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2 Claims.

1

This invention relates to convertible furniture,
and more specific reference to a so-called “apart-
ment bedrobe,” the same being especially as-
sembled for use either as a chest of drawers or
as a horizontally elongated supporting base for a
bed.

The purpose of the invention is to provide a
simple and expedient convertible structural ar-
rangement which is designed to conserve material
and space in apartments and homes of limited
types.

In carrying out the principles of the. invention,
T have found it expedient and practicable to use
a box-like enclosure or- casing, this constructed
to accommodate a slidable drawer and being pro-
vided on one side with a rectangular frame which
constitutes the base proper. This provides =a
novel unit, through the medium of which it is
possible to combine several of same and to at-
tach them together in a horizontal plane to pro-
vide a supporting base for a bed, that is, a struc-
ture which will accommodate springs and mat-
tress to combine therewith in providing a com-
plete bed, while at the same time affording, from
the longitudinal edges of the bed, the added faeil-
ities and storage provisions of the drawers.

Another phase of the invention has to-do with
the aforementioned drawer-equipped, hox-like
unit having sockets to accommodate dowel pins,
whereby it is possible to place the units in super-
posed relationship to construct a simple and ex-
pedient chest of drawers.

Other features and advantages will be set forth
later.

In the drawings, wherein like numerals are 3:

employed to designate like parts throughout the
same:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the assemblage
of units or parts arranged to provide a support-
ing base for a bed. -

Tigure 2 is a perspective view showing the units
in superpcsed relationship to construct and pro-
vide the aforementioned chest of drawers.

Tigure 3 is a top plan view of one of the special
units.

Figure 4 is a longitudinal section on the plane
of the line 4—4 of Figure 3, looking in the direc-
tion of the arrows.

Figure 5 is a transverse section on the plane

of the line 5—5 of Figure 3, also looking in the. -

direction of the arrows.

Figures 6 and 8 are details of the dowel pin-
equipped elements or members.

Figure 7 is a perspective view showing the man-
ner in which the dowel pin elements are employed
in adjoining the drawer-equipped units.

The individual drawer-equipped units are de-
noted and distinguished by the numerals 8. Each
comprises a substantially rectangular box-like
casing or enclosure § which is open on one side
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and which constitutes an appropriate housing for
the slidable drawer 0. The drawer is of any ap-
propriate construction and provided with suitable
simple knobs fl. At predetermined points, that
is, on the end, the pox-like enclosures 9 are pro-
vided with sockets 12 to accommodate dowel pins
in a manner to be hereinafter described. Each
unit is provided with a substantially rectangular
base frame, this held in place by dowel pins fit-
ting into the sockets provided in said frame and
into the sockets provided in the end members of
the  box-like enclosures. The frames 13 are
slightly smaller in their perimeter dimensions
than the bottom of the box-like enclosures.

By placing four of the units in end-to-end and
back-to-back relation and in the same plane
with one another, as shown in Figure 1, it is
possible to thus construet a substantial drawer-
equipped base to serve as & part of a bed, that is,
as a support for the springs and mattress. This
is accomplished by employing cleats or plates 14
of appropriate shapes and sizes, these plates hav-
ing dowel pins 15 which fit into the sockets, as
shown in’ Figure 7, and thus connect the vari-
ous units together. When used as & bed, I provide
a vertical back or headboard {8 which is shown
in Figure 1, and is secured in place by angle iron
clips 11.

As previously stated, the structure herein shown
and described is usable either as (A) a support-
ing ' base for a bed; or (B) .as a chest of drawers.
The latter assemblage and arrangement is de-
picted in Figure 2. Here it is necessary to use
only one of the base frames 13, as is evident.
Any number of drawer units can be employed
either two, three or four. In the drawings I have
shown four, and these are superposed one upon
the other, thus providing a vertical battery, as it
were. - All that is necessary here is to stack the
units one on top of the other, as illustrated, and
o connect same together by dowel pins 18 which
bridge the adjoining ends. It is evident from this
that the structure, as a whole, is of a versatile and
highly useful character. )

The advantages of the bedrobe are many.

One advantage of the bedrobe is that it saves
space by using the space usually wasted under
the bed.

