 19 designates a preferred form of
the display container of the invention. It comprises a tube
of transparent material 12 which may be a thin gauge plas-
tic of various known commercial types. The container has
a rectangular top cap 14 having a top edge flange 15 as

" shown, and side walls, two of which are designated at 17
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and 18, sized to fit over the top end of the tube 12. In a
modified form of construction instead of providing a tube
of transparent material, one side as designated at 13 is
formed of an opaque material such as cardboard which
is adhesively bonded to side portions of the transparent
material. An economy in fabrication can be realized with
this construction.

The container has a bottom cap or closure as designated
at 21 which is rectangular and shaped to fit over and

. form a closure for the bottom end of the tube 12. The bot-
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tom cap 21 has side walls, two of which are designated
at 23 and 24. Provided within the bottom cap 21 are lugs
which serve the purpose of holding the bottom cap onto
the tube 12. Three of these lugs are shown and designated
at 26, 27, and 28; they extend diagonally across the inside
corners of the bottom cap 21 as shown, leaving spaces be-
tween their edges and the side walls of the bottom cap.
These spaces are dimensioned to receive the end portions
of the sidé walls of the tube 12 sufficiently snugly so that
the cap 21 is held onto the bottom of the tube 12 as an
end closure.

Provided in the bottom cap 21 is a retaining member
or structure 32 comprising members 33 and 34 extending
transversely to each other to be cruciform in cross-sec-
tional configuration. One of these members extends length-
wise across the middle of the cap 21 and the other mem-
ber extends transversely across the width of the cap 21.
The upper edges of these members are tapered on oppo-
site sides as shown at 35 and 36 for member 33; and 37

* and 38 for member 34.

" FIGURE 1 shows the parts in assembled relationship
with doll figure shown in outline within the transparent
container. FIGURE 2 shows the display container with
the top cap 14 and the bottom cap 21 removed from the
transparent tube 12. As may be seen, the doll figure is
positioned ‘so that its legs straddles the members forming
the cruciform holding structure 32. The top figure may be
a doll having jointed or articulated legs, as shown in the
application of John W. Ryan, Ser. No. 339,631, filed

. Jan. 23, 1964, now Patent No. 3,277,601. Cap 14 is, of
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course, removable when it is desired to remove the doll
figure.. . -

From the foregoing those skilled in the art will observe
that the invention provides a container which is sufficient-
ly strong and rigid for packing and transportation of an
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item, such as a doll figure, and also is readily serviceable
for purposes of display of the doll figure with the doll
figure held in an upright position.

Further use and utility can be made of the structure
as described by modification in the configuration of the
top cap and bottom cap. Such modification is shown in
FIGURES 3 and 4. The tube 12, FIGURE 3, is the same
as it is in FIGURES 1 and 2. The top car is designated at
40 in FIGURE 3. It is rectangular like the top cap in
FIGURES 1 and 2 having a flat surface 41 with depend-
ing side walls which fit around the upper end of the tube
12. The cap 40 has an upstanding back wall 42 and side
walls 43 and 44 configurated to form a seat as shown.
The top cap 40 can be fitted onto the top of tube 12 as an
enclosure with the seat then being at the top of the con-
tainer.

A similar holding means for a doll figure may be used
in the container as designated at 32. The bottom cap is
designated at 50. It is rectangular having a closure sur-
face 51 and side walls as shown and designated at 52,
53, 54, and 55. At the corners of the bottom cap are
provided legs configurated to be received in the inside
corners of cap 50 as designated at 57, 58, 59, and 60. The
legs fit snugly into the end of tube 12 to hold the cap on.
Or on the other end the legs can be positioned and secured
to have the end of tube 12 held between the legs and the
inside corners of cap 50. The bottom cap can be fitted on-
to the bottom end of the tube 12 like the bottom cap 21 at
FIGURES 1 and 2 with the legs on the outside of the tube
12 and fitting contiguously thereagainst. In this form of
the invention, the holding structure 32 is not integral with
or secured to the bottom cap 50 and is detachable there-
from as illustrated in FIGURE 4. FIGURE 4 shows the
top cap 40 and the bottom cap 50 removed from the dis-
play container. As shown, the bottom cap 50 is separated
from the holding struction 32. In FIGURE 4, the bottom
cap 50 is shown inverted or turned upright with the legs
58 to 60 extending downwardly. The upper cap 40 can
now be rested on the bottom cap part 50 to form a chair
or seat. In one form of the invention, the bottom cap 50
is constructed so that it fits inside the lower end of the
tube 12 rather than on the outside thereof, and when so
constructed, it may have a flange like the flange 15 shown
in FIGURE 2. When the parts are then assembled in the
manner described in connection with FIGURE 4, the top
cap 40 can then be fitted down over the bottom cap 50
just as if the bottom cap 50 were the upper end of the
tube 12.

