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This invention relates to holders for socket
wrench sets, and more particularly to hold-
ers adapted to hold a series of sockets of

graduated sizes in a row, and for holding a

> bent end handle member in a convenient posi-
tion relative to the sockets. '
The principal object of this invention is
to provide a holder having means for retain-
ing the sockets in a compact and orderly ar-
i rangement, and also to. provide means for
firmly holding the handle member in packed
position adjacent the sockets. Another ob-
ject of the invention is to provide a- holder
frot which the handle may be removed with-
“15 out disturbing the arrangement of the sockets
in the holder and also to provide means

_ whereby one of the sockets may be removed shown ) , 7
-16 is in locked position so that: the sockets - -

from the holder for use with the handle

member without affecting the holding means.

2t ag to the sockets remaining in the holder.
Other objects of the invention are to pro-
vide means for positively locking the sockets
in the container independent of the handle;
- to-provide such means which will be effective
25 fo hold all or only a few of them and to pro-
vide a-holder of this type which will be light
in weight, and strong and substantial so as
to’ withstand rough handling to which such
devices are ordinarily subjected. - =
" Other objects and advantages-will become
apparent- when the following specifieation- is
considered in connection with the -accom-
panying. drawing wherein I have lustrated
a selected embodiment of my invention, and
35 in-which 2 »
Fig. lisa plan.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation. ’ .
 Fig. 8 is a side elevation showing the
“handle removed: and the socket locking
40 -means opened to render the sockets accessible.
~ Fig. 4is a plan of a portion of the locking
¢lement. - : IR :
Flg. 5 is a section on the line 5—5- of
Fig: 2. . , '-
- Fig. 61s an end elevation of the right end
of Fig. 2, and : , SRt
Fig. 7 is a section on the line 7—7 of Fig. 2.
Referring now to the drawings; 10 indi-
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cates a houising or tray having a bottom 11:

50 and side flanges 12 and 13 projecting up-

wardly therefrom. The tray is preferably

‘tapered so as to be parrow at one end and
wide at the other end as best shown in Fig.

1.6 receive a series of sockets 14 of graduated

55 gime and & serew driver socket member 15. A
locking member 16 extends lengthwise over

the tray iminedfately over the énds,fof thé :

sockets and is provided with depending ears
17 and 18, preferibly at the wide end of the
tray, which dre pivotally connected to- the
respective side flanges by meéans'of pivot pins
ot rivets 19." The opposite end of the locking

60 )

member. is preférably depressed slightly, as

indicated at 20, and is arcuate in cross section
as best shown m Fig. 7. -

A oup miember 21 preferably ¢ylindrical
in form is adapted to be seated 1 the arcuate
portion 20° of the locking member, and is

secured by suitable means such as a rivet 22

to an arm 28. The arm 23 is pivotally con-

nected by means of a rivet 24 to an upstand-

ing end flange 25 of the tray 10.

As shown in Fig. 2, the locking member

14 are securely held in the holder. A lip
96 depending from the end of the locking
member  prevents the sockets from sliding

outwardly between the arms 17 and 18 and

the inside heads of the rivets 19 also serve
this purpose by engaging the enlarged: part
of the end socket 14. ‘At the opposite end

of the holder I prefer to provide a screw

driver socket member 15 and .to more se-
ciitely lock this member in place, I provide

aslot 27 in the depressed end 20.of the lock- *

ing” member 16 through which the screw

“driver portion projects. The cylindrical re-

ceptacle 21 is also preferably slotted as indi- - B

cated 4t 28 in Fig. 7 to permit the passage
of the screw driver member. Co

~ A handle member 29 may conveniently be
disposed over the locking member 16 with

90

its straight end inserted in the receptacle 21 -

and with ifs bent end projecting down-
wardly at the other end of the holder along-
side of the largest socket: To more securely
hold the handle 29 in this position, I prefer

to shape the locking member 16 to corre-

spond to the shape of the lower portion of

" the handle.. In the present instance, a han-

dle hexagonal in cross section is illustrated,

and I therefore provide the locking member
with a bottom portion 30 and side portions
.31 and. 32 which form a channel adapted to

snugly receive the handle as best illustrated
in Fig. 5. By thus chauneling the locking
member 16 it i1s rendered sufliciently rigid so
that it will withstand veasonable forces
whereby it might otherwise be bent out of

ative.

In order to lock the bent end 33 of the
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shape and consequently be rendered inoper- M0



+ -posed edges.
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handle in place, I provide a cap 34 which
is provided with ears 35 and 36 which are
adapted to clamp over the wide portion of
the handle member between oppositely dis-
The cap 34 is shaped to em-
brace the bent end of the handle member
and is provided at its lower end with ears
37 and 38 which are pivotally connected to
the side flanges 12 and 13 of the housing by

v means of the aforementioned pivot pins 19.

