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This invention relates to bumper means for furniture
or the like. More particularly, the invention relates to
a bumper means mountable on upholstered furniture or
the like and which includes a relatively soft portion en-
gageable with a wall to prevent damage to the wall or
the furniture by engagement of same. Still more par-
ticularly, the invention relates to the provisions of a
bumper member for furniture or the like which is con-
structed so that the bumper will receive and grip the
fabric of an upholstered piece of furniture with a but-
ton portion projecting therefrom to prevent injury to the
furniture or to a wall when same are placed in engage-
ment.

Various types of bumper means are known to the art.
These are primarily directed to bumpers for mounting
on the wooden or leg portions of chairs or the like, nor-
mally in a permanent or semi-permanent manner. The
construction of the prior art bumpers makes them un-
suitable for use on the fabric portion of upholstered furni-
ture and due to the manner of mounting same which
would cause injury to the furniture. Also, the prior art
devices do not present a suitable wall engaging surface.
A particular problem exists with divans or couches since
this furniture is relatively heavy and is often shoved rather
abruptly against a wall and can cause damage to the
plaster, wall paper or the like as well as to the furni-
ture itself. Tn addition, the line of contact between wall
and furniture, divan, etc., is prone to become dirty. This
causes an unsightly line on the wall when the furniture
is moved.

In accordance with the present invention new bumper
means are provided which overcome the deficiencies of
the prior art and provide a bumper member which is
particularly useful with upholstered {urniture. The
bumper means of the invention includes pin means and
a button means therewith, the pin means being insertable
into the fabric portion of furniture and the button means
therewith projecting therefrom and engageable with a
wall or the like.

In preferred specific embodiments of the invention,
the pin means consist of U-shaped pin members which are
bent at the U-shaped end portion thereof and which have
molded therearound buiton means. The button means in
one preferred embodiment is preferably generally cylin-
drically shaped in the base portion thereof and has a
rounded or semi-spherical end portion therewith engage-
able with the wall or the like. In another preferred
specific embodiment of the invention two such U-shaped
upholstery pin means are provided and mounted in spaced
and generally parallel relation with the U-shaped end
portions thereof bent and molded into an elongated, gen-
erally elliptical shape button means which is rounded at
the end opposite from the pin means and engageable in
said last-named end portion with a wall or the like. In
the preferred specific embodiments of the invention, the
pin means is formed with bends intermediate the ends
thereof and the bends are located adjacent to an edge
of the button means so that when the bumper is mounted
on a plece of furniture part of the fabric thereof will be
received between the button means and the pin means
to be gripped therebetween to prevent movement there-
of. In the preferred specific embodiments, the button
portion is preferably formed of a relatively smooth, re-
silient and non-tacky plastic material which is smooth
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enough to slide relative to a plaster wall, wall paper or
the like, and sufficiently resilient to prevent damage there-
to. The button portion is preferably non-tacky so that
same will not mar the wall when placed in engagement
therewith.

Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to provide
new bumper means.

Another object of the invention is to provide a new
bumper particularly constructed and adapted for use with
upholstered furniture or the like.

Another object of the invention is to provide new
bumper means which is relatively easy to assemble, inex-
pensive, and utilizes common materials in assembly.

A further object of the invention is to provide new
bumper means wherein a single U-shaped upholstery pin
is provided and has therewith a wall engaging button.

A further object of the invention is to provide a new
bumper for furniture or the like wherein a plurality of
pin means are connected to a single wall engaging but-
ton portion.

A further object of the invention is to provide new
bumper means for furniture and the like wherein any
possibility of the bumper member rolling or turning
within the furniture to cause damage thereto has been
substantially eliminated.

Various other objects, advantages and features of the
inventicn will become apparent to those skilled in the art
from the following description taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is an application view showing a use of the
bumper means of the invention.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged cross section view showing the
construction of a preferred specific embodiment of the
bumper of the invention.

FIG. 3 is an isometric view of the bumper member
shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is an isometric view of another preferred specific
embodiment of the bumper of the invention.

The following is a discussion and description of pre-
ferred specific embodiments of the new bumper of the
invention, such being made with reference to the draw-
ings whereon the same reference numerals are used to
indicate the same or similar parts and/or structure. It
is to be understood that such discussion and description
is not to unduly limit the scope of the invention.

