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The present invention relates to an im 
E; in applicators, one object thereof eing to provide a commodity which can be 
readily manufactured and which at the same 
time will present many advantages of use 
over other forms of applicators, swabs, and - 
the like with which I am now familiar. Ac 
cording to my invention, it will be possible 
to minimize the chances of infecting or 
otherwise destroying the effectiveness of a 
swab such as may frequently Een where 
the operator is compelled to apply a loose 
piece of cotton to the end of a stick and 
thereafter dip the stick in a solution pre 
vious to application of the medicinal agent 
to the part affected. 
One form of my invention is illustrated in 

the drawings staying the present specification, and in which 
Figure 1 is a view in elevation with a 

portion of the tip cut away, and 
Figure 2, a view in elevation of a modified form of applicator. 
Referring to the drawings, my improved 

applicator construction includes a stick 1 
having at one end a coating of adhesive 2, 
such for example as a sugary syrup which 
hardens when it becomes dry. A small sup ply of medicinal composition 3 is placed 
adjacent to the end of the stick 1 and is sub 
stantially enclosed in a tip 4 consisting of 
any suitable fibrous material, such as ab 
sorbent cotton or the like, said tip, being effectively secured in operative position by 
adhesion to the exposed portion of the ad 
hesive coating 2. 
The modification illustrated in Figure 2 

consists of a stick 5 having at one end a tip 
6 which is impregnated in whole or in part 
by a soluble medicinal composition. If de 
sired, the end of the stick 5 may be pro 
vided with a coating 7 of suitable adhesive 
material such as the sugar solution above 
referred to so that, when the tip 6 is at 
tached, it will be more firmly secured to the 
end of the stick 5 than would be the case if 
no adhesive were supplied. Where no ad 
hesive is used, a slight scoring or indenta 
tion 8 may be effected adjacent to the end 
of the stick 5 so that a portion of the fibers 
of the tip will be lodged in said scoring, 
thus to some extent preventing the tip from accidentally coming off. 
A method of making the applicator here 

inabove described may include the steps of 
applying an adhesive coating to a stick, ap 
plying an increment of soluble medicinal 
composition adjacent to said coating, and 
applying a covering for said soluble com 
position while the coating is in adhesive 
condition and then removing the moisture. 
Where the applicator takes the form illus 
trated in Figure 2, my method includes the 
steps of applying an adhesive coating to an 
end of the stick 5, securing a tip of absorbent 
cotton or the like thereto, treating said tip 
with a solution of soluble medicinal com 
position, and then eliminating the moisture 
therefrom. 

It is contemplated that where the term 
stick is used herein, it means an elongated 
member of any suitable material, such as 
wood, glass, fiber, or the like. The soluble 
medicinal composition to be used will de 
pend upon the purpose for which the appli 
cator is intended. I find that my device pre 
sents an effective means for applying anti 
septic medicinal preparations such as mer 
cury derivatives of dibromfluorescein, iodine 
in concentrated form, and other similar com 
positions. It will be apparent that an ap 
Rica: made according to my invention can produced in large quantities at a low 
price, depending chiefly on the active me 
dicinal ingredient utilized in the tip, and 
in use, will present substantial advantages 
over other devices now made for a similar 
purpose. By Rily securing the fibrous 
tip to the stick, the applicator can be used 
with much greater effectiveness than it could 
be if the tip were in danger of falling off or 
being easily removed. Furthermore, the 
fibrous tip or covering protects the medici 
nal composition and interposes a soft end 
between said composition and the part to 
which the solution of such composition is to 
be applied in use. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. An applicator comprising a stick, a tip 

of absorbent fibrous material thereon, and a 
soluble medicinal composition associated 
with said tip whereby when a liquid solvent 
is applied to the tip, the latter will contain 
a solution of said medicinal composition in 
condition for application as desired. 

2. An applicator comprising a stick, a tip 
of soluble medicinal composition, an ad 
hesive coating on said stick, and an absorb 
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ent fibrous material having one portion ad- and a fibrous material covering said medic 
hering to said adhesive and another portion ament. 
in position to effectively receive a solution In testimony whereof, I have signed my 10 
of said composition when a liquid solvent name to this specification this 10th day of 

f; thereof is applied to said fibrous material. September, 1925. 
3. An applicator comprising a stick, a 

solid soluble medicament adhering thereto, LAURENCE C. SHEPHERD. 


