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SIGNALING DEVICE FOR, WEHICLES. 

Application filed August 23, 1922. Serial No. 583,742. 

To all whom it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, FREDERICK. M. BALD 

WIN, a citizen of the United States, residing 
in the city of Los Angeles, county of Los 
Angeles, and State of California, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Signaling Devices for Vehicles, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to signaling devices 

for vehicles of the character disclosed in 
my United States 
1,326,127, issued to me December 23, 1919, 
and has for its principal object to provide 
certain improvements therein whereby said 
signaling device is more simple and economi 
cal in its construction, and more accurate in 
its operation. 
In my present invention, I prefer to use 

the representation of a human hand as the 
signaling member, although this is not nec 
essary, if another form of signal element is 
desired. I also prefer that the hand shall 
assume a vertical position as it is drawn 
back into the case or frame and that it 
shall assume a horizontal position when ex 
tended straight outwardly, an upwardly di 
rected position when extended outwardly 
and upwardly, and a downwardly directed 
position when extended outwardly and 
downwardly, just as the human hand as 
sumes when giving the three signals now 
quite commonly used for indicating turns to 
the right, or to the left, or a stop. I have 
also provided a simplified connection of the 
signaling element to the outer ends of the 
lazy tongs whereby said signaling element 
is automatically turned from the vertical to 
the horizontal position. as it is extended out 
wardly by the extension of said lazy tongs. 
I have also provided an improved mecha 
nism for operating the lazy tongs to extend 
them straight outwardly, or upwardly in 
clined or downwardly inclined, as may be 
desired, and for releasing them and return 
ing them to normal, or retracted position. 
In order to more fully explain my im 

provements, I have embodied them in the 
accompanying sheet of drawings for illus 
trative purposes and will describe the same. 

Figure 1 is a view of a portion of the 
front part of an automobile with my im 
proved signaling device mounted thereon 
and shown extended in an outwardly and 
upwardly inclined position in full lines, in 
an outwardly direction and in an outwardly 
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in downwardly inclined position in broken 
lines; 
Figure 2 is an inside view of a mechanism 

for holding and releasing the operating 
cables; 

Figure 3 is an edge view thereof; 
Figure 4 is a horizontal sectional view 

through the case of the device, as shown in 
Fig. 5; 

Figure 5 is a side view of the device, with 
the side removed and with parts broken 
away; and 

Figure 6 is a back view of the signal hand 
with the lazy tongs attached. . . . 

Referring in detail to the drawings, I pro 
vide a small case, 1, to be mounted at some 
convenient position, as at the side of the 
windshield frame of an automobile, as 
shown in Fig. 1. Within said case is mount 
ed two discs, or operating elements, 2 and 
3, rotatably mounted to turn on an axis, 4, 
in opposite directions, each element being 
provided with an operating cable, as 5, rest 
ing around a grooved and curved member 
6, attached to the side of each disc, and in 
which the operating cable runs. The discs 
are also provided with radially extending 
fingers, 7 and 8, to which the inner ends 9 
and 10, of lazy tongs, 11, are pivotally con 
nected. The outer ends of said lazy tongs 
are attached pivotally to a signaling ele 
ment, 12, shown in the form of the human 
hand. It will be noted that said outer ends 
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of said lazy, tongs are attached at different 
positions, as at 13 and 14, on said signaling 
element for the purpose of turning said sig 
naling element from the vertical position, 
shown in Fig. 5, to the outwardly extended 
position as the lazy tongs are operated to 
move the signaling element outwardly to its 
different positions, as indicated in the broken 
line positions. 
ed with a link, as at 13, whereby the move 
ment is to swing the signal element 12, on 
the pivotal connection at 14, as it moves out 
wardly, as will be clear from Fig. 5. 
This construction avoids the cam action 

used in my former inventions and greatly 
simplifies and cheapens the construction 
without detracting from the accuracy and 
efficiency of the device. The discs, or oper 

One end thereof is provid 
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ating elements, 2 and 3, are provided with 
springs, as 15, by which they are normally 
turned to the positions which return the sig 
naling element 12 back in the case, 1, when l 
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released by the operating cables 5, in a man 
ner to be described. The operating cables 
run over pulleys, 16 and 17, in the case 1, 
as indicated in iFig. 5, and thence to other 
pulleys, 18 and 19, on a bracket, 20, on the 
front of the automobile, through which said 
cables 5, 5, are extended and provided with 
finger rings, 21 and 22, for convenient opera 
tion. Two rocker or locking fingers, 23, 24, 
are mounted on the bracket 20, as shown 
in Fig. 2, the fingers of which wedge said 
operating cables 5, against the sides of the 
bracket 20, for holding said cables against 
return movement, under the action of the 
springs, 15, before referred to, until released. 
Said holding fingers, 23 and 24 are yield 
ingly held in locking positions by means of 
a spring 25, as indicated. A trip lever or 
member, 26, is pivotally mounted through 
the front of the machine and adapted, when 
depressed, to move the locking fingers 23 
and 24, to release the cables 5, as will be 
clear from Figs. 2 and 3, whereupon the 
springs 15 automatically operate to draw the 

5 lazy tongs 11 and signaling element 12 back 
into the case, and take up the cables 5. 