Referring now to the drawings and to FIGS. 2 and 3 in
particular wherein one preferred specific embodiment of
the bumper of the invention is shown at § and includes
pin means of suitable construction as shown generally
at 10. The pin means 19 is preferably a U-shaped up-
holstery type pin which is suaitably constructed to be in-
serted into upholstered fabric or the like. The pin means
10 includes an upper U-shaped end portion 12 and two
extending legs 14 and 16 which are preferably pointed
at the end as shown. The legs 14 and 16 have interme-
diate portions as shown at 17 and 18, respectively. The
upper or U-shaped end portions 12 of pin means 19 is
bent to form an angle with the intermediate portions 17
and 18 of legs 14 and 16. Preferably, the angle formed
is an acute angle which approaches a right angle, such
being best shown in FIG. 2 of the drawings. The inter-
mediate portions 17 and 18 of the pin means 10 have
bends 26 and 22, respectively, formed therein.

A wall engageable button portion 24 is provided and
is connected to the pin means 1§ in any suitable manner.
Preferably, the button 24 is molded about the bent U-
shaped end portion 12 of the pin means 16 and receives
therein substantially all of the bent portion of the pin.
Button 24 preferably has a cylinder base portion 26 hav-
ing a flat end or back 28 adjacent to and spaced from the
intermediate portions 17 and 18 of the pin means 1. The
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opposite end portion of the button 24 can be rounded as
shown at 30. Preferably, the rounded end 38 of the but-
ton 24 is generally semi-spherical and forms the wall en-
gaging portion of the bumper. The cylindrical portion
26 and rounded portion 38 of button 24 are preferably
constructed so that they smoothly merge into each other
without the formation of sharp corners or the like.

The button 24 can be formed of a number of ma-
terials including plastic materials, rubber or rubber-like
materials, etc. Preferably, the button is formed of a
relatively soft material which will not damage or injure
the furniture with which it is used or a wall or the like.
‘The button should be firm enough so that the end portion
12 of pin means 10 will not engage the wall to cause
damage thereto. The button 24 should be formed of a
non-tacky material so that the wall or the like will not
be marked as the furniture and bumper are moved rela-
tive thereto. Preferably, such material should be non-
tacky so that the button will not tend to stick to and/or
mar the wall. © A large number of materials can be used
for the bumper 24. For example, the materials sold
under the following trademarks by the companies indi-
cated can be used: “Denflex 9220” by the Dennis Chem-
ical Company, St. Louis, Missouri; “Hysel 3110” by the
Hysol Chemical Company, Olean, New York; “TR-905”
by Products Research Company, Los Angeles, California;
and “Pro-Seal 890” by the Coast Pro-Seal and Manufac-
turing Company, Los Angeles, California. These are
merely illustrations of suitable materials and are not in-
tended to limit the invention to any particular type or
materials,

Button 24 is preferably secured to pin' means 1¢ by
moelding the button onto the pin means. The button is
desirably molded onto the pin means 16 so that the inter-
mediate portions 17 and 18 of the legs 14 and 16 are adja-
cent to and spaced from the back 28 of the button 24.
The bends or indentations 28 and 22 of the intermediate
portions 17 and 18 of legs 14 and 16 are preferably lo-
cated adjacent to the edge of the back 28 of the button 24,
and the bent U-shaped end portion 12 of the pin means
10 is preferably located adjacent to the diametrically op-
posite portion of the back 28 so that a relatively large
amount of fabric can be positioned between the pin means
190 and the back 28. The U-shaped end portion 12 of
pin means 10 is preferably bent to form with the interme-
diate portion 17 and 18 an acute angle which approaches
a ninety degree angle. It has been found that this con-
struction prevents the formation of a fillet of material
between the intermediate portions 17 and 18 of the pin
means and the button 24 during the molding operation.
This is very desirable since if a fillet of the material is lo-
cated between the intermediate portions 17 and 18 of pin
means 10 and button 24 then it is substantially impossible
to mount the bumper with enough fabric from the furni-
ture therebetween to grip same and maintain the bumper
in position. The preferred bumper construction permits
fabric 32 of a chair, couch, etc. to be located between and
gripped by the pin means and the button as shown in
FIG. 2.

