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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

�[0001] This invention relates to a carton which when
shipped from the manufacturer to its ultimate destination,
is in a folded arrangement such that the box or contain-
ment vessel is folded so that it may be entirely embraced
within the "lid" of the ultimate package. Such boxes are
convenient for use as "gift" boxes.
�[0002] Many "folded cartons" are available in present
day commercial establishments. Most folded boxes are
shipped in their folded condition and displayed in the fold-
ed condition, making it difficult for the consumer to gauge
the ultimate size and capacity of the box. Since the di-
mensions of the box appear on the "knocked down" box
it often requires that a consumer have a ruler or tape
measure handy to determine the capacity of the assem-
bled carton.
�[0003] The entire carton will be contained in a trans-
parent or semi-�transparent wrap so that the customer
may easily determine the size shape and color of the
unassembled gift carton through the transparent wrap.
Because the carton itself is stored within the confines of
the lid, the informed customer may easily determine (from
the size of the lid enclosing the folded carton) the dimen-
sions of the unassembled carton, � The customer has
merely to hold the gift carton (in its folded condition) up
to the article which is to be ultimately housed within the
gift carton to gauge whether the folded gift carton will
have sufficient capacity to contain the article once the
folded box is assembled.
�[0004] Many prior art gift cartons are manufactured
and shipped in their final assembled condition. These
prior art gift cartons are usually manufactured from rigid
board with the lid in place on the carton. Usually the com-
plete gift box is enclosed in a shrink- �wrap plastic enclo-
sure. Additional paraphernalia, such as ribbons, gift tags,
decorative stickers, etc. are placed inside the box before
the shrink- �wrap is applied to the gift carton. The advan-
tage of presenting the ultimate customer with a complete-
ly erected rigid gift carton (in a shrink wrap) is that the
customer may determine immediately upon seeing the
gift carton in its erected form is that it is easy to determine
whether the intended gift will fit into the assembled gift
carton. The disadvantage is that the shipping and pack-
aging costs associated with the assembled carton can
drive the ultimate selling price of the pre-�assembled car-
ton out of the range of most consumers.
�[0005] Thus this type of gift carton will be available only
in upscale gift shops where price is not a prime consid-
eration.

PERTINENT PRIOR ART

Canadian Patent 289,528 May 7, 1929

�[0006] This patent relates to a collapsible metallic box

in which the top and bottom components of the box fold
around the side walls of the ballot box. The side walls
have an accordion like pleat in the middle to permit the
side walls to collapse inwardly so that the front and rear
walls may be moved into a juxtaposed relationship with
only the side walls (being previously folded) being nested
therebetween. The top and bottom components may then
he folded about the front and rear wall nested package.
�[0007] The box described herein is metallic in nature
and requires metal flanges on some of the wall compo-
nents in order to deliver its promise of being truly collaps-
ible.

Canadian Patent 1,118,734 February 23, 1982

�[0008] This is a box manufactured from paperboard
and is foldable for shipping and storage in a compact
planar configuration. This carton requires considerable
manual dexterity to assemble it, and in addition, requires
adhesive strips to successfully assemble the box. A strip
of adhesive tape is applied across the top of the box,
provides additional security for the box.
�[0009] This box which is paperboard and has a folding
capability, has no capability to be ornamented, has no
separate lid and lacks the user friendliness of applicant’s
container wherein the ultimate size of the container is
revealed by the lid.

Canadian Patent, 1,245,309 April 26, 1983

(Very similar to 1,118,734 above)

Canadian Patent 1,226,563 September 8, 1987

�[0010] This is a cardboard box which may be folded to
form a ballot box. This container is simple in construction
and is relatively easy to assemble, but requires a
preglued panel to provide a handle and the enclosure
requires tags to engage slots in order to lock the device
together, Sealing tape is used to secure the assembled
container.

U.S. Patents 4,699,312, 4,981,259, 5,610,383, 
5,681,113

GB2358391 (UK Patent Application No. 0001191)

�[0011] This Application discloses a child-�resistant
cardboard container in which the lid telescopically fits
over the base of the container. The container also com-
prises internal flaps which prevent the lid from being re-
moved from the base of the container unless pressure is
applied to the sides of the container.

