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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 553,690, dated January 28, 1896. 
Application filed June 5, 1895, 

To all whon, it naily concern 
Be it known that I, HARRIET W. RooD, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at the 
city, county, and State of New York, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Bifurcated Skirts, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

garment which shall have the general appear 
ance of a skirt while possessing all its advan 
tages, this skirt being particularly adapted 
for use on bicycles, although it may be used 
in other relations. 
The invention consists in the construction 

hereinafter described, which embodies a com 
bined outer skirt and inner trousers, the skirt 
having a front portion extending entirely 
across the skirt and around to the back, where 
it is divided, the edges of the divided parts 
being connected With suitable breadths of 
material, Which are severally joined to the 
front portion of the skirt, thereby substan 
tially forming trousers-legs. 
The skirt at the waist is divided over the 

hips to form vertical separations or plackets, 
the Waist of the skirt at the front and back 
of the plackets forming flaps separable from 
each other. w 

The front portion of the skirt or flap has a 
Suitable band, from which extends a belt 
Which passes around a person's Waist and is 
joined at the back. The backportion of the 
garment or rear flap at the top also has a band 
which is connected with a belt which passes 
around a person's Waist and is joined at the 
front. These two bands are also arranged to 
be joined together at the plackets to unite 
the front and rear flaps. By this means the 
front and rear flaps of the garment can be 
independently supported around a person's 
Waist, while at the same time said two por 
tions of the garment can be joined together 
around the body. At the bands of front and 
rear flaps I also attach a pair of trourers-legs 
or drawers, which extend down into the first 
mentioned legs of the skirt, provision being 
made to fasten these trousers-legs at or near 
the knees, the waist of the trousers having 
side plackets registering with the plackets in 
the skirt, which forms front and rear flaps as 
a part of those of the skirt. By this means 
a person's thighs will be doubly protected by 
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the inner and outer trousers-legs, inadvertent 
raising of the skirt prevented, while said 
Outer legs have all the appearance of a com 
pleted skirt, at the same time allowing the 
rear flap to be "detached and let down. 

of parts that will be more fully hereinafter 
set forth, and then pointed out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part hereof, wherein 

Figure 1 is a front view, in perspective, of 
the skirt or garment, the front being opened 
to display the leg portions and a leg portion 
separated from the skirt front to display the 
trousers-leg. Fig. 2 is a bottom view thereof 
in perspective. Fig. 3 is a front view showing 
the arrangement of the waistbands and belts 
with the front flap lowered and the rear belt 
secured. Fig. 4 is a like view of the rear of 
the garment with the rear flap lowered. Fig. 

extending from hip to hip, showing the bifur 
cation at the rear and the inner trousers de 
pending from and supported by the bands of 
the flaps. Fig. 6 is a vertical central section 
of the garment extending from the front to 
the rear, showing the bifurcation at the back 
and the inner trousers depending from the 
flap-band. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in the several views, the 
letter A indicates the main portion of the 
skirt or garment, which extends entirely across 
the front, around the sides, and is divided 
vertically at the back, from the bottom of the 
skirt to the seat, as at B. 
The skirt or garment is divided at the waist 

and on the sides over the hips, as at C", Figs. 
3 and 4, by plackets, forming two independ 
ent upper halves or flaps, each half or flap 
being independently supported on the wearer 
by separate bands or belts, so that either the 
front or back flap can be let down like a pair 
of boy's pants, and either portion remain se 
cured to the wearer to support the body of the 
skirt thereon. 
Any suitable number of breadths of mate 

rial, properly cut and stitched, can be used 
to form the main portion A of the garment to 
give the requisite fullness and skirt-like ap 

5 is a vertical central section of the garment. 
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The invention further consists in the novel 
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pearance, or it can be made of one piece, as extend down into the skirt-legs C C, as shown 
shown. 
The vertical edges cc of the divided portion 

lB of the skirt are turned in and carried for 
Ward and stitched to the front A of the skirt, 
So as to form trousers-like legs C C, as clearly 
shown in Figs. 2 and 5. 
The legs C C are joined together centrally 

at c', as by stitching, to form a crotch similar 
to the joining of the legs of trousers at that 
palt. 
By the above-described arrangelinent the 

front and sides of the garment appear like a 
complete skirt, while the back, up to the seat 
portion A", Fig. 6, is bifurcated to permit 
freedom of movement of the limbs, while the 
latter are fully surrounded by the parts A 
and C. C. 
Where suitable fullness of material is pro 

vided at the back, the junction of the parts 
A C at A" will drape together and also appear 
like a complete skirt when the wearer is stand 
ing or Walking, but when sitting on a bicycle 
seat the sides and back of the garment will 
be free like a pair of trousers. 
The front flap A of the skirt is connected 

