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No. 792,781. 

UNITED STATES 
Patented Jume 80, 1905. 

PATENT OFFICE. 

HERMANN ROMÜNDER, OF MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN. 

COMBINATION-TRUNK. 

SPECTFICATION forming part of Tetters Patent, No. 792,781, dated June 20, 1905. 
? Application filed July 19, 1904). Serial No, 217.163. 

Be it known that, I, HERMANN ROMÜNDER, a, 
citizen Of the United States, residing at Mil 
w:aukee, in the county of Milwaukee and State 
of Wisconsin, haWe in wented a new and use 
ful ImprOwement in Combination-Trunks, of 
Which the following is a Specification. 
This in wention relateStO trunks, bOxes, port 

m:anteauX, and other receptacles intended for 
tho tranSpOI'tation: 'Of personal effects, mer’- 
chandise, &c.; and the Object of my inwention 
is tO prowide a plurality Of complete recepta 
cles each an entity in itself and all So arranged 
and adapted as to be capable of fitting t0-- 
gether' with the general appearance and port 
ability of a single receptacle, as a trumk OI' 
the like. 
With this object in wiew my imprOwement 

may be briefly described as follows: I prO 
wide a lower trunk - Section comprising the 
uSu:ul receptacle, hinged cOwer, internal and 
external fittings, but the top of said cower 
h?Wing a, Smooth flat Surface. Upon Said 
loWer Section I place an upper Section corre 
Sponding to the loWeI’ Section, but bha.wing its 
base-Surface SmOOth and flat to Snugly fit upon 
the tOp Of the lower Section. I may also pro 
wide One or a plurality of intermediate Sec 
tions, each ha.wing both tOp and bottom Smooth 
and flat, whereby one or more thereof may 
be placed upon the top of the lowerSection and 
Support the upper section. The complete com 
bination - trunk thus assembled, whether it 
comprises tWO Or more Sections, may be held 
together by Suitable engaging means and Se 
curely bound with straps or bands Of suitable 
m:uterial, thus being cOnweniently portable as 
a, Single package. The adwantage Of a pack 
age of this character is that the effects of Sew 
eral perSOnS may be tranSported unitedly, 
While upon arriwal of the package at its des 
timation the Seweral Sections, which may each 
COntain the eflectS Of One perSOn, may be Seg 
|regated, the conwenience of each person be 
ing SubSerwed, because his effects are thus 
contained in a Separate inclOSure. 
In the drawings accompanying this appli 

cation, Figure 1 is a perspectiwe elewation of 
my imprOWed COmbination-trunk as composed 

nected together. Fig. 2 is a wertical Section 
through the center Of Fig. 1. F'ig. 8 is a, 
perspectiwe elevation of tWo trunk-SectionS 
aS assembled and connected. Fig. 4 is a per 
Spectiwe eleWation of , a Single upper trunk 
Section. Fig. 5 is a perspectiwe elewation of 
a, Single loWer trunk-Section, and Fig. 6 is a 
perspectiwe elewation of a single intermediate 
trunk-Section. 

lm Said figures the letter A indicateS an up 
per trunk. - section or complete indi widual 
trunk, B a, lower' · trunk-Section Or complete 
indi widual trunk, and C an intermediate Or 
each of a plurality Of intermediate indiwidual 
•trunk-Sections. Each of Said sections or in 
diwidual tr'unks is prOwided with means, as (t, 
for holding its cower closed upon the recep 
tacle portion and With means, as a lock /), for' 
locking said closure. Where two or more Of 
Said trunk.--Sections are placed together' .. for* 
the purpose of forming a Single package there 
of, they are united by Suitable means-Such, 
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for instance, as hinged claSpS Or catches 0, ' 
Secured near One edge of each trunk-Section 
and adapted ÉO engage With an edge Of an ad 
jacent, trunk-section. While I have indicated 
Said engaging means as hinged claSps or 
catches which may be adapted to lock into 
recesses ?/', prOwided in adjacent tI'unk-Sec 
tions, yet, as is perfectly obwiOuS, the char 
acter of these dewices and their means of unity 
ing with an adjacent trunk-Section may be of 
any · Suitable character. The Said hinged 
claspS Or catches ?? when not required to be 
used for fastening adjacent Sections together 
may be folded and locked into recesses pro 
wided upon the section to which they are con 
nected, in which manner they will be out of 
the way when the trunk-Section is used as an 
individual trunk and will alsO Serwe to pro 
tect the edges Of Said trunk-section. 

