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. ThlS mventmn relates to card helders or name_
‘plates ‘for use with electrlc wiring apparatus ,
It is'a general obJect of the present ‘invention:
“to-provide:a novel and imiproved ‘name: plate or
‘card-holder-and ‘mounting means for. attachmg;
“'the same to eléctric: wiring: apparatus

More particularly it is an obJect of the inven-

tion‘to provide a card holder or name plate hav--.
ing means" thereon for assocxatmn w1th ‘a face
“plate and ‘a8 wiring: device Whereby it ‘is‘locked .

"4 in’ place on- the front of the face plate by thev

20

devwe

One of the. features of the mventlon res1des
n’ the ‘provision of a name plate or card holder

for use with that type of ‘wiring apparatis where-

~in an apertured face’ plate accommodstes:a por-
“tion-of "a- wmng device ‘which’ proJects through'

the apertute- and ‘Wherein the name plate is

" equipped With means- passing throughthe aper-

ture and locked therein by the wiring' device.
Another ‘feature of the inventio) ‘aesxdes in‘the

“provision:of -4 name plate. ‘adaptéf “to.Fest ‘on

the front of a wall orface plate - and having
a flange passing through an aperture in the face

platé and locked therein by a nieck on:a. ‘Wiring
“device which substantially fifs-said: apertiire and

“‘wherein a portion: of the ﬂange engages the rear
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‘of the face plate.

Other and further features and 'bJects of the

invention will bé more apparent to those skllled .

in"the art:upon a consideration-of . the ‘decoms=

wherein-is disclosed a ‘single exemplary embodi~
ment of the: invention; -with the: ‘understanding
that such changes and vanatxons may be made

“therein’'as fall-'within the scope-of the appended :

claims: thhout departmg from the spxrit of the
invention.
“Insafd drawmg,

: “Figure 1 is a face: vrew of wirmg apparatus
o equlpped w1th the ‘device of. the present inven-'
t.tlon shown in full size; i

Figure 2 is a fragmentary vert1cal sect*on on
11ne 242 of ng 1, shown: on anenlarged scale;
F‘lgurn 3is g perspective’ view, on-the scale
of Fig.'2, of the card holder or hame plate; and

F1gure 4is a fragmentary sect1on .on: line: 4—-4,
“of Fig. 3. ‘

In electric wmng apparatus of the wall plate
type, and particularly where various. combina~

. tions of ‘wiring devices can be madé up at-will,

as-for instance, in-accordance with my Patent
1,875,224 for -electric: wiring ‘apparatus granted

- August 30, 1932, there is. sometimes a.rieed for
‘some ‘means’ of ‘indicat’ing; onthe front of the

- -and "the like.
panying: drawmg and: -following ~specifi¢ation,.

dev1ce the 01rcu1t controlled by a sw1tch the e

-"type of -power available &t ‘47 DOWEr .ofitlet; ‘or-.
‘the name of a’ party, -station or:the like served = . .}
~by- the push button: of -a ‘signal ‘system. =~Obvi~..

‘ously this indication cannot well ‘be applied di- 60"

rectly to the name: plate, ‘because the - various.

“uses-and “designations ‘would Tequire too large

a vanety of plates, to be economically. stocked.

It is -the: purpose -of the: present- .invention: to :

provide a card holder ‘or name plate which:can

be: apphed without ‘the use of any add1t10nal at-

taching means ‘to-any wall plate of ‘the type.in’
which: a portion: of ‘the wiring device. protrudesi :

through an opening .in the plate.:
) Referrmg now to the drawmg, there is shown

‘at 10-a face or wall plate in-the present:-instance
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being ‘formeéd of suitablé insulating material and -

having a considerable thickness as shown in-Fig,

2, although this is not ‘necessary; for the inven-
tion can’be ‘applied: to any ‘type of .wall plate. .

In‘Fig. 2 this plate is:shown: as mounted against

~a.wall"12 in which is' carrxed a switch ‘or-outlet
“box 14 in the' customary ‘manner. :
‘face of this box is secired a mounting strap-or - . -
80 -

_carries ‘one or more”wiring devices. which -aré -~

brldge 15 by means: of screws 16, and-this strap

mterchangeable theréin 45 regards position and

- type, there ‘being. provided for the purpose va-

rious styles of’ switehes, power: and. convenience

outlets, radio’ outléts, -pilot lights, :push buttons 8
‘At the ‘lower part of Fig. 1-is -
'shown 2 push ‘button’ 17 ‘whereas the dev1ce
j‘numbered 18 is a switch. :

Across the

Each of the wiring - dev1ces is carned by ‘the. -

: mountmg strap-15 and has a body portlon 20 and
E: forwardly ‘extending ‘neck portlon 21 which
;extends through an apertule 22 in the face: plate

90 :

10 so that-its front face'is more or 1ess flush with k

a neat appearance. The neck construction per-

‘mits. a uniform size of openmg to:be used in the
,;Dla.te for' various wiring devicés.  As shown in Fig:

1,'the aperture is formed with two straight sides

.24 at ‘top, and -bottom "which “are " conriected
by the-arcuate’ shaped ends 25,
“neck 21 of the wiring, devme into this aperture is
-necessarlly not perfect because of ahgnment dif--

The. fit: 6f ‘the .