at the top with a band D, which extends 
around to the sides or hips, the skirt being 
Sewed to said band or forming part thereof. 
The ends d d of the band D are extended to 
form a belt, so that they can pass around a 
person's waist and be joined at the back by 
hooks and eyes, a buckle, button, or other 
desired holding means, a button d' and but 
tonhole d' being provided for this purpose, 
as shown in Figs. 3 and 4. By this means 
the front portion of the garment is independ 
ently Supported on a person, the belt or band 
D then encircling the waist, as shown in Fig. 
4, and within the rear flap. The rear flap A 
of the skirt is likewise provided with a simi 
lar band E, which has an exterior belt e se 
cured thereto, which will extend around a 
person’s waist to the front, and provided with 
suitable fastening devices at the ends e', such 
as a hook and eye, as shown, whereby the back 
portion of the skirt is also independently sup 
ported upon the body, the belt e being pref 
erably wider than the bands D E, so as to 
COver both when the former is secured about 
the waist, as indicated in dotted lines, Fig. 
4, and shown in Fig. 1. The bands D and E, 
at their meeting points, are also provided 
With hooks and eyes, buttons, or other fas 
tening devices, as at e'e', Fig. 4, whereby the 
two bands can be joined together for greater 
security. 
As both flaps A A are either a part of or 

are secured to the body of the skirt, the se 
curement of one of the flaps about the waist 
of the wearer will support the body of the 
skirt, allowing either flap, preferably the rear, 
to be dropped. 

For greater protection to the limbs, I pro 
vide a pair of trousers or drawers F, the up 
per edges f of which are attached to or with 
in the bands D and E, the legs P'P' of which 

in Figs. 1, 2, 5, and 6. 
The trousers or drawers are divided at the 

hips and can be sewed to the bands or at 
tached by buttons or other devices, so that 
they can be readily detached if desired. 
The trousers are separated at the hips by 

placketsf'f'' registering with the skirt-plack 
ets a a”, and the halves or flaps F. F. thus 
formed are secured at their upper edges to the 
front and backflapsiAA, respectively, of the 
Outer skirt. The rear of the trousers can be 
let down simultaneously with the rear of the 
skirt, or vice versa, while if the rear flapis let 
down the skirt and trousers are retained in 
place on the body of the wearer by the belt D 
secured to the front flap, the belte On the rear 
portion when secured around the waist cov 
ering the top of the rear portion. 
The trousers F may be secured about the 

limbs at or near the knees by a running string 
or otherwise as Well known, and by prefer 
ence are provided with one or more elastic 
tapes or strings gg, which may be detachably 
connected with the skirt. A by buttons h or 
otherwise to keep the skirt from flying up as 
a person rides. When a person is not riding, 
the tapes or strings g g may be detached from 
the buttons h, and attached to the trousers-legs 
F to keep said tapes from hanging down. 
The edges of the flap A overlap the adjacent 

edges of the flap A, as at i, Fig. 4, and but 
tons and holesi k on the respective flaps pro 
viding means for closing the plackets. For 
ornamentation a strip l is secured to the flap 
A, in which the holes l are formed. 
A garment or skirt constructed as above 

set forth will be found very useful and con 
venient, as Well as modest, because it has the 
appearance at all times of a full skirt, while 
possessing the advantages of trousers in al 
lowing freedom of use and movement to the 
limbs in riding or other exercise, while at the 
same time fully encircling each limb. 

Having now described my invention, what 
I claim is 

1. A skirt having side plackets for a por 
tion of its length to form front and rear flaps, 
combined with inner trousers having side 
placlets forming front and rear flaps, the 
plackets in the trousers registering with those 
of the skirt, each of the contiguous front and 
rear flaps of the skirt and trousers being Se 
cured together at their upper edge independ 
ently of the others, and means for independ 
ently securing either flap about the waist of 
the wearer, substantially as described. 

2. In a skirt, the combination with an outer 
skirt and inner trousers, both the skirt and 
trousers having side plackets for a portion of 
their length which form front and rear flaps, 
each of the contiguous front and rear flaps 
being secured together independently of the 
others, the front flap being provided with a 
belt to pass around the body within the rear 
flap, the rear flap having a band, and means 
for securing the band to the front flap, and 
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for securing the free ends of the belt together, 
Substantially as described. 

3. In a skirt, the combination with an outer 
skirt, and inner trousers, both the skirt and 
trousers having side plackets for a portion of 
their length which form front and rear flaps, 
each of the contiguous front and rear flaps 
being secured together independently of the 
others, the front flap being provided with a 
belt to pass around the body within the rear 
flap, means for securing its ends together, a 

3 

band on the rear flap and means for securing 
the ends of the band to the front flap, and a 
supplemental belt secured to the rear flap 
Over the band and adapted to be secured over I5 
the front flap, substantially as described. 
Signed at the city, county, and State of New 

York this 4th day of June, 1895. 
HARRIET. W. R.O.O.D. 

Witnesses: 
JOSEPH L. LEVY, 
WILLIAM JACOBSEN. 

  