I also provide a finger grip as indicated
at 39 to render opening of the cap more
easily accomplished. o

In order to take the handle 29 from the
holder, the cap 34 is swung about its pivot
19 so that the bent end of ‘the handle may
be raised from the Iocking member 16, and
the straight end withdrawn from the recep-
tacle 21. The sockets then remain locked in
the container and the handle may then be
used for any desired purpose without dis-
turbing the packing of the sockets. To with-
‘draw a socket, the arm 23 and receptacle 21
are swung on the pivot 24 in the diréction
indicated by the arrow in Fig. 7 until they

~clear the arcuate portion 20 of the locking
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member. To render such swinging more
easily ‘accomplished, I provide a notch 40

in the locking member whereby it is only -

necessary to depress the end of the locking
member a very slight amount, sufficient
clearance for such depressure being provided
as shown at 41 in Fig. 2. When the recep-
tacle 21 is thus swung to the side, the lock-
ing member 16 may be raised about the piv-
ots 19 and any one of the sockets may then
be withdrawn. The remaining sockets may
then be again locked in the container by

“closing the locking member 16. It will thus

be seen that I have provided an efficient
holder - which is simple in construction,

effective to hold all or only a part of a socket
wrench set, and which may be manufactured
at a comparatively low cost. o

I am aware that changes may be made in
the form and construction of my improved

the invention and I therefore reserve’ the

- right to make such changes as fairly fall
~within the scope of the following claims,
which could be construed as broadly as pos-

sible, consistent with the state of the art.

I claim as my invention: '

1. An article of the class described com-
prising a tray for receiving a set of sockets

In a row, means extending lengthwise over

said row of sockets for retaining said sock-
ets in said tray, and means for holding a
socket wrench handle in place over said re-
taining means.

2. In combination, a tray for receiving a
set of sockets in a row, a set of sockets dis-

_posed in a row in sa‘d tray. means for re-

taining said sockets in said tray comprising
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a member disposed over the tops of said
sockets and connected to one end of said
tray so as to be adjustable from operative

to moperative position; means at the other
end of sald tray for locking said retaining 7

means in operative position, a socket wrench
handle disposed over said retaining means,
means for holding one end of said handle
in sa‘d position, and means for holding the

opposite end of said handle in said posi-

tion, the latter means being mounted so as
to be adjustable from operative to inopera-
tive position for releasably holding said
handle. o P

- 3. In combination, a tray, a set of sockets
arranged in a row in said tray, means for
retaining said sockets in said tray compris-
ing a part disposed lengthwise over the row

80

of sockets and pivotally connected to one

end of said tray on an axistransverse to the
length of said tray, means at the other end
of said tray for locking said retaining part
in effective position, a socket wrench handle
disposed over said part; means at one end

of said tray for receiving the corresponding

J

end of said handle, and mounted means at -
the other end for releasably ‘holding ‘the -

opposite end of said handle. :
4. In combination, a tray, a set of sockets
arranged in a row in said tray, means for re-
taining said sockets in -said tray compris-
ing a part disposed lengthwise thereover and

pivotally connected to one end of said tray -

on an axis transverse to the length thereof,
an arm mounted on the other end of ‘said
tray for releasably locking said part in ef-
fective position, a socket wrench handle dis-
posed over and -along said part, means on
said arm for receiving one end of said handle
and means for releasably holding the oppo-

‘site end thereof.
strong and light in weight, and which is

5. In combination, a tray, a set of sockets
arranged in a row in said tray, means ‘for

100

retain‘ng said sockets in said tray compris- -

ing a part disposed lengthwise over the row
of sockets and pivotally connected to one

~end of said tray on an axis transverse to the
holder without departing from the spirit of -

length of ‘said tray, a sockét wrench handle
digposed over and along said part, means
on said part for positioning ‘said handle

‘thereon, means at one-end of said tray for
-locking said part in effective position and
_for receiving the corresponding end-of the
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handle, and means at the other end for re-

leasably holding the opposite end of said

handle. — c

6. In.an article of the class described, the
combination of a tray for receiving a set-of
sockets in a row and means for holding the
sockets in said fray and comprising a memn-
ber extending lengthwise of said tray and

cincluding a bifurcated part forming a pair

of ears depending from said member and
straddling the tray, said ears being con-
nected to said tray so as to permit relative
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movement between the retaining member and
tray. ' ‘

7. In an article of the class described, the
combination of a tray for receiving a set of
sockets in a row, a set of sockets in sald
tray, a socket retaining member disposed
over said sockets and including a bifurcated
part comprising a pair of depending ears

straddling a socket in the tray and pivotally:
connected to said tray, a bent end socket

wrench handle member disposed over said
retaining member and having its bent end
projecting downwardly alongside the socket
in the tray adjacent said bifurcated part,
and means for releasably holding the handle
over said retaining member.

8. In combination, a tray including a
bottom portion and side wall portions ex-

8

tending upwardly from the bottom portion,

a set of sockets arranged in a row in said

tray between said side walls, means for re-
taining said sockets in said tray and in-

“cluding a part disposed lengthwise over the

row of sockets, a socket wrench handle mem-
ber disposed over said part, means at one
end of said tray for locking the adjacent end
of said part and handle respectively. in
their respective pos‘tions, and means adja-
cent the other end of the tray for locking
the adjacent end of the handle member in
said position over the retaining part, said
means and said part being pivotally con-
nected to the side walls of said tray on a

‘pivot common to both.

HAROLD G. RICE. -
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