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57 ABSTRACT 
There is provided an assembly of a light source and an 
optical detector, each using a vertical cavity surface emitting 
laser (VCSEL). To control light emission of the VCSEL 
light source, spontaneous light emitted laterally therefromis 
converted into an electrical signal. The optical detector for 
monitoring light is provided around the light source to 
supply the feedback electrical signal. The inner surface 
facing the light source of the optical detector is circular to 
absorb the spontaneous light and the outer surface thereof is 
polygonal having a plurality of peaks and valleys. Therefore, 
most of spontaneous light absorbed in the optical detector is 
reflected within, not penetrating the outer surface thereof, 
thereby extending the path of the spontaneous light in the 
optical detector and increasing the light intensity converted 
into an electrical signal. 

2 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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ASSEMBLY OF VCSELLIGHT SOURCE AND 
VCSEL OPTICAL DETECTOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an assembly of a light 
source and an optical detector, each using a vertical cavity 
surface emitting laser (VCSEL) of a stack structure formed 
on a single substrate. 
AVCSEL emits light vertically from a stack of semicon 

ductor materials deposited on a substrate, unlike an edge 
emitting laser. Properties of the VCSEL include circular 
light output and single longitudinal mode operation. Alight 
source, and an optical detector for detecting an error signal 
from an optical signal of light emitted from the light source 
can be integrated in this VCSEL. These advantages makes 
the VCSEL attractive for optical applications such as the 
light source for an optical pick-up. 

However, since the lower surface of the VCSEL is com 
bined with a semiconductor substrate while lightis vertically 
emitted from the upper surface thereof.itis difficult to install 
an optical detector for monitoring. 
To overcome this problem, afeed-back mechanism for the 

VCSEL is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5.285.466. 
In this mechanism, vertical light emission of a first 

VCSEL being a light source is controlled by using non 
directional lateral spontaneous light thereof. The lateral 
spontaneous light is received in a second VCSEL provided 
around the first VCSEL. A signal detected from the received 
light is electrically fed back to the light source portion to 
control light emission of the light source. That is, the second 
VCSEL is used as an optical detector for receiving the lateral 
spontaneous light by applying no power or reverse biased 
voltage to the second VCSEL. 
The structure and operation of a conventional assembly of 

a VCSEL light source and a VCSEL optical detector is 
shown in FIG. 1. The conventional assembly of a VCSEL 
light source and a VCSEL optical detector is comprised of 
a semiconductor substrate 10, a layered VCSEL light source 
12 integrated on semiconductor substrate 10 for emitting 
light by application of a forward biased voltage, and an 
annular optical detector 14 surrounding light source 12 for 
absorbing lateral spontaneous light emitted therefrom. Opti 
cal detector 14 absorbs the spontaneous light emitted from 
light source 12, converts the light into an electrical signal, 
feeding it back to an electrode of light source 12, to control 
light emission. A reverse biased voltage is applied or no 
power is supplied to optical detector 14. 

However, since annular optical detector 14 defines a very 
short light path, much of the light absorbed into the inner 
surface thereof penetrates through the outer surface thereof, 
and is not used to generate signal thereby lowering its light 
absorption level. As a result, it is very difficult to obtain light 
intensity large enough to detect a signal for controlling light 
emission of light source 12. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

To circumvent the above problems, the object of the 
present invention is to provide an assembly of a VCSEL 
light source and a VCSEL optical detector, which extends 
the light path and, thus, increases the light absorption level 
by modifying the configuration of the optical detector. 
To achieve the above object, there is provided an assem 

bly of a VCSEL light source and a VCSEL optical detector 
comprising a semiconductor substrate, a light source com 
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2 
prising at least one P-layer and at least one N-layer stacked 
on the semiconductor substrate for emitting light in vertical 
and lateral directions, and an optical detector for monitoring 
light stacked around the light source for receiving the light 
laterally emitted from the light source. The structure of the 
optical detector comprises of at least one P-layer and at least 
one N-layer stacked. The inner surface thereof adjacent to 
the light source is cylindrical, and the outer surface thereof 
is approximately polygonal having a plurality peaks and 
valleys. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above object and advantages of the present invention 
will become more apparent by describing in detail a pre 
ferred embodiment thereof with reference to the attached 
drawings, in which 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a conventional assembly 
of a light source and an optical detector, each using a 
VCSEL; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an assembly of a light 
source and an optical detector, each using a VCSEL, accord 
ing to the present invention; and 

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the assembly of a light source and 
an optical detector, each using a VCSEL, according to the 
present invention. 