EP0512291 (European Patent Application No. 
92106578)

�[0012] This Application discloses a collapsible card-

1 2 



EP 1 332 973 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

board box. The box may be collapsed so that it occupies
a minimum height, and the minimum height corresponds
to the height of a rim of a box lid. Therefore, when it is
collapsed, the box may fit entirely within the box lid. In
addition, it also discloses attaching a pallet to the base
of the box to help in handling thereof.

U.S Patent 5,261, 759

�[0013] This Patent discloses a gift wrapping and pack-
aging combination which comprises a stiff backing mem-
ber, a collapsible gift box, interior wrapping paper, exte-
rior decorative wrapping paper, a greeting card and trim-
ming material. The items are wrapped together using a
transparent sheeting material such that the stiff backing
member provides support for the remaining items.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

�[0014] This invention thus relates to a method of pack-
aging a folded container entirely within its lid so that the
consumer can immediately see the carton, lid, ribbon,
bow, gift tags and other wrapping paraphernalia which
are displayed within the carton lid in a plastic shrink-�wrap.
The lid and the contained box assembly are shipped from
the manufacturer to a retail purveyor in the compact
"knocked- �down" condition. Because of this method of
packaging and storing, the entire folded carton within the
rigid lid, the customer may easily ascertain the length,
width and height of the assembled carton without having
to open the shrink-�wrap covering. The customer only has
to hold the package of the lid containing the folded carton
up to the intended gift to determine whether the gift will
fit into the assembled carton.
�[0015] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion there is provided a gift carton and separate rigid lid
having the features of Claim 1.
�[0016] Preferably, panels forming the four sides of the
assembled box have attached thereto four bottom panels
which when assembled interlock to form a bottom for said
carton.
�[0017] Advantageously, said four bottom panels form
a snap lock or Houghland bottom for said carton.
�[0018] Conveniently, said blank and ribbon, gift tags
and other wrapping paraphernalia are contained within
said lid and are enclosed within a transparent wrap.
�[0019] Preferably, said blank and ribbon, gift tags and
other wrapping paraphernalia are contained within said
lid and are enclosed within a closely fitting bag of a trans-
lucent plastic material.
�[0020] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention there is provided a method having the features
of Claim 4.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

�[0021]

Figure 1 is a drawing of the blank used to form the
box of this invention.

Figure 2 shows the blank of Figure 1 in a partially
folded condition.

Figure 3 shows the partially folded box blank of Fig-
ure 1.

Figure 4 shows the box of Figure 1 completely folded.

Figure 5 shows the folded box of Figure 4 inserted
into the box lid.

Figure 6 shows box 10 orientated for construction of
the bottom.

Figure 7 shows the box having the lid placed thereon.

Figure 8 shows the complete box having a ribbon
applied.

Figure 9 shows the completcly assembled box with
a decorative ribbon in place.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

�[0022] The carton of the invention described in this ap-
plication is well known in the packaging industry as the
Houghland or snap lock bottom carton. It is frequently
known as the 1-2-3 closure because of the swift and
speedy manner in which the bottom panels may be erect-
ed. The other outstanding feature of this closure is that
once the bottom of the carton has been assembled, the
carton and bottom are quite stable and not subject to
collapse.
�[0023] Referring now to Figure 1 a blank 10 is shown
having four panels 12, 14, 16, 18 (which become the
sidewalls of the container 10) separated by score lines
20, 22, 24, 26. Score line 26 separates glue flap 28 from
panel 18.
�[0024] A second score line 30 is provided between
panels 12, 14, 16, 18 and end panel components 32, 34,
36 and 38 respectively. The end panel components 32
and 36 are bent inwardly of the sides 12 and 16 before
or after glue flap 28 is glued to side 12. End flaps 34 and
38 are bent outwardly of panels 14 and 18 so as to overlie
the exterior surface of panels 14 and 18 as shown in
Figure 2.
�[0025] Flap 28 is next glued to the side 12. With the
glue flap 28 secured to side 12 and the end panels 32
and 36 tucked inside the carton and end panels 34 and
36 folded over the outside of panels 14 and 18, the folded
blank 10 takes on the appearance of a flat folded structure
of Figure 3. The box may be folded again at scorelines
20 and 22 to produce the folded hox as shown in Figure 4.
�[0026] The folded box of Figure 4 may now be inserted
in lid 40 as shown in Figure 5. Lid 40 is a rigid lid having

