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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ROBERT M. HuSTON, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Fall River, in the county of Green 
WOOd and State of Kansas, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Floor-Jacks, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to a floor jack, and 

has for its object the provision of a device 
of this character adapted to be used when 
laying flooring, said jack being constructed 
in such manner as to engage a joist, and 
with said joist as a support, acting to force 
the floor boards into firm engagement with 
each other and to hold said boards into po 
sition while they are being nailed. 

It is a further object of the present in 
vention to provide a device of this charac 
ter that will be self-sustaining after it has 
been placed in position. In other words, 
one that will maintain itself in position upon 
the joist and continue to exert pressure 
against the floor while leaving the hands of 
the operator free to perform the operation 
of nailing. 

It is a further object of the present in 
vention to provide a device of this character 
that will be adjustable to supports of differ 
ent widths so that it may be used equally as 
Well upon rafters when applying roofing, 
boards, or upon studding when applying 
sheathing or siding. 

It is a further object of the present in 
vention to provide an improved method of 
mounting the removable member of the jack 
upon the stationary member thereof. 

Further objects and advantages of the in 
vention will be set forth in the detailed de 
scription which now follows. 
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 

is a perspective view of a jack constructed 
in accordance with the invention. Fig. 2 is 
a side elevation thereof showing the device 
in position upon a joist, and Fig. 3 is an 
edge elevation of the jack. 

Like numerals designate corresponding 
parts in all of the figures of the drawing. 

Referring to the drawing, the numeral 5 
designates a body bar having an inturned 
foot 6 adapted to engage beneath a joist. 

7 is an L-shaped bearing block, the long 
side of which lies flat against the body bar 
5, and is provided with a dowel pin 8 adapt 

ed to enter in one of a number of openings 9 
formed in Said body bar. Pivoted between 
the long part of block 7 and the short part 
thereof, is a lever 10. This lever is pivot 
ally mounted upon a screw or bolt 11, hay 
ing a nut 12 upon its opposite end. The le 
ver 10 is provided with a downwardly ex 
tending lug 13 to which is pivotally con 
nected at 14, a presser foot, 15. The front 
end of this foot is preferably grooved at 16 
to adapt it for engagement with tongue and 
groove flooring. 
The operation of the device is novel and 

inportant. In operation, the body bar 5 is 
placed in the position shown in Fig. 1, and 
the lever 10 is moved downwardly to the po 
sition therein shown. It is apparent that 
as this lever is brought down from a sub 
stantially vertical position, the foot 15 will 
be forced into engagement with the outer 
most piece of flooring 17, and that the thrust 
of Said foot against said flooring will tend 
to move the body bar 5 to the right. This 
causes the corner 18 of block 5 to engage 
the top of the joist, and the corner 19 of 
foot 6 to engage the bottom of the joist. 
Downward movement of the lever 10 is 
limited by the lug 13, contacting with the 
transverse portion 20 of block 7, but by the 
time this lug contacts with the block, the 
pivotal point 14 has passed beyond the cen 
ter. That is, it lies below a line drawn from 
groove 16 to the screw or bolt 11, and conse 
quently the device will remain rigidly in 
place, leaving the hands of the operator free 
to nail the piece of flooring 17 to the joist. 
The distance between the openings 9 is equal 
to the distance between the dowel pin 8 and 
the screw or bolt 11, so that when the dowel 
pin is shifted from one of these openings to 
the other, one of said openings will always 
be in proper position to have the screw or 
bolt 11 pass through. This renders the ad 
justment of the device to contact with joists, 
rafters and studding of various sizes very 
eaSW. 

Fom the foregoing description it will be 
seen that simple and efficient means are 
herein provided for accomplishing the ob 
jects of the invention, but while the ele 
ments shown and described are well adapt 
ed to serve the purposes for which they are 
intended, it is to be understood that the in 
vention is not limited to the precise construc 
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tion set forth, but includes within its pur 
view, such changes as may be made within 
the Scope of the appended claims. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim is:-- 

1. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a supporting body bar 
having a joist engaging foot at its lower end, 
of a bearing block of L-shaped form, an op 
erating lever and pivot member for mount 
ing said operating lever in said. L-shaped 
bearing block, said pivot member passing 
through said L-shaped bearing block and 
through said body bar, a fixed member car 
ried by said bearing block and adapted to 
engage in any one of a number of openings 
formed in said body bar, the distance be 
tween Said openings being equal to the dis 
tance between said fixed member and said 
pivot member and a presser foot pivotally 
connected to said lever. 

2. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a supporting body bar 
having a joist engaging foot at its lower 
end, a bearing block of L-shaped form, an 
operating lever and pivot member for 
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mounting Said, operating lever in said L 
shaped bearing block, said pivot member 
passing through said L-shaped bearing block 
and through said body bar, a fixed member 
carried by said bearing block and adapted 
to engage in any one of a number of open 
ings formed in said body bar, the distance 
between said openings being equal to the 
distance between said fixed member and 
said pivot member, a presser foot pivotally 
connected to said lever, a lug carried by said. 
lever, which contacts with the transverse 
portion of said L-shaped bearing block to 
limit the downward movement of said lever, 
the 
through said lug and said pivot lying below 
the center of movement of said lever from 
inoperative to operative position when the 
device is in operative position. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
ROBERT M. HUSTON. 

Witnesses: 
A. F. WILKINSON, 
M. A. HICKOX. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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