Detailed Description of the Invention 
An assembly of a VCSEL light source and a VCSEL 

optical detector for monitoring the same according to the 
present invention will be described in detail referring to the 
attached drawings. 
As shown in FIG. 2, a VCSEL as a light source 22 is 

formed into a first stack having at least one P-layer and at 
least one N-layer on, for example, an N-type GaAs semi 
conductor substrate 20. The first stack emits light through an 
active quantum well region formed between an N-type 
distributed Bragg reflector (DBR) layer and a P-type DBR 
layer, thus acting as light source 22. This VCSEL for light 
source 22 is forward biased by a biasing circuit including a 
power source and emits light vertically and non-directional 
spontaneous light laterally simultaneously as shown. The 
intensity of the spontaneous light is much smaller than that 
of the vertical light. To control the intensity of the vertical 
light by absorbing the spontaneous light, there is provided 
around light source 22 a second stack of an N-type DBR 
layer, a P-type DBR layer, and an active quantum well 
region between them, which are identical to those of the 
VCSEL for light source 22. The second stack acts as an 
optical detector 24 for monitoring light emitted from light 
source 22. A, reverse biased voltage is applied or no power 
is supplied to optical detector 24 for monitoring. As 
described above, optical detector 24 for monitoring absorbs 
the spontaneous light laterally emitted from the first stack. 

Optical detector 24 surrounding light source 22 is annular. 
The inner surface thereof facing the light source is cylin 
drical to absorb the non-directional spontaneous light. This 
absorbed spontaneous light is converted into an electrical 
signal, fed back to light source 22, and used to control the 
intensity of the vertically emitted light. Absorption occurs 
while the spontaneous light passes through the active region. 
As the light path in the active region gets longer, the 
intensity of light absorbed and converted into an electrical 
signal increases. To serve this purpose, the width of optical 
detector 24 can be made larger. However, this entails an 
increase in the size of the integrated circuit. To overcome 
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this problem, the outer surface of optical detector 24 of the 
present invention is modified to be polygonal to have a 
plurality of peaks and valleys. 

FIG. 3 is a plan view of an assembly of a VCSEL light 
source and a VCSEL optical detector according to the 
present invention showing an exemplary configuration of 
optical detector 24. Reference numeral 26 denotes an elec 
trode to which power is externally supplied to emit light 
from light source 22. 

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the outer 
surface of optical detector 24 is approximately a polygon 
having 16 sides. In the optical detector 24 such-configured, 
most of the spontaneous light absorbed into the inner surface 
thereof is reflected within and doesn't penetrate the outer 
surface thereof. This reflection lengthens the spontaneous 
light path. Thus, the light intensity absorbed through the 
active region also increases thereby enabling efficient con 
trol of the intensity of the vertical light emitted from light 
source 22. Needless to say, the configuration of optical 
detector 24 may be modified in many ways, and its width 
may also be made larger, when necessary. As an example, if 
the length of the light path increases three fold by the 
reflection of light inside optical detector 24, about 80% of 
the spontaneous light can be absorbed, thus providing light 
intensity large enough to control light source 22. 
As described above, according to the assembly of a 

VCSEL light source and a VCSEL optical detector of the 
present invention, the level of light absorption is increased 
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by extending the light path through reflections off the 
polygonal Surfaces. As a result, despite a partial loss of the 
spontaneous light between the light source and the optical 
detector, a sufficient electrical signal is realized to control 
the intensity of the vertical light emitted from the light 
SOUTCC. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An assembly of a VCSEL light source and a VCSEL 

optical detector, comprising a semiconductor substrate, a 
light source comprising at least one P-layer and at least one 
N-layer stacked on said semiconductor substrate for emitting 
light in vertical and lateral directions and an optical detector 
for monitoring light stacked around said light source for 
receiving the light laterally emitted from said light source, 

wherein the structure of said optical detector comprises at 
least one P-layer and at least one N-layer stacked, the 
inner surface thereof adjacent to said light source is 
cylindrical, and the outer surface thereof is approxi 
mately polygonal having a plurality of peaks and 
valleys, whereby said peaks and valleys increase the 
VCSEL optical detector's light absorption level. 

2. An assembly of a VCSEL light source and a VCSEL 
optical detector as claimed in claim 1, wherein the outer 
surface of said optical detector is substantially a regular 
polygon. 