In Order that a package comprising tWO or 
more indiwidual trunk-Sections united in con 
crete form may be adapted tO Withstand the 
rough handling frequently met With Without 
dismember'ment, I may more firmly Secure Said 
package by fastening one Or more Straps, as 
I), about Said package, and in Order tO localize 
the positions of said strapS about the package 
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of four trunk. - Sections assembled and con- i I prOwide loopS Or eyeletS, aS (/, Secured to I ?? 
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each trunk-Section, usually placing One of Said 
loOps or eyeletS in pairs at the frOnt and back 
of the trunk-Section. Said loopS Or eyeletS be 
ing alined upon a Series of trunk-sectionS fit 
ted together for the paSSage of the strapS. 

For the purpose Of reinforcing the recep 
tacle and cower of each trunk-Section when 
closed strapS or bands, as E, which may be of 
half-round forged-steel plate, are prowided, 
being Secured to Said receptacle and cOwer, aS 
by mails, ScreWS, riwetS, or other'Wise and be 
ing placed about three sides of the upper and 
lower indi widual trunk-Sections and about the 
front and back Only Of the intermediate trunk 
Section or sections. Thus the strapS B extend 
about the frOnt, top, and back of the upper 
trunk-Section A., the extremities Of Said strapS 
projecting slightly at the bottom of Said Sec 
tion. Straps E) are placed at the front and 
back Only of the intermediate section or sec-- 
tionS C and have recesses at their upper ends 
to receive the projecting portions Of the strapS 
upon the Section A., the lower ends of the 
str'apS R On the section Or sectionsC projecting 
Slightly in the manner of the straps about the 
Section A, and the loWer Section B is prOwided 
With the strapS E about its front, bottom, and 
back, the upper ends of Said straps being re 
cesSed to receive the projecting extremities 
Of the StrapS upon a SuperimpOSed trunk-Sec 
tion. 

Placed across the bottom of trunk.--Section 
A, upon the top of trunk-Section B, and upon 
both bottom and top of the intermediate trunk 

* Section or sections C are thin flat, motal bands 
?, the Same being intended to reinforce the 
SurfaceOwer which they extend and said bands 
¢ being alined With the StrapS B. 
The indi widual trunks may each be prOwided 

With a tray, aS R', and with all Such Other in 
terior fittingS and accessories found desirable 
in a trunk. 
While I do not wish to limit myself to the 

employment of any particular material in the 
COnstruction of the indi widual tr'unk-Sections 
Which unitedly comprise my improwed com 
|bination-trunk, I may construct the same of 
the Same material as and in a corresponding 
manner to the trunk described in my Patent 
No. '(['f4,921, dated Nowember 15, 1904. 
Corner-plates, as.7?, are prOwided for all the 

cornerS of the Seweral trunk -- Sections, said 
plates being of metal and Serwing to close 
Otherwise Open corners or to reinforce closed 
cornerS. Said corner-plates Where they ex 
tend Ower the meeting surfaces of trunk.--Sec 
tionS are flat and are prOwided, respectively, 
With a receSS and a corresponding projection 
Whereby When tWo trunk-sections are fitted 
together they Will interlock, prewenting the 
independent shifting of the trunk-Sections and 

. aSSisting in the production of a thoroughly 
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rigid combination-trunk. 
AS Will be noted upon reference to Seweral 

figureS Of the drawingS, the top edges of the 
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trunk-Section A and the bottom edges of the 
trunk-section B are preferably cur wed, as also 
are the side. edges of all the Sections, while 
the meeting Surfaces of all the SectionS are 
provided With almost or entirely rectangular 
edgeS. 

Ha.wing now described my imwention, I de 
clare that what I claim is------ 

1. An indiwidual trunk adapted to form the 
lower member of a united assemblage of 
trunks, and consisting of a receptacle hawing 
a cower, and closure dewices; the upper Sur'- 
face Of Said trunk being flat and Smooth, a, 
mumber of half-round metal straps secured 
acroSS the bottom, front andback of Said trunk. 
and a number of flat metal bands acrOSS tho 
top, in alinement, respectiwely, With said metal 

* Straps; and means for connecting Said trunk 
tO an adjacent trunk. 

2. An individual trunk adapted to form an 
intermediate member of a united assemblage 
Of trunks, and consisting of a receptacle ha.w- 
ing a, COwer, and closure dewices; the lower 
and upper Surfaces of Said trunk being flat and 
Smooth; a number of metal stI'aps Secured 
acrOSS the front, and back of Said trunk, and 
a number of flat metal bands across the top 
and bottom, in alinement, respectiwely, With 
Said metal straps; and meanS for connecting 
Said trunk to an adjacent trunk. 