The button of FIGS. 2 and 3 is shown in use in FIG. 1
of the drawing. Here the chair or couch 34 is positioned
adjacent to a wall 36 and the pin means 1¢ of the bumper
8 is in position in the fabric of the couch. The button
portion of the bumper projects from the couch and will
engage the wall 36 to prevent engagement of the furniture
therewith and prevent damage to either the wall or the
furniture.

Another preferred specific embodiment of the inven-
tion is shown in FIG. 4 and is indicated generally by the
numeral 40. In this embodiment the pin means 16 of a
construction of the type previously described are provided
and are located in spaced, generally parallel relation as
illustrated in FIG. 4. The button portion 42 of bumper
40 has a body portion 43 which is generally elliptical in
shape and which has a relatively flat back portion 44
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spaced from the intermediate portion of the pin means
16. The body portion 43 of the button 42 merges into
a rounded projecting portion 46 which is engageable with
a wall or the like to prevent damage thereto. The rounded
end portion 46 is similar to that shown at 3¢ in FIG. 2
and is elongated and rounded in the end portions thereof,
preferably merging smoothly into the body portion 43.
Here, as in the previously described embodiment, the pin
means 1 are preferably located relative to button 42 so
that the bent portions thereof are near the top edge of
the button with the intermediate portions of the pins pass-
ing along the major portion of the back side 44 of the
button 42. Also, the bends in the intermediate portion
of the pin means 16 are positioned adjacent to the lower
edge of the body portion 43 and back 44 so that fabric
positioned therebetween will be tightly gripped by the pin
means and the button in the manner shown in FIG. 2 for
bumper 8.

The embodiment shown in FIG. 4 is particularly desir-
able for relatively long pieces of furniture or where more
surface contact area is desired. Also, the use of the two
pin means 10 gives a substantially greater contact area
against the wall and with fabric between the buiton and
the pin means which aids in maintaining the bumper on
the furnitvre. Furthermore, the construction effectively
prevents the possibility of any roll or side movement of
the pin means within the fabric which might tend to dam-
age same.

As will be seen from the foregoing description of the
preferred specific embodiments of the invention, a rela-
tively simple bumper member has been provided which
can be constructed with a minimum of time and mate-
rials. Furthermore, a bumper has been provided which
is a substantially integral member and which will be
extremely difficult to separate or remove one portion from
another, thus preventing disassembly and loss of a por-
tion of the pin means or bumper means. The bumper
of the invention is desirably used on the upholstered
portion of furniture where prior art devices are not suit-
able and the bumper of the invention can be so used
without danger of damage to the furniture itself. The
button portion of the bumpers, being formed of a soft,
non-tacky and relatively smooth material, will prevent
damage to either the furniture or the wall, wall paper
or the like.

Applicant’s structure is also relatively easy to assemble,
requiring only a simple molding step and bending step
in order to construct the device. The particular angle
desired for the upper portion of the U-shaped pin mem-
ber eliminates the formation of fillets between the button
portion and the pin portion, thus eliminating the neces-
sity of removing molded material therefrom prior to using
same.

While the foregoing invention has been described in
connection with preferred specific embodiments there
of, it will be understocd that such description is in-
tended to illustrate and not to limit the scope of the
invention, which is defined by the claims.

I claim:

1. A bumper for furniture and the like comprising, in
combination, a "U-shaped upholstery pin having the
U-shaped end portion bent to form with the intermediate
portion thereof an acute angle approaching a right angle
and with said U-shaped end portion projecting outwardly
from said intermediate portion thereof, a wall engageable
button molded around said bent U-shaped end portion
of said pin and positioned in spaced relation to said
intermediate portion of said pin, said button having a
cylindrical base portion with a relatively flat side at one
end thereof in a plane generally parallel to said inter-
mediate portion of said pin, said base portion merging
into a semi:spherical end opposite from said flat side,
said button being formed of a smooth, resilient, non-
tacky plastic material, said intermediate portion of said
pin being spaced from said cylindrical base portion of
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said button and having a bend in each side portion there-
of positioned adjacent to the edge of said cylindrical
portion of said button, said bumper being constructed
and adapted so that the other end portion of said pin
can be inserted into the back of a piece of furniture
with the fabric thereof being received between said but-
ton and said intermediate portion of said pin with said
button and said last-named bends in said pin gripping
said fabric therebetween and with said spherical end of
said button engageable with a wall or the like to prevent
damage thereto or to said piece of furniture.