In Fig. 1 have also shown a foot operat 
ing lever, 27, connected by means of a rod, 
28, to said trip lever, 26, for releasing the 
same with the foot, if desired. 
I have also shown a rear sight, mill'Or, 29, 

mounted on the front of the case I, where 
desired. 
Thus I have greatly simplified and im 

proved my invention and provided means 
for moving the signaling hand or element, 
12, to the properly extended position, as in 
the case of the human arm signal now used. 
I have also provided said hand with means 
for illuminating the same, as by means of 
phosphorescence coating, as indicated at 30, 
Fig. 5, although other illuminating means 
can be used, if desired. I do not, therefore, 
limit my invention to the showing made, 
except as I may be limited by the appended 
claims. 

I. claim: 
1. In a signaling device of the character 

referred to, in combination, 

elements pivotally connected to the inner 
ends of said lazy tongs adapted to support. 
and operate the same, means for actuating 
said operating elements separately or to 
gether to extend said lazy tongs outwardly 
in three different directions, a signaling ele 
ment pivotally connected to the outer ends 
of said lazy tongs, the pivotal connections 
thereto being adapted to automatically 
Swing said signaling element from a vertical 
position to a position longitudinally of the 
extended lazy tongs, substantially as shown. 

2. In a signaling device, in combination, 
a case, tWO operating elements therein to 

5, turn on a bearing, lazy tongs the ends of 

Supporting 
means, lazy tongs, two movable. operating 
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which are connected respectively to said op 
erating elements, said lazy tongs being 
wholly supported and operated thereby, a 
signaling element pivotally connected to the 
oute' ends of said lazy tongs at two fixed lo 
cations, whereby to turn said signaling ele 
In ent from an upright position to an out 
wardly directed position as said lazy tongs 
are extended, and means for operating said 
operating elements separately or together for 
extending said lazy tongs to any one of three 
different positions. 

3. In a signaling device, in combination, 
a case, two rotatable elements mounted on a 
common bearing, lazy tongs having the 
inner ends pivotally connected to said ro 
tatable elements, means for rotating said 
rotatable elements separately or together to 
extend said lazy tongs in any one of three 
extended positions, means for automatically 
returning said elements to normal positions 
when released, and a signaling element piv 
otally connected to the outer ends of said 
lazy tongs, one pivotal connection being 
adapted to move around the other relatively 
as said lazy tongs are extended and to swing 
said signaling element from an upright po 
sition to an outwardly extended position as 
said lazy tongs are - extended and to return 
the same as said lazy tongs are retracted. 

4. In combination with lazy tongs, of ro 
tatable operating elements connected there 
to, operating cables for said rotatable ele 
ments, springs for normally returning said 
rotatable elements to their normal positions, 
holding means for automatically holding 
said cables in extended position, and means 
for releasing said holding means to permit 
return movements. 

5. In combination with lazy tongs and 
means for extending and retracting the same, 
of a signaling element pivotally connected to 
the outer ends thereof, said signaling ele 
ment being pivoted at two points to the end 
members of said lazy tongs, one of said pivot 
points being adapted to move around the 
other as said lazy tongs are extended, to 
turn Said signaling element from one posi 
tion to another as it is extended. 

6. In combination with lazy tongs and a 
signaling element pivotally connected to the 
outer ends thereof, of means for operating 
said lazy tongs - comprising two rotatable 
members, the inner ends of said-lazy, tongs 
being pivotally connected, respectively, to 
said rotatable members, operating means 
connected, respectively, to said operating 
members for rotating the same in opposite 
directions separately or together to extend 
said lazy tongs in any one of three different 
extended positions, means for holding said 
lazy tongs extended, and means for nor 
mally returning the same. 

7. In a signal device, in combination, lazy 
tongs, a signaling element, pivotally con 
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nected to the outer ends of the outer end 
members thereof, the pivotal connections to 
said signaling element being in alinement 
with each other longitudinally of said sig 
naling element, whereby the outer pivotal 
point moves around the inner pivotal point 
as Said lazy tongs are extended to turn said 
signaling element outwardly, two rotatable 
operating elements to which the inner ends 
of said lazy tongs are pivotally connected, 
springs for automatically returning said 
operating elements to normal positions when 
released, operating cables for turning said 
rotatable operating elements together or 
separately in opposite directions, locking 
means operating on said cables to automat 
ically grip and hold the same in extended 
positions, and means for releasing the same 
at will, substantially as described. 

8. In a signaling device of the character 

S 

referred to, in combination, lazy tongs, a 
signaling element pivotally connected to the 
Outer end members of said tongs, said pivot 
points being in fixed locations and spaced 
apart longitudinally of said member, where 
by said member is turned about one of said 
pivot points as said lazy tongs are extended 
and retracted, two rotatable members piv 
otally connected, respectively, to the inner 
end members of said tongs, means for turn 
ing said members separately and together 
in opposite directions to extend said lazy 
tongs, and means for returning said rotata 
ble members to their normal positions. 

Signed at Los Angeles, California, this 
14th day of August, 1922. 

FREDERICKM, BALDWIN. 
Witnesses: 

W. R. LITZENBERG, 
MAIFIELD DOUGLAs. 
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