8. An indi widual trunk adapted to form the 
upper member of a united assembiage of 
trunkS, and consisting of a receptacle hawing 
a cower, and closure dewices; the lower Sur 
face of Said trunk being flat and Smooth; a 
number of half-round metal straps secured 
about the front, top, and back of Said trunk, 
and a number of flat metal bands acroSS the 
bottom, in alinement, respectiwely, with said 
metal StrapS. 

4. A combination-trunk comprising a plu 
rality Of indi widual trunk-Sections, assembled, 
One upon another, each of Said trunk-Sections 
comprising a receptacle hawing a cower and 
closure dewices, the Opposed Surfaces of said 
trunk-SectionS being flat and SmOOth, attach 
ing means, placed near adjacent edges of said 
SectionS to unite them, Strap-loops, placed in 
alined pOSition upon each Section, and StrapS 
paSSed through Said loops, and Secured, to re 
inforce the union betWeen said assembled sec 
tions; together with a number of half-round 
metal strapS connected to the exposed Sur 
faces of each of said trunk. - Sections, and a 
number of flat metal bands acrOSS each of the 
Opposed Surfaces of Said trunk. - Sections in 
alinement, With said half-round metal Straps 
respectively. 

5. A"combination-trunk comprising a plu 
rality of indiwidual trunk-Sections, aSSembled, 
One upon another, each of said trunk-Sections 
comprising a receptacle hawing a cower and 
closure dewices, title opposed Surfaces of Said 
trunk-Sections being flat and SmOOth, corner 
plates upon Said Opposed Surfaces, hawing, re 
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Spectively, receSSeS and projectionS adapted 
to interlock, attaching means, placed near ad 
jacent edges of said Sections to unite them, 
strap-loops, placed in alined positionS upon 
each Section, and StrapS paSSed thrOugh Said 
loops, and Secured, to reinforce the union be 
tWeen said assembled Sections; together With 
a number of half-round metal straps connect 
ed to the expOSed SurfaceS of each of Said 
trunk --Sections, and a number of flat metal 
bands across each of the opposed surfaces of 
said trunk. - Sections in alinement, With Said 
half-round metal strapS respectiwely. 

6. A combination-trunk comprising a loWer 
indi widual trunk-Section whose upper Surface 
is flat and Smooth and which consists Of a re 
ceptacle hawing a cower and closure dewices, 
and an upper individual trunk-section whose 
lower Surface is flat and Smooth and which 
consists Of a receptacle hawing a cOwer and 
closure dewices; both Said trunk-Sections be 
ing arranged to be aSSembled one upon the 
Other and prOwided With attaching means 
placed near adjacent edgeS of Said sections, 
and with corner-plates at all the corners of 
Said Sections, the corner-plates extending Ower 
the meeting SurfaceS Of Said trunk-SectionS 
being flat and arranged tO interlock by means 
of corresponding receSSes and projections pro 
wided respectiwely On said Opposed corner 
plates. ~ 

t. A combination-trunk comprising a lower 
indi widual trunk-Section, a number of interme 
diate indi widual trunk-Sections and an upper 
indiwidual trunk-Section, each of Said Sections 
consisting of a receptacle portion, a cower and 
closure dewices; the upper Surface of Said 
lower section and the lower surface of said 

upper Section, and the upper and loWer Sur 
faces of the said intermediate Sections being 
flat and SmOOth, meanS Secured tO adjacent 
edges of Said sections tO attach the assembled 
SectionS tO one another, and plates prOwided 
at all the corners of the Said sections, the cor 
ner-plates prOwided on the corners of the bot 
tom of the upper Section and the top of the 
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lower section and on all the corners of the in- " 
termediate Sections being Substantially flat 
and arranged to interlock by means of corre 
Sponding recesses and projections prOwided 
on Said Opposed corner-plates respectively. 

8. A combination-trunk cOmprising a lower 
indiwidual trunk-Section, one or more interme 
diate indiwidual trunk-Sections and an upper 
indiwidual trunk-Section, arranged to be aS 
Sembled One upon the other: each of said 
trunk-Sections comprising a receptacle por 
tion, a cower and closure dewices; means se 
cured tO adjacent edges of Said Sections to at 
tach the aSSembled Sections tO One another, and 
plates prOwided at all the cornerS of the said 
Sections; the corner-plates extending ower the 
meeting SurfaceS of Said trunk-Sections being 
flat, and prOwided, respectiWely, With receSSeS 
and corresponding projections; a number of 
half-round metal straps secured to the front 
and back of each of Said sections, and to the 
top of the upper and the bottom of the lower' 
trunk. - Section, and a mumber of flat metal 
bands Secured to and reinforcing the meeting 
Surfaces of Said trunk-Sections. 

HERMANN ROMÜNDER. 
Witnesses: 

C%ARL, S. F'IIDDLER, 
PAULA ROSIEMARIk. 
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