3 4 



EP 1 332 973 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

shallow sides 42, 44, 46 and 48 to embrace and overlap
box 10 when assembled. The box 10 and lid 14 require
only as much space as the lid represents; in this condition
the box and lid present a very compact unit for shipping
and storage. A ribbon 52 and any other decorative par-
aphernalia such as gift tag 50 may be included in the box
lid under the protection of a shrink-�wrap.
�[0027] It will be noted that the ribbon 52 shown in Fig-
ure 8 is preglued at 54 to provide a complete seal for box
10. The ribbon 52 shown in Figure 9 is sccurely fastened
to the box 10 by means of preglued portion 54 to hold
the lid closed and to secure the gift tag 50 in its proper
place.
�[0028] The gift box described above may be conven-
iently stored and assembled in a jiffy. It may be attrac-
tively appointed and used for a variety of occasions.
�[0029] The enclosing wrap which secures the un-
assembled carton within the carton lid is a transparent
shrink wrap or plastic bag which surrounds the lid and
unassembled carton. It is envisioned that plastic or nylon
enclosures may perform equally well.
�[0030] The material comprising the box may be Kraft
board, wood, plastic sheeting or sheet metal, such as
aluminum or steel.

Claims

1. A gift carton and a separate rigid lid (40), wherein:
the carton has four sides and a bottom and an open
top; and the lid (40) is for said open top comprising
a flat panel having four shallow sides (42, 44, 46, 48)
which overlap the sides of the carton when placed
on said open top; �
said carton being unassembled and folded in such
a manner that the carton and wrapping parapherna-
lia are completely stored and displayed within the
confines of the rigid lid in a transparent plastic shrink
wrap or plastic bag for shipping and display purpos-
es.

2. A carton (10) and lid (40) as claimed In claim 1 where-
in panels (12, 14, 16, 18) forming the four sides of
the assembled carton have attached thereto four bot-
tom panels (32, 34, 36, 38) which when assembled
interlock to form a bottom for said carton.

3. A carton (10) and lid (40) as claimed In claim 2,
wherein said four bottom panels (32, 34, 36, 38) form
a snap lock bottom for said carton.

4. A method of packaging a gift carton comprising:�

providing a separate rigid lid (40) having four
shallow sides (42, 44, 46, 48) for overlapping
the top of the assembled gift carton;
providing a suitable glued carton blank (10)
which can be knocked down into an unassem-

bled configuration to fit within said rigid lid (40);
folding said carton into a compacted configura-
tion;
placing said folded carton completely within the
confines of said rigid rigid lid (40);
enclosing wrapping paraphernalia completely
within the confines of said rigid lid (40); and
enclosing said rigid lid (40), folded carton and
wrapping paraphernalia within a transparent
shrink wrap or plastic bag such that the wrapping
paraphernalia are displayed within the rigid lid.

Patentansprüche

1. Geschenkschachtel und getrennter steifer Deckel
(40), wobei die Schachtel vier Seiten und einen Bo-
den und eine offene Oberseite hat und der Deckel
(40) für die offene Oberseite bestimmt ist und ein
flaches Feld mit vier niedrigen Seiten (42, 44, 46,
48) aufweist, die die Seiten der Schachtel überlap-
pen, wenn der Deckel auf die offene Oberseite plat-
ziert wird,�
wobei die Schachtel so auseinandergebaut und ge-
faltet wird, dass die Schachtel und das Verpackungs-
zubehör für Transport- und Auslagezwecke vollstän-
dig innerhalb des steifen Deckels einer transparen-
ten Schrumpfverpackung oder Kunststofftüte gela-
gert und ausgelegt werden.