2. A bumper for furniture and the like comprising, in
combination, U-shaped pin means having the U-shaped
end portion thereof bent to form with the intermediate
portion thereof an acute angle and with said U-shaped
end portion projecting outwardly from said intermediate
portion of said pin means, a wall engageable resilient but-
ton molded around said pin means and positioned in
spaced relation to said intermediate portion thereof, said
button having a relatively flat side in a plane generally
parallel to said intermediate portion of said pin means
and a rounded end portion opposite from said flat side,
said intermediate portion of said pin means having a
bend therein positioned adjacent to the edge of said but-
ton, said bumper being constructed and adapted so that
the other end portion of said pin means can be ingerted
into the back of a piece of furniture with the fabric
thereof being received between said bution and said in-
termediate portion of said pin means with said button
and said last-named bend in said pin means gripping
said fabric therebetween, and with said rounded end of
said button engageable with a wall or the like to prevent
damage thereto or to said piece of furniture.

3, A bumper for furniture and the like comprising, in
combination, two U-shaped upholstery pins, each of said
pins having the U-shaped end portion thereof bent to
form with the intermediate portion thereof an acute
angle approaching a right angle and with each of said
U-shaped end portions projecting outwardly from said
intermediate portions thereof, a wall engageable button
molded around said bent U-shaped end portions of each
of said pins to secure said pins therein in spaced and
generally parallel relation, said button having an elon-
gated elliptical shaped base portion merging into a
rounded end portion opposite from said pins, said but-
ton being formed of a smooth resilient, non-tacky plas-
tic material, said intermediate portion of each of said pins
being spaced from said base portion of said button and
having a bend in the sides thereof positioned adjacent
to the edge of said base portion of said button, said
bumper being constructed and adapted so that the other
end portion of said pins can be inserted into the back
of a piece of furniture with a portion of the fabric there-
of being received between said button and said inter-
mediate portion of said pins with said button and said
last-named bends in said pin gripping said fabric there-
petween and with said rounded end of said button en-
gageable with a wall or the like to prevent damage there-
to or to said piece of furniture.

4. Bumper means for furniture and the like compris-
ing, in combination, U-shaped pin means having the
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U-shaped end portion thereof at an acute angle to the
intermediate portion thereof, a resilient button positioned
around said pin means and located in spaced relation
to said intermediate portion thereof, said button having
a generally flat side in a plane substantially parallel to
said intermediate portion of said pin means and a wall
engageable end portion thereof opposite from said flat
side, a portion of said intermediate portion of said pin
means being positioned adjacent to said flat side of said
button, said bumper means being constructed and adapted
so that the other end portion of said pin means is in-
sertable into the fabric portion of a piece of furniture or
the like with the fabric of said furniture being received
between said button and said portion of said intermediate
portion of said pin means and with said button and said
pin means gripping said fabric therebetween, said wall
engageable portion of said button preventing contact be-
tween a wall or the like and said furniture.

5. Bumper means for furniture and the like compris-
ing, in combination, a plurality of generally U-shaped
pin means, each of said pin means having the U-shaped
end portion thereof bent to form with the intermediate
portion thereof an acute angle, a resilient wall engage-
able button connected to said U-shaped end portion of
each of said pin means, said button having a base por-
tion adjacent to and spaced from a portion of said in-
termediate portion of each of said pin means and a
rounded end portion opposite from said pin means, said
bumper means being constructed and adapted so that the
other end portions of said pin means are insertable into
the fabric of a piece of furniture or the like with a por-
tiocn of the fabric being received between said button
and said intermediate portion of each of said pin means
and gripped therebetween with said button being en-
gageable with a wall or the like to prevent contact there-
between and between said furniture and the wall.

6. Bumper means for furniture and the like compris-
ing, in combination, fastening means having a project-
ing end portion insertable into a fabric portion of furni-
ture and the like, resilient button means connected to
another portion of said fastening means and projecting
outwardly therefrom, said another portion of said fasten-
ing means being inclined at an angle relative to said
projecting end portion thereof, a portion of said button
means being positioned adjacent to a portion of said
fastening means and defining therewith a narrow space
of size to receive and hold a fabric portion of furniture
and the like, said bumper means being constructed and
adapted for mounting on a piece of furniture or the like
with a portion of the fabric of the furniture or the like
being received and held in said space between said but-
ton means and said fastening means.
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