ficulties'and several hun dredths of ‘an 1nch clear-

'ance is allowed,

The name ‘plate: or. card holder may be formed

' "the front: face of the wall ‘plate, thus providing =
195 -

100

2105,
“of any suitable materigl in one‘or more parts;’
" As shown;, it is formed from a single piece of metal =~ -

stamped to form a suitably shaped frame-portion

30-which is rabbeted- as’at 31 to receive a card

,32 on whlch the name may be: written or prmted -
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The card may be covered by a transparent water-
proof sheet 33 cf celluloid or the like. A pair of
integral lugs or tabs 34 are provided at the ends,
as shown in Fig. 4, to be bent over the back of the
card to hold it in position in the frame. These
in fact can be.permanently bent and the card
slipped in by buckling the center and inserting
the ends under the tabs, for the card is otherwise
held in position when the holder is mounted
azainst the face plate as shown in Figs. 1 and 2;
where it is positioned just below the opening car-
rying the push button-and with its upper edge in
alignment with the lower straight edge 24 of the
opening.

To permit of this posmomng, the. uppe1 edge
35 of the frame has its central portion extended
rearwardly to form a flange 36 preferably of a
depth equivalent to the thickness of the plate 10,
as shown in Fig. 2, and which is received between
the flat wall 24 ¢f the aperture and the lower flat
surface of the neck 21 on the wiring device, there
being sufficient clearance for. this purpose. ‘To
insure the card holder remaining in position, the

ends of the flange 36 are.turned up as at 38 to .
follow for a short distance along the curved end"
~walls. 25 of the aperture in the face plate, as

shown. in ‘Fig, 1, their spacing insuring against
any longitudinal movement of the mame. plate.
Each of these turned up ends is provided with a
depending skirt portion 39 turned down parallel
to the general plane of the frame so as to be re-
ceived behind the face plate and substant ially in
engagement with' the rear face thereof, as seen
in Fig. 2, to prevent withdrawal oi the name plate.
Conveniernitly in the stamping operation which

-forms the portions 38, & web or gusset 40 is pro-

vided attaching them to the main portion .of the
frame for added rigidity. . -

It will be clear that instead of having a frame
to receive a card.that the name plate could be
formed. of some malded material with a surface
adapted to receive suitable markings and hav-
ing molded therein material to form the flange 36
and associated parts for securing the name plate
in position.

In applying the - device, the brldge or strap
15 is equipped with its wiring devices, wired and
secured in position to the box by means of the

'screws. 16.. The aperture in the face plate which

is to receive the name plate then has the por-
tions 38, 39 passed therethrough, which they will
readily do, since the distance between them is less
than the greatest length -of the opening in the
face plate. The name plate" is ‘then lowered
until the skirts 39 engage behind the rear face of
the plate and the flange 36 rests against the

lower wall of the opening. The plate is then ap- |

plied to the wall so that the necks of the wiring

devices pass through the openings in the plate, -

thus locking the name plate in position... The face
plate is then. secured in position by means of

screws 42 passing through the face plate and re-

ceived into threaded apertures in the-.strap or
bridge 15.

necessary, one above and one below the wiring
device.

Obviously .two. name plates can be
-provided for each opening. in the face plate if

1,930,610

Having. thus described the invention, what is
claimed as new and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Patent is: )

1. Electric wiring apparatus including a face
plate having an aperture therethrough, a wiring
device having a portion adapted to fit through
said aperture, a card holder adapted to rest on
said plate adjacent said aperture and means on
said holder extending through the aperture and
engaged by said device.

.2. Electric wiring -apparatus including - in
combination, a wall plate having an opening

‘therein, a wiring device having "~a projection

adapted to substantially fill said opening, a card
holder adapted to fit against said plate adjacent
said opening and a hook on said holder adapted
to engage an edge of the opening and the back
of said plate and be held in position by said
projection.

3. The combination with an apertured face
plate and a wiring device having a part to sub-
stantially- fill 'said aperture, of a name card hold-
er fitting against the front of said plate, a por-

ion of said holder engaging a wall of said aper-
ture and of said part and means extending from
said- portion.into engagement w1th the back cf
said plate.

4. A card holder for electric Wmng apparatus
comprising in combination, a stamped metal
frame adapted to receive a card, means thereon
to secure-a card in position, a flange on said
frame extending rearwardly therefrom, one end
of said flange being sharply bent away from the
frame, said end having a skirt portion at each
side thereof... -

5. A card holder for electnc wiring apparatus
comprmng in . combination, a rabbeted metal
frame adapted to hold a card, a flange extending
rearwardly from one side of the frame, an end
portion of said ﬂange diverging from the frame
side and an overhang at the rear edge of said
portmn substa.ntlally parallel to the plane of the
frame.

6. Electric wmng apparatus 1nclud1nrr in com-
bination, a face plate having an opening there-
through- with a straight side wall and end walls
meeting the side at an-‘angle, of a wiring device
having a neck extend'ng into and substantially
filling said opening, a rabbeted metal frame fit-
ting against the front face of said plate and
adapted to hold a card, a flange. extending rear-
wardly: from said frame-and lying against the
straight wall of the opening, ends on said flange
bent to lie against the end walls and skirts on
said ends engaging the rear face of said plate.

7. The combination with electric wiring appa-
ratus including a face plate having an opening
therethrough and a wiring device having a neck
substantially filling said opening, of a name plate
having a .portion extending into. said cpening

“between the neck and opening wall and means on

said portion engaging the rear wall of the plate
whereby the name plate is locked. in place by
said neck. -’

VICTOR R. DESPARD.
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