As may be seen from the foregoing, the top and bottom
caps of the display container when taken off can be re-
assembled to form an article such as a chair and the doll
figure may then be seated in the chair. In this way, un-
usual utility and entertainment value are embodied in the
device of the invention, which is fascinating by reason of
the things that can be done with it by the child. The dis-
closure herein illustrates the principle of the invention
which may, of course, be practiced in ways other than
those specifically outlined herein. That is, the top and bot-
tom caps of the display container may be configurated to
form the upper and lower parts of many objects or articles
other than a chair; as, for example, the top cap might
be configurated to represent the upper part of a toy auto-
mobile and the bottom cap might be configurated to be
the lower half so that when these two parts are assem-
bled together, they form a toy automobile. Many interest-
ing results and objects can be realized in this way.

From the foregoing, those skilled in the art will observe
and appreciate that the invention achieves and realizes all
of the objects and advantages as outlined in the foregoing,
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as well as having additional advantages that are apparent 7¢

from the detiled description. The invention embodies ex-
traordinary utility for its purpose, and the result is realized

4.

in a way embodying the factors of ease of fabrication,
economy in cost of material and production, along with a
high degree of durability. The result of making it possible
to display a doll figure in an upright position in the origi-
nal package or container is realized. Further results are
gained in that the parts of the container are such that they
may be reassembled into additional objects or toys with
which the toy figure in the display container can be uti-
lized.

What is claimed is:

1. A display container adapted for use with a doll fig-
ure having legs comprising an enclosure which is at least
partially transparent, closure means for the ends of the
enclosure including a bottom end cap and top cap, means
configurated to extend inwardly from the bottom end cap
into the interior of the enclosure beyond the cap, said
means having portions positioned closely adjacent to side
walls of the bottom end cap and spaced so that edge por-
tions of the said enclosure can be engaged and held be-
tween said portions of the extending means and the side
walls of the bottom cap.

2. A display container as in claim 1 wherein said means
extending from the bottom cap includes a member con-
figurated to be straddled by the legs of a doll figure where-
by the doll figure may be displayed in the display con-
tainer in an upright position.

3. A display container as in claim 1 wherein the means
extending inwardly from the bottom cap comprises mem-
bers which are integral with the bottom cap and are of
equal length whereby the bottom cap can be removed and
by simply being inverted forms a table.

4. A display container as in claim 1 wherein said ex-
tending means comprises members having flat surfaces
parallel to and spaced from the inside surfaces of the
side walls of the bottom end cap.

5. A display container comprising a tubular member
which is at least in part transparent, a top cap to provide
a top cover for the enclosure and a bottom cap config-
urated to provide a bottom closure for the container, said
bottom cap having integral corner members of equal
length which extend towards the tubular member from
the bottom cap beyond its edges, whereby when the bot-
tom cap is removed and disengaged from the tubular
member and inverted, it forms a table.

6. A display container comprising a tubular member
formed of material which is at least in part transparent, a
top cap which provide a cover for the enclosure and a
bottom cap configurated to provide a bottom closure for
the container, said top cap being conﬁgurated such that
the upper part of the cap forms a seat.

7. A display container as in claim 6 wherem said bot-
tom cap includes corner members of equal length extend-
ing toward said tubular member beyond the edges of the
cap and dimensioned whereby the bottom cap can be re-
moved and disengaged from the tubular member and when
inverted, forms a table and whereby the said top cap can
be set on said table to form a chair with legs.
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