Another advantage is that cleaning is much
easier. There is no cleaning to be done under the
bedrobe. - This space which usually collects lin{
from the bedding is eliminated, as the boxes sit
directly on the floor. -

Another advantage of the bedrobe is that there
is no need for large rugs or carpets. Nice throw
rugs to cover the small spaces between the beds
and between the beds and the walls are all that
are necessary.

While a footboard can be added, there is no
need for one, as the springs are supported on the
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boxes. Spreads can be used on:the bedrobe to
make a nicer showing than on a bed requiring a
foot.
The drawers of the bedrobe can be divided by

partitions to fit in grooves cut in the sides and

ends of the drawers, to form compartments for
- clothing. One used by a man may be divided to
hold ‘shirts, underwear, socks, handkerchiefs,
shoes, gloves, or anything else. A woman would
want a drawer divided to hold lingerie, shoes,
skirts, hats, waists, hankies, of anything that
should be kept in a dustless place. The drawers
fit their boxes so that there is no place for dust
to enter,

Linen and extra bedding can be kept in part
of the drawers, and is always at hand.

Drawers made of, or lined with, cedar make a
convenient storage place for woolens.

In case of moving, time is saved by not having
to pack or unpack all of the wearing apparel,
bedding or linens that are kept in.the drawers.
Everything is in'its place when the new home is
reached. ‘

A careful consideration of the foregoing de-
scription in conjunction with the invention as
illustrated in the drawings will enable the reader
to obtain a clear understanding and impression
of the alleged features of merit and novelty suf-
ficient to clarify the construction of the inven-
tion as hereinafter claimed.

Minor changes in shape, size, materials and
rearrangement of parts may be resorted to in
actual practice so long as no departure is made
from the invention as claimed,

Iclaim:

1. In ‘a convertible knockdown furniture as-
sembly of the class described, 2 plurality of sub-
stantially rectangular duplicate hollow box-like
enclosures open only on their outer longitudinal
sides, there being four such enclosures arranged
in a horizontal plane and disposed in abutting
end-to-end pairs, the thus abutting pairs being
in back to back relation with each other and
providing an elongated bed foundation, individual
frames underlying the bottoms of said enclosures,
said frames and portions of said enclosures hav-
ing aligned sockets, dowel pins arranged in said
aligned sockets detachably connecting the. en-
closures to the frames, said frames serving  to
support said enclosures in the aforementioned
horizontal plane, a slidable drawer for each en-~
closure, the drawers being accessible only from
the exterior longitudinal marginal sides of the
complete assembly, cleats provided with assem-
bling and retaining pins, said enclosures having
sockets- for reception of said pins, said cleats,
when in position; serving to maintain the en-
closures in the aforementioned end-to-end and
back-to-back relationship, and a“ head board
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abutting and detachably connected to correspond-
ing ends of two of said enclosures.

2. In a convertible knockdown furniture as-
sembly of the class described, a plurality of sub-
stantially rectangular duplicate hollow box-like
enclosures open only on their outer longitudinal
sides, there being four such enclosures arranged
in a horizontal plane and disposed in abutting
end-to-end pairs, the thus abutting pairs being in
back-to-back relation with each other and pro-
viding an elongated bed foundation, individual
frames underlying the bottoms of said enclosure,
said frames and co-acting portions of said enclo-
sures ‘having -aligned sockets, dowel: pins -ar-
ranged in sald aligned sockets detachably con-
necting the enclosures to the frames, said frames
serving to support said enclosures in the afore-
mentioned horizontal plane, a slidable drawer for
each enclosure, the drawers being accessible only
from the exterior longitudinal marginal sides of
the complete assembly, cleats provided with as-~
sembling and retaining pins, said enclosures hav-
ing sockets for reception of said pins, said cleats;
when in position; serving to maintain the enclo-
sures in the aforementioned end-to-end and
back-to-back relationship, -and a head . board
abutting and detachably connected to corre-
sponding ends of two of said enclosures, said en-
closures being separable from the underlying sup-
porting frames, and separable from one ancther,
said head board being removable, whereby to per-
mit the enclosures to be stacked in superposed re-
lationship- to convert the bed foundation ihto a
chest of drawers.

R. FRANK BUTLER.
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