2. Schachtel (10) und Deckel (40) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei an den die vier Seiten der zusammengebau-
ten Schachtel bildenden Feldern (12, 14, 16, 18) vier
Bodenfelder (32, 34, 36, 38) angebracht sind, die im
zusammengebauten Zustand zur Bildung eines Bo-
dens für die Schachtel ineinander eingreifen.

3. Schachtel (10) und Deckel (40) nach Anspruch 2,
wobei die vier Bodenfelder (32, 34, 36, 38) einen
Rastverschlussboden für die Schachtel bilden.

4. Verfahren zum Verpacken einer Geschenkschach-
tel, bei dem man
einen getrennten steifen Deckel (40) mit vier niedri-
gen Seiten (42, 44, 46, 48) zur Überlappung der
Oberseite der zusammengebauten Geschenk-
schachtel bereitstellt,�
einen geeigneten, mit Klebstoff versehenen Schach-
telzuschnitt (10) bereitstellt, der in eine nicht zusam-
mengebaute Konfiguration zusammengeklappt wer-
den kann, so dass er in den steifen Deckel (40) hin-
einpasst, �
die Schachtel in eine kompakte Konfiguration faltet,�
den gefalteten Karton vollständig in den steifen Dek-
kel (40) hineinplatziert,�
das Verpackungszubehör vollständig in den steifen
Deckel (40) beifügt und
den steifen Deckel (40), die gefaltete Schachtel und
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das Verpackungszubehör so in eine transparente
Schrumpfverpackung oder Kunststofftüte ein-
schließt, dass das Verpackungszubehör in dem stei-
fen Deckel ausgelegt wird.

Revendications

1. Carton à cadeaux et couvercle (40) rigide séparé, le
carton présentant quatre flancs, un fond et un som-
met ouvert ; et le couvercle (40) étant destiné audit
sommet ouvert et comportant un panneau plat muni
de quatre flancs (42, 44, 46, 48) de faible profondeur
qui recouvrent les flancs du carton lorsque le cou-
vercle est placé sur ledit sommet ouvert ;�
ledit carton n’étant pas assemblé et étant plié de telle
manière que le carton et le nécessaire d’emballage
soient entièrement stockés et présentés dans les li-
mites du couvercle rigide dans un film rétractable ou
un sachet en plastique transparent à des fins d’ex-
pédition et de présentation.

2. Carton (10) et couvercle (40) selon la revendication
1, les panneaux (12, 14, 16, 18) formant les quatre
flancs du carton assemblé étant munis de quatre
panneaux (32, 34, 36, 38) de fond qui y sont fixés et
qui, une fois assemblés, s’imbriquent afin de former
un fond pour ledit carton.

3. Carton (10) et couvercle (40) selon la revendication
2, lesdits quatre panneaux (32, 34, 36, 38) de fond
formant un fond à verrouillage par encliquetage pour
ledit carton.

4. Procédé d’emballage d’un carton à cadeaux
comportant :�

la mise à disposition d’un couvercle (40) rigide
séparé muni de quatre flancs (42, 44, 46, 48) de
faible profondeur destinés à recouvrir le sommet
du carton à cadeaux assemblé ;
la mise à disposition d’une découpe appropriée
de carton (10) encollé pouvant être aplatie en
une configuration non assemblée de façon à
s’ajuster à l’intérieur dudit couvercle (40) rigide ;
le pliage dudit carton en une configuration
compactée ;
le placement dudit carton plié entièrement à l’in-
térieur des limites dudit couvercle (40) rigide ;
l’insertion d’un nécessaire d’emballage entière-
ment à l’intérieur des limites dudit couvercle (40)
rigide ; et
l’insertion desdits couvercle (40) rigide, carton
plié et nécessaire d’emballage à l’intérieur d’un
film rétractable ou d’un sachet en plastique
transparent de telle sorte que le nécessaire
d’emballage soit présenté à l’intérieur du cou-
vercle rigide.
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